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Foreword 

W hen Södertörn University was founded 
in 1996 it was given a very specifed 
assignment: with the fnancial support 

from the Foundation for Baltic and East European 
Studies it was to become a national hub for research 
on the Baltic and East European region, a region 
that had now opened up for academic cooperation 
after the fall of the Soviet Union. Lecturers recrui-
ted to the new university were strongly encoura-
ged to direct their research towards the countries 
newly liberated from the Soviet sphere of infuence. 

When CBEES – the Centre for the Baltic and 
Eastern Europe – was founded nine years later, in 
2005, it was primarily for two reasons: frst, to give 
academic support and guidance to the doctoral 
students within the graduate school BEEGS, 
and second, to provide researchers at Södertörn 
University with inspiration and academic exper-
tise when developing research projects connected 
to the Baltic and East European region. For these 
purposes, a couple of very qualifed professors 
with very solid competence on the region were 
recruited and placed at CBEES, as well as research 
leaders from within the university in time-limited 
positions. Due to the university´s general profle, 
the ambition was also to support and develop mul-
tidisciplinary exchange and cooperation. 

DURING THE PAST twenty years, CBEES has been 
characterized by the combination of three perma-
nently placed professors and a changing collegium 
of research leaders, postdocs, and a considerable 
body of international guest researchers. In this 

publication celebrating CBEES frst twenty years 
we have invited a number of previous and present 
CBEES colleagues – Directors, professors, research 
leaders, key administrators, and postdocs, to share 
their reminiscences and refections connected 
to their time at the centre. We also asked them 
to mention special occurrences or activities at 
CBEES that they now in retrospect see as especi-
ally important. Taken together, these recollections 
and refections provide, we hope, a broad depic-
tion of CBEES development and achievements as a 
research centre during these past twenty years. 

AS STATED ABOVE, the rationale for founding CBEES 
was the perceived need for more research on the 
Baltic and East European region after the fall of 
the Soviet Union in 1990. Recent developments in 
the region, above all Russia’s turn towards neo-im-
perialism and its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, 
has rendered this branch of research even more 
needed than ever. I am convinced that CBEES will 
continue to be an inspiring and highly competent 
hub for this branch of research also for the twenty 
years to come. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to 
all CBEES colleagues, past and present, who have 
agreed to participate and share their experiences 
in the preparation of this celebratory publication, 
and to editor Ninna Mörner for her dedicated work 
in planning and fnalizing the outcome, the publi-
cation CBEES 20 Years. ● 

Per Bolin, Director of CBEES 
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2005–2025 

Thomas Lundén. Director of CBEES 2005–2006. 

“CBEES, a laboratory for 
research in the social sciences, 
humanities as well as in ecology” 

I t came as a surprise for me! On 28 January 
2005, Södertörn vice-chancellor Ingela Josefs-
son invited me for cofee at a Stockholm City 

restaurant. She wanted to see me for “an important 
question”. Before our meeting Södertörn Universi-
ty had announced a position as a director for a cen-
ter for studies on the Baltic area, but the applicant 
suggested by Södertörn University had rejected the 
ofer. Ingela now wanted me to take over as direc-
tor. BEEGS, the doctoral school, had two profes-
sors, one in Cultural Studies and one in Geography, 
the later held by me since 2003; but as a director I 
had to devote half of my time to the new job. The 

new center would include BEEGS which Helene 
Carlbäck was head of, and an administrative divi-
sion lead by Lena Arvidsson. But CBEES should 
also host projects fnanced by Östersjöstiftelsen, 
(The Foundation for Baltic and East European 
Studies), arrange seminars and conferences and 
co-operate with other organizations (also abroad) 
with similar targets. CBEES already had a board, 
chaired by Professor Bengt Jacobsson. 

BEING A DIRECTOR of an academic institution is a 
dichotomic challenge. As a leader, you have to be 
a good administrator, handling the relations with 
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the university, but also to be respected by resear-
chers and doctoral students, using your academic 
experience while not overtly supporting your own 
discipline – rather playing it down. There is also 
some need for charismatic leadership which is less 
prevalent among academics. 

One administrative problem was the geographi-
cal scope of the center. There was a demand from 
the central administration to include a section for 
German studies which would widen the scope 
also to parts of northwestern Europe. The issue of 
geographical focus also infuenced the discussion 
about a proper name for the new center. Several 
names were proposed and rejected until there f-
nally was a consensus about Centrum för Östersjö- 
och Östeuropaforskning [Centre for Baltic and East 
European Studies] with the acronym CBEES. 

IT SHOULD BE mentioned that Södertörn University’s 
monopoly on funding from ÖSS for Baltic research 
was not uncontested. Other university colleges on 
the Swedish Baltic Sea felt discriminated, and there 
was a feeling among other universities that funding 
from the Foundation would not always meet the 
standard of other research funding institutions. 
I think academic records show that Södertörn 
University kept an acceptable standard, producing 
both research and doctoral dissertations of quality. 

I saw my role as a director as to establish links to 
the teaching and research at Södertörn University 
and to point of CBEES as a venue to a fascinating 
area of study; the territories around the Baltic Sea 
and its eastern neighbors (and a generous source of 
funding, the Foundation for Baltic and East European 
Studies). But also, to establish or reinforce contacts 
with relevant institutions in Sweden and abroad. 

CBEES celebrated its inauguration on 26 August 
2005. My own speech was kept with an old globe in 
my hand, showing the territories of 1920. The new 
Baltic republics and Ukraine were there as well as a 
blurred area north of East Prussia, with Lithuania, 

Memel and an unnamed territory around Minsk, an 
indication of the volatility of borders and powers, 
particularly in the area to be covered by CBEES, 
a laboratory for research in the social sciences, 
humanities as well as in ecology. 

My calendars for 2005 and 2006 are full of mee-
tings, conferences and trips, including a meeting 
in Vilnius in June with the European Humanities 
University, a Belarusian institution pushed out of 
its homeland. Our contacts with the EHU would 
later lead to a Master course given by Professor 
Sven E. Olsson Hort and myself, involving several 
other Södertörn scholars. My strangest experience 
during this time was not initiated by CBEES, but 
it led to contacts with Russia that would later be 
reinforced by Irina Sandomirskaja and others. 
I was invited to the 150 years celebration of the 
Imperial Russian Geographic Society, held on the 
island of Kronstadt, a naval base now certainly 
being secluded for foreigners. Foreign guests were 
hosted in Zelenogorsk, the Terijoki border vil-
lage which lent its name to the communist émigré 
fake government supposed to take over Finland 
in December 1939. History and geography united 
in Torsten Hägerstrand’s defnition ‘the study of 
struggles for power over the entities and events 
into space and time’. 

LOOKING BACK AT my sudden and short reign as a 
CBEES director, I do not know if I did all things 
right, but I was supported by a positive back-
up from the College administration and by the 
CBEES staf. I had to sacrifce my own research 
for a time, but as compensation I got contacts far 
beyond my own discipline and valuable insights 
into the intricacies of academic afairs. For many 
years I took an active part in many CBEES arrang-
ements, even after my retirement. With multi-dis-
ciplinary area studies institutions, there is always 
a problem keeping a focus while still inviting new 
aspects. ● 
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2005–2025 

Thomas Lundén 
presents “Twin Cities: 
Urban Communities, 

Borders and Relation-
ships over Time”. 

“Divided cities are often the result 
of an intricate political situation 
leading to a compromise” 

M y early interest in ethnic and linguistic 
minorities came from an insight that the 
old type of map, showing states as mosaic 

stones of diferent colours, obfuscated a reality 
of internal diferences of language, religion and 
national identifcation. Almost all states of Europe, 
with the possible exceptions of Iceland, Malta and 
Portugal, had domestic groups of difering langu-
ages and national identifcation, often oppressed 
or even denied by the ruling majority, not only in 

autocracies like fascist Spain but even in France, 
based on the egalitarian principle of francophonie. 
In the Communist states, especially the Soviet 
Union, hundreds of ‘nationalities’ were recog-
nized but in reality, under the spell of russifed 
assimilation. 

Sweden was not an exception. The Sami mino-
rity was recognized but only as exotic ‘reindeer 
herders’. In the Lutheran tradition, the Finnish-
speakers of the North were given the word of God 
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Cover of two 
of Lundén’s 
publications 
by Södertörn 
University. 

Cover of Johanna Pettersson’s 
doctoral thesis (2024) rende-
red in the latest border-project 
Lundén was involved in. 

in their mother tongue – until the growth of state 
nationalism all over Europe in the late 19th century, 
when a French type of forced linguistic assimila-
tion set in in order to make Finns real Swedes. In 
April 1962, soon after my 19th birthday, Dagens 
Nyheter [Daily News] published my frst article, 
Minoriteternas ställning [The situation of minori-
ties], with examples of the neglect of minorities in 
countries like Greece, Britain (Wales) and Sweden, 
even citing a scholar calling the French minority 
policy a “cultural genocide”. 

AFTER A BA in Geography and Social sciences at 
Stockholm University I ended up doing my PhD 
subject in Human Geography on a border area of 
Norway-Sweden without ethnic controversies, 
rather a peaceful borderland with only dialectal 
diferences and social and commercial overlapping. 
Borderlands are by defnition peripheries and local 
problems are often ignored – or seen as conficts 
between the neighbouring states. Legislation dif-
fers, especially as the level of decision making from 
local over regional to national may be diferent and 
making local co-operation difcult, something I 
call hierarchical asymmetry. 

Divided cities are often the result of an intri-
cate political situation leading to a compromise, 
with the Berlin situation as the most well-known 
example. At a conference in West Berlin 1985 local 
geographers questioned my selection of an open 
border for my research, evidently not realizing 
that even boundaries between local administrative 

areas may cause problem e.g. in the provision of 
services like fre protection and in the drawing of 
electoral boundaries. 

After a long absence from academic research 
I got an adjunct professorship in political and 
ethnic geography at Stockholm University in 1996. 
Starting with Haparanda as a border town, I soon 
got involved in the situation of the town of Valga/ 
Valka, appearing as a divided town with the inde-
pendence of Estonia and Latvia. We engaged stu-
dents from several countries in feld work in border 
towns such as Narva, Daugavpils and Bialystok, but 
we were denied access to Grodno in Belarus. 

I MOVED TO Södertörn University in 2003, continuing 
my border studies. Together with political scientist 
Anders Mellbourn I received funding for a study on 
the German-Polish boundary. We engaged doctoral 
student Péter Balogh and selected the area around 
Szczecin for a study of boundary relations, resul-
ting in Péter’s dissertation in 2014 and a book by 
me on the regional historical geography of divided 
Pomerania. My latest project, with two Södertörn 
scholars on the teaching of religion in borderlands 
two highly interesting areas of Norway and Finland 
bordering Russia, rendering doctoral student Jo-
hanna Pettersson a PhD in Political Science. 

Borderlands and minorities – both concepts 
are related to defnition, to draw a line between 
inside and outside. My fascination is related to the 
necessity of defnitions, but also to always question 
them. ● 
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2005–2025 

David Gaunt, Founding Director of BEEGS, 2000. 

“There really must be a qualified 
research centre in place” 

W hen Södertörn University began in 1997 
it had the relatively low status of Univer-
sity College, but with a vague political 

promise to be raised to full University in record 
time. To reach this goal a research fund, the Foun-
dation for Baltic and East European Studies was 
attached. A complication was that research must 
focus on East European matters. This involved 
overcoming many hurdles. Although the recruited 
teaching staf was very impressive on a pedagogical 
level with nearly all having PhD-degree in their 
subjects, only a few were senior academics. Most 
(including me) had not previously studied Eastern 

Europe seriously. Initially, just three disciplines 
had the necessary qualifcations to train master’s 
students a basic requirement for giving post-gradu-
ate education. A partial solution was believed to be 
using the Foundation for Baltic and East European 
Studies’ funding for training graduate students 
who would then involve their supervisors in the 
problems of Sweden’s closest neighbours. As a 
result, it was also hoped, that inside the university 
college a general interest would grow in advanced 
studies of the Baltic region. And with time this did 
indeed happen. 

Very early on I made the suggestion that there 
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really must be a qualifed research centre in place 
in order to properly care for the needs of the ex-
pected graduate students. I raised this issue several 
times only to meet with resistance through various 
counter-arguments. So, that idea died while 
preparations an interdisciplinary graduate school 
progressed. A committee was assigned the task of 
designing how such a school could be constructed, 
what qualifcations did disciplines need to have 
in order to supervise, and how could a common 
curriculum for students coming from many dif-
ferent disciplines be puzzled together. By 1999 this 
process fastened in details. 

THE LEADERSHIP felt time was running out. With 
little forewarning I was set to put a graduate 
school in place by the start of the autumn term 
2000. In the end the graduate school opened that 
year with students from three diferent subjects 
and it recruited new students each year with the 
number of disciplines qualifed for post-graduate 
education increasing rapidly. I was set in place 
to manage the graduate school part-time which 

was not enough to create a functioning research 
environment. I took up once again the need for a 
proper research centre that could make up for the 
imbalance between the interests of the students 
and the relative inexperience of the teaching staf. 
Slowly it became possible to attach post-doctoral 
positions and even professorships to the graduate 
school. A few years later, 2005, these post-docs 
and professors along with guest researchers 
and some external projects separated from the 
graduate school and morphed into CBEES with 
its own leadership structure – and the rest is, as 
they say, history. At that point, I felt the mission to 
infuse Södertörn with East European interests was 
accomplished and could be left in the competent 
hands of other. 

I RETURNED to my discipline and own research, 
but often came back to see how both the graduate 
school and the research centre continued and 
developed. As emeritus professor, I regularly re-
gistered my books and articles, and awards among 
CBEES list of achievements. ● 

DAVID GAUNT IS Emeritus 

Professor of History at 

Södertörn University and 

founding director of the Bal-

tic and East European Gra-

duate School. Since coming 

to Södertörn his research 

has focused on the difficul-

ties of ethnic and religious 

minorities in Eastern Eu-

ropean countries and Asia 

Minor. Among his published 

works are three edited volu-

mes on the Holocaust in the 

Baltic countries, pogroms in 

Tsarist Russia, and the ge-

nocide of Assyrian peoples 

in the Ottoman Empire. His 

monograph Massacres, Re-

sistance, Protectors which 

describes the parallel Arme-

nian and Assyrian genoci-

des has been translated into 

Turkish, Greek and Arabic. 

In 2025 he received the Ja-

mes Bryce commemorative 

medal from the Armenian 

Genocide Museum-Institute 

“for exceptional contribu-

tions to research”. His most 

recent book (2003), co-aut-

hored with Julieta Rotaru, 

deals with the Roma/Gypsy 

gold-washers in Romania. 

Since 2011 he is a member 

of Academia Europaea. 
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2005–2025 

Lena Arvidson,  
Head of Administra-
tion 2000–2012. 

“ It was exciting to be part   
of the rapid development” 
You were a very central person already 
from the idea and formation of CBEES, 
please tell us about your work as Head 
of Administration. 

– Being part of the initial establish-
ment of BEEGS alongside Profes-
sor David Gaunt was an immensely 
rewarding experience. Subsequently, 
joining the team that developed the ide
for CBEES and thereby contributing to 
the continued development of research 

a 

on the Baltic Sea and Eastern Europe at Södertörn 
represented the next exciting challenge. 

– As Head of Administration at CBEES, it was 
crucial to always stay one step ahead to ensure that 
the administration could best support the ongoing 
development. Achieving this required identifying 
solutions within a context characterised by diverse
interests and strong personalities 
What did you enjoy and find most interesting 
while working at CBEES? 

– It was exciting to be part of the rapid develop-
ment that took place—the swift expansion of BE-
EGS, the establishment of CBEES, and the launch 
of the journal Baltic Worlds. 

– I truly appreciated the multidisciplinary 
and international environment, where research 
from diverse perspectives and people of diferent 
nationalities and backgrounds came together. All 
shared a commitment to develop their research in 
this environment and fnding their place within 
the complexity. 

– I also recall the many study trips I organized 
together with diferent researchers. It was not 
always easy to keep track of all participants, who 

were often eager to take their own paths 
and initiatives during these journeys. 

– It was also very rewarding and 
interesting to contribute to the interna-
tional collaborations that were establis-
hed. I particularly remember the close 
ooperation around summer schools, 

conferences, and seminars arranged 
jointly with the Aleksanteri Institute in 
Finland and NUPI in Norway. 
Could you please describe how it 

c

was working at CBEES these early years? 
– It was a newly established center that needed 

to fnd its relevance, legitimacy, and place within 
the university environment – both in shaping 
the research areas and appointing Directors and 
research leaders. 

– I also recall the recruitment process for Baltic 
Worlds, and our frst visit to the agency to be presen-
ted with the layout and design. 

– Within the administration, I especially re-
member the long and excellent collaboration with 
Nina Cajhamre and Ewa Rogström. What a fan-
tastic team we were! But also the great cooperation 
with all the researchers such as Helene Carlbäck, 
Ann-Cathrine Jungar, and Joakim Ekman (I can’t 
name them all here) and all the stimulating discus-
sions we had. 

– I also greatly appreciated the collaboration 
with Marianne Yagoubi, former Head of Ofce and 
Research Director at the Foundation for Baltic and 
East European Studies. 

Lena Arvidson is today working at Amnesty 
International (Sweden) as Director of Resources 
and Management. ● 
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Marianne Yagoubi, Research Director at the Foundation  

for Baltic and East European Studies, 2007–2018. 

“Research is  
– and must be  
– international” 

THE FOUNDATION for Baltic and East European 
Studies (Östersjöstiftelsen) was formed in 1994. 
Two diferent goals came to be united in the bylaws 
formulated for the Foundation: the grants should 
be dedicated to research linked to the Baltic Sea 
region and Eastern Europe, and they should be 
linked to a specifc higher education institution in 
southern Stockholm, namely Södertörn University, 
which was founded in 1996. 

The Foundation therefore worked to strengthen 
the Eastern Europe profle at the university and to 
create and maintain a good environme-
nt for research on the Baltic Sea region 
and Eastern Europe. To achieve this 
three signifcant ventures were under-
taken: the establishment of a graduate 
school (the Baltic and East European 
Graduate School, BEEGS) in 2000, 
the establishment of a Baltic research 
center (the Centre for Baltic and East 
European Studies, CBEES) in 2005 and 
the start of the professor program in 2007. 

The publication of Baltic Worlds, starting in 
2008, was a way of highlighting research fndings 
internationally. 

BEEGS CAME FIRST, and marking the anniversary of 
BEEGS 20 years (in 2020) the then director of the 
Foundation, Brita Lövgren (Research Director 
2018–2023) shares on the importance of BEEGS: 

Supporting doctoral students by pro-
viding secure conditions in the form of 

doctoral studentships is integral to the 
Foundation’s priority of providing fun-
ding at every stage of the academic career. 
Research is – and must be – international. 

Doctoral students at BEEGS contri-
bute hugely to a creative research 
environment through their research 
focus and their presence. (BEEGS 20 
years, 2020) 

CBEES was originally a means of embo-
dying the Foundation’s need to clearly 
delimit and boost the Baltic compo-
nent of its fnancing. The Foundation’s 

Research Director at the time, Marianne Yagoubi, 
interviewed marking the Foundation’s 20th annive-
sary in 2014 on the role of CBEES; 

In consultation with Södertörn Univer-
sity, the decision was made in 2005 to es-
tablish a research center focused specif-
cally on the Baltic in order to develop the 
university’s profle in Eastern European 
and Baltic Sea area research, as well as to 
strengthen its multidisciplinary orienta-
tion. (Baltic Worlds no 2–3, 2014) ● 
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2005–2025 

Nina Cajhamre,  
Finance Officer  
2003–2013. 

“ I am honoured to have   
been a part of the centre” 
You were known for being very helpful and 
doing magic when it comes to solving 
economic issues. 

– That was too kind of you to say! I 
was just doing my best to make things 
easier. For me, it has always been im-
portant to understand the overall goal of 
the organization. CBEES has a clear goal 
and then it is easy to understand how you 
can contribute. I worked on CBEES’ bud-
get request to The Foundation for Baltic 
and East European Studies, resource 
allocation within the center, and ensured that doc-
toral students were fully funded. 
What did you enjoy and find most interesting 
while working at CBEES? 

– The most interesting about my time at CBEES 
is undoubtedly the meetings and conversations 
with all the fantastic people who worked there. 
It seems that CBEES has a special attraction for 
nice, intelligent and interesting people and I am 
honoured to have been a part of the centre. 

– The study trip to Ukraine and Cri-
mea is a particularly strong and nice 
memory. There are many good stories 
from that trip. Considering the current 
situation in Ukraine, I appreciate the 

trip even more. 
How did you experience this period 
of change and development at 
CBEES? 

– When I started in 2003, there was 
only the Baltic and East European Gra-
duate School (BEEGS). The graduate 

school was run by pioneers David Gaunt, Helena 
Carlbäck and Lena Arvidson. It was stimulating, 
developing and a lot of fun to work with them and 
all the PhD students. 

– When the university decided to develop the 
graduate school into a research centre, CBEES gai-
ned greater acknowledgement both within the uni-
versity and in the wider world. At that time, new 
pioneers arrived in the form of directors, research 
leaders, editors and administrators all of whom 
have contributed so that CBEES now proudly can 
celebrate 20 years. 

– I fnd it difcult to name all the important 
people from that time because they are all key per-
sons to me. I look back with joy on the time when 
we worked together. 
What do you do today? 

– Today I work as Head of fnance and planning 
at the Royal Academy of Music. Just like CBEES, it 
is a fantastic place to work and I enjoy it very much. 

– The university is educationally oriented but 
has the ambition to strengthen research. My expe-
riences from CBEES are valuable in that regard. ● 

CBEES  

participants in  

front of Livadia 

Palace in Yalta, 

Ukraine during 

a study trip 

in September  

2010.  

PHOTO: JONAS HARVARD 
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The German Studies Research Unit 

Mai-Brith Schartau (left) at the Erasmus Mundus project Baltic Study Network 

final conference “Promoting European Higher Education Worldwide: BalticStudy-

Net 2005–2009”, at University of Latvia, 2009. 
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Professor Berndt Hennings-

en, Director, Nordeuropa-In-

stitut, Humboldt-Universität 

zu Berlin, Germany who 

led the Reasmus Mundus 

project BalticStudyNet, 

was also a frequent visiting 

researcher at CBEES. 

THE GERMAN STUDIES Research Unit was formed at 
Södertörn University already in 2002 and then 
became part of CBEES’s activities and organiza-
tion until it was closed in 2012. Researchers within 
The German Studies Research Unit performed 
multi-scientifc research on Germany, for instance 
the relationship between Germany and Sweden, 
and similarities/diferences between the countries. 
The German Studies Research Unit accepted many 
visiting researchers (such as Professor Berndt 
Henningsen, Humboldt University), and interns, 
and regularly arranged conferences and seminars, 
within the frames of CBEES Advanced Seminars. 

The supervisor of the unit was Mai-Brith 
Schartau, Senior Lecturer in Political science. 
Schartau has published on various aspects of lead-
ership and organization, social economy and civil 
society, of German politics and of Baltic Sea region. 
Her research has been concerned Angela Merkel, 
changes of the welfare state, and the organization 
Caritas. In 2005–2009 Schartau was also respon-

sible for the Swedish part of the project BalticStud-
yNet – Promoting Baltic Sea Region Higher Educa-
tion Worldwide, which was an Erasmus Mundus 
project co-ordinated by the Humboldt University 
in Berlin. All in all eight universities and colleges in 
Europe were included in it. 

IN A CBEES NEWSLETTER from 2010 Mai-Brith 
Schartau says: 

The overall aim of BalticStudyNet was to 
promote higher education in the Baltic 
Sea Region outside the European Union, 
with the special focus on study and 
research programs dealing with poli-
tical, historical, economic and cultural 
perspectives on the Baltic Sea Region. 
To achieve this, a wide range of activities 
was organized, like a traveling exhibition, 
lecture and promotion tours to universi-
ties, workshops etc. ● 
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2005–2025 

Anu Mai Kőll. Director of CBEES 2006–2011. 

“These young doctors today 
enrich several Swedish 
universities with area specialists” 

T he basic condition of Baltic and East 
European studies at Södertörn University 
was the Foundation for Baltic and East 

European Studies (Östersjöstiftelsen), which the 
government attached to Södertörn University. 
The Foundation and area studies were the only 
research opportunities ofered to the new uni-
versity. The government in this way prescribed 
research themes for the staf, an unusual and rather 

controversial measure. There were many diferent 
disciplines at the university, courses were general 
and not many staf and students did or wished to do 
specialized area studies. 

The university interpretation of the directi-
ves was, as I understood it, that research which 
included some aspect, e.g. a comparison to, the 
Baltic and East European area could also be 
fnanced by the Foundation. Preconditions for 
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area studies, knowledge of languages, history 
and social conditions were thus not necessary to 
everybody. To achieve specialized area studies, 
the university leadership organised frst the Bal-
tic and East European Graduate School BEEGS, 
and then the Centre for Baltic and East European 
Studies, CBEES. All the funding was not meant 
for these, disciplines at the university were to 
have research money through lesser attachment 
to the area. 

I CAME TO CBEES 2006, at an early stage, when the 
organisation was still loose. The staf consisted of 
a few seasoned area researchers and six research 
leaders who were not specialists. Their task was 
to intermediate between the general disciplines 
and area studies. Two potential conficts between 
CBEES and the disciplines were inevitable in this 
construction. The frst about limited research 
resources, the second about recruitment to the 
graduate school, since regular university students 
had not been prepared for area studies. 

With good will the compromise worked, 
although critics pointed out that the quality and 
specialization of area studies did not correspond to 
the amount of research money used. In particular 
the graduate school was successful in turning out 

area specialists with graduation rates at a level 
with doctoral studies in other, less confict-ridden, 
academic environments. These young doctors 
today enrich several Swedish universities with area 
specialists, and some of them have already achie-
ved full professorships. Another positive result of 
the joint eforts of CBEES was that our seminars 
and conferences started to attract participants 
from the Baltic and East European area, as well 
as university students at Södertörn and other 
universities in Sweden. The main limitation during 
this time was our scarcity of senior specialists. This 
problem was pointed out by reviewers after CBEES 
had bad results in a national competition for new 
research money for Russian studies in 2009. Söder-
törn University made eforts to recruit new senior 
specialists. 

WHEN A NEW VICE chancellor, whose priorities did not 
include Baltic and East European studies, arrived 
at the university in 2010, this model did not work. 
CBEES was cut down to a minimum and the gradu-
ate students moved out of the CBEES environment. 
At this point I reached the age of retirement, with 
deep regrets about wasted eforts. I believe a new 
university leadership made it possible for CBEES 
to regain strength eventually. ● 

ANU MAI KŐLL is Professor 

Emerita of Baltic History, 

Culture. She has written 

works on Swedish and Baltic 

agrarian history, economic 

history and the history of 

Soviet repression in the 

Baltic countries. 

Her later research fo-

cuses on the impact of per-

secutions and local people’s 

participation in repres-

sion on civil society after 

World War II in the Baltic 

countries. Another field of 

interest is agrarian politics 

1880–1939 in the Baltic Sea 

Area, where the analysis of 

family farming, agrarian 

cooperation and land re-

forms has been conducted 

in comparative perspec-

tive. She has also studied 

economic nationalism in the 

Baltics, in cooperation with 

other researchers of Central 

and Eastern Europe. 
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2005–2025 

Anu Mai Kőll intro-

ducing herself as 

the new director of 

CBEES. Clip, CBEES 

Bulletin 2006. 

 

 

 
    
  
 
  
 

  
 
  
  
 
  
   
   
   
 
   
  

 
  
   
  
  
    
  
  
 
 
  
 

  
  
   
   
   
  
   
  

    

  
 

 

 

   

 
 

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
   
   

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
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CBEES’ visiting researchers 2006–2011 
CBEES ESTABLISHED early on many research contacts part: presenting their research at the Advanced 
to position the research centre internationally, of Seminar series, lecturing on doctoral courses and 
which many led to long-lasting research collabora- co-arranging workshops with CBEES researcher. 
tions. The articles and books written while visiting 

Beneath is a list of the visiting researchers that CBEES were even registered on the list of CBEES’ 
contributed to the environments by taking active achievements. ● 

2006 

Prof. Dr. Bernd Henningsen, 
Director, Nordeuropa-Institut, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
Germany. Date of visit: January– 
December 2006. 

Prof. Nick Couldry, Media 
and Communication Studies, 
Goldsmiths’ College, London. 
Date of visit: 14–21 May and 
3–10 November 2006. 

Ina Nalivaika, Ph.D., Asso-
ciate Professor of the Fa-
culty of Philosophy and Social 
Sciences, Belarusian State 
University, Minsk, Belarus. 
Date of visit: 6 February–20 
June 2006. 

Merje Kuus, Political Geograp-
hy, University of British Colum-
bia, Canada. Date of visit: 17–25 
April 2006. 

Professor Daniel Bertaux, 
Sociology, Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique, Paris. 

Date of visit: 2 May–30 June 
2006. 

Greg Feldman, Political Anth-
ropology, University of British 
Columbia, Canada. 
Date of visit: 1–11 May 2006. 

Professor Ingo Mose, Geo-
graphy/Regional Development, 
Landscape Ecology, Regional 
Politics, Tourism, Nature Parks, 
Carl von Ossietzky Universität, 
Oldenburg, Institut für Biologie 
und Umweltwissenschaften. 

Dr Alexander Wegener, Political 
Science, specialising in manag-
ment policies and organisation 
theory, Fellow of the Kommu-
nalwissenschaftliches Institut, 
Potsdam. 

Professor Howard Williams, 
Univ. Cardiff, Wales. 
Date of visit: 2–8 March 2006 

Dr Carola Häntsch, Philosophy, 
Univ. Greifswald. Date of visit: 
18–25 March 2006. 

Professor Paul Josephson, Dept. 
of History, Colby College, USA. 
Date of visit: 31 May 2006 

2007  
Professor Piotr Sztompka, Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow, Poland. 
Date of visit: 12 March–15 June 
2007. 

Prof. Dr. Bernd Henningsen, 
Direktor, Nordeuropa-Institut, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. 
Date of visit: January–December 
2007. 

Dr. Carola Häntsch, Philosophy, 
University of Greifswald. 
Date of visit: 25 August–5 Octo-
ber 2007. 

Professor Elena Gapova, Socio-
logy and Gender Studies, Di-
rector of the Centre for Gender 
Studies at the European Huma-
nities University in Vilnius. 
Date of visit: September–Novem-
ber 2007. 
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2005–2025 

Piotr Sztompka – a frequent visiting researcher 

So, we proceed in the discussion, from the relevance of Marxism to 
the relevance of civil society in the 1980s and today. 
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In the spring of 2008, 
Piotr Sztompka was a 

visiting researcher at 
Södertörn University. 

Stepping stone 
into the world
A conversation on sociology with Piotr Sztompka. 

H
e is a man of great stature. His self-confdence is obvious and well found-

the generosity and openness of somebody who is aware of what he has 
ed. He has reached the pinnacle of the academic world and expresses 

achieved, and stands by what he has done. 
And he has sociology to thank for it all: 
”Sociology became a platform on which I wanted to drift into the wider world. 

of one country. My main ambition was to get away from the provincialism of one 
place. I wanted to live in Poland but also to exist in the world. Sociology was a very 
international discipline. My knowledge of English became an advantage.” 

At this time, in the early 1960s, Piotr Sztompka saw no political constraints. His 
advisor was supportive even if he probably neither read nor understood everything 
of the dissertation on ”functional analysis” that he was supervising. 

ingsberg campus of Södertörn University. 
Looking back at these student years, he can see an underlying logic in his profes-

sional life. As a student in secondary school his main interest was natural sciences. 
But soon he decided this was too narrow. To become ”somebody” in the natural sci-
ences, you had to specialize and maintain an undivided focus. 

The American consulate in his native Kracow, by more or less illicit means, de-

and Stanislaw Ossowski also chose quite esoteric areas of study to stay away from 
Communist Party concerns. It would have been an entirely diferent matter to write 
about social policy or theology. 

A further step to safeguard independence was to join the Party! Party member-

”I was never a Communist”, he emphasizes. 
And his exit from the Party smells of heroism. 
”When I joined the Party, I said to myself that I will leave when they start shoot-

ing at people again.” 
In December 1981, Piotr Sztompka was teaching at the Johns Hopkins Center 

in Bologna. When martial law was declared in Poland on December 13, he imme-

With his modern American intellectual orientation and a slightly embarrassing 
Communist Party membership in the background as a purely opportunistic safe-
guard, one would think that Marxism would exist only at the most distant margins 
of his interests. Is Marxism of any scholarly relevance today? 

”On the metatheoretical level, Marx sees society as an asymmetric whole. This 
is similar to my studies of functional systems. Then there is the idea that by being a 

And eventually it served this function. I succeeded in this regard. I have been able The theoretical theme of the work—later to be expanded into Sztompka’s frst 
to live and work in Poland, but also was able to become internationally active and volume in English, System and Function—also ”served the function” of making it 
recognized”, he says in his temporary ofce at CBEES’ new location on the Flem- possible to uphold an independent line of thinking at the time. Zygmunt Bauman 

livered the Herald Tribune and Newsweek to his pianist father’s doorstep. The son ship helped him get a Fulbright scholarship to the U.S. When he frst applied, he lost diately returned to hand in his Party membership card. The borders were closed scholar you have an efect on the world, you infuence politics and social develop-
learned about the world and the English language. So he chose law, the natural dis- out to a lackluster candidate who was a Party member. Piotr Sztompka learned the behind him. But the military leaders were worried about their international reputa- ments. When your ideas afect politics and ordinary people, they become praxis 
cipline of public afairs in communist Poland. lesson, entered the Party, and the next year, 1972, arrived at Berkeley, California, tion, and Professor Sztompka returned to Italy. There was a green card to America rather than remaining academic.” 

where he joined the community of sociologists, rewrote and expanded his Polish waiting and a position in New York. Emigration was a viable option. But even with ”On the theoretical level”, Piotr Sztompka continues, ”there is the importance 
dissertation on a portable second-hand Olivetti in a drab hotel room, made 20 xer- his international orientation and the tempting opportunities in the U.S., he did not of the notion of class. Even with the dramatic changes we have seen in capitalism 

Along the way, he discovered sociology as a secondary theme in the introduc- ox copies of his manuscript that he then sent to leading publishers he had identifed want to leave permanently. Even today, he never stays away from Kracow for more since Marx’s time, this is still relevant.” 
tory law curriculum. He had not even heard of it before. Sociology had been non- on the shelves in the Berkeley library, and got published. His international career than six months a year. Finally, there is Marx’s belief in grass roots mobilization, that revolutionary 
existent in Stalinist times but was reintroduced in Poland starting in 1956. The frst was of to a start. mobilization can change the world. The paradox is that this idea was verifed in the 
sociology book he got a hold of was a meta-theoretical work on the peculiarities of ”Jerzy Waitr, Zygmunt Bauman, Kolakowski, Michnik... There were times when Solidarity movement in Poland, which showed how the power of the people could 
the social sciences. It was not about Polish society at all. 90% of all prominent social scientists were Party members. This did not mean that American theoretical sociology, though, remains his main area of interest. achieve change by joining forces in civil society against communist rule. 

The young man was still a natural scientist by inclination: they wanted to have anything to do with communism. We did not ask for favors or During a second visit to the U.S. and New York in 1974, he came even closer to the ”It is ironic”, he smiles, ”that the proletariat fought against the communist 
”What drove me frst was a fascination with abstract theory. I even went into the privileges but simply to be free and to be able to travel.” core of functional analysis by getting to know Robert K. Merton, who became a state. Intellectuals were helpful but this was a mass movement against the workers’ 

philosophy of sciences, looking at the question of how sociology could be a scien- This was a time when there were probably more communists in New York or friend and mentor. The master analyst of roles and role sets became his role model. state.” 
tifc feld.” London than in the Polish workers’ party. Still, it is absurd that the most theoreti- Ten years later, he would be Merton’s biographer. 

”But there was a second undercurrent. Law is national, it has the perspective cal, ”bourgeois” social science turns out to be the safest venue for independent ”I was lucky to meet a person like Merton. To have a true master is one of the 
thinking in communist society, and that Party membership creates the greatest secrets of success in the academic profession. And he, perhaps the greatest sociolo-
possibility for freedom, for getting out and traveling to the U.S. But there are con- gist of the 20th century, gave me the two most important gifts one may get: trust ”Civil society was re-discovered in the ’80s by leaders of the anti-communist oppo-

A well-dressed and 
temporary parallels of course, in China: Today, Chinese social scientists are allowed and friendship. Just on the basis of reading my frst book he invited me to visit as a sition in Central Europe as a kind of intellectual tool to generalize their own experi-

engaged academic 
to read and write anything and travel widely, as long as they do not challenge the professor at Columbia. It was a considerable measure of trust in an unknown young ence of strong bonds of association that existed outside of the state. ’Anti-political 
supremacy of the Party. scholar from Eastern Europe, thus creating an obligation in me to match the expec- politics’—to use the language of Vaclav Havel —stood up on behalf of the public in-

”This was one of the rare opportunistic things I did”, Piotr Sztompka confesses. tations. He became my role model and master not only in the feld of sociology, but terest. As early as 1979, I had a personal experience at a mass during the frst visit to 
”But this way, you could stay in a normal environment and do ’normal’ things.” also regarding personal problems, always standing at my side during the inevitable Poland by the Polish Pope John Paul II. Two million people were gathered in a large 

lecturer, a native 
of Kracow. Baltic Worlds, vol.1, no.1 2008. 

But maybe there is a sensitive issue here: moments of personal crisis.” feld. They were ordinary, quite isolated people. After the religious ceremony end-

Stalinists and sociologists didn’t fit together. A Polish sociologist almost needed to reason like a natural scientist. 

PROFESSOR PIOTR SZTOMPKA,  

Sociology, Jagiellonian  

University at Krakow was  

a frequent visiting re-

searcher at CBEES. Piotr  

Sztompka was the recipient  

of Södertörn University’s first

honorary doctorate (2013),  

for being “an organic part of  

  

the university, holding numerous lectures and popular  

doctoral courses.” 

During the spring 2010 he for instance gave the  

course “Social and Cultural Change: The Case of Post-

Communist Societies” rendering doctoral students 7,5  

credits. In the course special emphasis was given to  

“soft variables”: cultural values, rules, norms, mentali-

Particular attention was paid to the crisis of trust as  

observed in most post-communist societies, as well as  

to pervasive social pathologies, e.g. corruption, inter-

preted as responses to social and cultural trauma. 

While earlier visiting CBEES, in 2008, he was inter-

viewed by Anders Mellbourn in the first pilot-issue of  

Baltic Worlds (2008 vol.1, no.1) 

ties, identities. The framework for 

understanding post-communist  

changes was based on the “theory  

of cultural trauma”, as explicated 

in the book Cultural Trauma and  

Collective Identity, (J.Alexander,  

R.Eyerman, B.Giesen. N.Smelser  

and P. Sztompka, Berkeley,  

California University Press 2005).  

2008  
Professor Simo Laakkonen, 
Department of Social Science 
History, University of Helsinki, 
Finland. Date of visit: 7 Janua-
ry–29 February 2008 

Professor Piotr Sztompka, Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow, Poland. 
Date of visit: 14 April–20 May 
2008 

Professor Joanna Regulska, 
Professor of Women’s Stu-
dies and Geography, Dean of 
International Programs, SAS, 
Rutgers University. 
Date of visit: 1–31 May 2008. 

Professor John Veit-Wilson, 
Visiting Professor in Sociology, 
School of Geography, Politics & 
Sociology, Newcastle University. 
Date of visit: 2–13 June 2008 

Professor Kristine Kern, Uni-
versity of Michigan. 
Date of visit: October 2007– 
15 October 2008. 

Associate Professor Arvy-
das Guogis, Swedish Institute 
Scholarship, Mykolas Romers 
University, Vilnius. 
Date of visit: 4 February– 
30 August 2008 

Anastassia Leonova, PhD 
student, Political Systems and 

Institutional Change Program, 
IMT Lucca, Italy. Date of visit: 11 
February–30 June & 30 Sep-
tember–20 November 2008. 

Professor Ralph Tuchtenhagen, 
NordOst Institute, IKGN, Uni-
versität Hamburg. 
Date of visit: 11 August– 
12 October 2008 

Professor András Bozóki, De-
partment of Political Science, 
Central European University, 
Budapest, Hungary. 
Date of visit: 1 September– 
31 October 2008. 

Professor Max Engman, History, 
Åbo Akademi University. 
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Andrea Petõ – visiting researcher and active partner to CBEES 
ANDREA PETÕ, Associate Professor at the Depart-

ment of Gender Studies at the Central European 

University in Hungary was a visiting researcher in 

2011. 

She was awarded an honorary doctorate by Sö-

dertörn University in 2021, to “support her decisive 

scholarly contributions to gender research in Cen-

tral and Eastern Europe, as well as her dedication 

to promoting this perspective at regional, national 

and European levels”. 

Petõ has been active partner to CBEES; as a 

CBEES Distinguished lecturer, contributor to Baltic 

Worlds, a participant in workshops and conferen-

ces, and she is currently collaborating on issues 

such as academic freedom at risk, and networking 

to support higher education for scholars at risk. 

Date of visit: 1 September– 
31 December 2008. 

Marta Grzechnik, European 
University Institute, Florence, 
Italy. Visiting doctoral student at 
SHI (Institute of Contemporary 
History) and CBEES. 
Date of visit: 27 August 2008– 
30 April 2009. 

Krister Hanne, Doctoral student, 
Political Science, Nordeuropa-
Institut, Humboldt Univerity, 
Germany. Date of visit: 1 Sep-
tember–31 October 2008. 

Algo Rämmer, Univery of Tartu, 
Estonia. Visiting doctoral stu-
dent at SHI (Institute of Con-

temporary History) and CBEES. 
Date of visit: 4 September– 
19 December 2008. 

2009  
Professor Bernd Henningsen, 
Director, Institute for Northern 
Europe, Humboldt University, 
Berlin, Germany. Date of visit: 
January–December 2009 

Professor Max Engman, History, 
Åbo Akademi University. 
Date of visit: 1 September 
2008–31 January 2009 

Marta Grzechnik, European 
University Institute, Florence, 
Italy. Visiting doctoral student at 

SHI (Institute of Contemporary 
History) and CBEES. 
Date of visit: 27 August 2008– 
30 April 2009. 

Professor Peter Trawny, 
Bergische Universität Wupper-
tal, Germany. Date of visit: 
15 February–31 March 2009. 

Dr Antje Wischmann, Resear-
cher in Scandinavian Literary 
and Cultural Studies. 
Date of visit: 16 February– 
14 June 2009. 

Professor Robert Bernasconi, 
Department of Philosophy, 
niversity of Memphis, USA. 
Date of visit: 9 May–9 June 2009. 



 

2005–2025 

Conor O’Dwyer, Assistant Pro-
fessor in Political Science and 
European Studies, University of 
Florida, USA.  Date of visit:  
27 April–25 June 2009. 

Kevin Deegan-Krause, Asso-
ciate Professor, Department of  
Political Science, Wayne State 
University, USA.  Date of visit:  
2 May–28 June 2009 

Dr Joanna Mizielinska, Warsaw 
School of Social Psychology.  
Date of visit: September 2009. 

2010  
Tatiana Bazarova, historian 
from the St. Petersburg Insti-
tute of History of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.  
Date of visit: 18 January–27  
February 2010. 

Dr. Kathrin Braun, Professor of 
Political Science at Leibniz-Uni-
versity, Hannover, Germany.  
Date of visit: August-December  
2010. 

Karsten Brüggeman, Professor  
of Estonian and General His-
tory, Tallinn University, Estonia.   
Date of visit: November-Decem-
ber 2010. 

Ludger Hagedorn, Fellow of 
the Czech Academy of Sci-
ences (AV CR). Date of visit: 10  
January- 10 June 2010. 

Detlef Jahn, Professor of Com-
parative Politics at the Univer-
sity of Greifswald, Germany.  
Date of visit: September  
2010-January 2011. 

Katarina Katz, senior lecturer in
Economics at Karlstad Univer-
sity, Sweden.  
Date of visit: October-December  
2010. 

Dr Kristine Kern, Universitair  
Docent at Wageningen Univer-
sity in the Netherlands.  
Date of visit: August–October  
2010. 

Kenneth J. Knoespel, Interim  
Dean of the Ivan Allen College 
at Georgia Tech and McEver 
Professor of Engineering and 
the Liberal Arts.  
Dates of visit: April 2010, Sep-
tember–December 2010. 

Britta Pelters, doctoral student  
at the Faculty of Public Health, 
Bielefeld University, Germany.  
Date of visit: March–May 2010. 

Professor Piotr Sztompka, Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Jagiellonian
University in Krakow, Poland.  
Date of visit: April–May 2010. 

2011 
Maria Bakardjieva, Profes-
sor and Division Head at the 
Faculty of Communication and  

Culture at the University of 
Calgary, Canada.   
Date of visit: 1 February–  
30 June 2011. 

Jörg Hackmann, Professor of 
History at the University of 
Szczecin, Poland.   
Date of visit: 6 February–2 April 
2011. 

Andrea Petõ, Associate Pro-
fessor at the Department of 
Gender Studies at the Central 
European University in Hung-
ary.  Date of visit: 5 April–1 May 
2011. 

Dr Benjamin Stanley wrote his  
dissertation on populism in 
Poland.   
Date of visit: 15 March–15 June 
2011. 

Dr. Tiia Vissak works at the 
Faculty of Economics and Busi-
ness, Tartu University, Estonia.  
Date of visit: 8 February–20 
March 2011. 

Tony Wood is Deputy Editor of 
the New Left Review, London.  
Date of visit: 12 September–7  
October 2011. 

Karolina Zurek from the  
Department of Law, European 
University Institute, Italy and 
SIEPS, Stockholm.  
Date of visit: 31 August–  
31 December 2011. 
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CBEES Research leaders 2007 

GÖRAN BOLIN is a Professor 

in Media & Communication 

Studies at Södertörn Uni-

versity College. He is also a 

Research leader at CBEES. 

Since the early 1990s, Gö-

ran has worked in or headed 

research projects dealing with 

violence in the media, youth and cultural production, 

entertainment television and the relation between 

production practices and textual expressions, media 

consumption and the production of value in cultural 

industries, media structure and use in the Baltic Sea 

Region, mobile phone use, etc. Methodologically, the 

projects have involved textual analysis, media ethno-

graphy, statistical analysis and cultural analysis. 

MICHAEL GILEK is a Senior 

Lecturer in Ecotoxicology 

and Research leader at 

CBEES. At CBEES, his aim 

is to develop a multidiscipli-

nary research environment 

focusing on understanding 

environmental governance and 

sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region. 

Michael is connected to the CBEES research theme, 

Knowledge and Sustainability, together with Teresa 

Kulawik. His own research interests are environmental 

risks in general and the ecological risks of chemicals, 

in particular. Currently, he is especially interested in 

understanding science-policy interactions in the field 

of chemical risk. His ongoing research projects deal 

with risk assessment and regulation of chemical risks 

in the Baltic Sea Region; exposure, transport and 

effects of contaminants in Baltic Sea sediments; and 

risk assessment of contaminated land. 

ANNE-CATHRINE JUNGAR is 

a political scientist and 

Research leader at CBEES. 

She is responsible for the 

theme, Social Landscapes 

of the Political, together 

with Apastolis Papkostas. She 

holds a PhD from the Department of 

Government at Uppsala University and has a position 

as Senior Lecturer at Södertörn University College. Her 

research is about democracy and forms of democratic 

government. She has studied political institutions such 

as national parliaments, governments and referenda in 

a comparative perspective, and how European integra-

tion affects the political systems of the member states. 

APOSTOLIS PAPAKOSTAS is a 

Senior Lecturer in Socio-

logy at Södertörn University 

College. He received his 

PhD from the Department 

of Sociology, Stockholm 

University, in 1995, and has 

been involved in several research 

projects about the organisational aspects of contem-

porary society and social change. Dr Papakostas has 

published books and articles on social movements, 

civil society, state development, political parties, social 

change, corruption, and political clientelism. His ap-

proach is historical-comparative and deals with orga-

nisational issues in society. He is currently working on 

a book on the forms and functions of institutionalised 

mistrust in contemporary life. 

IN CBEES NEWSLETTER 2007 NO. 4 ALL SIX NEWLY 

APPOINTED RESEARCH LEADERS WERE PRESENTED. 

ABOVE SHORTEN VERSIONS FOR 4 OF THEM. TERESA KULA-

WIK (SEE PAGE 26) REBECKA LETTEVALL (SEE PAGE 34). 
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2005–2025 

Ewa Rogström, 
Officer, ad-
ministration  
of doctoral-

level education,  
2006–2013. 

“ It was a period of innovation,   
visions, and constructive   
activities within the organization” 
In a lot of the doctoral theses from 2006 
and onwards, is a dedication to you, for 
being so helpful. You were a very central 
person for many at CBEES, especially the 
doctoral students, please tell us (briefly) 
about your work role and tasks at CBEES 
during your period as administrator. 

– I primarily worked with doctoral 
education administration, for example 
with courses and public defences, but 
also as secretary for the CBEES mana-
gement group and with communication 
matters as a web editor/coordinator. 
What did you enjoy and find most 
interesting about working at CBEES? Do 
you have any particular memories to share? 

– The period at CBEES was the most 
interesting of all my years at Södertörn 
University, and what I apprecia-
ted most was the international 
atmosphere among the doctoral 
students and other dedicated 
colleagues, the efcient and 
enjoyable collaboration flled 
with laughter within our close-
knit administrative team, as well 
as the cooperation with directors 
of studies, the editor of Baltic 
Worlds, and several others. I 
will never forget the incredibly 
interesting study trip we had the 

privilege to take to Ukraine in 2010. I still think 
about it often, especially in light of the current 
global situation. All the enriching encounters 
with the doctoral students and the opportu-

nity to learn so much about doctoral education 
meant a lot to me. I am very grateful for all the 
nice memories from CBEES! 
You worked at CBEES between 2006 
and 2013 and saw the centre develop 
and change, could you please give us a 
short description of CBEES during this 
epoch, other keypersons you worked 

Presentation of thesis ceremony, before the actual defence. Irina 

Seits is nailing a thesis page to the wall in the library. 
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with, CBEES role and significance at the 
university? 

– It was a period of innovation, visions, and con-
structive activities within the organization, with 
many diferent doctoral students meeting across 
disciplines over extended periods. Many inter-
national visiting researchers praised CBEES for 
its friendly atmosphere and hospitality. Doctoral 
courses were arranged on several occasions in con-
nection with these visits, and their expertise was 
used as much as possible. 

– Perhaps it was a time when it was somewhat  
easier to consolidate CBEES’s interests with the  
various subjects at the university, not least with  
the help of research leaders from all schools,  
even though, as now, there were certain tensions  
and similar challenges – such as issues around  
afliations, that were sometimes tricky for the  
doctoral students to navigate. As mentioned  
above, the collaboration among everyone wor-
king at CBEES was very good and led to many  
positive outcomes in various ways, both within  
the research activities and the administrative  
support during the “development period” from  
2006 to 2010. The journal Baltic Worlds was 
launched and became a key pillar within CBEES,  
especially so after the reorganization period that  
followed from 2011 onwards – a time marked by  
various transitions before things settled and sta-
bilized again with previous and new knowledge- 
able staf.  ● 

CBEES Research  
leader 2011 
In 2010 Per Bolin was appointed Research 

leader (see page 62). 

CHARLOTTE BYDLER is the new 

Research leader for CBEES’ 

theme: “Cultural Theory 

– Cosmopolis, Cultural 

Technologies & Cultural 

Public Spheres”. Char-

lotte Bydler is a writer, 

art critic and lecturer at the 

Department of Art History, School 

of Culture and Communication, Södertörn Uni-

versity, Sweden. Her publications are focused 

on contemporary art, internet art culture, and 

cosmopolitan cultural relations. Bydler sees the 

definition of the Baltic region and Europe (east 

and west) as an issue of identity and thus open 

to negotiation. 

“Naturally, this is immediately visible in 

areas that were previously under Soviet control. 

But migration, geo-cultural borders and historic 

spheres of influence stretch far beyond territo-

rial and political issues of sovereignty.” 

As newly appointed research leader, 
what are you planning to do? 

“I am beginning by mobilising networks 

relating to Sami cultural research around 

the Baltic, as well as more general cultural-

theoretical research on ‘contemporary’ and 

cultural-industrial applications,” she says, and 

continues: “Among CBEES-BEEGS’ researchers 

and doctoral students there is interest around 

the production of post-Soviet nostalgia, which 

will eventually be the subject of a conference or 

workshop,” she adds. 

SOURCE: CBEES NEWSLETTER NO. 3, 2011 
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2005–2025 

Teresa Kulawik,  
Research leader  

and Gender  
Coordinator   
at CBEES  

2007–2011. 

“ The position as Research leader  
opened great possibilities   
for research cooperation” 

I belong to the group of six founding 
Research leaders at the Center 
for Baltic and East European 

Studies at Södertörn University in 
the years 2006–2011. I earned my 
doctorate in political science at the 
Free University in Berlin with a com-
parative study on the formation of the 
Swedish and German welfare state from
a gender perspective. I had contacts 
with scholars at Södertörn since it was 
established. In 2001 I spent half a year 
as a visiting researcher, sponsored by 
the Swedish Research Council at the 

 

Södertörn Institute of Contemporary History. In 
2003 I started a permanent position as lecturer in 
Gender Studies. 

THE ASSIGNMENT as Research leader was a stroke 
of luck for me, as it allowed me to broaden my 
comparative perspective towards Eastern Europe. 
I was born in Poland and lived there until I was 12 
years. My frst research project in Sweden granted 
in 2002 by the Research Council on “Gene Techno-
logy as a Problem for Democracy” covered all three 
countries (Poland, Germany and Sweden). 

The position as Research leader opened great 
possibilities for research cooperation. One of our 
tasks was to ensure that scholars at Södertörn 
University perceive research towards the Baltic 
Sea and Eastern European region as important 
and exciting, rather than as imposed from outside 

through the governmental decision to af-
liate the Foundation for Baltic and East 
European Studies with the university. 
Initially there was a lack of clarity con-
cerning our role as research leaders. 

WE HAVE BEGUN to formulate six overar-
ching themes in order to initiate inter-
disciplinary research groups that will 
submit proposals for large-scale pro-
jects. I launched ”Knowledge Society: 
Past and Future”. After a reorganization 
of the Center, themes were merged and 
together with Michael Gilek I became 

responsible for “Knowledge and Sustainability”. 
After an evaluation of the Center in 2009 I was 
assigned the task to support the gender perspec-
tive across all themes, having been committed 
to strengthening the interdisciplinary gender 
network at the university since 2006. Since 2010 
during several years, gender research received ad-
ditional funding from the Foundation for Baltic and 
East European Studies (SEK 1 million + overhead 
costs) as one of the university’s designated profle 
research areas. During the time at CBEES I was 
leading three research projects, and was further-
more Principal Investigator (PI) for the EU Inte-
grated Project, FEMCIT “Gendered Citizenship 
in Multicultural Europe: The Impact of Contem-
porary Women’s Movements”. 

I have invited several renowned visiting resear-
chers to CBEES and contributed to the internatio-
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nalization of research networks. Among them Elena 
Gapova, Joanna Regulska, Andras Bozoki, Joanna 
Mizielinska, Kathrin Braun, and Birgit Sauer (for 
afliation and years of visiting see pages 19–22). 

I HAVE CO-ORGANIZED a number of international 
conferences that have attracted media attention 
and put Södertörn on the research map. In retro-
spect, the conference “Why is there no Happiness 
in the East” proved to be at the cutting edge of new 
thinking at the limit between post/decolonial and 
post socialist scholarship, from which the book 
emerged: Borderlands in European Gender Studies: 
Beyond the East–West Frontier (eds. Teresa Ku-
lawik, Zhanna Kravchenko, (London: Routledge, 
2020). ● 

Organized conferences 
Why is there no Happiness in the East? The 
Making of European Gender Studies, in co-
operation with Youlia Gradkova and Renata 
Ingbrandt. conference, 8–10 September 2011. 

Strengthening Synergies: Gender Studies and 
Baltic Sea Studies, Workshop, December 2009. 

Recasting the Peaceful Revolution of ’89. 
Roots and Legacies, International conference, 
22–24 October 2009 (co-organizer with 
Thomas Lundén et al, in cooperation with the 
Polish, German and Slovak Ambassies). 

Bodily Citizenship in Transnational Spaces. 
International Workshop, 18–19 May 2009 
(co-organized with Fredrik Sveneaus). 

Thinking and Making Connections: Cybernetic 
Heritage in the Social and Human Sciences 
and Beyond, 10–11 November 2008, Interna-
tional conference at Södertörn University and 
the Nobel Museum (with Rebecka Letteval). 

“Gender Knowledge and Baltic Sea Studies”, 
Workshop with international guests 5/2008. 

Symposium “Changes of Political Culture in 
East and Central Europe”, at the Kulturhuset 
Stockholm, in cooperation with the Polish 
Institute and the Rumanian Cultural Institute, 
4/2007. 

“Science and Democracy. A New Frontier 
between Eastern and Western Europe?” Inter-
national Conference at the Södertörn Univer-
sity, in cooperation with the Nobel Museum, 
financed by the Swedish Research Council 
and CBEES. 9/2006. 
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2005–2025 

Helene Carlbäck. CBEES Director 2010–2013. 

“T he relationship between CBEES  
and the rest of the university   
was not always an easy one” 

In a few weeks forty-four CBEES employ-
ees will be of for Kiev (sic!) and Crimea. 
We look forward to an exciting study trip 
where Ukrainian colleagues and local 
guides will inform us about the current 
situation in Ukraine and give us the history 
of Roma Holocaust in the Second World 
War and the destiny of the Crimean Tatars 
during centuries. 

T he lines about the Ukrainian journey in 
September 2010 were taken from CBEES 
Director’s letter that I edited in 2010–2013. 

I had been appointed CBEES deputy director in 
2009 and took over as acting director in 2012. 

The Centre for Baltic and East European was 
developing fast in the years around 2010. The num-
ber of PhD-students increased, a growing number 
of project researchers and postdoctoral scholars 
were accommodated at the centre, two new CBEES 
professors were installed, and four research lead-
ers started their afliation with the centre. 

HOWEVER, the relationship between CBEES and the 
rest of the university was not always an easy one. 
Why should BEEGS PhD-students spend their frst 
two years with CBEES, when they could be hosted 
in the academic schools from the very beginning? 
After all, some colleagues would argue, several of 
the academic disciplines had by now achieved the 
right to confer PhD-degrees and were able to train 
and supervise the students themselves. To this 
CBEES would answer that we had the competence 
to give a multidisciplinary training in Baltic and 
East European studies in a multinational environ-
ment – an asset for the students to take with them 
to their core disciplines. 

Not just CBEES, but the whole of the university 
was rapidly expanding. It was in constant motion, 
constructing new houses and pulling down old 
buildings. We all had to move several times. From 
Director’s letter 10 December 2010 we read: “Next 
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year we will receive seventeen new doctoral stu-
dents. An unprecedented number of 208 candida-
tes has applied. 70 percent of the applicants come 
from outside of Sweden.” So, we had to move again. 
The ofer from the university administration was 
two corridors far down in the Moa building that 
previously had housed laboratories. The rooms 
were sparsely equipped with windows. We resisted 
frmly and fnally we were given the premises 
where CBEES still is located. 

A MORE COMPLICATED object for negotiations was the 
future role of CBEES within the university. The new 
vice-chancellor (2010) initiated a restructuring pro-
ject for the university, and one idea was to integrate 
autonomous centres into the academic schools. 
Director’s letter 4 April 2012: “We are facing an 
academic year at Södertörn that will bring changes. 
We hope for a solution that will beneft CBEES in the 
long run in the coming reorganizing endeavours.” Fi-
nally, after several discussions and documentations, 
CBEES remained autonomous. Meanwhile, the 
economic conditions had become restrained at the 
university, and the competition for fnancial means 
from the Foundation for Baltic and East European 

Studies sharpened. CBEES had to cut down parts of 
its excellent administrative staf. Baltic Worlds was 
also threatened, but the newly appointed editor-
in-chief, Ninna Mörner, managed to reorganize the 
magazine without losing the high quality. 

CBEES was a place full of activities of all sorts. 
The Floating seminar and the BEEGS pub were 
launched and a brown bag (lunch) seminar started 
on Wednesdays with the aim of bringing together 
senior and junior researchers on an informal 
exchange of knowledge. Let me just mention a few 
examples of the brown bag seminars: “Ph.D. stu-
dent Iveta Jurkane researching Latvian women’s 
long-distance romantic relationships, will talk 
about a conference on Sociology of emotions that 
she recently had visited”. “Ph.D. student Ekaterina 
Kalinina will inform of her visit to The Moscow Fa-
shion week.” “Professor Irina Sandomirskaja will 
discuss political protests in Russian social media”. 
“Associate Professor Ann-Cathrine Jungar will 
analyze ways of populism in the Nordic countries 
with a focus of the upcoming elections in Finland.” 

In 2013 I resigned as deputy director from 
CBEES to take on my own research project on a 
full-time basis. ● 

HELENE CARLBÄCK, Director of Stu-

dies of the Baltic and East European 

Graduate School, BEEGS (2002–2009), 

and Director of the Centre for Baltic 

and East European Studies, CBEES 

(2010–2013). 

Helene Carlbäck is an Associate 

Professor in History and her research 

interests cover Soviet Russian history 

of family politics and realities, gender 

relations, further she does research 

on contacts and connections between 

Sweden and Russia in the 20th century, 

such as Emigration of Swedes to Tsarist 

Russia during fifty years before the 

Russian revolution in 1917; Swedish-

Soviet negotiations on “Exchanging 

Trade for Recognition” in the 1920s; 

and Images of Russia in Sweden, as 

well as other aspects of the relations 

between the two countries. 

Helene Carlbäck has also written 

articles and edited collection of articles 

on Soviet revolutionary women’s history 

and, translated and published archi-

val lists and documents on relations 

between Sweden and Soviet Union, after 

WWII. 

She was the head of the multidiscipli-

nary project “Family and the strong state 

in Eastern Europe: liberation or coer-

cion?” and project researcher in the pro-

ject “What does it mean to be a father 

in Russia? State, civil society and citizen 

discourses about fatherhood in Russia” 

studying discourses on fatherhood in 

contemporary North Western Russia. 

She is currently writing about the 

Soviet 1980s. 
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CBEES Advanced Seminar Series 2013 
CBEES ADVANCED SEMINARS is a series of lectures, and Eastern Europe. CBEES seminars are open to a 
presentations of new publications and discussions wide audience. 
of individual academic work-in-progress, all tied Beneath a list of such seminars arranged during 
to contemporary research in the Baltic Sea region the year 2013. ● 

7 JANUARY: Casting a ‘Beacon of 
Liberty’: Role Expectations in U.S. 
Georgia Policy, 2004–2010 
Joint CBEES/Political Science 
Seminar. Nicklas Nilsson, BE-
EGS/Political Science. 
Discussants: Michael Karlsson 
& Marcel Mangold, Political 
Science. 
Chair: Torbjörn Bergman, 
Political Science. 

28 JANUARY: The Integration or Dis-
integration of the State. The Policy 
of the Independent Latvia Towards 
the Ethnic Minorities (non-citizens) 
after 1991 
Dr Miroslaw Jankowiak, Insti-
tute of Slavic Studies and Polish 
Academy of Sciences, Warsaw. 
Dr. Jankowiak has previously 
done research on the Belaru-
sian minority in Kaliningrad and 
Latvia. 
Discussant: Per Bolin. 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

4 FEBRUARY: Like Fish in Water? 
Surveillance in Post-Communist 
Societies 
Dr Ola Svenonius, Political Sci-

ence, Södertörn University. 
Discussant: Per Bolin. 
Chair: Joakim Ekman. 

11 FEBRUARY: Ethnic and national 
identities in a flux: the case of a 
Baltic borderland” 
Professor Laura Assmuth, So-
cial anthropology, University of 
Eastern Finland, Joensuu. 
Discussant: Madeleine Hurd. 
Chair: Per-Bolin. 

18 FEBRUARY: Sailing, Sleeping and 
Eating on Board 17th Century Ships. 
Tapping into the Potential of Baltic 
Sea Shipwrecks with regards to the 
Archaeology of Space 
Niklas Eriksson, doctoral 
student, BEEGS and MARIS, 
Södertörn University. 
Discussant: Heiko Droste, His-
tory, Södertörn University. 
Chair: Joakim Ekman. 

25 FEBRUARY: CBEES Workshops 
for BEEGS Students 
Convenor: Charlotte Bydler. 

11 MARCH: Gated housing as a 
reflection of public-private divide: 

on the popularity of gated commu-
nities in Poland 
Dr Dominika Polanska, Socio-
logy, Postdoctoral researcher at 
CBEES. 
Discussant: Jonas Lindström, 
Sociology, Södertörn University. 
Chair: Joakim Ekman. 

25 MARCH: Surplus Capital: 
New Architecture, Urban Space, 
and Political Life in the Contem-
porary Caucasus 
Bruce Grant, Professor, De-
partment of Anthropology, New 
York University. 
Opponent: Irina Sandomirskaja, 
Professor, Cultural Studies, 
CBEES. 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

8 APRIL: CBEES Workshops 
for BEEGS Students 
Main theme: Gaining knowledge: 
Strategies on information re-
trieval. 
PhD Johnny Rodin, Political 
science. Dace Lagerborg, 
Research librarian. Per Bolin, 
historian, Research leader at 
CBEES. 
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17 APRIL: The development of jour-
nalism in Eastern Europe (TBC) 
Joint CBEES/Journalism Seminar 
Owen V. Johnson, Professor in 
Journalism, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. 
Chair: Gunnar Nygren, 
Journalism. 

22 APRIL: A Feuding Good Men: 
The 1930s Leadership Crisis in 
the Estonian-Swedish Community 
Glen Kranking, Gustavus 
dolphus College. 
Discussant: Anu Mai Kõll. 
Chair: Per Bolin. 

24 APRIL: The power of the chair? 
Lithuania on the eve of the EU 
presidency 
The Ambassador from Lithua-
nia to Sweden, Mr Eitvydas 
Bajarunas, will give an introduc-
tion to the seminar. Professor 
Karl Magnus Johansson and 
Ph.D. Kjetil Duvold join him on 
a panel. This is a joint seminar 
between CBEES and Political 
Science at Södertörn Univer-
sity. 
Contact: Joakim Ekman. 

29 APRIL: CBEES Workshop: 
Publish or Perish? 
Convenor: Joakim Ekman 
CBEES invited BEEGS doctoral 
students and other interested 
to an open workshop on “Get-
ting Published in Scientific 
Journals”. A number of senior 
scholars and journal editors at 

Södertörn University shared 
their experiences and provi-
ded younger scholars with tips 
and good advice on e.g. what 
to think about when submitt-
ing your manuscripts to peer 
reviewed journals, what open 
access and citation indexes are 
all about, publication strate-
gies, and how to deal with 
rejections. 
Contact: Joakim Ekman. 

6 MAY: Nation impossible: The case 
of Latvia. Strategies and limits of 
identitary reconquest 
Andre Filler, Associate Profes-
sor, Paris 8 University and the 
French Institute of Geopolitics. 
Discussant: Per Bolin, CBEES. 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

13 MAY: Orthodoxy or Death! The 
Rise of Political Orthodoxy in Con-
temporary Russia 
Maria Engström, Head of the 
Russian Department, School of 
Languages and Media Studies, 
Dalarna University 
Discussant: Mikhail Suslov, 
Uppsala University. 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

20 MAY: CBEES Workshop. Theme: 
Method. Empirical Study, Cases 
and Case Studies: Inter-Discipli-
nary Perspectives. 
Convenor: Nicholas Aylott. 
Contact: Dr Nicholas Aylott, Se-
nior lecturer in Political Science 
and Research leader, CBEES. 

27 MAY: The Semantics of Ice and 
Permafrost in Soviet Modernism 
Susanne Frank, Humboldt 
University, Berlin. 
Discussant: Irina Kotkina, His-
tory, Visiting researcher, CBEES 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

3 JUNE: Russia – the most difficult 
case for gender equality policies? 
Women’s rights, activism and 
Nordic cooperation programs in 
North-West Russia 
Iulia Gradskova, Department of 
History, Stockholm University 
Discussant: Anders Nordström, 
Post doc, CBEES. 
Chair: Mark Bassin. 

10 JUNE: Public Opinion 
in the Baltic States 
Speaker: Kjetil Duvold, PhD, 
Political Science and project 
researcher, CBEES 
Discussants: Johnny Rodin, 
PhD, Political Science and 
Ekaterina Tarasova, doctoral 
student, Political Science 
Chair: Joakim Ekman. 

9 SEPTEMBER: Two takes on Post-
national, Post-colonial and Globali-
zed Art history in Central Europe 
Organised by CBEES, and His-
tory and Theory of Art, School 
of Culture and Education, 
Södertörn University. 
Perspectives of a postnational 
and postcolonial new art history 
in Central Europe and Europe’s 
peripheries 
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Lidia Gluchowska, Ph.D, 
Adjunct Professor, University 
of Zielona Gora, Poland and 
Lecturer and Post-doc Fellow 
at the University of Bamberg, 
Germany. 
The Global NETwork 
Piotr Piotrowski, Professor Ordi-
narius, Art History Department, 
Adam Mickiewicz, Poznan, 
Poland. 
Discussant: Charlotte Bydler, 
Research leader, Cultural 
theory, CBEES and Lecturer, 
Art History, School of Culture & 
Education Södertörn University 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Mark Bassin. 

16 SEPTEMBER: The Europeanization 
of Foreign Policy and Preferences 
of Small, New Member States 
Gunta Pastore, Visiting resear-
cher, Försvarshögskolan. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Joakim Ekman. 

30 SEPTEMBER: Hypnosis in Russian 
Popular Culture during the Era of 
War and Revolution 
Julia Mannherz, Oriel College, 
University of Oxford. 
Discussant: Helene Carlbäck, 
Associate Professor, CBEES. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Mark Bassin. 

7 OCTOBER: Communication as 
Control: Infra-Politics, Social 
Diplomacy, and Social Engineering 
Carl Marklund, Post-doc 

researcher, CBEES. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Joakim Ekman. 

14 OCTOBER: Identity Formation 
and Responses to the Processes of 
Othering among Activists in Polish 
Tenants’ Movement 
Dominika Polanska, Post-doc 
researcher, CBEES. 
Discussant: Adrienne Sörbom, 
Associate Professor, SCORE, 
Stockholm, and Sociology, 
Södertörn University. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Joakim Ekman. 

21 OCTOBER: Geopolitics of Loca-
tion: Eastern Europe and Transna-
tional Feminist Theorizing 
Redi Koobak, Department of 
Gender Studies, Linköping 
University. 
Seminar in collaboration with 
the higher seminars in Gender 
Studies. 
Discussant: Iwo Nord, doctoral 
student in Gender Studies, 
BEEGS, Södertörn University 
Chair and contact: Ulrika Dahl. 

4 NOVEMBER: SS Marches in the 
Enemy’s Land: Waffen-SS veteran 
organizations from Scandinavia 
and Germany and the (re)creation 
of sacred places on the territory of 
the former SU after 1991 
Dr Steffen Werther, History, 
Visiting researcher at CBEES. 
Discussant: Marco Nase, doc-
toral student at History and 

BEEGS, Södertörn University. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Mark Bassin. 

11 NOVEMBER: “We are no second-
rate citizens”: Assisted reproduc-
tive technologies and citizenship in 
the post-socialist context of Poland 
Elzbieta Korolczuk, Sociology, 
Södertörn University. 
Discussant: Jenny Gunnarsson 
Payne. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Joakim Ekman. 

18 NOVEMBER: Gender-less or 
gender-balanced? Gendering 
and ethical ideologies of Russian 
and Swedish cultures of political 
journalism 
Liudmila Voronova, doctoral 
student at Media and Commu-
nication Studies and BEEGS, 
Södertörn University. 
Discussant: Professor Irina San-
domirskaja, CBEES. 
Chair and contact: Associate 
Professor Ulrika Dahl. 

2 DECEMBER: Inter-Ethnic Relations 
in Georgia in the Post-Stalinist Era 
Dr Nino Kemoklidze, Univer-
sity of Birmingham, Visiting 
researcher at UCRS, Uppsala 
University. 
Discussant: Niklas Nilsson, 
doctoral student at BEEGS and 
the School of Social Sciences, 
Södertörn University; and 
Department of Government, 
Uppsala University. 
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Chair and contact: Associate 
Professor Ulrika Dahl. 
9 DECEMBER: Towards Com-
mercial Nationalism: Nation 
re-branding in Poland. 
Dr Magdalena Lundholm, De-
partment of Sociology, Uppsala 
University. 
Discussant: Dominika Polanska, 
CBEES. 
Chair and contact: Associate 
Professor Ulrika Dahl. 

16 DECEMBER: National Mino-
rity Rights & Political Commu-
nity: Practices of Non-territorial 
Cultural Autonomy in Contemporary 
Central and Eastern Europe 
David Smith, Professor of Baltic 
History and Politics, University 
of Glasgow, Visiting researcher 
at UCRS, Uppsala University. 
Discussant: Professor Thomas 
Lundén, CBEES. 
Chair and contact: Professor 
Joakim Ekman. 

CBEES Research leaders 
from 2011, continued 

MONICA HAMMER is the new Research  

leader in the theme of “Knowledge  

and Sustainability”. She also works  

at the School of Life Sciences,  

Södertörn University as a lecturer in  

Natural Resources Management.  

She emphasises the importance of  

Södertörn University’s multidisciplinary pro-

file as regards Life Sciences and Sustainable  

Development: 

“Linking Natural Sciences with the Humani-

ties and Social Sciences is important as sustain- 

ability combines three ‘legs’: insight into our  

dependence on nature, and knowledge about  

how ecosystem functions, and the services it  

provides, our economic and social behaviour in  

managing this and the cultural conditions for  

evaluating work on sustainability.” 

SOURCE: CBEES NEWSLETTER NO.2, 2011. 

NICHOLAS AYLOTT has been appointed  

as Research leader at CBEES for the  

theme “The Social Landscapes of  

the Political”. His current research  

projects are on the Nordic model  

of democracy and the Baltic states  

(within the Nordic Spaces research  

programme), Europeanisation and Nordic  

political parties (ENoPP), and pre-electoral  

coalitions in the Nordic region.  

“I do plan to develop the social science theme  

within CBEES by stimulating the strengths that  

we have at Södertörn, such as the study of re-

presentative institutions. Promoting co-operation  

between social scientists based in CBEES and in  

the PESO research area is something that I see  

as a priority. SOURCE: CBEES NEWSLETTER NO.1, 2012. 
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Rebecka Lettevall.  Research leader 2007– 
2010. Director of CBEES 2013–2106. 

“My vision was to develop a vivid 
and internationally well 
recognized research center” 

I t is not easy to remember exactly what I 
thought when I was appointed as the CBEES 
director from 2013, but it awakes feelings of joy 

and happiness. After some readings, including dia-
ries and publications some things become clearer. 

My ambitions were to develop the view of area 
studies, to strengthen some structures and to deve-
lop international collaborations. It was important 
for me to create an open and welcoming working 
environment where people wanted to be and meet. 
An overall goal was to make CBEES well known 
not only internationally but also nationally. 

I had a pre-history at CBEES as I was one of the 
original six research leaders. We had a fabulous 
creative time with fantastic seminars and working 
meetings where we ended up in creating three 
prioritized research areas – areas that later became 
the foundation for the Södertörn applications for the 
“examinationsrätt för forskarutbildning” (eligibility 
to supervise doctoral research for a doctoral degree). 

WITH A BACKGROUND in History of Ideas I was aware 
of the background of area studies as a cold war 
discipline primarily aiming at “getting to know the 
enemy”. A few years after the fall of the wall it was 
time to renew the meaning of area studies, and we 
were talking about critical area studies. I also saw it 
as important to strengthen the humanities within 
area studies, including existential perspectives. For 
me, it was important not to polarize between East 
and West but rather to study how such divisions 
change over time, and why. With this the concept 

of Central Europe got a new meaning and today the 
boundaries of Europe look diferent. As I recognized 
some opposition between CBEES and the depart-
ments, I also wanted to create wider understanding 
and collaborations between the diferent parts of 
the university. The Foundation for Baltic and East 
European Studies’s support was pivotal, enabling 
Södertörn University to grow in ways that would 
have been impossible otherwise. 

My vision was to develop a vivid and interna-
tionally well recognized research center. With the 
humanities and social and environmental sciences 
together, we would fnd the right way to develop 
new knowledge of past and present in order to 
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shape the future. To achieve success one important 
part was to build up structure. The heart of acade-
mic development is of course the seminar. CBEES 
Advanced seminar was the meeting spot where 
in-house researchers as well as guests and doctoral 
students presented their works. Then we had the 
CBEES Fellows program for visiting researchers – 
who also developed specialized PhD courses, the 
CBEES Associates, the annual CBEES Distinguis-
hed Lecture, the CBEES Annual Conference, the 
CBEES Newsletter and of course the CBEES Post-
doc program. Last but not least, the Baltic Worlds is 
crucial as it brings purpose, visibility and outreach 
to all the diferent activities at CBEES while it also 
covers important development and analyses on the 
region in general. 

WHEN I CAME as director, there was a moment to de-
velop all these activities. The postdoc programme 
restarted, we got new research leaders and director 
of studies for BEEGS as well as professors. I had 
the opportunity to work with a wonderful CBEES 
team that made all this development possible. 

From the beginning, international networks 
were essential for the development of CBEES. 
Many of them originated from collegial collabo-
rations and later developed to institutional, while 
others were chosen from a strategic point of view. 

What we failed was to become the number one 
place-to-go for media and policy makers for know-
ledge of the area. We did not start the CBEES Alumni 
– which would have been an excellent tool for out-
reach. But then again, it was a three year mission. 

CBEES has embraced critical area studies—not 
the kind that reinforces power hierarchies, but the 
kind that interrogates them. It has asked difcult 
questions about Europe and its Others, about Eas-
tern Europe’s opening and its development under 
new geopolitical pressures. It has explored shifting 
defnitions of Europe itself, and I am hoping it will 
continue to do so. ● 

REBECKA LETTEVALL is a Professor of History of 

ideas at Malmö University. Lettevall was Dean of 

the Faculty of Culture and Society, Malmö Univer-

sity 2017–2022 and in 2022 appointed Pro-vice-

chancellor responsible for global collaborations on 

human rigths. 

Her doctoral dissertation (2001) on 

Immanuel Kant’s 1795 work “Zum ewigen 

Frieden. Ein philosophischer Entwurf” 

(“Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical 

Sketch”) has led to several other research 

areas. Her research in the History of Ideas 

explores concepts such as peace, world 

citizenship, and neutrality: why they have 

these concepts become so central in 

human life, and how they have been interpreted and 

perceived in different temporal and spatial con-

texts. She is exploring how ideas and concepts have 

changed over time and attempts to explain why. A 

particularly important task for research, she argues, 

is to also ask questions, and not shy for even large 

and existentiell ones such as, why is peace so dif-

ficult to achieve? Furthermore, what is peace, what 

makes peace, how has it been imagined during 

different times? 

The idea of world citizenship, or cosmopolita-

nism, is part of a long but not unbroken millennial 

tradition of ideas. It is connected with such con-

cepts as equality and rights, power and powerless-

ness, inclusion and exclusion, and is seen through 

many different expressions. One of her research 

programmes, maps attempts over the past hundred 

years to put world citizenship into practice, both 

organisationally – for example, through the so-called 

Nansen Passports – and through the actions of 

some individuals. 

“With my research, I want to give perspectives on the 

great societal challenges of our time and hopefully help 

to deepen the view of what it means to be human.” 
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Dominika V.   
Polanska, Doctoral 
Student at BEEGS 
and Postdoctoral 

researcher   
at CBEES. 

“Nuancing the rather Western-
centric research field on squatting” 

M y years as a doctoral student 
at BEEGS (2006-2011), and 
later as a postdoctoral 

researcher at CBEES (2012-2014), 
were truly transformative, both 
intellectually and personally. As a 
doctoral student, I was immersed 
in an environment that encouraged 
critical thinking and interdiscipli-
nary dialogue. My research focused 
on urban inequality and housing, but 
what made this period exceptional was 
the collaborative spirit that defned 
BEEGS. 

MY POSTDOCTORAL research revolved around issues 
of housing and mobilizations around housing is-
sues. I organized a conference Squatting in the East  

that turned into a special issue in the  
scholarly journal Baltic Worlds in 
2016, a frst compilation of articles 
on the issue of squatting in the 
region. It was more than a research 
endeavor; it became a platform for 

connecting scholars across Central 
and Eastern Europe to explore how 
squatting movements refected broader 
post-socialist urban transformations. 
Contributing to discussions on alter-
native housing practices taught me 
how deeply local struggles are tied to 
global debates on rights and citizen-
ship. These exchanges were not only 

academic; they were deeply human, revealing the 
resilience and creativity of communities navigating 
systemic change. This kind of research bridged 
housing studies with questions of democracy and 
social justice. It also contributed to nuancing the 
rather Western-centric research feld on squatting. 

TO BE PART OF a research community shaped my un-
derstanding of scholarship as a collective endeavor, 
knowledge grows through dialogue, not isolation. 
Looking back, BEEGS and CBEES gave me more 
than a workplace; it ofered a network and fruitful 
exchanges. The lessons I learned there about colla-
boration, critical inquiry, and the value of compara-
tive perspectives, still guide my research today, as I 
work to advance the idea that having a home is not 
a privilege but a fundamental right. 

Dominika V. Polanska is today a Professor in So-
cial work and an Associate Professor in Sociology, 
Södertörn University. ● 

Baltic Worlds 

no. 1–2, 2016. 
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Emil Edenborg, PhD of Political Science, an Associate 

Professor of Gender Studies, is since 2024 employed 

as a Senior lecturer and Director of studies of Gender 

Studies at Stockholm University. 

“ I was introduced to new 
fields of research that I 
have continued to explore” 

I remember my time as a CBEES Postdoctoral 
Researcher, 2016–2018, very fondly. It was a 
privilege to get to devote two full years to a re-

search project I found exciting, exploring the role 
of sexuality and gender in bordering and geopoliti-
cal boundarymaking in Russia and Sweden. 

CBEES was a warm, open and generous place 
to work, and the multidisciplinary environment 
ofered plenty of opportunities for cross-feld con-
versations and new perspectives. I was introduced 
to new felds of research that I have continued to 
explore, including research on antigender politics, 
and psychoanalytical approaches to politics. Most 
importantly, I met smart and lovely people, some 
of whom have stayed close friends, colleagues and 
co-authors. 

Finally, going mushroom-hunting in Flemings-
bergsskogen after the working day ended was a 
highlight during the autumn months. ● 

Romani Studies  
a new research theme 
IN 2014, CBEES STARTED a new research 

theme at CBEES with a focus on Roma 

in Eastern Europe and the Baltic Sea 

region. Kimmo Granqvist was hired 

in 2014 as a Research leader. Kimmo 

Granquist worked with creating new 

research teams and networks. 

January 2017 he was appointed Profes-

sor of Romani studies, the first one in the 

Nordic and Northern Europe. The establishment of 

a professorship in Romani studies was an important 

milestone for establishing it as an academic field in 

the Nordic countries, and to support its mission to 

disseminate information about Roma that is based on 

a neutral and scientific basis. 

IN 2017 JULIETA ROTARU started as a 

Research leader for Romani Studies 

at CBEES and participated in the 3 

years-project “Mapping the Roma 

Communities in 19th Century Romania”, 

funded by The Foundation for Baltic and 

East European Studies. The project, led by 

David Gaunt, studied Romanian archival 

documents from the 19th century. From the 

archives, one can read, for example, demographics, 

family forms and socio-economic structures for Roma 

and discover partly new information on the extent of 

integration and position in the Romanian society. 

Kimmo  
Granqvist 

Julieta  
Rotaru 

Special theme on 

Romani Studies, Baltic 

Worlds no. 2–3, 2018. 
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The international project ReNew arranged the 5th Nordic Challenges conference “Nordic Neighbourhoods:   

Affinity and Distinction in the Baltic Sea Region and Beyond” in 2022. Here members of the team are working 

intensively with the preparations in January 2022, from the left: Jessica Karlén, Vit Kysilka and Steffen Werther. 

Vit Kysilka, Chief Administrative Officer at CBEES since 2016. 

“ The centre itself is a mysterious  
and ever-evolving organism” 
You are a very central person for everyone 
coming to or working at CBEES, please tell us 
about your work as chief administrator. 

– My role is broad and dynamic. I interact 
daily with people and respond to a range of needs 
– technical, academic, and personal. I plan and 
execute events, support incoming staf and visiting 
scholars and ensure smooth coordination. This 
position connects the central university adminis-
tration, individual Schools, and external contacts, 
and drawing on technical experience. It also allows 
me to engage with researchers from diverse felds, 
reminding me of the ways of seeing the world. 

At CBEES, I am often a central point of contact 
for anyone organising activities – workshops, lec-
tures, conferences – and for all new arrivals, inclu-
ding afliated staf, doctoral students, and visiting 
researchers. Together with Eleonor Jurackova, I 
help create an environment where research can 
thrive by ofering support and hands-on coordina-
tion, ensuring things run smoothly and people feel 
welcomed and equipped to contribute. 
What do you enjoy and find most interesting 
about working at CBEES? Do you have any 
particular memories to share? 

– Providing administrative support at the 

38 



research centre is humbling and it’s an honour to 
build on the work of the great predecessors who 
shaped the administrative side of CBEES. The cen-
tre itself is a mysterious and ever-evolving orga-
nism, shaped by the people who connect their lives 
and academic journeys here – whether for a short 
visit or a longer commitment. 

– There are many memorable moments: joining 
the Christmas table with the corridor commu-
nity, successfully wrapping up the CBEES Annual 
Conference, and seeing early-career researchers 
take their frst steps into academia. These glimpses 
remind me how special it is to be part of a place 
where research and people grow together. 
You have been at CBEES since 2016 and 
seen the centre develop, but also been 
affected by the changing world. What do you 
think about the role of CBEES in the near 
future? How can we respond and adapt as a 
research centre? 

– There’s no single clear answer, and I can only 
ofer a non-academic perspective. We live in a fast-
paced world where development is rapid, and it’s 
easy to feel overwhelmed and lose hope. I believe 
our strength lies in cooperation, partnerships, and 
bringing together diferent perspectives – within 
CBEES, across Södertörn University, and in the 
wider international academic community. 

– Over the last 20 years, CBEES has shown it 
has much to ofer: a safe harbour in times of crisis, 
a space for dialogue between research areas that 
might not otherwise meet, a starting point for 
doctoral students in Baltic and East European 
Studies (BEEGS), and a unique connecting point 
for research across disciplines and geographic 
areas. I hope CBEES continues to represent 
values of freedom, openness, and multidiscipli-
narity—now and in the future, when I pass the 
baton of administrative support and someone else 
stands on my shoulders to help research move 
forward. ● 

CBEES Annual Conference 
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2005–2025 

Joakim Ekman. Director of CBEES, 2017–2022. 

“ The pandemic was a challenge   
on many levels: organizational,  
emotional, and intellectual” 
What do you especially remember from your 
time as director? 

– Looking back at my time as director of CBEES, 
from the fall of 2016 (as acting director) and then 
from spring 2017 (as appointed director) until 
the summer of 2022, I remember most vividly the 
people: the senior colleagues, of course, like Mark 
Bassin and Irina Sandomirskaja, but also the early-
career and junior researchers who brought energy, 
curiosity, and commitment to our collective work. 
Carl Marklund, Anna Krakus, Tora Lane, Julia 
Malitska, Irina Seits, Emil Edenborg, Maria Brock, 
and Oleksandr Polianichev, to name just a few. And 
before them, Dominika Polanska, of course. The 
junior and early-career researchers were vital, 
forming in many ways the intellectual heartbeat of 
the centre. Their enthusiasm and creativity shone 
through in the CBEES Annual Conferences, which 
they helped shape and organize. Those gatherings, 
with lively discussions, represented the very best 
of what CBEES stands for: multi-disciplinary 
dialogue, area expertise, regional cooperation, and 
critical engagement with a region that seems to be 
in constant transformation. 
How did you view your assignment, and what 

goals did you have as director? 

– When I assumed the role of director, my ambi-
tion was twofold: to strengthen internal collabora-
tion within Södertörn University and to nurture 
external networks across the Baltic Sea region and 
beyond. CBEES has always been unique in bringing 
together scholars from diferent disciplines (his-

tory, political science, cultural studies, sociology, 
and so on) under one umbrella. I wanted to ensure 
that this multi-disciplinarity was genuine, and that 
it could translate into real academic cooperation 
and new research initiatives. 

– At the same time, I aimed to expand our 
visibility and connections internationally, re-
vitalizing ties with older partner institutions like 
the Aleksanteri Institute in Helsinki, as well as 
developing new networks with both academic and 
non-academic actors with a focus on Eastern Eu-
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rope and the Baltic Sea region. During my time as 
director, Södertörn University and CBEES became 
the Swedish national centre of the Baltic Univer-
sity Programme (BUP); and we also had quite ex-
tensive collaboration with the Council of the Baltic 
Sea States (CBSS) and scholars at the University of 
Gdańsk, organising a series of inter-
national summer universities. 

– One initiative that I am parti-
cularly proud of is the CBEES State 
of the Region Report. It brought 
together researchers from diverse 
backgrounds to provide an annual 
analysis of developments across our 
region. The report not only show-
cased the expertise within CBEES 
but also positioned Södertörn 
University as a visible and credible 
voice in international discussions 
on the region’s political, social, and 
cultural transformations. It refected CBEES’s mis-
sion to produce research that is both academically 
rigorous and societally relevant. In retrospect, it 
has been a valuable addition to the journal Baltic 
Worlds. The editor, Ninna Mörner, has done excel-
lent work with both the journal and the annual 
report. 

– The frst two reports, from 2020 and 2021, 
became successful immediately. We had clearly 
found a niche, balancing academic research with 
timely and relevant themes. The 2020 report 
examined the growing trend of governments in 

Central and Eastern Europe seeking to control and 
politicize historical narratives. It documented how 
authoritarian and authoritarian-leaning regimes 
increasingly tried to dictate how aspects of natio-
nal history were written, taught, remembered, or 
deliberately ignored. The following year, the 2021 

report focused on the rise of the far 
right in the region, highlighting a 
widespread shift away from pro-
European liberalism toward more 
isolationist, protectionist, and 
often xenophobic forms of nationa-
lism. Together, these reports cap-
tured not only the transformations 
occurring in the region but also 
the urgency of continuing to study 
and understand them critically. 
The State of the Region reports 
remain a priority at CBEES. 
The area that CBEES focuses 

on has undergone significant changes over 
the past 20 years; and certainly, did so during 
you time as director, as well. What has this 
meant for CBEES? 

– My time as director was marked by two major 
crises that deeply afected both the academic world 
and the region we study: the COVID-19 pande-
mic and Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
in 2022. The pandemic was a challenge on many 
levels: organizational, emotional, and intellectual. 
Overnight, we had to reinvent how we worked and 
interacted. Yet, out of necessity came innovation. 

Baltic Worlds no. 1–2 2022. 

JOAKIM EKMAN is a Professor of  

political science, focusing on ci-

tizen attitudes in the countries of  

the Baltic Sea region and Central  

and Eastern Europe. In recent  

years, he has been involved in  

various public opinion data collec-

tions, focusing on the three Baltic  

states including the Russian-

speaking minorities. The surveys  

have covered attitudes towards  

democracy and authoritarianism,  

trust in political institutions, satis-

faction with welfare state arrang-

ements, security concerns, and 

a few measures of geopolitical 

orientations (attitudes towards the 

EU and Russia). 
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2005–2025 

We learned to collaborate online in meaningful 
ways, hosting virtual conferences and seminars that 
reached wider audiences than we could have ima-
gined before. These experiences taught us the value 
of fexibility and increased our resilience. Having 
that said, I wouldn’t want to return to that situation. 

– The full Russian aggressive attack on Ukraine 
in 2022 brought an abrupt and painful shift in our 
networks and collaborations. Partnerships with 
Russian institutions and scholars had to end almost 
overnight, as academic cooperation became impos-
sible under the new political realities. At the same 
time, new and important collaborations emerged 
with Ukrainian scholars, who came to Western 
Europe and to Södertörn University, as a result of 
the war. The war also compelled us to rethink some 
of our foundational assumptions about the region, 
and about the role of research in times of confict 
and moral urgency. 

– The war has not only transformed the condi-
tions under which research is conducted but has 
also challenged the very notion of “Eastern Eu-
rope”. For some years primarily a geographical or 
cultural term, it has re-emerged as a distinctly geo-
political label, like before 1989. After the Cold War, 
many hoped the category would lose its political 
charge and that the East-West divide would fade 
with deeper European integration. Yet today, Eas-
tern Europe (or at least parts of it) again signifes a 
zone of strategic importance, positioned between 
Europe and Asia and drawing intense external 
attention and competition. This shift alters what 
we should expect from research centres focused on 
the region. It calls for a careful refection on how 
we can produce knowledge that is meaningful in 
understanding and engaging with the complexities 
of Eastern Europe today. ● 

The Baltic University Programme 
THE BALTIC UNIVERSITY PROGRAMME 

(BUP) is one of the largest uni-

versity co-operations in the world, 

with about 110 participating uni-

versities in the Baltic Sea Region, 

co-operating for education and 

research in Sustainable Develop-

ment and Democracy. CBEES is 

one of 10 national centres and 

manages contacts with teachers, 

researchers and students in Swe-

den. CBEES has been responsible 

for the network’s national centre in 

Sweden since 2018. The national 

centre’s function is to coordi-

nate members in Sweden, and to 

manage contacts with teachers, 

researchers and students within 

Sweden, and with the other natio-

nal centres in the BUP network, 

which is coordinated by Uppsala 

University. 

The Baltic University Programme 

(BUP) strives to find novel ways of 

interaction among universities and 

between universities and society. 

The main aim is to enhance strong 

regional educational and research 

communities. The BUP supports 

the key role that universities play 

in a democratic, peaceful, and 

sustainable development. 

The aim is achieved by being an 

open and inclusive organisation, 

developing and offering university 

courses, trainings, and conferenc-

es, supporting multi- and interdis-

ciplinary research co-operations, 

and by participating in transdisci-

plinary projects in cooperation with 

authorities, municipalities, and 

others. The BUP offers research 

themes intended as a source of 

information where BUP colleagues 

both collect and submit material. 

The idea is to encourage co-opera-

tion among researchers, teachers, 

and students. 
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CBEES State of the Region Report Series 
THE CBEES State of the Region Report is a series of 

annual reports from the Centre for Baltic and East Eu-

ropean Studies, which report and reflect on social and 

political developments in the Baltic Sea region and 

Central and Eastern Europe, including the post-Soviet 

countries and the Balkans, with a new and topical 

perspective every year. 

The overall purpose of this initiative is to offer a pu-

blication that will interest fellow researchers, policyma-

kers, stakeholders, and the general public. 

The first report 2020 dealt with “Constructions and 

Instrumentalization of the Past” and reveals disturbing 

tendencies to control and politicize the past in several 

countries in Central and Eastern Europe. Also, the re-

port documents the great extent to which authoritarian 

and authoritarian-leaning governments actively interve-

ne in how crucial parts of their country’s history are to 

be written, taught, researched, remembered, and com-

memorated – or neglected and ignored. Furthermore, 

the report discusses the failure of some governments 

to deal with restitution for past injustices, and the way 

some politicians forbid access to important state archi-

ves, hinder the teaching of the history of contemporary 

events, or withdraw funding to or even close down 

independent research institutions altogether. 

The first report from 2020 has been frequently 

downloaded and used as textbook for several summer 

schools and master courses. ● 

CBEES State of the Region  

Report 2020.  Construc-

tions and Instrumenta-

lization of the Past: A  

Comparative Study on  

Memory Management in  

the Region 

Editorial Board: Joa-

kim Ekman, Florence  

Fröhlig, David Gaunt,  

Tora Lane, Per Anders  

Rudling, Irina Sando-

mirskaja  

Editor: Ninna Mörner 

CBEES State of the Region  

Report 2021.   

The Many Faces of the  

Far Right in the Post-

Communist Space: A  

Comparative Study of  

Far-Right Movements  

and Identity in the  

Region  

Editorial Board: Mark  

Bassin, Joakim Ek-

man, Tora Lane and  

Per Anders Rudling  

Editor: Ninna Mörner 

CBEES State of the Region  

Report 2022/23.   

Ecological Concerns  

in Transition: A  

Comparative Study on  

Responses to Waste  

and Environmental  

Destruction in the  

Region  

Editorial Board:  

Florence Fröhlig,  

Tora Lane and Eglė  

Rindzevičiūtė  

Editor: Ninna Mörner 

CBEES State of the Region  

Report 2024 A World Or-

der in Transformation?  

A Comparative Study of  

Consequences of the  

War and Reactions to  

these Changes in the  

Region  

Editorial Board: Per  

Bolin, Joakim Ekman,  

Yulia Gradskova, Tora  

Lane, Julia Malitska,  

Irina Sandomirskaja  

Editor: Ninna Mörner 

CBEES State of the Region 

Report 2025. Changing 

Migration Patterns. A 

Comparative Study on 

the Movement of Pe-

ople and the Impact for 

Countries in the Region 

Editorial Board: Joakim 

Ekman, Irina Sando-

mirskaja, Per Bolin, 

Yulia Gradskova, Julia 

Malitska, Tora Lane, 

and Cagla Demirel 

Editor: Ninna Mörner 
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2005–2025 

Tora Lane. CBEES Research leader 2017–2022.

“There was also a search for 
new ways of working, new 
activities and new themes” 

I came to the CBEES corridor as a project 
researcher in 2014 and the memory retains 
the mild brightness of the January sun fowing 

in through the window walls of the seventh foor. 
I stayed for nearly ten years, from 2017 in the 
position frst of deputy and then of full Research 
leader. In the beginning, things were in the ma-
king that I did not know of and that I only slowly 
became aware of. CBEES had recently undergone 
a considerable reorganization that had radically 
diminished its scale and independence. Some cuts 
were still being made, but there was also a search 
for new ways of working, new activities and new 
themes and the years I spent at CBEES did not 
only become formative for me as a researcher, but 
also for the new centre. Although, it seems to me 
now that what became characteristic for CBEES 
was as much as what we found and developed 
as a collective of directors, professors, research 
leaders, post-docs and other independent scholars 
and residents, administrative staf and editors, as a 
continuous endeavor to change. The latter, which 
sometimes seems to go hand in hand with the 
ability in the research to meet the changes in the 
political climate surrounding the Baltic Sea region 
and Eastern Europe, needs, however, in my view to 
be carefully framed in relation to the disciplinary 
core of the former. 

I DO NOT REMEMBER when it was introduced, but 
quite soon the word “hub” came to describe how 

 

CBEES was to work as a research centre in relation 
to the research on the region at Södertörn Univer-
sity. What this meant in practice was that CBEES 
was to work in an integrated way and promote 
and help develop initiatives at the university at 
large. Inspite of all the controversies it entailed 
with regards to the research conducted at CBEES, 
I enjoyed it. It became an interesting challenge 
to fnd common themes and theoretical issues, 
while remaining frmly anchored in the study of 
the region with its political, cultural and historical 
complexities. I worked in several ways and projects 
with Professor Irina Sandomirskaja and Marcia 
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Schuback Sá Cavalcante, Professor in philosophy, 
to understand the role that the conceptualiza-
tions of the legacy of the past played in the more 
recent political developments in the eastern parts 
and in Europe in general. 

MEMORY POLITICS was and is a research theme where 
the experience of the past of Communism and bey-
ond in its relation to the emerging and strengthe-
ned nationalist agenda of many of the former states 
of the Eastern bloc has been particularly acute, but 
not always so politically clear and straightforward. 
And this gordian knot also opened perspectives 
on the politics of the EU, and where culture and 
thought is moving today, with regards to the pre-
sent and the past that could transcend the research 
on the region. And when I started with the theme, 
there was research conducted at Södertörn Univer-
sity on memory within the research programme 
“Time, Memory, Representation”, led by Hans Ruin 
and involving Irina, Marcia and Rebecka Lettevall, 
who was director at CBEES at the time. Together 
with Research leader Kazimierz Musial, I was 
tasked with organizing the frst CBEES summer 

school on the theme of the memory of Europe in 
2016, and themes related to memory and historical 
legacies fgured in several of the CBEES annual 
conferences that became a frm tradition over the 
years. The theme of memory also inspired the frst 
CBEES state of the region report, initiated by Joa-
kim Ekman and Ninna Mörner, and edited together 
with the Joakim and Ninna and the wonderful 

Tora Lane in a conversation 27 November 2022, at 

eater Tribunalen after the play based on novel The  

hite Plague by Karel Cǎ pek. From left: Tora Lane, 

aria Mårsell and Tora Hedin. 

T

W

M

TORA LANE  is an Associated Pro-

fessor in Russian Literature and  

Senior Lecturer at Stockholm Uni-

versity, at the Department of Slavic  

and Baltic Studies, and a project  

researcher at Södertörn Univer-

sity, “Thinking at the Margins: A  

Philosophical Strategy to Resist  

Totalitarianism in Post-War Eastern  

Europe” funded by the Founda-

tion for Baltic and East European  

Studies from 2023 and onwards. 

Her research topic is Russian  

modernism, particularly she has  

studied the poetry and poetics of  

Marina Tsvetaeva’s, and Andrey  

Platonov’s particular understan-

ding of the Russian Revolution.  

She has also done research on  

avant-garde, Soviet culture and  

post-Soviet literature, and in  

connection with that she has writ-

ten on totalitarianism, memory  

culture, literature and politics.  

Her research in Russian literature  

spans several academic fields.  

A central interest has been to 

find points of contact and paral-

lels between Russian literature, 

culture and theory and European 

literary, cultural and philosophical 

tradition. Although primarily writ-

ing about Russian literature, she 

approaches them in a dialogue 

with aesthetic and philosophical 

theories from Romanticism to the 

present day to broaden the un-

derstanding of important issues 

in their works. 
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2005–2025 

team of David Gaunt, Irina Sandomirskaja, Per-
Anders Rudling and Florence Fröhlig. 

At some point, the word “hub” was removed 
from the description of CBEES’ task at Söder-
törn, and the research center was again to be 
more independent and focused on regional 
issues, but also with a new shift towards empi-
rical studies. This suited some felds of study 
more than others, and I believe that it was a loss 
for more culturally and theoretically oriented 
disciplines that had been very strong at CBEES. 
More so, this meant a further step away from 
the integrative work that I had conducted, and 
such dreams as to develop an interdisciplinary 
master course as an introduction to the study of 
the region and a bridge between undergraduate 
and graduate studies. It seems to me still that 
CBEES would have profted greatly not only 
from being a centre for research, but also from 
playing a role in the student education. More so, 
BEEGS remained a crucial point of intersection 
and interaction at the same time as the role of 
CBEES in the doctoral school (in the selection 
procedure, doctoral education and thesis work) 
has been radically diminished since the time of 
its foundation. 

I AM CURRENTLY engaged in a few CBEES activi-
ties as a project researcher, but I no longer work 
as a research leader or coordinator. The end of 
my time coincided with Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
which undoubtedly is having a profound impact 
on the region and therefore also strongly afects 
CBEES in its changing form. ● 

CBEES Research leaders 
from 2015 

Presentation of former research leaders (coordi-

nators) and what they do today. 

KAZIMIERZ MUSIAL is a 

Senior Adviser, Regional 

Identity at the Council 

of Baltic Sea States 

(CBSS). 

He holds an MA in 

Scandinavian Studies 

from Poznań University, a 

PhD in Political Science from 

Humboldt University Berlin, and a habilitation 

degree in Sociology from Jagiellonian University 

in Cracow. Current research targets regional 

integration with particular focus on the role of 

epistemic communities and knowledge regimes. 

He was a CBEES Research leader 2015–2018. 

JENNY GUNNARSSON PAYNE 

is a Full Professor of 

Ethnology, at the Histo-

rical and Contemporary 

Studies department at 

Södertörn University and 

a visiting researcher at 

CBEES, Södertörn University. 

She has published widely on issues of gender, 

sexuality and reproduction. Research project 

from the Foundation from Baltic and East 

European Studies (2018) “Reproducing (In) 

Justice: Towards a theory of relational reproduc-

tive justice of surrogacy in Baltic, Central and 

Eastern Europe”. She was a CBEES Research 

leader 2015–2018. 
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PER ANDERS 

RUDLING is an As-

sociate Professor 

at the Depart-

ment of History, 

Lund University. 

His research interests 

include nationalism, histo-

rical culture, and the instrumental use 

of history in the former Kresy Wschod-

nie. A primary focal point are me-

mories of 20th century political violence 

and ideological history writing in the 

post-Soviet successor states and their 

overseas diasporas. He was a CBEES 

Research leader 2019–2022. 

YULIA GRADSKOVA 

is an Associate 

Professor and 

Lecturer in History 

at the Historical 

and Contemporary 

Studies department 

at Södertörn University. 

She is currently a PI in the project 

“Maternity in the Time of ‘Traditional 

Values’ and Femonationalism” sup-

ported by the Foundation for the Baltic 

and East European Studies. Research 

interests include Soviet and post-Soviet 

gender and social history, decolonial 

perspective on gender and politics as 

well as global and transnational history. 

She was a CBEES Research leader 

2022–2025. 

Active Research  
leaders in 2025 

JULIA MALITSKA was appointed Research leader in 2023 

(see page 54). 

JOHANNA MANNERGREN is a Professor in 

Political Science and International Re-

lations, with a research focus on peace 

processes. Her research examines peace 

processes after war and conflict and 

engages with three main themes: local 

reconciliation processes and transitional 

justice; memory politics and cultural heritage; and 

women’s experience and knowledge of war and security. 

She was appointed as a CBEES Research leader in 2023. 

RAMONA RAT is a Senior lecturer in Philo-

sophy at Södertörn University. Currently 

she is researcher in the research project 

“Writing and Thinking at the Margins: A 

Philosophical Strategy to Resist Totalita-

rianism in Post-War Eastern Europe” at the 

Department of Philosophy, Södertörn Univer-

sity. She was appointed as a CBEES Research 

leader in 2023. 

ADRIENNE SÖRBOM is a Professor of Socio-

logy, has previously studied global politics 

within the social democratic labor mo-

vement as well as the global justice mo-

vement. She has also studied the future 

industry, and the production of scenarios, 

forecasting and other techniques. Environme-

ntal sociology, youth policy, perceptions of politics 

and new forms of political action are other interests. She 

was appointed as a CBEES Research leader in 2025. 



   
  

2005–2025 

Mark Bassin, Baltic Sea 
Professor of the History  
of Ideas since 2009. 

“My attention has turned to 
the ideological architecture 
of contemporary Russia” 

S ince coming to CBEES, my 
work has centred on how 
Russia – and increasingly 

other world regions – construct 
large-scale geopolitical and 
cultural imaginaries that claim 
to transcend the nation-state. 
Whether framed as “Eurasia,” 
“civilization,” “continent,” or “home-
land,” these spatial narratives work 
to naturalise power, rewrite history, 
and re-scale political authority. My 
research follows how such imagina-
ries are produced, circulated, aesthe-
ticised, and ultimately weaponised. It has been 
supported by major grants and fellowships from the 
Foundation for Baltic and East European Studies, 
the British Academy in the UK, the Swedish Colle-
gium for Advanced Studies, and other institutions. 

ONE MAJOR STRAND has been my long engagement 
with Russian Eurasianism, from its émigré origins 
in the 1920s to its reactivation in twenty-frst-
century Putinism. This led me toward broader 
questions of “big-space” politics, developed in 
my comparative work on continentalism, which 
explores how continents – Europe, Africa, Latin 
America, Eurasia – function as imagined political 
platforms. That research now connects directly to 
my collaboration with the New Civilizationisms 
Project, based at Stanford University in the USA, 

an international network studying 
how states, ideologues, and mo-

vements construct civilizational 
identities as alternatives to liberal 
nation-state modernity. 

Alongside this geopolitical line 
runs a second, equally formative 

interest: the ideological uses of 
culture, especially visual culture. In 
2012, I organised the conference “So-
cialist Realist Art: Production, Con-
sumption, Evaluation” co-sponsored 
by CBEES and the Museum for Mo-
dern Art in Stockholm, which helped 

break open the stereotype of Socialist Realism as 
purely monolithic and instead revealed its internal 
debates, audiences, and creative strategies. This 
led to my work on Stalinist landscape art, where 
I show how the regime attempted to politicise 
nature itself – rivers, felds, sunsets – to visualise a 
harmonious Soviet destiny, even as the landscape 
kept slipping out of ideological control. 

A LATER CONFERENCE, “1917–2017: 100 Years of the 
Russian Revolution in Art and Aesthetics,” expan-
ded this inquiry across a century of revolutionary 
imagery, from avant-garde utopianism to post-
Soviet nostalgia. That event confrmed for me that 
aesthetic forms are not incidental to power but one 
of its main languages. 

More recently, my attention has turned to the 
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ideological architecture of contemporary Russia. 
In 2024, I co-organised the workshop “Ideology 
in the Service of Empire: The Intellectual Foun-
dations of Putinism,” bringing together leading 
scholars to analyse the regime’s civilizational turn 
in the context of its war against Ukraine. 

THIS RESEARCH increasingly intersects with policy 
and regional security work. Through the formal 
partnership between Södertörn’s CBEES and the 
Utrikespolitiska Institutet (UI) in Stockholm, I 
have been involved in a program designed to con-
nect scholarly work on East European and Eurasian 
geopolitics with policy audiences, making Stock-
holm a hub for this dialogue. At the same time, I 
contribute to the Baltic Geopolitics Network, con-
vened by Cambridge University in the UK, which 
brings together universities around the Baltic Sea to 
analyse the historical and strategic logics at play in 
one of Europe’s most contested regional spaces. 

Across these projects, the through-line is 
simple: I study how space is turned into political 
legitimacy. Stalinist landscapes, Eurasian maps, 
civilizational manifestos, and Baltic security 
doctrines all rely on the same move – embedding 
power in geography, and geography in destiny. In a 
world now reshaped by civilizational blocs, revived 
empires, and re-scaled borders, I see this work as 
not only historical excavation but a way of under-
standing the new spatial politics of the twenty-frst 
century. ● 

Cover of one, 

of many, publis-

hed books by 

Mark Bassin. 

The international 

interdisciplinary con-

ference that marked 

the centenary of the 

Russian Revolution 

was organized by the 

Centre for Baltic and 

East European Studies 

(CBEES) and School of 

Culture and Education, 

Södertorn University. 

The conference took 

place on October 

19–21, 2017 in Stock-

holm and was a result 

of the collaboration 

between Färgfabriken, 

Södertörn University 

and Moderna Museet. 
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Irina Sandomirskaja and Lars Kleberg. Russian Studies and area studies. 

“The work of deconstructing 
Soviet legacies was continued 
with a series of international 
multidisciplinary roundtables” 

I n the aftermaths of WW2 and the beginning of 
the Cold War, multidisciplinary area studies 
arose in Western academy as a product and 

instrument of the great powers’ hegemony in 
international relations. The study of Soviet and 
post-Soviet Russia at CBEES and Södertörn uni-
versity was from the very beginning conceived on 
entirely diferent foundations. Started shortly after 
the inauguration of Södertörn university and quite 

soon after the fall of the USSR in the 
late 1990s by a group of translation, 

literary scholars, and authors, the 

study of Russian culture and society was cente-
red around the key notions of cultural exchanges, 
Bakhtinian and Lotmanian dialogism, the formal 
methods of the Russian artistic and intellectual 
avantgarde, translation and the translatability of 
cultures. This allowed to look at Russia, its impe-
rial and Soviet history as well as its post-Cold War, 
post-socialist, and post-communist contradictions 
in a new way – not as a passive, even though enig-
matically dangerous, object of research in Cold 
War political sciences (Öststudier), but as “another 
Europe”, “a sixth part of the world” with its human, 

IRINA SANDOMIRSKAJA is a Pro-

fessor of Cultural Studies at the 

Centre for Baltic and East European 

Studies, CBEES at Södertörn University. 

She holds a doctoral degree in theoretical ling-

uistics. Her research interests are critical theory, 

memory and history, Russian 20th century cul-

tural history, language literature, and film theory. 

LARS KLEBERG is Professor Emeritus in Russian at 

Södertörns högskola Stockholm and he was one of the 

founders of the literary translation semi-

nar. He is the chief editor of Svenskt 

översättarlexikon [Swedish 

translation dictionary]. He is also 

a Swedish literary critic, editor, 

writer and translator. 
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In 2010 the 8th World Con-

gress of the International 

Council for Eastern European 

Studies (ICCEES) was held 

in Stockholm. One of the 

speakers at the opening cere-

mony was Mikhail Gorbachev, 

although not in presence. 

SOURCE: BALTICWORLDS.COM 

political, and cultural conditions shaped by its 
imperial and communist regimes, its experience of 
the 20th century modernity and postmodernity, up 
to the current “return of history” and the revival of 
imperialist and militarist delusions in the fratrici-
dal and genocidal war in Ukraine. At the time Rus-
sian studies started at Södertörn, in the light of the 
fall of the Soviet hegemony, state borders between 
the newly independent nations, as well as those 
between East and West, and including borderlines 
between languages and cultures, no longer appea-
red as barriers of division and isolation but rather 
as territories of exchanges and cooperation. 

STILL, EVEN THOUGH reformulated in terms of culture 
and society studies, the presence of the Cold War 
legacies still dominated academic knowledge. 
In 2010, Russia was still the central topic of the 
important 8th World Congress of the Internatio-
nal Council for Eastern European Studies (IC-
CEES). It was organized in Stockholm by CBEES 
in collaboration with the Swedish Society for 
the Study of Russia, Central and Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia. “Eurasia – Prospects for Wider 

Cooperation” was the theme, which attracted over 
1,200 participant scholars from 57 countries. The 
memory of Perestroika, as the starting point of 
the post-Soviet transformation of the region, was 
chosen by the Swedish hosts as the special theme. 
Mikhail Gorbachev delivered a honorary guest 
address at the opening ceremony, which was pre-
sented by his advisor, Pavel Palazhchenko. Of great 
interest for many participants was a programme 
of Soviet interwar documentary flms specially 
organized in collaboration with the Moscow Film 
Museum and the Russian State Archive of Film 
and Photo Documents. These were less known 
or even quite unknown documentaries presented 
under the general title “The USSR as a Cinematic 
Assemblage”. A characteristic early Soviet mixture 
of propaganda and enlightenement, these flms 
were originally produced to make visible various 
nations and ethnicities of the Soviet Union during 
the 1920–30s in the process of the formation of 
Soviet nationalities. As the cumulative efect of 
these screening, the USSR appeared in an unort-
hodox image, as a complex and primarily flmic 
visual illusion. 
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AS A COUNTER-IMAGE and counter-movement to these 
early representations at the beginning of the multi-
national and multiethnic USSR , another event was 
organized in 2011 with flm screenings and discus-
sions of the best known and most infuential flms 
of late Soviet documentary cinema, “Demontage: 
the Role of Film in the Ideological and Aesthetic 
Desintegration of the USSR (A scholarly sympo-
sium and a flm program commemorating the 20th 

anniversary of the end of the USSR)”. To continue 
discussion about the beginning of the flmic USSR 
in the 1920–30s, Demontage included 
flms from the late 1980s and propo-
sed to look at the prerequisites of the 
USSR’s collapse. It was organized in 
a continued collaboration with the 
Russian flm archive and museum, 
and with an emphasis on local studio 
production (such as Riga, Sverd-
lovsk, or Alma-Ata, well-known 
centres of Soviet documentary flm-
making). The idea was to demon-
strate that during the late1980s, the 
quintessentially political medium of 
(Soviet) documentary flm, after its 
initial history promoting the regime, 
now became an environment of criti-
cal thinking in the late Soviet Union. 
These critical attitudes supported, 
and were supported by, Gorbachev’s glasnost and 
with time took over the initiative in envisioning the 
past towards a social change. 

THE WORK OF deconstructing Soviet legacies was 
continued with a series of international multidisci-
plinary roundtable discussions, “1991–2021: Thirty 
Years After”, organized by CBEES in collabora-
tion with Institute of Contemporary History at 
Södertörn university. When in December 1991, the 
Soviet Union ceased to exist, its material and sym-
bolic legacies still appeared powerful enough to 

obliterate perspectives on the present and on the 
future that lost its utopian force. Through-out the 
year 2021, CBEES arranged a series of roundtable 
discussions to make sense of this longue durée of 
“afterness”, with its various defnitions from vari-
ous vantage points (as transition, transformation, 
trauma, post-Soviet, post-communist, post-soci-
alist, etc.). The event was supposed to summarize 
the thirty years of critical refection that had been 
conducted at CBEES in a series of international 
multidisciplinary roundtable discussions held via 

zoom throughout the year during the 
covid-19 pandemic. Questions under 
discussion ranged from economics 
and law to environment and urban 
space; from the European right to 
global art, political and gender acti-
vism; the role of contemporary litera-
ture and documentary flm; theoreti-
cal issues of present-day regionalism 
and critical methodologies after the 
end of the post-Soviet. 

The principle of translatability in 
the study of Russia was applied not 
only to Russian cultural, historical 
and political realities, but also to 
the phenomena of Russian intel-
lectual and artistic life. An ongoing 
seminar on early Russian theory was 

held during a number of years, its regular sessions 
dedicated to the collective reading of 20th century 
theoretical writing by scholars, philosophers, and 
artists (Bakhtin and thinkers of the Bakhtin circle, 
Russian formalists, Eisenstein, Vertov, and others). 
The purpose was to translate these into the terms 
of current theoretical debates in the humanities 
and social sciences; to elucidate the post-structura-
list and post-modern re-appropriation of Russian 
thought in philosophy, language, art, and literary 
theory, and thus to enlarge and deepen the current 
trends in critical theory and continental philo-

Sergei Lebedev’s debut  

novel Oblivion was discus-

sed on a panel on literature  

post-USSR in 2021. 
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The 15th International Bakhtin conference was organized during five days (23–27 July, 2014), with over 200 par-

ticipants who presented their work in over 50 discussion panels, round table discussions, and performances. One 

events was a performance of Mikhail Bakhtin’s defense of his thesis in Moscow in 1946. PHOTO: ANDERS GERDIN 

sophy by adding “the Eastern dimension”. Under 
a diferent title and more focused on the problems 
of temporality, memory, history, and forms of time 
in general, these seminars are still continued, not 
necessarily dealing exclusively with, but still inclu-
ding, Russia. 

THE CULMINATION of work in this direction was the 
15th international Bakhtin conference organized 
by CBEES in 2014 in collaboration with Gothen-
burg and Stockholm universities with the theme 
“Bakhtin as Praxis: Academic Production, Artistic 
Practice, and Political Activism”. The conference 
attempted a radical enlargement of the area of 
Bakhtinian legacies, to complement the traditional 
literary Bakhtin studies with discussions of how 
his ideas are applied in social and political theory 
and practice, in street activism, as well as in artistic 
research and interventions. 

However, the conference remained in memory 
not only due to its innovative concept and enlar-

ged representation, but also to the fact that it was 
taking place during the fateful year 2014, of the 
annexation of Crimea in March and the invasion 
of Donbass in April. These acts of aggression were 
disguised by the invader as a perversely carniva-
lized performance, to produce the imparession of 
peaceful “return” and “liberation”. This became a 
cesura in time, a moment of radical disruption in 
history. After that, not Russia, nor Russian cultural 
heritage in general, not even Bakhtin – the theorist 
of dialogue and carnivalesque subversion, the epi-
tome of anti-totalitarian thinking – could any long-
er continue to be thought within the perspective of 
post-totalitarian democratization. The historical 
crisis in Russia, where time seems to have turned 
back towards its darkest 20th century past, and the 
crisis of Russian studies nowadays not knowing 
how to deal with this anachronistic return, – this 
double process appears to characterize the current 
state of the art in research and a new geopolitics of 
academic knowledge about Russia. ● 
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Julia Malitska.  
Postdoctoral 

researcher 2019– 
2022. Research  

leader since 2022.

“Working at an Area Studies 
center like CBEES during a war 
in Europe is both challenging 
and vitally important” 

Iwas a BEEGS doctoral student and 
joined CBEES in a new capacity 
as a postdoctoral scholar in 2019. 

At that time, we were a group of 
four postdocs coming from diferent 
disciplines within the humanities. 
It was fun and inspiring, though also 
a strange period due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which broke out soon after our 
start, in 2020. We received strong sup-
port and encouragement from the three 
CBEES professors – Joakim Ekman, Mark 
Bassin, and Irina Sandomirskaja. It was 
also my frst experience participating in 
the organization of the CBEES Annual Conference, 
a fagship event for Södertörn University and for 
Baltic and East European Area Studies in Sweden. 
My postdoctoral time during COVID turned out 
to be personally productive. I was able to gather 
all necessary sources and complete my feldwork 
before the pandemic, so I was not afected by travel 
restrictions. It may seem strange to describe the 
COVID period as “good times,” but that is how it 
feels in retrospect. I could never have anticipated 
the far greater challenges that would follow with 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, which, in 
comparison, made the pandemic feel minor – at 
least from my perspective. 

The year 2022 proved to be the most 
challenging in many ways. I was 
awarded funding from The Founda-
tion for Baltic and Eastern European 
Studies, with my new project sche-
duled to start that year. In addition, I 

assumed the role of Research leader at 
CBEES. Beyond the indescribable emo-
tional strain of having my home country 
invaded and the constant worry about 
my family and relatives in Ukraine, I, 
as the principal investigator for the 

 project, had to adapt it to new circums-
tances – namely, no feldwork in Russia 

or Belarus, and highly risky feldwork in Ukraine. 
Although the adjustment took some time, it proved 
ultimately very successful. Remarkably, it was 
and is possible to conduct feldwork in wartime 
Ukraine: archives and libraries remain accessible 
and cooperative, even while facing the daily threat 
of bombardment. 

SO, I ASSUMED my position as a CBEES Research 
leader against the backdrop of enormous geopoli-
tical shifts in Europe, widespread human sufe-
ring, and destruction in Ukraine, alongside a vital 
debate in Western academia regarding knowledge 
production about Russia, Ukraine, and the region 
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as a whole. The invasion has prompted a critical 
reassessment of the feld, as many prior assump-
tions about both countries proved misleading, if 
not entirely wrong. Paradoxically, despite the uni-
maginable destruction and violence inficted on 
Ukraine and its people by Russia, the war has also 
sparked important changes, driven new initiatives, 
and underscored the renewed relevance of Area 
Studies and specialized expertise – perhaps more 
than ever before. My research on the history of 
Russian colonialism and imperialism, the instru-
mentalization of history, and my broader exper-
tise on the region has gained renewed relevance. 
During the frst two years since the invasion, and 
continuing to this day, I have been extensively 
engaged in explaining Russian-Ukrainian histori-
cal relations, history of imperialism in the region, 
commenting on various aspects of the war for me-
dia outlets, educating students, and collaborating 
with the public sector. 

WORKING AT AN Area Studies center like CBEES 
during a war in Europe – when the future of the 
continent is at stake, largely depending on the 
outcome of the Russia-Ukraine war – is both 
challenging and vitally important. This work is 
also critical in Sweden, where Area Studies is 
undergoing a generational shift: many experts 
are retiring or will do so in the coming years. It 
is therefore a crucial moment to cultivate new 
generation of experts with deep knowledge and 
understanding of the region – the Baltics and 
Eastern Europe – which constitutes Sweden’s 
strategic neighborhood. We are living through a 
historically signifcant moment. Evidence-based 
knowledge and a deep understanding of the 
region are essential for civic education, demo-
cratic citizenship, and informed policymaking 
and decision-making in Sweden – particularly in 
an era of rising authoritarianism, populism, and 
disinformation. ● 

Cover of Malitska’s 

doctoral thesis 

Negotiating Impe-

rial Rule Colonists 

and Marriage in the 

Nineteenth-Century 

Black Sea Steppe 

(2017). 

From the opening ceremony of the CBEES Annual 

Conference 2023. Vice-Chancellor Gustav Amberg, 

Research leader Julia Malitska and Per Bolin, Director 

of CBEES. 
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Yuliya Yurchuk. Coordinator of the Ukrainian 
Research Fellowship Programme. 

“I have been trying to 
strengthen the connections 
between Swedish and 
Ukrainian academia” 

S ince summer 2025, Centre for Baltic and East 
European Studies (CBEES) has been respon-
sible for the Ukrainian Research Fellowship 

Programme at Södertörn University. This program-
me has a longer history that goes back to February 
2022, when Russia launched its full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. Back then, many colleagues from dif-
ferent departments at our university wanted to help 
their Ukrainian colleagues who were in Ukraine. 
The ofce for international cooperation under the 
coordination of Andreas Åkerlund became a hub 
for coordination of this support. The Foundation 
for Baltic and East European Studies reacted very 
quickly and provided much needed fnancial sup-
port for researchers from Ukraine. Already back in 
2022 Södertörn University could host six resear-
chers from Ukraine who came directly from war-
torn Ukraine feeing the frst months of the invasion. 
Thanks to generous support of the Foundation, they 
could stay for the period of three years. Later on, 
one more researcher started the programme and her 
period at Södertörn will end in autumn 2026. 

WHEN THE three-year period of initial support pro-
gramme approached the end, the Foundation for 
Baltic and East European Studies extended the pro-
gramme and somewhat changed its scheme. Since 
summer 2025 the coordination of the programme 
was assigned to CBEES, and the programme is now 

proposed for the researchers who are still working at 
the Ukrainian academic institutions and who want 
to spend up to three months at Södertörn Univer-
sity. During the fall fve researchers took part in this 
program. They all work with diferent topics and in 
diferent disciplines, some spent time at CBEES, and 
some were based in other departments of the univer-
sity, depending on their wishes and needs. 

The programme is highly appreciated by the re-
searchers, both those who come from Ukraine and 
our colleagues at Södertörn University. Of course, 
those scholars who spent three years here could 
become a vital part of the respective departments, 
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they conducted their research, published, and 
many of them were even teaching on a regular basis 
while being here. Some of them stayed in Sweden. 
I was happy to see that the researchers who spent 
part of their PhD time here, successfully defended 
their PhD dissertations in Ukraine during the time 
they were here. Some of them got possibilities 
to start their post-doc projects here (like Alyona 
Hurkivska who starts her postdoc in January at 
department of political sciences). 

WHILE WORKING with this programme I have been 
trying to strengthen the connections between 
Swedish and Ukrainian academia. In 2024, thanks 
to CBEES support for conferences and in coope-
ration with Baltic Worlds we organised a writ-
ing workshop titled “Research and resilience in 
time of war”. To this workshop we invited some 
scholars who were at Södertörn University within 
the Ukrainian Research Fellowship Programme 
and those who were in Ukraine. The workshop 
was designed to provide the opportunity to meet, 
discuss research, and work on researchers’ own 
writing during three days. It was very important 
for Ukrainian researchers to have this precious 
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time to work under the normal conditions without 
constant threat for their lives as it is in Ukraine. 
After this workshop, the cooperation between 
Baltic Worlds and the researchers in Ukraine conti-
nued. Currently, one of our guests, historian of art 
Oksana Semenyk, is working on one of the Baltic 
World’s upcoming special issues. 

The Ukrainian Research Fellowship Programme 
continues, we are thankful for the Foundation who 
fnances the programme, and we hope to get more 
opportunities to cooperate with our colleagues in 
Ukraine. ● 

Dinner with some 

of the participants 

at the writing re-

treat for Ukrainian 

researchers. 

From left: Oksana 

Semenik, Svitlana 

Teluha, Oksana 

Prokhvatilova, 

Ninna Mörner, 

Alyona Hurkivska, 

Anastasia Chupis. 

YULIYA YURCHUK is Associate  

Professor of History of Ideas at  

Södertörn University. She specia-

lizes in memory studies, transna-

tional intellectual history, women's  

history, history of religion, and  

the study of nationalism in East  

European countries. She is the  

author of the book Reordering  

of Meaningful Worlds: Memory  

of the Organization of Ukrainian  

Nationalists and the Ukrainian  

Insurgent Army in Post-Soviet  

Ukraine (Acta 2014). Her articles  

have appeared in Memory Stu-

dies, Nationalities Papers, e-flux, 

Topos, Nordisk Østforum, Baltic  

Worlds, Ukraina Moderna. She is  

one of the editors of Memory and  

Religion from a Postsecular Per-

spective (Routledge, 2022). She  

also translates Swedish literature  

into Ukrainian and is an author  

of the book Sweden: a model kit  

(Vihola, 2022, in Ukrainian). Cur-

rently she is working on two pro-

jects; “From Sweden with Love: 

Circulation and interpretation 

of Ellen Key’s ideas about love, 

motherhood, and upbringing in 

the late Russian Empire and the 

early Soviet Union (1890–1930s)” 

funded by the Foundation for 

Baltic and East European Studies; 

and “HER-UKR: Challenges and 

opportunities for EU heritage dip-

lomacy in Ukraine” funded by the 

ERASMUS+ Jean Monnet Policy 

Debate action. 
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“T he Foundation investigated   
early on opportunities for support  
for researchers from Ukraine” 

Sara Packalén, with a PhD in theoreti-

cal philosophy and a background as 

research secretary for the Swedish 

Research Council, is since 2023 the 

Research Director of the Foundation 

for Baltic and East European Studies. 

THE WAR HAS HAD a dramatic impact on 
the Baltic Sea Region and Eastern 
Europe, with far-reaching conse-
quences. The geopolitical situa-
tion and the international order 
have changed radically, which 
will characterize the region for 
the foreseeable future. Research 
plays a crucial role in understanding 
these developments. 

In 2023 Sara Packalén was appointed 
as the new Research Director of The Foundation 
for Baltic and East European Studies. At a seminar 
arranged by the Foundation on the “The Baltic Sea 
Region and Eastern Europe in a time of transition” 

in 9 May 2025, Sara Packalén raised 
the “need for broad, multidisciplinary 

research to understand the events that now 
characterize our time”. 

The Foundation has taken actions due to the 
ongoing war in Ukraine, already in March 2022 
they declared that they ensured that funds are 
not used for institutional collaborations in either 
Russia or Belarus nor research collaborations with 
links to the governments of Russia and Belarus. 
Also, the Foundation investigated early on oppor-
tunities for support for researchers from Ukraine. 
The Foundation is 2025 launching a special call for 
proposals on the theme ‘The war in Ukraine and 
its consequences’ to further strengthen Swedish 
research in this area. 

DURING 2022–2025, the Foundation has funded a sup-
port programme for at-risk scholars from Ukraine 
placed at Södertörn University. The Foundation 
has decided to extend the special initiative by 
just over SEK 17 million and fund a new visiting 
researcher programme at Södertörn University for 
scholars in Ukraine for the period 2025–2028, to be 
hosted by CBEES. ● 
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The Foundation for Baltic and East European Studies arranged a 

seminar 9 May, 2025, “The Baltic Sea Region and Eastern Europe in a 

time of transition”. From left: Maria Nilsson, Anna Maria Jönsson, Henrik 

Ekengren Oscarsson and Sara Packalén. 
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CBEES STATEMENT ON   
THE ONGOING WAR IN UKRAINE 
AND ITS REGIONAL EFFECTS 
THE RUSSIAN INVASION of Ukraine on 24 February 
2022, violated the territorial integrity of the 
independent Ukrainian state and is causing 
extreme sufering to Ukrainian people. We, the 
researchers at the Center for Baltic and East Eu-
ropean Studies (CBEES), Södertörn University, 
condemn this violation of international law and 
the targeting of Ukraine’s civilian population. 

For many years, the political, economic, so-
cietal and cultural development of Eastern Eu-
rope has been the principal focus of our scienti-
fc work. As part of this, CBEES has developed 
collegial networks at educational and cultural 
institutions in the broader region of Eastern 
Europe, including Ukraine and Russia. This war 
threatens both our research and our networks. 

With this statement we declare our solidarity 

with the Ukrainian people, who are the innocent 
victims of Russian aggression. We demand that 
all Russian troops be withdrawn from Ukrainian 
territory with immediate efect, and that the 
democratic legitimacy of the Ukrainian state be 
acknowledged and respected. We demand an 
end to Russian attacks on the civilian popula-
tion and an immediate halt to the destruction of 
Ukrainian cities. 

WE STAND IN SOLIDARITY with the Ukrainian 
higher education and academic communities, 
and condemn in the strongest terms the vio-
lent destruction of Ukraine’s cultural heritage 
and educational facilities as a result of Russia’s 
invasion. ● 

SOUCE: CBEES WEBSITE 

Chasiv Yar city (Donetsk region 

of Ukraine) after Russian shelling 

and bombing. August 2024. 
PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 
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Florence Fröhlig. Associate Professor   
in Ethnology and BEEGS Director of Study. 

Celebrating 25 years of the 
Baltic and Eastern European 
Graduate School (BEEGS) 

T his year marks two important milestones: 
the 20th anniversary of CBEES and the 25th 

anniversary of the Baltic and Eastern Euro-
pean Graduate School (BEEGS). 

Since its establishment in 2000, BEEGS has 
welcomed hundreds of doctoral students from 
around the world, united by a shared interest in 
research concerning Sweden, the Baltic Sea, and 
the Eastern European region. To date, 147 docto-
ral theses have been successfully defended, and 
approximately 50 students are currently pursuing 
their PhD degrees across four diferent schools at 
Södertörn University. 

FROM ITS INCEPTION, BEEGS has sought to provide 
a multidisciplinary, intellectually stimulating, 
and cutting-edge doctoral programme—one that 
combines both breadth and depth within the feld 
of Baltic and Eastern European studies. Today, 
doctoral candidates conduct research in more 
than twenty disciplines, spanning the humanities, 
social sciences, and natural sci-
ences. The spirit of BEEGS remains 
distinctive: it fosters international 
collaboration, intellectual curiosity, 
and a vibrant scholarly community. 

To mark its 20th anniversary, 
BEEGS published a commemora-
tive booklet in which alumni up 
to the year 2020 refected on their 
experiences of doctoral life. Their 
testimonies underscored the value 

of academic excellence and the signifcance of the 
strong professional and social networks within BE-
EGS and CBEES that have supported their career 
development. 

The booklet also revealed that 
over 80 per cent of BEEGS graduates 
have continued their careers within 
academia, many remaining active in 
their specifc research felds. Notably, 
it is often the depth of specialized 
area knowledge together with the 
breadth of professional connections 
that opens doors to new and unex-

pected opportunities. Within 
today’s increasingly collabora-
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tive research landscape, these networks not only 
strengthen scholarly exchange but also foster 
innovation, allowing researchers to extend their 
expertise beyond disciplinary limits and contribute 
to broader societal understanding. 

IN THE WAKE of the geopolitical transformations that 
followed February 2022, the need for deep regional 
knowledge and scholarly expertise on the Baltic 
and Eastern European area has become more 
crucial than ever. The events of recent years have 
underscored the importance of understanding 
the region’s complex historical, cultural, political, 
and social dynamics. As global interest in these 
developments grows, the role of institutions such 
as BEEGS and CBEES in educating specialists 
capable of providing nuanced, research-based per-
spectives has gained renewed signifcance. By fos-
tering a new generation of researchers with both 
disciplinary rigor and interdisciplinary vision, the 
graduate school contributes not only to academic 
advancement but also to informed public debate 
and policy development concerning the Baltic and 
Eastern European region. ● 

The Atomic Heritage project team in one of the con-

trol rooms at Barsebäck nuclear power plant, Sweden, 

2018. From left: Andrei Stsiapanau, Tatiana Kasper-

ski, Anna Storm, Florence Fröhlig, Eglė Rindzevičiūtė. 

P
H

O
TO

: 
N

IN
N

A
 M

Ö
R

N
E

R
 

P
H

O
TO

: 
M

A
R

IA
 T

A
R

A
N

G
E

R
 

 

The Summer School  “Return of History” at Sigtunastif-

telsen 2024, Florence Fröhlig with course participants. 

FLORENCE FRÖHLIG is an Asso-

ciate Professor in Ethnology at  

the School of Contemporary and  

Historical Studies, Södertörn Uni-

versity and currently Director of  

Studies at the Baltic and East Eu-

ropean Graduate School (BEEGS).  

Her research interests include the  

instrumentalization of the past,  

reconciliation processes, and the  

transgenerational transmission of  

memory (member of the steering  

group of the Memory research  

platform). She has worked on  

the heritagization processes of 

industrial sites, especially of the 

nuclear power plants and envi-

ronmental issues in the Baltic and 

East European region. Nuclear 

legacies and atomic heritage 

has been explored in two recent 

research projects. 

Furthermore she has been 

engaged in the development of 

Romani studies at Södertörn 

University, she is one of the 

coordinators of the governmental 

assignment for the revitalization 

of Romani chib in Sweden and 

involved in a collaborative project 

between Södertörn University and 

the National Historical Muse-

ums to collect testimonies of the 

genocide against the Roma during 

World War II. Currently engaged, 

together with Olga Sasunkevich 

and Maarja Saar, in the research 

project “In the Shadows of War: 

Belonging, Identities, and Hierar-

chies in Intra-regional Migration in 

Central and Eastern Europe after 

Russia's Invasion of Ukraine”. 
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CBEES’ current premises are located at 

the outer end of the Södertörn University building. 
PHOTO: MATS ERIKSSON/FLICKR CC 
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Per Bolin. Director of CBEES 2022–2025. 

“Over the past 20 years we have 
developed a very considerable 
international scholarly network” 

W hen I became Director of CBEES in 
November 2022 I already had a past at 
the centre, having been Research leader 

there between 2010 and 2013. My return journey 
began in the autumn of 2022, when it was brought 
to my notice that there was an opportunity for me 
to become Director of CBEES. Despite being in the 
very fnal year of my assignment as Head of School 
at the university, and also approaching retirement 
age, I immediately grasped at this possibility as 
I realized that what I really wanted to do was to 
spend my fnal years in academia at CBEES. 

The period between 2010 and 2013 when I was 
Research leader at CBEES with a special responsi-
bility of developing the research feld Multidiscipli-
nary historical studies was for me one of the most 
happy and productive periods of my academic life. 
Being part of a centre where high-quality research 

on the Baltic and East European region was being 
done was extremely rewarding. To my mind, this 
was also a very productive period in CBEES’ histo-
ry. There was at that time a very qualifed group of 
professors placed at CBEES: Anu-Mai Kőll, Econo-
mic history, Irina Sandomirskaja, Cultural studies, 
Joakim Ekman, Political science, and the recently 
recruited Mark Bassin, Geography and History of 
Ideas. Apart from myself there were three moreRe-
search leaders connected to Cultural studies, Social 
science and Environmental science. Together with 
incoming international guest researchers and guest 
professors we formed a very solid and innovative 
research community that certainly managed to gain 
international recognition. 

HOWEVER, EVENTUALLY the situation 
changed to the worst. The Founda-

PER BOLIN’S research concerns  

the modern history of the Baltic  

states, more specifically Latvia  

during the 1920s and 30s. His  

focus is on the tensions and  

conflicts between nationalizing po-

licies and institutionalized minority  

rights when Latvia emerged as an  

independent state in 1918/19.  

While the ethnic minorities were  

given a certain degree of cultural  

autonomy, primarily the right to  

have separate school systems,  

conflicts ensued when natio-

nalizing policies became more  

forceful towards the end of the  

1920s. Of special 

interest are con-

flicts connected to 

the Latvianization of 

higher education, and 

different interpretations of the 

definition and legal ownership of 

Latvia’s cultural heritage. 
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tion for Baltic and East European Studies, the pro-
vider of economic means for CBEES, experienced 
some fnancial setbacks and decided to reduce the 
funds it allocated yearly to the university. Also, 
the new Rektor, Moira von Wright, sadly did not 
seem to view CBEES as a priority. The result was a 
down-scaling of CBEES, a reduction in the number 
of research leaders and administrative staf, and an 
end to the guest professor programme. Saddened 
and disappointed, in 2013 I returned to the Depart-
ment of History. I could, however, for a while con-
tinue with my own research on the modern history 
of the Baltic countries with funding from the BSF 
and also made sure to maintain 
scholarly contacts with the centre. 
Then, nine years later in 2022, as I 
had started to prepare for retire-
ment, I was rather unexpectedly 
given the opportunity to return to 
CBEES, now as its Director. 

The CBEES I returned to had 
by now, I found, managed to regain 
much of its former academic vigour. 
Apart from the three professors 
Bassin, Ekman and Sandomirskaja, 
CBEES had now been given BSF 
funding for four postdoc positions, 
making it possible to add a group 
of younger, highly qualifed and in-
ternationally recruited scholars to 
the centre. I found this combination of experienced 
professors and young innovative postdocs very con-
ducive to forming a dynamic research community. 
With funding from the BSF, we were also able to re-
cruit international guest researchers, usually three 
in number, who joined CBEES during the autumn 
terms. The CBEES I encountered upon my return 
in 2022 was therefore a much more dynamic centre 
than the one I had left nine years before. 

At the same time, my return to CBEES took pla-
ce under an uncommonly dark cloud. The Russian 

Each year CBEES organizes an 

international conference. 

full-scale invasion of Ukraine in the spring of 2022 
occasioned fundamental changes in the research 
on the Baltic and East European region. Unfore-
seen by most scholars, aggressive warfare and a 
blatant ambition to conquer another country’s 
territory had returned to the European conti-
nent. Much research was immediately directed 
towards analyses of the new geopolitical situation, 
the policies and ideology of the Putin regime, the 
remarkable resilience of Ukraine under merciless 
Russian attack, the war crimes committed by the 
Russian armed forces, and, not least, the efects of 
Russian aggression on the entire Baltic and East 

European region. The last topic, 
not surprisingly, became the focus 
for the CBEES Annual Conference 
in November 2023, and the CBEES 
State of the Region Report 2024. 

RUSSIA’S WAR against Ukraine has 
since 2022 had multiple efects on 
scholarly work and contacts. In the 
same way as other Swedish univer-
sities, at CBEES all collaboration 
and contacts with ofcial Russian 
universities and institutes were 
terminated. Fieldwork and archival 
studies in Russia became impos-
sible, creating serious problems 
for ongoing research projects and 

some doctoral students. Making research trips 
to Ukraine now also became fraught with great 
dangers, since the Russian indiscriminate drone 
and missile warfare threatens all parts of the coun-
try. The preconditions for conducting research 
have been greatly altered. 

Russia’s war has also fundamentally changed 
the scholarly feld of Slavonic studies. While 
Ukrainian studies have previously played a minor 
part in this research feld, the war has decidedly 
caused a strong increase in the study of Ukrainian 
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The Russo-Ukrainian War 
Through the Eyes of a Historian CBEES regularly ar-

ranges distinguished 

lectures with prominent 

researchers. 

culture, language and history. The Russian stra-
tegy to appropriate, steal, or destroy Ukrainian 
cultural artefacts has actually reinforced eforts 
to defne and protect Ukrainian cultural heri-
tage – a topic that was meticulously analysed at a 
series of workshops organized by CBEES in 2024 
and 2025, involving both Ukrainian and Western 
scholars, as well as museum ofcials from both 
Ukraine and Sweden. 

One of the most important scholarly events 
organized by CBEES in recent years was the 
Distinguished lecture held by Harvard Professor 
Serhii Plokhy in May 2024. Professor Plokhy is an 
internationally acknowledged expert on Ukraini-
an history, and had recently published a book, The 
Russo-Ukrainan War, where he traced the origins 
of the war to the halted and incomplete develop-
ment of democratic institutions in Russia after 
1990. Having Professor Plokhy here at CBEES 
and Södertörn University was a great achieve-
ment, and his lecture attracted a great number 
of listeners as well as considerable media atten-
tion. CBEES Professor Mark Bassin and Research 
leader Julia Malitska should be commended for 
managing to arrange this seminal Distinguished 

lecture, decidedly a major event at Södertörn 
University in recent years. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine caused considerable 
pressure on some scholars at CBEES and Södertörn 
University, especially on colleagues with a family 
background and relatives in Ukraine. Several of 
the incoming guest researchers during the last two 
years have also been scholars from Ukraine, now 
continuing their academic work in exile. Having 
family members constantly threatened by Russian 
forces, air attacks and deprivations caused by the 
war, naturally means living under a great deal of 
stress as well as being immersed in a seemingly 
never-ending grieving process. Also, travelling to 
Ukraine to reconnect with family members is now 
fraught with danger and is sometimes virtually 
impossible. Extending support and encouragement 
to these colleagues is still of utmost necessity. 

CBEES HAS fortunately not been alone in extending 
support for Ukraine and our Ukrainian collea-
gues – our university leadership has also taken 
important steps to provide moral and material 
support, both to Ukrainian scholars remaining 
in the country and to those now in exile. After 
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Russia’s full-scale invasion Södertörn University 
received a small group of Ukrainian scholars as 
part of its Scholars at Risk Programme, placing 
them at their respective departments. From 2025, 
however, a new guest researcher programme 
directed towards colleagues presently working 
at Ukrainian universities has been launched with 
funding from the Foundation for Baltic and East 
European Studies. CBEES has been given the task 
to administrate this programme, devised to make it 
possible for six Ukrainian colleagues each term to 
have a three-month period at Södertörn Universi-
ty. The incoming guest researchers are preferably 
placed at their respective departments, but CBEES 
assumes a general responsibility for them during 
their stay at the university and invites them to take 
part in the research activities at the centre. 

FOR ME PERSONALLY, returning to CBEES also meant 
a return to serious research. Between 2016 and 
2022 I served as Head of School, an assignment 
with heavy administrative responsibilities, and an 
agenda packed with meetings of various kinds – 
in short, matters that left precious little time for 
research. However, being a member of the CBEES 
Steering Committee during this period at least 
gave me the possibility to keep up to date with the 
scholarly activities at the centre. Coming back to 
CBEES towards the end of 2022 therefore meant 
a longed-for return to research, both in terms of 
again being part of a dynamic research commu-
nity with advanced seminars and workshops, but 
also for me a return to Latvia, to Riga, and my own 
research on Latvia during the interwar period. 
Travels to the historical archives and academic 
libraries in Riga had for a time been impeded by my 
duties at the School, but also naturally by the res-
trictions imposed during the Covid pandemic. But 
from the spring of 2023 I could once again arrange 
for research trips to Riga and resume my work on 
Latvian modern history. 

Some things in Riga proved to be very much like 
I remembered it, like the insufcient heating in the 
Reading room in the Historical archive, a discom-
fort that could only be overcome by several layers 
of warm clothing and the generous support from 
the archive’s extremely helpful staf. Other things 
I found had changed markedly. The small, diverse, 
and rather outdated academic libraries from Soviet 
times had been replaced by a large, modern and 
very prestigious National Library, an impressive 
building resembling a combination of an upturned 
boat and a stranded whale, an edifce that now 
dominates the southern bank of the river Daugava. 
I also found that the impressive Stalinist Academy 
of Science building, previously home to both the 
Institute of History and the Folklore Archive, both 
of great importance for my research, now was an 
abandoned and somewhat derelict structure, prac-
tically reduced to a monument of a Soviet past. 

Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine has had a 
decided impact on other aspects of the city-scape 
of Riga. Banners and posters of anti-Putin charac-
ter dominated in the streets, and the few remaining 
symbols and monuments from Soviet times were 
coming under ferce criticism. The main target 
was the Soviet Victory monument, a giant obelisk 
sporting a red star situated in a park on the south 
bank of Daugava. This monument was contentious 
not only because of its Soviet legacy, but also becau-
se it served as a rallying point for Russian-speakers 
in Riga, especially when they celebrated the Soviet 
victory in WWII on 9 May every year. Ethnic Lat-
vians, in contrast, celebrate the end of the War on 
8 May, making these celebrations a clearly visible 
and divisive occasion marking the boundaries bet-
ween these two ethnic groups. 

In response to Russia’s attack on Ukraine, Riga’s 
city government decided that the Victory monu-
ment should be torn down, a decision that was ef-
fectuated in August 2022. Since I happened to be in 
Riga doing archival research in May the following 
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year, I became curious about what would happen 
on 9 May: would the Russian-speaking population 
in Riga stage large protests in the Victory Park, and 
rage against the recently efectuated demolition 
of the monument? Approaching the Victory Park, 
I noticed a large crowd – which proved to consist 
of policemen, complemented by police horses 
and dogs and a great number of police cars. Only 
a few rather bewildered pedestrians were to be 
seen walking in the park. Speaking later with some 
Latvian colleagues, I learned that Russia’s attack 
on Ukraine had in fact split up the Russian-spea-
king community in Latvia, with a majority taking 
Ukraine’s side. Only among the 
older generation, and primarily 
among those who held R
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APART FROM the war’s impact on 
Riga and Latvian politics that I 
could observe, it also had a certain 
impact on the direction of my own 
research. At CBEES we had had 
workshops on Ukrainian historical 
heritage: how historical artefacts 
in Ukraine had been appropriated 
and stolen by the Russian army, 
redefning this heritage as “Rus-
sian”, or outright demolished, 
an initiative put forward by our guest researcher 
Maria Siļina and CBEES Professor Irina Sandomir-
skaja. Since my own research concerns conficts 
in interwar Latvia between the former elite group 
during Romanov times, the Baltic Germans, and 
the new Latvian elite group emerging after 1919, 
it struck me that the defnition and appropriation 
of cultural heritage among those two elite groups 
during the 1920s and 30s could prove to be an inte-
resting study. The present war in this way tends to 
infuence the research questions we formulate and 

pursue, even in areas far removed from the confict.
Coming back to CBEES after some years of 

absence, what strikes me is the high quality of our 
own publications. Under the very competent editor 
Ninna Mörner, the journal Baltic Worlds has be-
come a well-established publication of a very high 
quality. Its combination of diferent text genres: es-
says, interviews, and peer-reviewed articles, makes 
it both a very solid and serious academic journal 
while at the same time it manages to address 
important contemporary issues in the Baltic and 
East European region. Baltic Worlds has now an 
impressive range of contributors, both from within 

the region and from Western aca-
demia. In fact, the interest among 
international scholars in recent 
years to have their work publis-
hed in Baltic Worlds has increased 
markedly, a clear indication of its 
enhanced academic standing.

THE CENTRE’S other major publica-
tion, the yearly CBEES State of 
the Region Report, has in a similar 
manner proved to be an important 
channel for research on this spe-
cifc geographical region. Starting 
in 2020, the report has each year 
focused on a specifc topic, char-
ting various tendencies, develop-

ments, and discrepancies within the entire Baltic 
and East European region. While CBEES profes-
sors and research leaders devise and develop the 
main themes of the reports, and write the introduc-
tion and some central essays, most contributions to 
the SRR are written by colleagues based in the dif-
ferent countries in the region. Together, the CBEES 
scholars and editor Ninna Mörner have access to 
a very wide network of possible contributors to 
the reports, ensuring the variety of the diferent 
contributions.
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The themes of the CBEES State of the Region 
Report have varied considerably. In 2020, the 
focus was on constructions and reconstructions 
of the historical past in the region, while in 2021 
the report chartered Far-Right movements, their 
historical roots and contemporary development in 
diferent countries. Later issues have covered envi-
ronmental problems and management in the region 
(2023) and, as mentioned above, the efects in the 
entire region of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (2024). 
The latest edition of the report deals with migra-
tion, both in a more general sense as something that 
has for a long time characterized the Baltic and East 
European region but also analyzing the more recent 
migration fows occasioned by the ongoing war. As 
Director of CBEES I must say that I am very proud 
of this publication, fnding that it brings together 
the scholarly expertise and drive of my CBEES col-
leagues as well as developing a network with scho-
lars in the entire region – under the very competent 
supervision of editor Ninna Mörner. 

These two publications are certainly CBEES 
most tangible contributions to our feld of research. 
But our very profle, as a multidisciplinary research 
centre focusing on the Baltic and East European 
region, is also, I would argue, a very important 
contribution to Area studies in particular as well as 
academic research in general. All existing interna-
tional Area studies institutes focusing on the region 
have, to my knowledge, a much more limited geo-
graphical scope and also contain a much narrower 
range of academic disciplines. CBEES is rather 
unique in its geographical scope, covering the 
Baltic region, Central and Eastern Europe, as well 
as Turkey, Caucasus and parts of Central Asia. Col-
leagues at CBEES belong to large variety of disci-
plines within the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
a composition that constantly varies with incoming 
new postdocs and guest researchers. This multi-
disciplinary character of CBEES is something that 
I fnd especially valuable. While most academic 

research is confned within the boundaries of dis-
ciplines with rather fxed traditional approaches to 
theory and methodology, CBEES’ multidisciplinary 
research community opens up for exchange and 
inspiration across such boundaries. Especially for 
our postdocs, I fnd the CBEES kind of Area studies 
centre extremely valuable in their development as 
researchers and for their future academic careers 

CBEES MULTIDISCIPLINARY character also, to my mind, 
constitute a valuable asset for the doctoral students 
connected to the Baltic and East European Gra-
duate School (BEEGS). When CBEES was foun-
ded twenty years ago, one of the main reasons for 
starting the centre was to provide solid scholarly 
support and inspiration for the BEEGS doctoral 
students. At present, the newly admitted BEEGS 
doctoral students spend their frst year at CBEES, 
taking part in the various seminars and workshops 
organized at the centre. CBEES scholars also 
lecture during the BEEGS introductory course, and 
act as commentators on thesis chapters. While the 
BEEGS doctoral students move to their respective 
departments after the frst year at CBEES, they are 
most welcome to reconnect with the centre later 
during their doctoral programme and are encou-
raged to present their work at the CBEES Annual 
Conference. The addition of doctoral students to 
the CBEES research community of professors, 
research leaders, guest researchers, and postdocs, 
is a solution that to my mind works very well for 
all parties and provide the doctoral students with 
insights and perspectives they would not receive 
within their own specifc disciplines. 

A RECENT INITIATIVE at CBEES has been to conduct 
network visits together with BEEGS doctoral 
students to research centres and institutes with 
a similar research profle. Some of these contacts 
were lost during the pandemic and now need to be 
re-established. In 2024 we therefore made a joint 
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networking trip to the Aleksanteri Institute in 
Helsinki, and this autumn we made a similar visit 
to the University of Greifswald. Establishing frmer 
collaboration with such international research 
centres will certainly be on the agenda also during 
the years to come. 

So – what are the future prospects for CBEES 
as an Area study centre? In general terms, I believe 
that CBEES is in a fairly good position. After 
twenty years of existence, the centre has a very 
strong scholarly reputation and is part of a wide 
research network centering on the Baltic and East 
European region. In terms of research staf there 
has of course been some rotation during the last 
few years. Two very experienced research leaders, 
Tora Lane (Slavonic studies) and Yulia Gradskova 
(Gender history) have left CBEES for permanent 
positions as lecturers – a clear loss for CBEES but 
for them a very rational move considering the logic 
of the Swedish university system. However, with 
two newly recruited research leaders, Johanna 
Mannergren and Adrienne Sörbom, both pro-
fessors, the group of research leaders at CBEES 
remains very strong and in many senses constitute 
the backbone of scholarly activities at the centre. 

A GRAVER CONCERN is connected to the group of pro-
fessors placed at CBEES. During the past year, two 
of the CBEES Professors, Mark Bassin and Irina 
Sandomirskaja, have retired and joined the ranks 
of CBEES emeritus professors. Both have been 
long-standing members of our research commu-
nity. Sandomirskaja was recruited at the very start 
of CBEES twenty years ago, while Bassin joined 
us in 2009. Both are also exceptionally broad in 
their academic expertise. As professor in Cultural 
studies, Sandomirskaja’s research encompasses 
studies in philosophy, comparative literature, flm 
studies, art history, and aesthetics. Bassin, on the 
other hand, with a background in Geography, has a 
wide competence in the History of ideas and is an 
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All theses produced during BEEGS first 15 years. 

acknowledged authority on geopolitical thought. 
For both of them, Russia has been the focus of their 
scholarly work, and they have during their acade-
mic careers developed extensive networks within 
the feld of Slavonic studies. 

With the retirement of Sandomirskaja and 
Bassin, the only two remaining professors at 
CBEES are Joakim Ekman, Political science, and 
me, in History. What we would urgently need is 
therefore a recruitment of at least one new Baltic 
Sea professor, and preferably two, in order to fll 
the gap. I fnd it essential that the competence and 
international standing of CBEES be maintained. 
Discussions with the university leadership about 
this is ongoing, and my sincere hope is that new 
professorial positions at CBEES will be announced 
during 2026. 

Another matter that would strengthen the 
academic community at CBEES is an increased 
possibility to add externally funded researchers 
to the centre. At the present moment CBEES is 
allowed to recruit four to fve postdocs on a rolling 
schedule but does not have the mandate to house 
other externally funded researchers. According to a 
decision by a former Rektor made ffteen years ago, 
all externally funded researchers can only be placed 
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at one of the Schools, not at CBEES. For us this is a 
considerable constriction in our research activities, 
making it impossible to form small research groups 
based on applications to the Foundation for Baltic 
and East European Studies, Vetenskapsrådet or 
other fnanciers. When a colleague at CBEES recei-
ves a grant involving a couple of more researchers, 
those are placed at one of the Schools and not at 
CBEES. Both professors and research leaders here 
at the centre fnd this arrangement far from ideal 
and would greatly appreciate the possibility to form 
research groups here at CBEES. It should be added 
that such arrangements are standard practice at 
European research centres with a similar research 
profle, for instance at the Aleksanteri Institute in 
Helsinki and the Herder-Institut in Marburg. 

WITH THESE SUGGESTED additions to the research 
community, and the continued solid support from 
the university leadership, I believe the future 
prospects for CBEES are very good indeed. Over 
the past 20 years we have developed a very consi-
derable international scholarly network and have 
managed to achieve a strong international repu-
tation. A special asset that should be mentioned 
are the alumni from the Baltic and East European 
Graduate School (BEEGS), many of whom have 
entered on successful academic careers in either 
Sweden or abroad. They constitute an invaluable 
resource in many of our research activities, not 
least at our Annual Conferences. The standing of 
CBEES as a research centre is also refected in the 
recurrent recruitment of new postdocs, where 
each announcement receives well over a hundred 
applications, the great majority of them from inter-
national scholars. 

Another cause for optimism regarding the 
future is of course the quality of our publications, 
Baltic Worlds and CBEES State of the Region 
Report, publications that have gained considera-
ble international recognition. Also, as mentioned 

previously, our main international conference, the 
CBEES Annual Conference, has grown considerably 
in importance after the downturn during the Covid 
pandemic, and the organizers now receive far more 
suggestions for paper presentations than we can 
possibly accept. 

In more general terms, it seems obvious that the 
recent distressing and tragic developments within 
the region, especially Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, has put this region in a both political 
and scholarly focus. Research on developments 
within the Baltic and East European region now 
seems to be more necessary and urgent than ever, 
making the activities at CBEES extremely relevant. 
It will be a great challenge but also an important 
responsibility for CBEES to meet these demands 
and expectations, and produce, facilitate, organize, 
and disseminate research on this region, now in a 
state of fundamental change. Apart from the major 
geopolitical changes caused by Russia’s neo-impe-
rial policies and open aggression against Ukraine, 
tendencies towards autocratic rule in the region, as 
well as problems connected to migration and en-
vironmental destruction, are topics that certainly 
need to be closely studied during the coming years. 

FOR MY OWN PART, though, the challenges that CBEES 
now face will not be met with me as the Director. 
After New Year I will join the ranks of the CBEES 
emeritus professors and former Directors, a group 
of scholars that constitute a great resource for 
CBEES. Entering formal retirement, I will continue 
being a part of CBEES and its research community, 
but now with safe government funding for my 
research activities and precious few responsibili-
ties to fulfl. I am convinced, though, that the new 
Director and the very competent group of scholars, 
the very experienced editor of our publications, 
and our very able administrators, will ensure 
CBEES’ international standing and reputation 
during the decades to come. ● 
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Joakim Ekman. Director of the Centre for Baltic and 
East European Studies (CBEES), starting in 2026. 

“Maintaining and deepening 
international collaborations is 
not only beneficial but essential” 

Ibelieve one of the key tasks ahead (for 2026– 
2027) is to revitalize the external activities at 
CBEES; including both academic collabora-

tions and non-academic outreach activities. This 
is not primarily about expanding our national and 
international networks, which are already well 
established, but about strengthening and conso-
lidating some of the existing partnerships, and 
developing them into more substantial, long-term 
relations. But of course, perhaps we can also iden-
tify new potential actors to cooperate with. Among 
our longstanding academic collaborations are the 
Aleksanteri Institute at the University of Helsinki 
and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Baltic Sea Re-
gion Research (IFZO) at the University of Greifs-
wald. But maybe we should also try to formalize 
our cooperation with, for example, the Centre for 
East European and Eurasian Studies (CEURUS) at 
the University of Tartu? 

To move forward, however, we must also look 
inward; to refect on what CBEES is today, where 
our strengths and weaknesses lie, and what we 
want the centre to become. It is worth reconsi-
dering the range of activities developed over the 
years. Should we continue as before? There is 
nothing wrong with doing so, of course, but every 
organisation needs moments of self-refection to 

reassess its aims and direction. This may lead to 
the conclusion that our current course is right, or 
it may reveal new and promising paths suited to a 
centre of our size and circumstances. 

IN ANY CASE, I see it as essential that CBEES also 
maintains strong relations with a number of 
academic and policy-oriented actors in Sweden 
who share an interest in the Baltic Sea region and 
Eastern Europe. Among the key partners are the 
Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies (IRES) 
at Uppsala University, the Stockholm Centre for 
Eastern European Studies (SCEEUS) at the Swe-
dish Institute of International Afairs, the research 
environment Russia, Ukraine and the Caucasus 
Regional Research (RUCARR) at Malmö Univer-
sity, the Department of Languages and Literature 
(SOL) at Lund University, and the Swedish Defence 
Research Agency (FOI). Most of these contacts 
already exist, but the challenge lies in maintaining 
and developing them over time. 

I think we should take a proactive stance in this 
regard. At least once a year (perhaps in connection 
with preparations for the next Annual Conference 
or the next State of the Region report) CBEES could 
reach out to each partner to explore potential 
avenues for deeper cooperation. Such outreach 
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requires little efort but can have a substantial im-
pact, helping to strengthen relationships and foster 
a more vibrant network of cooperation over time. 

CBEES SHOULD ALSO maintain relations with relevant 
non-academic actors in our vicinity, such as the 
Swedish Institute (SI), Scholars at Risk (SAR– 
Sweden), and the Secretariat of the Council of the 
Baltic Sea States (CBSS) in Stockholm. The centre 
has previously enjoyed good cooperation with SI, 
which through the former Visby Programme sup-
ported three visiting doctoral students at CBEES 
(Artem Gulashko, Gilda Hoxha, and Nikoloz 
Kobakhidze), between 2017 and 2020. The Baltic 
University Programme (BUP) is another good 
example. We should continue our active participa-
tion in the Baltic University Programme (BUP), 
in which CBEES presently serves as the National 
Centre for Sweden. 

All these collaborations noted above are im-
portant for CBEES. As the region continues to 
transform, so too must the institutions dedicated 
to studying it. The challenges and questions that 
defne the Baltic and East European area (like 
those concerning democracy, identity, memory, 
and security) remain as urgent as ever, and they in-
creasingly demand joint responses that transcend 
national boundaries. In this context, maintaining 
and deepening international collaborations is not 
only benefcial but essential, enabling CBEES to 
exchange perspectives and contribute to a broa-
der, transnational understanding of the region. 
Through such cooperation, CBEES can continue 
to fulfl its mission: to serve as a meeting ground 
where knowledge is coupled with commitment, 
and where an informed understanding of the past 
and present can guide us toward imagining a more 
just and peaceful future. ● 

CBEES – a strong and thriving research environment 
THE CENTRE FOR  Baltic and East  

European Studies (CBEES) is  

tasked with encouraging and  

developing Södertörn University’s  

research and doctoral education  

that focuses on the Baltic Sea  

region and Eastern Europe, as well  

as conducting research. 

Since it was founded in 2005,  

CBEES has become a strong and  

thriving multidisciplinary research  

environment. The centre is an  

important actor, with collaborations  

throughout the Baltic Sea region  

and Eastern Europe. CBEES also  

organises international conferen-

ces, seminars and workshops.  

The researchers are in demand  

as experts in academia and in the  

public sphere. Research in the  

area is reflected in the internatio-

nal journal Baltic Worlds. 

OVER THE YEARS, many interna-

tional visiting researchers have 

passed through the centre and 

soon 150 doctoral students have 

been educated at the Baltic and 

East European Graduate School 

(BEEGS). 
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The Centre for Baltic and East European Studies (CBEES) 
celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2025. 

In this publication we have invited several former and current 
CBEES colleagues to share their recollections and reflections 
on their time at the Centre, its development, and the challenge 
of conducting area studies in a changing world order. 

Together they provide a broad depiction of CBEES development 
and achievements as a research centre over the past 20 years. 
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