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Abstract:

This empirical study examines the conflict coverage of two leading Farsi-language news media,
Iran International and BBC Persian, regarding peace journalism (PJ) and war journalism (WJ)
and the 2022 conflict in Ukraine. Drawing upon available scholarly work in the field of PJ and
WJ (studies) and within a normative debate, this research argues that the existing model of
PJ/WJ is dualistic and binary. Then, the study conceptualizes and suggests a new concept of
semi-war journalism (SWJ), which transforms the existing dualistic model into a multi-
dimensional one.

The study provides a background on the Farsi-language media ecosystem. It additionally
presents an intensive account of the background of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine and
demonstrates that this is not a two-party conflict but a multi-party conflict. Also, the conflict
has its internal roots in the Ukraine.

Conducting a literature review of the existing scholarship, the study demonstrates that a small
share of the journalistic works fulfills the criteria of PJ, and the 2022 conflict in Ukraine is
understudied. Apart from PJ/WJ subjects, in many other aspects, Farsi-language media are
understudied as well. Qualitative content analysis of twelve news articles from the website of
the media under study from their coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine in six months, from
February 2022 to July 2022, is conducted. The findings reveal that the dominant frame in all
articles is elite-oriented reporting, in which elites are taken into consideration either as the
source of information or as actors. Employing PJ/WJ and framing theory, it is concluded that
Iran International’s coverage sharply leans toward WJ, with five out of six articles with the W]
approach and only one SWJ article. BBC Persian is chiefly aligned with SWJ (three articles),
while it has one PJ article and two WJ. The findings of this study are in line with previous
research that underscored that only a small share of conflict reporting fulfills the criteria of PJ,
while it seems that, in the case of BBC Persian, there is a shift away from WJ to the two other
approaches (SWJ and PJ).

Keywords: Peace journalism, War journalism, Semi-war journalism, Ukraine, Conflict, Farsi,
Media.
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Chapter 1: Introduction & Research Aims and Questions

1-1 Introduction

The outbreak of the war in Ukraine in February 2022 and the Russian invasion of Ukraine is
one of the biggest wars in recent years, particularly on the soil of Europe. As of May 2023,
only 23 606 civilian casualties were recorded in Ukraine, including 8,791 killed (OHCHR,
2023). It is estimated that the war has so far caused more than three hundred thousand military
casualties from both sides, including sixty thousand killed (Smith, 2023). Damages to
infrastructure, traumas, and socio-psychological problems are other severe issues generated by
this war. More than five million Ukrainians have been internally displaced, and around eight
million individuals are recorded as refugees from Ukraine across Europe (Relief Web, 2023).

Yet, like other wars, this war is not merely fought on the ground by soldiers and artillery and
in the skies by military jets. The battle is also fought in and by the media. Like other
international affairs, in this war, parties to the conflict attempt their story win (Arquilla and
Ronfeldt, 2001). There is an ongoing narrative war in communication. In such awar, the media rarely
cover conflict neutrally (Dente Ross, 2006). Mass media willingly became wartime propaganda
(Carruthers, 2000). They have been weaponized (Rodgers & Lanoszka, 2021). After a few
months after the invasion of Ukraine, the historian and media sociologist Isabelle Veyrat-
Masson stated that this war "is a media war with human faces" (Dassonville, 2022).

Keeble (1998), who studied the British media coverage of the crisis in 1991 and 1998 in
Irag, suggested that the media acted as a propaganda actor. Moreover, the 2003 war on Iraq
was also framed in favor of the US military (Pfau et al., 2004). A study on the conflict reporting
of the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) proved that BBC -a public service broadcasting-
could hardly function independently from the government (Aalberg and Curran, 2012;
Schlosberg, 2017). In Liu's (2023) study on the practice of BBC and RT (formerly Russia
Today) in the coverage of the 2014 Russia-Ukraine conflict, it was found that, although there
were differences in their journalistic practice, both media shared biased reporting and were
similar in that their media soft power became a significant dimension of the state power (p.20-
21).

Yet, this is not the full image of the practice of the media ecosystem regarding conflict
reporting. There has been some development in recent decades. Peace journalism (PJ) was
proposed in the 80s and ever since promoted and partially practiced. According to Galtung
(2017), PJ is peace-conflict oriented, people-oriented, truth-oriented, and solution-oriented. On
the contrary, war journalism (WJ), which is the dominant approach in news media practice, is
war-violence-oriented, propaganda-oriented, elite-oriented, and victory-oriented (ibid). Some
suggest that PJ exists largely in alternative media (Perez de Fransius, 2014:85), but it has been
suggested that it can help bridge the existing gap between alternative and mainstream media
(Lynchetal., 2011). It is argued that there are signs of PJ within mainstream media. Particularly
in the UK, these signs of PJ are identified by various studies (Perez de Fransius, 2014:85). Such
studies argued that, for instance, BBC's conflict coverage had made a slight shift from WJ to
PJ (ibid). Therefore, it would be interesting to study such media's practice in the coverage of
the ongoing war in Ukraine to see whether they are acting in favor of the continuation of the



war or the opposite. The current study will focus on media coverage of the 2022 conflict in
Ukraine, focusing on PJ and WJ.

Many scholars have studied the conflict coverage of various news media outlets in different
geographical and socio-political contexts, be it the media in the US, the EU, Asia, Latin
America, the Middle East, or elsewhere. Whereas there are many studies on various media
regarding conflict coverage (including English-language), the Farsi-language media and their
practice concerning conflict/war coverage are rarely analyzed. Thus, there seems to exist a
literature gap in this sense. The literature review sheds light on this subject. For Iranians, there
are two distinct and major camps of news media. The state runs one; the other is run abroad.
Within the latter, the two leading news media are based in the UK, Iran International and BBC
Persian. They have the highest share of daily viewership among Iranians (outside and inside of
Iran), with a viewership share of 33% and 17% (Gamaan, 2021). This makes up 50% of the
daily viewership share among Iranians.

Moreover, BBC Persian (n.d) and Iran International (n.d) state that their reporting is neutral
and impartial. It would be a significant contribution to the available scholarship to shed light
on the practice of these Farsi-language news media to see how they function with regard to
conflict reporting. Do they take a side? Are they partisan in their conflict coverage? Do they
fairly harvest the news from diverse sources? And generally, how does their work affect the
war? Does it fuel the conflict, or does it help to de-escalate it? It will be additionally fruitful to
do as such since it enhances the knowledge regarding the conflict reporting concerning the
2022 conflict in Ukraine. As mentioned, these news media are based in the UK, so it would be
worthy of examining other scholars' studies (e.g., Perez de Fransius, 2014:85) in which they
suggested that the media in the UK are showing signs of PJ.

1-2 Research Aims & Research Questions

The general purpose of the research is to contribute to the academic field of communication
studies, particularly media and journalism studies. It particularly seeks to shed light on conflict
reporting, focusing on the practice of leading Farsi-language media.

The specific objective of the research is to contribute to the available scholarship in the
field of PJ/WJ with a focus on the 2022 conflict in Ukraine while exploring the coverage of the
leading Farsi-language news media. A second-degree objective of the research is to explore the
practice of these media in conflict coverage to see what type of main frame is used by these
media’s reporting.

Noteworthy is that if the research succeeds in achieving this objective, the findings can also
be utilized for news workers in the field while covering conflicts. Such studies seem to be
necessary to contribute to journalistic culture in the Farsi-language news media ecosystem.
BBC reporter David Lyon, a well-known opponent of PJ, was once disturbed by the studies
employing PJ (Ottosen, 2010). He was almost offended that his journalism work was
categorized as WJ. Lyon argued that WJ and PJ journalism is "too dualistic" (ibid, p.264). In
this study, apart from Iran International coverage, the work of Lyon's colleagues in BBC
Persian is analyzed. Also, in the current research, a new approach toward PJ/WJ is employed
regarding what Lyon calls a dualistic model. The study, among other things, can provide a
response and suggestion to not only scholars in this field but also to journalists.



To achieve the objectives of the research, one main research question and one secondary
research question are designed to be answered. The main research question (RQ1) will chiefly
inform the selection of this research's main theoretical framework and method. The main
research question to be answered is:

RQ1: How did these Farsi-language news media cover the 2022 conflict in Ukraine in

connection to PJ or WJ?
To better understand the conflict reporting of these news media, a complementary question
would be:

RQ2: How did these media cover the conflict in connection to consequence framing

and solution framing, and is there any relationship between solution framing and PJ?
As can be seen from the objective and research questions, this research will be an empirical
and exploratory study. However, as a side subject to be further studied in future research, it
will be attempted to provide some rough explanations for the study's findings. The discussion
chapter will address an extra question- though not as a main research question. This question
IS as to why these media covered the conflict in the way they did. This question will shift away
the study from exploratory research to an explanatory one. However, it should be emphasized
that this is only a question to be put forth in the current research to pave the way for further
studies on this. The reader should bear in mind that the objective of the research is to explore
in what way the conflict coverage of these media is and not why it is so.

1-3 Expectations & Contributions

From a methodology point of view, for answering the RQs, empirical data from conflict
coverage of two leading news media under study (Iran International and BBC Persian) will be
gathered and qualitatively content analyzed. PJ/WJ theories/concepts and framing theory will
be employed to interpret the findings (to be elaborated on in later chapters).

The Farsi-language media ecosystem is understudied concerning PJ/WJ (studies). Farsi/Persian
IS my mother tongue, and this can assist me in understanding the conflict coverage that is
produced within this ecosystem, and the study can provide an analytical account and shed light
on the practice of two leading Farsi-language news media and contribute some knowledge to
the broader strand of PJ/WJ (studies). Therefore, my research on this ecosystem can hopefully
be read by and circulated among non-Farsi speakers in both academia and the journalistic
world. Moreover, the study can additionally provide some knowledge to Farsi-speaking people,
including scholars, news workers, and probably news consumers. It would be fruitful that, apart
from non-Farsi speakers, people who deal with these Farsi-language media (either as scholars,
news workers, or consumers) get to know more about PJ/WJ and particularly about the conflict
coverage of the two most popular news media they deal with.

1-4 The research outline

In chapter two, the available literature is reviewed. The Background Chapter presents a
background of the conflict and the background of the media under study. The Theory Chapter
discusses the theoretical framework. In the methodology chapter, the overall methodology and
method of the study are presented. The Finding chapter presents the results of the analysis. The
Discussion Chapter answers the RQs and compares them with a broader context of scholarship.
The text finishes by providing a summary of the study and some conclusions.



Chapter 2: Literature Review

This chapter reviews the existing scholarship in the PJ/WJ (studies) strand. Some relevant to
this research's aim, problem, and scope will be presented in the available literature in English.
At the end of the chapter, a review of available literature that studied Farsi-language media (of
which many were written/published in Farsi) will be presented. The most apparent reason for
reviewing the available literature is to know the works that already have been done in this
specific field so as to avoid repetition (Bryman, 2012:98). Moreover, the literature review shall
help better understand the theories/methods and findings that are employed and produced
within this strand. The chapter will also help construct an account in which various contexts
and results within PJ/WJ studies are elaborated. Additionally, the review should clarify the
literature gap and confirm the rationale of this dissertation's assigned aim, problem, and
research questions.

The first section of the chapter will present some studies that analyzed journalistic practice
in the PJ/WJ (studies) strand. The studies that are selected to be reviewed have addressed
distinct geographical and geopolitical contexts. Then the focus will be placed on the specific
conflict in Ukraine. Owing to the novelty of the 2022 war in Ukraine and due to the lack of
available research about this novel conflict in connection to journalism practice and particularly
regarding PJ/WJ, some studies that addressed the 2014 conflict in Ukraine will be presented.
These studies are relevant to the current research because they analyzed a conflict that has
continued until now, a conflict that is one of the roots of the 2022 war in Ukraine. However,
two studies that are relatively related to this novel crisis (the 2022 war in Ukraine) were
identified and will be presented. These two escalation phases (in 2014 and 2022) have many
similarities and stem from the same conflict. In the chapter's second part, studies conducted on
Farsi-language media will be presented. At the end of the chapter, the implications of the
literature review will be explained: What this chapter offers regarding research questions of
this research, and what it suggests as research gaps.

2-1 A short account of the trajectory of PJ/WJ studies

First, Johan Galtung's model of peace journalism (explained in, e.g., Galtung, 2017), according
to Lynch (2008:143), inspires and provokes. The contours of peace journalism were articulated
by Galtung & Ruge (1965), and then the concept entered journalistic discourse in the 1970s
(see Galtung, 1986) and developed over time (see the theory chapter for an in-depth
presentation of this model).

This model has inspired journalists and affected them in writing critical articles from
conflicts and war zones; it has additionally been used by teachers as a platform to influence
and encourage students to think critically about mainstream media and the way they report in
wars (Hackett & Schroeder, 2008:26). Additionally, media researchers have used this model
as a research tool and employed it when they analyze journalistic practices within war/conflict
areas (Mandelzis & Peleg, 2008:62). This literature review covers some of the studies that
analyzed journalism/media practice in connection to PJ/WJ.

Second, in their 2005 work, Lynch & McGoldrick describe PJ as a conflict-sensitive and
accurate way of framing stories. One question can be what share of the journalism practice
meet this criterion? Lichtenstein et al. (2019:69) argued that empirical studies (e.g., Ersoy,



2016, and others which will be presented here) found that only a small share of journalistic
reporting fulfills peace frame criteria. This chapter will examine this argument by reviewing
studies on WJ/PJ.

The chapter starts with reviewing scholarly studies by different scholars concerning conflicts
reporting from various journalistic cultures across the globe and will continue to review the
Conflict in Ukraine in 2014 and 2022.

2-2 PJ/WJ studies on conflicts across the globe

Ersoy (2016), in his article, analyzes the Turkish press and their coverage of two
events/conflicts in 2012 and 2014. The former was when the Syrian army hit a Turkish jet
plane, and the latter was when the Turkish army hit a Syrian jet plane. The researcher analyzed
press reporting regarding the two conflicts while using the PJ model (p.247). The study
performs quantitative framing analysis to see how Turkish newspapers covered these events
and also identify what frames these newspapers tend to use (255). Considering the number of
newspapers, the researcher analyzed only front pages and headlines. A total of 255 headlines
from 148 newspapers are analyzed in the research. As for the reliability test, a second
researcher coded 10% of the same data, and 92% reliability was shown. The research found
that the dominant framing was "blame the other side," followed by two other frequently used
frames, "us and them" and "war-oriented” (p.257). The author finds out that the general
tendency of the Turkish press is toward blame, accusation, and the creation of suspicion of the
"other" side (p.260). The article suggests that, within a win-lose frame, the Turkish press
focuses on who will "win" the conflict and sees this win as a resolution to the conflict. Ersoy
(2016) concludes that in the time of two events in 2012 and 2014, the Turkish press mostly
"preferred to utilize a conflict/war orientation™ (p. 259).

In a study on the same journalistic culture, a study was conducted on Turkish and Greek
media. Ciftcioglu & Shaw (2021) conducted a study to analyze the prominent Turkish Cypriot
and Greek Cypriot newspapers’ coverage of the conflict in Cyprus. Their analysis of the front
pages of six newspapers shows a strong preference for WJ. In September 2011, the
Mediterranean island of Cyprus faced a serious risk of plunging into war. The main reason
behind this risk was the confrontation over the excavation of hydrocarbon reserves found in
the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. This study further demonstrates that the newspapers from both
sides failed to provide any peaceful solution to the conflict. The study additionally finds that
newspapers on both sides failed to discuss the negative repercussions of a possible war that
was about to start over the hydrocarbons conflict.

From a different political, social, and cultural context, Asian newspapers were analyzed, and
like the articles on Turkish and Greek press, it shows that the dominant trend in these
newspapers is toward WJ. This study is frequently referred to within the PJ/WJ field and was
conducted by Lee & Maslog (2005). Like the previous study, Lee & Maslog (2005) conducted
a quantitative analysis of 1,338 stories from 10 English-language Asian newspapers when
reporting on four Asian regional conflicts (India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and the Philippines). In
terms of intercoder reliability, they obtained a result of between .76 and .93 for various
indicators after they performed the test on 100 articles (p.317). The finding of the analysis of
1,338 stories reveals that 56% of the stories were framed as war journalism, 35.7% as peace
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journalism, and 8.3% were neutral (p.317). A nonpartisan approach, a multiparty orientation,
and the avoidance of demonizing language were the most salient indicators of peace
journalism. Also, the war journalism frames involved a "focus on the here and now, an elite
orientation, and a dichotomy of good and bad" (ibid). The authors conclude that "the news
coverage of these conflicts is dominated by a war journalism frame™ (p.311). Their study
produced two important findings. They found out that the type of the story (e.g., feature, news
story, or opinion piece) had no effect on framing a story as PJ or WJ (p.321). Importantly the
study proved a positive correlation between the size of a story and PJ framing and, conversely,
a negative correlation between the size of a story and WJ framing (ibid).

In a quite different study in terms of the finding, in another study conducted by Prakash (2013),
it was shown that the dominant approach in Pakistani newspapers under study was PJ. Prakash
(2013) analyzed both the traditional and social media in Pakistan in 2012 after the US Congress
passed a resolution in favor of the right of Pakistan's Balochistan to self-determination. The
article focuses on the Balochistan/Pakistan conflict. Balochistan is a Pakistani province that
makes up a large part of Pakistan, and there has been a conflict regarding the Pakistani
government's exploitation of Balochistan province. The conflict has been ongoing since the
partition of India. Like previous studies, Prakash (2013) utilized quantitative content analysis.
Analysis performed on 100 articles extracted from Pakistani newspapers and 1,000 tweets from
various relevant users on Twitter, the study finds that there is an apparent exercise of PJ in the
practice of various sources.

In a different context, a study on a conflict in Africa shows the same result as the first,
second, and third studies that were presented above. In relatively recent research, Ishaku (2022)
examines how the Nation, Punch, Vanguard, and Daily Trust newspapers reported the conflict
in Southern Kaduna conflict, Nigeria, in the period of September 2020 and March 2021. Two
hundred and twenty-four articles from these newspapers were selected and analyzed, utilizing
social responsibility and agenda-setting theories and mixed methods such as critical discourse
analysis and content analysis. The research reveals that, among other issues, 92% of the
reporting lacked sufficient context and background, and most of them were sensational and
inflammatory. These are some of the main traits of WJ. The study then poses some suggestions
as such: media organizations should train their journalists in conflict-sensitive reporting and
provide analytical and in-depth with sufficient background and context for conflict-sensitive
journalism. Although this study employed different theories and methods, it showed the same
results as other studies.

In a different journalistic culture, in a Scandinavian country, Norway, similar to other regions
of the world, a WJ approach toward conflict coverage is being practiced. Ottosen (2010)
analyzed the mainstream newspapers in Norway, Aftenposten and Verdens Gang (VG), and
their reporting regarding the first week of the 2001 war in Afghanistan. After conducting an
analysis of 104 articles by Aftenposten and 100 articles published by VG, Ottosen concluded
that the reporting by these two newspapers generally follows the traits of WJ in Galtung's model
(p.269). While pointing to Norway's participation in the war, Ottosen adds that both
newspapers' reporting about the war in Afghanistan is "dominated by US-friendly framing and
the use of Western sources” (ibid). About the same conflict (in Afghanistan), but from Western
journalistic culture (in the US) and also from a totally different journalistic culture (in China),
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almost the same result was found regarding conflict coverage. Elham et al. (2021) analyzed the
reporting of the New York Times and China Daily in their coverage from September 2018 to
August 2019. They used a combined method (of both qualitative and quantitative) of content
analysis on 144 stories. The findings of their study demonstrate that both New York Times and
China Daily newspapers excessively used visible effects of elite-oriented war frames, which
means the reporting only focused on casualties, dead/wounded, and damage to property while
neglecting emotional trauma, damages to society and culture. The findings also show that the
NYT uses demeaning language and puts the responsibility of the war on the Afghan people.
A study with similar results but on media in Colombia was conducted in 2022. Garcia-
Perdomo et al. (2022), in their bilingual and cross-national study, while using the Galtung peace
journalism model, analyze social media stories about the Colombian peace process to examine
peace and war framing in the texts and news reporting. Their study shows that even during
peace talks, Colombian media use war frames and narratives more often than peace frames.

As demonstrated, regardless of the method of study, journalistic culture, or the conflict under
study, most of the studies show a leaning toward the main traits of WJ.

2-3 Media coverage of the conflict in Ukraine

As of the time of the current research, in May 2023, the exploration within the available
literature identified little (or perhaps) research on PJ/WJ concerning the 2022 conflict in
Ukraine. However, here in the following section, two studies that share some aspects with the
scope of this research and have been conducted to study the 2014 conflict in Ukraine are
presented. Then two recent studies that are related to the current conflict will be presented.

Fengler et al. (2020) Analyzed the coverage of the 2014 conflict in Ukraine by newspapers in
13 European countries in the first half of 2014 (p.91). Although this study is not directly related
to PJ/WJ, its related findings to the scope of the current research are presented. The study
demonstrates that attention to conflict varies across countries (p.401). Geographical/cultural
proximity, economic exchange, and lack of editorial resources might be the reason for such a
variation, according to the authors (ibid). Regarding the 2014 conflict in Ukraine, with a
constant stream of conflict news, Russia has dominated the news agenda in all newspapers
under study. The authors found that the media attempted to contextualize the conflict, which
contradicts prior literature, according to Fengler et al. (2020). The study shows a shift away
from elite focus and a high share of information from non-elite actors, such as social actors and
citizens are represented in the reporting on the 2014 conflict in Ukraine (p.415).

In another study, Liu (2023) analyzed RT and the BBC reporting on the 2014-15 conflict
in Ukraine and demonstrated that RT applied humanitarianism to set the news agenda. BBC
used the human rights frame to a lesser extent while depicting "Russia-backed separatists™ and
Russia as responsible for the conflict (p.1). The article argues that the studied reporting has
reduced the conflict to the responsibility of only one actor. An approach that is not constructive
if one seeks to reduce the tensions and provide a resolution (ibid, p.20). One of the findings of
this study is that although the intentions and approaches of RT and BBC framing efforts might
differ, the nature of the bias in their reporting is similar, and their "soft power and framing in
propagating ideas have become a very central dimension of state power" (p.20-21).



As mentioned, the 2022 conflict in Ukraine concerning PJ/WJ is understudied. However, two
studies on this subject were found that share some features with PJ/WJ studies. In one of them,
the author claims that the study is relevant to PJ studies, and the other studied the narratives of
Russian media in the war. Here these two articles are intensively presented.

In his article that was published in August 2022 (six months after the invasion), Joan Pedro-
Carafana from the Department of Journalism and New Media of the Complutense University
of Madrid addressed this conflict and suggested that Western media’s practice is akin to war
journalism (Pedro-Carafiana, 2022). However, in this article which is titled Russia-Ukraine-
USA/NATO: From War Propaganda to Peace Journalism, the author does not provide any
evidence for his claim. He starts with definitions of peace and conflict analysis and the
necessity of peace journalism and concludes that mainstream media are embedded in and
affected by the structures of a warmongering culture and power. And this leads to the status in
which they become subordinate to NATO propaganda (ibid). The author then emphasizes the
role of peace journalism, which according to him, is absent in connection to the war in Ukraine
(ibid). However, he does not support his claim with data/reasoning. This article lacks
(empirical) reasoning and is mentioned here only to highlight the literature gap and the fact
that this conflict is understudied.

Contrary to the article presented above, in another study by Brusylovska & Maksymenko
(two scholars from Ukraine) published in September 2022, the authors only analyze the
discourse of Russian in the media and its influence on the media in both Russia and Ukraine.
Brusylovska & Maksymenko’s (2022) ‘s article “starts by arguing whether there is a place for
critical thinking in Russian mass media” (p.222). The article identifies and describes Russia’s
key narratives as they are represented in Russian media in connection to the “special operation”
in Ukraine in 2022 (ibid). According to the findings of this article, the foremost narratives by
the Kremlin focus on “special operation” (p.222-223). By analyzing four Russian newspapers
and online portals, the article concludes that Russian media widely spread Russian officials’
rhetoric, and this should be seen as a tool to reformat the regional identity of both Ukrainians
and Russians. The authors suggest that the media mirror the Russian officials’ rhetoric, shifting
from “Ukraine loses the war to Russia is at war with the West to save Ukrainians and to protect
Russia, its identity, and even its civilization” (ibid).

2-4 A literature review of the studies on the Farsi-language media ecosystem
This section will provide an intensive review of the available literature about Farsi-language
media. Because in many of its important aspects and dimensions, this media ecosystem is
understudied, here some available samples of the general pool of studies about this media
ecosystem will be presented.

To begin with, since BBC Persian is one of the media whose coverage will be investigated in
this research, here some of the studies on BBC Persian are presented and discussed.

BBC launched its multifaceted Farsi-language TV in January 2009 in order to address the
100 million Farsi-speaking population spread across Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and around
the globe (M. Shahrani, 2014:335). Some studies have been conducted on BBC Persian and
previous services such as BBC Persian Service. The latter refers chiefly to BBC Persian Radio,
while the former is mostly used for the period of 2009 onward when BBC TV launched in
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Farsi. In the following sections, a few studies that are conducted on the subject of (coverage
of) BBC Persian (Service) is provided.

In their study on BBC Persian Service, Sreberny & Torfeh (2014) focused on five key
historical periods in Iran from 1948 to 2012 and the way BBC Persian Service (BBCPS) (i.e.,
BBC Radio and later Radio and TV) covered these historical periods. They undertook an
analysis of content, archival research, and interview research. The authors argue that BBC
Persian Service appeared to embed British values in their content framing to some extent.
However, they argue that this is far from claiming that BBC Persian Service has acted as a
mouthpiece of the British government.

In a relatively similar study (in the sense of the aims of the research), Ganjian & Zanuddin
(2019) investigated the role that BBCPS played in Iran's internal politics, both before and after
the revolution. The study does not analyze the content and programs that BBCPS produced and
relies on other secondary data and chiefly political and historical accounts on BBC. In other
words, it is more about what others (including scholars) stated about BBC's policies regarding
Iran's internal affairs and politics. Based on such a methodology which lacks primary and
empirical evidence on the actual practice and coverage of BBCPS, the authors argue that
BBCPS assisted "Ayatollah Khomeini while in exile™ and broadcasted "his speeches against
Shah's regime" (p.63). BBCPS, they argue, assisted "Iranian people during the presidential
election protests in 2009". Ganjian & Zanuddin (2019) conclude that their study "confirms the
significant role that this media plays in Iran's politics and, more particularly, the role that it has
been playing in Britain's diplomacy (p.78). They add that "BBCPS acts as a tool of British
interest and integral part of British policy-making in Iran” (ibid).

One study (Ahmadi et al., 2021), written and published in Farsi, focused on a relatively
recent issue. It has investigated the Coverage of the Islamic Republic of Iran News Network
(IRINN) and BBC Persian concerning the Covid-19 outbreak. The authors aimed to "address
the strategies of news media in the face of this global crisis" (p.135). While employing the
theoretical framework of agenda-setting and framing and utilizing the method of quantitative
content analysis, the findings of their study IRINN has utilized four strategies: demanding a
better public health service regarding the pandemic, attempting to cool down psychological
stress in the society, launching information campaign concerning the pandemic, and paying
attention to health communication during the initial confrontation with the pandemic (p.158).
On the other hand, BBC Persian covered the Coronavirus outbreak in Iran while adopting
different frames. According to the authors, BBC took an "ambiguous "and "public distrust
"approach to the sovereignty of the Islamic Republic of Iran" (ibid). The authors sometimes
place un-documented claims about BBC. For instance, in their conclusion, they state that BBC
Persian network, in the news coverage of the spread of the coronavirus in Iran, has had a
“political orientation” aiming to build public "distrust” toward the government (Islamic
Republic system) (ibid, p.158). Although the authors have only analyzed BBC news and
reporting, they go further and judge the intentions and aims behind such reporting without
providing any contextual discussion. Such a conclusion by authors is neither in the scope of
their research nor is it proven scientifically in their study.

In a relatively similar study that is written/published in Farsi, Houshyar & Mehdizadeh
(2020) investigated and compared the news coverage of BBC Persian and the Islamic Republic
of Iran News Agency (IRNA) with a focus on their coverage of the uprisings in Arab countries
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from December 2010 to May 2011. This quantitative study employs theories such as framing,
media imperialism of news, discourse, image making, and ideology (p.125) while utilizing the
discourse exploration method. Their study findings show that these two agencies "have tangible
differences in their texts via lexical items, polarization, citations, persons, and institutions"
(ibid). They argue that BBC Persian has employed a framework for peace-making while using
"Islamophobia™ frames. They also argue that BBC Persian has combated "Islamic awakening"
(ibid. p.161). The authors assert that, as the second dominant frame in its coverage, BBC
Persian has used "lranphobia” and "Shiaphobia™ (ibid). On the other hand, regarding the
coverage of IRNA, the authors put forth other points. They state that IRNA is a news agency
that is the official media voice of the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) (ibid, p.162). And IRl is a
state, according to them, that is constructed based on pivotal principles such as "Islamism,
belief in the freedom and equality of human beings, and promoting and exporting the Islamic
revolution” (ibid). Therefore, they argue that IRNA has attempted to cover the uprisings in
Arab countries with an emphasis on "consolidating” the uprisings, "anti-West" frames, and
"Islamic awakening" (ibid).

Another study on BBC Persian (Nosrati Kharazmi & Mohammadi, 2020) suggests that BBC
Persian has been "more™ successful in "projecting a fair image of itself" (ibid, p.24). The
authors argue that Western media, including Farsi-language ones, among them BBC Persian -
by employing news techniques, take Iranian domestic and internal issues as "an opportunity to
advance the Western political agenda against Iran” (ibid, p.23).

To summarize, while exploring available literature relevant to the scope of the current research,
it appeared that no study had been conducted on Farsi-language (news) media concerning
war/conflict coverage generally, particularly regarding PJ/WJ. No study on Iran International
about whatsoever subject was identified. Therefore, it was attempted to provide an intensive
account of the literature review of those available studies that pertain to Farsi-language media
(whether inside or outside, whether state or non-state ones, whether TV or website news outlet).

2-5 The implications of the literature review

In this chapter, an intensive review of the available literature in connection to PJ/WJ was
conducted. Various studies on conflict reporting by media workers from different journalistic
cultures across the globe were presented. Furthermore, some studies were mentioned regarding
the 2014 and 2022 conflict in Ukraine and their connection to PJ/WJ studies. This review,
among other results, proves the claim that only a small share of journalistic practice fulfills
peace frame criteria (as was raised by, e.g., Lichtenstein et al., 2019:69 as well).

This literature review has several implications for current research. As it was seen for instance,
Lee & Maslog's (2005) findings show a positive correlation between the size of the story and
PJ. Thus, while conducting the sampling for the current study, it will be attempted to select
longer stories if there is more than one article per day by each media under study. Doing so
would give a greater chance to trace the high number of indicators in an individual story. Lee
& Maslog's (2005) study can inform other aspects of this study, among them utilizing their
coding schema that involves 26 indicators which, among all studies reviewed, has the most
comprehensive set of indicators. Also, this study shows that the type of story (feature, opinion
piece, or news story) does not affect PJ. Therefore, among various stories that are published in
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one certain day, only the criterion of the size should be considered and not the type of the story.
Another implication of the review is that, although I will qualitatively analyze the content of
conflict coverage of two news media, it is still reasonable and fruitful for the study to perform
quantification on the qualitative research. As mentioned, many studies used quantitative
analysis. Yet, my qualitative approach is still proper, as many researchers employ it in the field
of PJ/WJ. But, still, adding quantification to the process produces more precise results. A
bigger number of concrete indicators significantly decrease the researcher's interpretation
during the coding. This will be elaborated on in the Methodology chapter. One more
implication of the review is that instead of the research question of how these media covered
the conflict regarding PJ/WJ, it could be modified to a more precise one: "to what extent™ they
do so. This will fit better with the quantification of the method and provides an avenue for more
accurate coverage measurement.

Yet, the most important implication of this review pertains to the scope of this research. As
demonstrated, it seems that the subject of PJ/WJ in the case of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine is
understudied. Also, the exploration of this subject from previous literature and across a broad
period shows that while there is a plethora of studies on non-Farsi media (from all over the
globe), a small number of studies focused on Farsi-language media, particularly in connection
to PJ/WJ. Also, it was found that one of the media under study, Iran International is totally
understudied. The current study attempts to fill this literature gap and remedy this deficiency.

Chapter 3: Background

This chapter attempts to depict the context in which the 2022 conflict in Ukraine is formed.
First, the chapter discusses some constituting elements of a bigger conflict over decades, its
parties, its problems/roots, and its development (from 2014 to 2024). In doing so, it will be
attempted to make the 2022 conflict more understandable. Notably, this chapter does not aim
to provide a list of all actors but tries to understand whether this is a two-party or multi-party
conflict and also puts forth some of the main roots of the conflict. In the second part of the
chapter, an intensive account of the Farsi-language media, particularly the two media under
study (Iran International and BBC Persian), is provided.

The 2022 war in Ukraine, which broke out after Russia's military invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, is one of the bloodiest wars after the second world war in Europe (Masters,
2023). Putin called this invasion a "special military operation” (Armed Conflict Survey,
2022:107). He justified this act by claiming that Russia had no choice but to undertake this
"special operation™ for the security of Russia because of the NATO threat (Aljazeera, 2022).
Putin, in his speech on this issue on February 24, 2022, while addressing Russians, Ukrainians,
and the armies of the two countries, stated that "I am referring to the expansion of NATO to
the east, moving its military infrastructure closer to Russian borders" (ibid). Claiming that
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Ukraine has developed into a "neo-Nazi" state by which the people of the East are endangered,
Putin justified the operation as a defense of the people of the two Eastern republics in Ukraine,
Donetsk People's Republic and Luhansk People's Republic (collectively known as Donbas
region) (ibid). Putin claimed that the operation accords with Article 51 of Part 7 of the UN
Charter (ibid). However, a resolution issued by the UN general assembly on March 2, 2022,
demanded an end to the Russian "offensive in Ukraine” (UN News, 2022).

This account avoids taking any side in how to call this military action. Therefore, it will be
attempted to chiefly stick to the broader term of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine. The 2022 conflict,
which turned into an armed conflict (or war), has its roots in a bigger conflict across a period
long before 2022. By selecting the term "2022 conflict,” this account additionally
acknowledges the underlying roots of the outbreak of the war in 2022 and the dynamics of the
conflict instead of only recognizing the escalated phase and the tangible side of the conflict
(i.e., the war/invasion).

As others mentioned, this invasion on February 24, 2022, was neither a result of a recent change
in Putin's personality or thinking (Shigeki, 2022:19) nor is it rooted in Putin's individual and
psychological traits (Hanappi, 2022:116). It is rather a result of diverse causes rooted in the
early 2000s (Shigeki, 2022:19) and particularly from 2014 onward. Some accounts argue that
"getting rid" of Putin will not change the way things are in Russia, given the "Russian
ecosystem™ (Surin, 2022), a complex ecosystem encompassing the bureaucracy, security
forces, oligarchy, cultural organizations, media, the orthodox church and so forth (ibid).

Snider (2023) argues that in the 2022 war in Ukraine, there are four international wars,
though they are being fought in the shadow of a single war. He argues that the first war is
fought within Ukraine and between the East and Kyiv. The second war is between Ukraine and
Russia; the third is the proxy war between NATO and Russia, and the fourth is a direct war
between the US and Russia (ibid). Issues such as Ukraine's ties with NATO and its relationship
with the US, the EU, and the West have been frequently debated in connection to the conflict
in Ukraine. The following sections will mention some key aspects of such relationships to see
to what extent these actors have been involved in the conflict.

3-2 The conflict in the period between 2014 and 2022

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the interim government of Ukraine embraced
reforms to facilitate more integration of Ukraine into the West (Welt, 2019:156). These reforms
increased tensions between Ukraine and Russia and eventually resulted in the annexation of
Crimea to Russia in 2014 (ibid).

When the former president of Ukraine, Yanukovych, was in power, some disputes between
Ukraine and Russia were partially resolved by a shift from the West to Russia (BBC, 2014).
He postponed closer economic and political ties with the EU (ibid) and instead agreed to
receive substantial financial assistance from Russia (Welt, 2019). This was when the
Euromaidan protests started resulting in the removal of Yanukovych from power (ibid). "Under
EU pressure,” Yanukovych "signed a deal to transfer the power to parliament” (BBC, 2014).

While Western, Ukrainian, and US sources call the 2014 events a revolution of dignity
(e.g., Welt:2019:156), Russian government officials call this a coup that could, among other
issues, threaten the security of the ethnic Russian minority in Crimea and also result in
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Ukraine's NATO membership (ibid, p.169). Yanukovych fled to Russia, and Russian forces
were deployed to the Crimea region. Consequently, a referendum was held in March 2014, and
Crimea was declared to be annexed to the Russian Federation (Warsaw Institute, 2018). While
some accounts (e.g., Safranchuk, 2022) call this annexation a result of a pro-Russia popular
movement, others, including the Ukraine government and Western governments, including the
US and the UK, call this an illegal act conducted by Russia (see, e.g., UK Government, 2021).
3-2-1 The Conflict between East and Kyiv

According to Sanders & Tuck (2020), Putin has used the secessionist movement in the East of
Ukraine "as leverage to force" Kyiv to abandon more ties to the West (p.27). This support has
continued ever since. As a consequence of the 2014 conflict, other regions in the Eastern part
of Ukraine, such as Odesa and Kharkiv, faced disputes, mostly due to the population's leaning
toward Russia. The movements in these areas were reportedly suppressed by Ukrainian forces
(Safranchuk, 2022:1), which resulted in regenerating the conflict, including war with Kyiv. In
order to stop the war, two Minsk accords were concluded, one in September 2014 and one in
February 2015 (Sanders & Tuck, 2020), which provided a de facto status to this region, and the
local forces declared two People's Republics. Kyiv did not recognize these republics. However,
in line with these agreements, Kyiv granted a special status within Ukraine in certain areas of
Donbas. Various Ukrainian presidents had different stances regarding these agreements.
Volodymyr Zelensky denied these agreements when he took office (Norton, 2023). In 2022,
Russian officials claimed that Zelensky's government was preparing to attack these regions to
re-integrate them into Ukraine while they were, under Minsk agreements, enjoying a de facto
self-determination (Safranchuk, 2022:1).

There are other roots to this internal conflict. Most of the population in Ukraine can speak
Russian (as a primary or secondary language) (Ivanova, 2022). It is estimated that 15%-20%
of the Ukraine population is identified as ethnic Russians, chiefly living in the East and South
(Crimea), where there is a stronger tie to Russia than in the rest of Ukraine (Seiffert, 2014).
There were, however, periodic political tensions around these cultural/societal aspects, e.g.,
tensions around the coexistence of the Russian and Ukrainian languages (Armed Conflict
Survey, 2022:110). Moreover, economic conflicts affect the regeneration of the conflicts as
well. In Soviet times, eastern Ukraine gradually became an important site of heavy industrial
sectors (including defense-related manufacturing). This region and its industries continued to
retain strong economic ties with Russia even after Ukraine gained its independence (Seiffert,
2014). However, there have always been economic tensions and contradictions around the
distribution of wealth by the Kyiv government and the industrial Donbas region (Armed
Conflict Survey, 2022:110). For instance, in 2017, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko
banned the movement of goods to and from the Donbas region, and for instance, Ukraine has
not bought coal from the East since then (UNIAN, 2018).

The tensions, as mentioned, escalated, for instance, in 2014, though not all accounts agree
on how to interpret it. As shown, the Euromaidan events in 2014 were called by some a
revolution and by others, including pro-Russian sources (see Sanders & Tuck, 2020), a coup.
The tensions between Kyiv and Eastern Ukraine were never resolved. The war lasted until 2022
(Sanders & Tuck, 2020), though it was not always of the same magnitude.
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The next question would be why Putin mentioned the issue of NATO as one of the reasons for
Russia's military action in 2022. What do we know about NATO, Ukraine, and Russia? In the
following section, some points will be provided to see whether NATO has a role as an actor in
the 2022 conflict.

3-2-2 The role of NATO in this conflict

Regardless of one's stance regarding NATO, be it pro or anti-NATO, one can still examine the
impact of NATO on the 2022 conflict in Ukraine. According to a "Congressional Research
Service publication ... prepared for Members and Committees of Congress [of the US]", the
NATO-Ukraine relationship has always been a close one (Welt, 2019:215). In 1994, shortly
after the fall of the Soviet Union, the first country to establish a partnership with NATO was
Ukraine (ibid). This excludes the Baltic states. In 1997 a NATO-Ukraine commission was
established to foster their cooperation. Under the (so-called pro-Russian) government of
Yanukovych, even though he rejected the aspiration of NATO membership, he invited NATO
to launch a program for Defense Education Enhancement (ibid). NATO enlargement continued
fast. Estonia, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Romania, and Slovenia joined NATO in
2004 (Hanappi, 2022:119-120). In 2008 Russia opposed granting membership to Ukraine and
Georgia, claiming that this would pose a "direct threat to its security and endanger the fragile
balance of forces in Europe™ (Reuters, 2008). In 2009, Albania and Croatia, and in 2017,
Montenegro joined NATO (Hanappi, 2022:119-120). In 2017, Ukraine voted to prioritize
cooperating with NATO as a pivotal orientation in its foreign policy (Welt, 2019). From the
perspective of the West, this could serve the security of Europe, while from Russia's
perspective, this was a threat to its security.

Some accounts (e.g., Safranchuk, 2022) argue that the crisis between Russia and Ukraine
is very much rooted in the enlargement of NATO. All Russian governments, even those pro-
West ones in the 1990s, opposed the expansion of NATO. Soviet Union's Mikhail Gorbachev
agreed to the reunification of West and East Germany only once he received signs of assurance
about the non-enlargement of NATO and the security of the Soviet Union (Safranchuk, 2022).
Nonetheless, NATO started to expand its territory in the 1990s and 2000s (Hanappi, 2022) and
moved its military facilities and infrastructures close to Russian borders. According to
Safranchuk (2022), Russia looked for a positive relationship with the West and thus did not
reject NATO's expansion. This seemed to be Russia's policy until the 2000s when Western
politicians targeted Georgia and Ukraine as new members of NATO, which was warned by
Russia since it was way beyond Russia's red lines, but the West instead claimed "the freedom
of any state to choose allies” (ibid).

On December 15, 2021, Russia undertook a diplomatic step and issued a draft document
called "legal security guarantees from the United States and NATO," which addressed NATO,
demanding a clause to prevent further NATO expansion (Reevell, 2021). According to
Moscow, this agreement could guarantee European security (ibid). The West denied the
request; some called it "radical demands" (ibid). This, for Russia, meant that NATO was testing
its red line (Safranchuk, 2022). The issue of NATO has been a source of tension between Russia
and the West. Among both anti and pro-NATO camps, there are major differences in the
perspective from which they see NATO’s role in the conflict in Ukraine. But almost all agree
on one thing. And that is the fact that NATO has supported Ukraine in many ways, including
military training, logistic support, security, and (cyber) defense (see, e.g., Sanders & Tuck,
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2020:26). Some see this as a good act for the security of Ukraine, and some a threat. Finally,
many accounts call the 2022 war in Ukraine a NATO-Russia war. However, their stances differ.
Susan Watkins (2022), in her debate essay, claims that this is "not a NATO war" but "a Russian
war against NATO," while some, e.g., Noam Chomsky, call it a NATO/US war against Russia
(see his interview on the website of Archyde, 2022). Regardless of the way one may call the
war in Ukraine (either the NATO war against Russia or the Russia war against NATO), it seems
that even opposite camps of positions agree that there is a war between NATO and Russia. This
should be taken into account while looking into the 2022 conflict in Ukraine.

Yet, some accounts argue that NATO cannot be considered a defensive organization but an
extension of the US power (c.f. Surin, 2022). Surin (2022), in his essay published in the journal
of China Media Research, while analyzing the 2022 war in Ukraine, asserts that Ukraine is "a
pawn caught between the US/NATO and Russia in the US's attempt to uphold a monopolar
global system.” Putin also, in his speech on February 22, 2022, on the justification of Russia's
"special military operation,"” referred to NATO expansion but added that the problem "is not
NATO itself." He claimed that NATO is "an instrument of US foreign policy” (Al-Jazeera,
2022). Whether to accept or reject this claim, one reasonable question would be to ask to what
extent the US has played a role in the dynamics of the conflict in Ukraine. This is a subject to
be intensively explained in the following section.

3-2-3 The role of the US and the UK in the conflict

For many years, Ukraine and the US have hosted joint military exercises in which NATO
partners and allies participated (U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 2019). According to the US
Department of Defense (2016), this military aimed to "build combined capability and capacity
to ensure maritime regional security and foster stronger friendships among partnering nations."
US relations with Ukraine, according to the "Congressional Research Service publication,” has
been a deep and multifaceted one (Welt, 2019:195).

Disagreement between Russia and the West, and particularly the US, mounted in 2014 and
after the conflict in Ukraine. Since Ukraine's independence, and especially after the 2014
conflict between Ukraine and Russia, Ukraine has been a leading recipient of US foreign,
military/humanitarian aid in Europe and Eurasia. For instance, The US has provided substantial
military assistance to Ukraine (US Department of Defense, 2019) since 2018. The US provided
Ukraine with $1.5 billion in total as security/military assistance only from 2014 until June 2019
(ibid). From 2016 to 2019, $850 million was appropriated for intelligence/security assistance
to Ukraine, to be extended in 2020 by another $250 million (Oswald, 2019). According to US
Defense Department (2022), only from February to June 2022, an amount of US$ 4.6 bn was
paid by the US to Ukraine for defense assistance. Other NATO members, including the UK,
have also provided extensive military assistance to Ukraine (Armed Conflict Survey,
2022:112). In an interview, Jake Sullivan, US national security advisor, said that the 2022 war
in Ukraine is not just about defending Ukraine "but also an opportunity to deliver significant
blows to the stability of the Russian state™ (Scahill. 2022). Charles W. Freeman, former US
ambassador to Saudi Arabia, even posed a much clearer statement and said that the US will
continue to fight Russia "to the last Ukrainian” (Maté, 2022). Regardless of one's judgment on
the intention of such a war, it is clear that both sides (Russia and the US) see themselves in a
war against each other. Putin claims that the special military operation is a reaction to NATO
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which is a US instrument, and US officials state that this is a US war against Russia (apart from
being a war, according to them, for defending Ukraine).

Yet, as mentioned, it is not only NATO and the US that were involved in such huge-scale
military support for Ukraine but also the UK. The following section will shortly present some
key aspects of the involvement of the UK and the EU in this conflict.

As shortly mentioned, since 2014, the Ukrainian government made closer integration with
NATO and the EU as one of its top priorities (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, 2019).
On the other hand, the EU has always struggled to find common positions and consequently
relied mostly on the policies, initiatives, and orientation of individual member states and
external actors, such as NATO (Hartel, 2023:271). Therefore, the EU's policies toward Ukraine
have been shaped mainly by that of NATO. Hértel (2023) suggests that the EU's conflict
management regarding the conflict in Ukraine has remained partial (p.285) in favor of one side
of the conflict (i.e., Ukraine). The EU has supported Ukraine extensively and placed sanctions
against Russia (ibid). After February 2022, EU countries remained the second aid provider to
Ukraine. Between January 24, 2022, and July 1, 2022, the US, the EU, Germany, the UK,
Canada, and other countries have provided, respectively, 69%, 11%, 6%, 3%, 2%, and 9%
(others) of the humanitarian assistance that Ukraine received. And in the sense of Military
assistance, the US, the UK, Poland, Germany, and others provided respectively 65%, 10%, 5%,
4%, and 10% of the military aid to Ukraine (Antezza et al., 2022).

3-3 The role of China and Iran in the conflict

In this section, China and Iran’s role is addressed. These two actors have been claimed to be
on Moscow’s side — to be investigated. This is important to address since, so far, those actors
on Ukraine’s side have been mentioned. Also, since this study is investigating Farsi-language
media, it is crucial to know what role Iran is playing in this conflict.

Identifying China's role in the current conflict in Ukraine is not an easy task. This is yet
another complicated subject in the heart of a complex conflict. One year after the invasion of
Ukraine, in an opinion feature in The New York Times, Nicole Hong (2023) addresses the
meeting between Russian and Chinese officials and says that Western officials will be watching
to monitor the meeting and see "how far China may be willing to go to act as a mediator in the
conflict” (ibid). Chinese officials made a trip to Russia to act as a mediator for a peace
agreement (ibid). So far, China is presented as a party to mediate. On the other hand, China's
economic ties with Russia have raised attention. Whereas many Western countries have cut
many economic exchanges with Russia, China has increased its trade by 30%, and in 2022 its
overall trade with Russia hit a level of $190bn (BBC, 2023). Although China and Russia are
not committed to defending each other and therefore are not formal allies, they are close
strategic partners (Hong, 2023). Additionally, in February 2023, China rejected G-7's price cap
on oil (Webster, 2023), which according to West, is an important support for Moscow.
Nonetheless, the trade turnover between Russia and the EU did not decline but grew 2.3% in
2022 despite the sanctions from the EU on Russia (Huaxia, 2023). As a way of illustration, in
2022, France increased its import from and export to Russia by 25% (Russia Briefing, 2022).
Then the question is whether this increase in trade with Russia should be seen as supporting it
in the war with Ukraine (as it is argued for the China-Russia trade relationship). Whatever
answer one might give to this question, the question per see shows the complexity of the
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conflict. Both the EU and China have increased their trade exchange with Russia. If China is
supporting Russia, then one can conclude that the EU has done the same.

One more example of this complex situation is China's business in the hi-tech industry. US
officials claim that Chinese firms have provided "non-lethal” support to Russia (Webster,
2023). Maria Shagina, an expert in economic sanctions, explained to BBC (2023) that China
has not overtly supplied Russia with arms, but it "may be secretly” selling technologies that
"could" be used for military purposes (ibid). This moves the debate from pointing to China as
a direct actor to the question of whether China should be considered an indirect actor. There
are other points to be taken into account. If China is an indirect actor in the Conflict in Ukraine
due to allegedly selling technology to Russia that might be used for military purposes, then any
other country that does the same can be categorized as a supporter of Russia. For example, US-
made parts were used in Iran-made drones sold to Russia (Bertrand, 2023). And these drones
are used to kill Ukrainians. Should this be counted as a support of the US for Russia? Can this
be considered as an indirect involvement of the US in killing Ukrainians? Answering these
questions needs more effort and time and is not in the scope of the current study. But these
questions might shed light on the fact that one should not reduce the current conflict into a two-
party conflict between one guy and the other. Many actors are fueling this war. Surin (2022)
suggests that China's "rivalry with the US is primarily economic,” while "US-NATO/Russia
rivalry is primarily military and political.” However, there is an economic dimension to this
military and political competition (ibid). As mentioned, it is not easy to identify a direct and
explicit role for China as an actor who is directly and openly playing a role in this conflict in
the military/security dimensions of the conflict. This is quite contrary to the role of other actors,
such as the UK, the US, the EU, and Iran, on a short-term and smaller scale. The following
section will be allocated to Iran's involvement in the 2022 conflict in Ukraine.

Iran (The Islamic Republic) is playing a role in the current conflict in Ukraine. It has been
repeatedly claimed (for instance, by US security officials) that Iran is supplying arms to Russia
for the war in Ukraine (Wintour, 2022), including a large number of "cheap but effective"
drones and missiles (ibid). The EU foreign policy chief calls Iran to immediately halt its support
for Russia (Reuters, 2022). Russia denies using Iranian-made drones (Corcoran & Bake, 2022).
Ukrainian officials posted pictures of such drones that, according to them, were used by the
Russian military (Reynolds, 2022). In their opinion feature in Politico, Ward et al. (2022)
named why Iran supports Russia with arms. They argued that Russia and Iran are "isolated"
and under heavy sanctions, which is why they need to support each other. Iran is supporting
Russia, among other reasons, so Russia continues its support for Syria's Bashar Al-Asad. It also
does so because Iran gets money in exchange for arms, which will be injected into its
"sputtering” economy (ibid). Whereas the US, the UK, and EU countries are openly supporting
one side of the conflict (i.e., Ukraine) and announce it and even encourage each other to
increase the support, Iran's involvement (for instance, via selling drones to Russia) faced denial
by Iran and Russia. Additionally, while US/NATO/UK have been engaged in the conflict in
Ukraine, no strong case has been identified that shows Iran's engagement goes back to before
the 2022 invasion. Nonetheless, the issue of selling drones to Russia can suggest that Iran has
a hand in this conflict, regardless of its magnitude and age, in comparison to other major actors.
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3-4 An intensive account of the two leading Farsi-language media

Iran has the most significant Farsi-speaker population in the world. A majority of the 80 million
population of Iranians can understand and speak Farsi even though the mother tongue of many
of them is otherwise (e.g., Azeri/Turkish, Kurdish, Arabic, Balouchi, etc.). Other countries with
Farsi-language populations are Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Millions of Farsi speakers live
outside of Iran, including in Europe. Iran scored 177 among all countries in terms of the press
freedom index, and it "has reinforced its position as one of the world's most repressive countries
in terms of press freedom" (Reporters Without Borders, n.d). In the Farsi-language media, there
are some media owned or controlled by the Iranian government. There are others run outside
Iran by the Iranian diaspora, among them BBC Persian and Iran International. Millions of
Iranians are frustrated with state media that are hobbled by heavy censorship and instead watch
satellite channels that are broadcasted from outside, including the UK (Kamali Dehghan, 2018).

London, in light of such condition, "has become a hub of such exiled Iranian channels™ (ibid).
Among such channels are BBC Persian and Iran International. According to surveys conducted
among 27,000 Iranians (of which 90% lived in Inside Iran), Iran International and BBC Persian
are two popular and most watched/viewed news media among lIranians. According to this
survey which has a “95% credibility level and credibility intervals of 5%”, these two media
hold a share of 50% of daily viewership among Iranians (Gamaan, 2021), which is a big share
of the news media ecosystem. Neither state news media nor non-state ones outside of Iran can
compete with these news media in terms of viewership share. There is one TV (Manoto TV)
that holds a higher share of viewership than BBC Persian and holds the second place in
viewership share (after Iran International, which holds the first place), but it is mainly an
entertainment media that broadcasts some minutes of daily news as well. Therefore, Iran
International and BBC Persian together hold a monopoly in news work among the Farsi-
speaking population. One can suggest that Iran International and BBC Persian, both based in
the UK, represent the ecosystem of non-state news media among the Farsi-speaking population,
regardless of their orientation and practice and regardless of one's judgment about their
outcome. Since the current study focuses on the practice of these news media, the following
section provides a short presentation of these two media.

BBC Persian Service (BBCPS) had its Radio service for 83 years, and it was only in March
2023 that BBC stopped broadcasting its Radio in Persian (BBC, 2023). BBC launched its
multifaceted Farsi-language TV in January 2009 in order to address the 100 million Farsi-
speaking population spread across Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Central Asia, the Middle East,
and Europe (BBC Persian, n.d). BBC Persian broadcasts sixteen hours of daily programs (ibid).
BBC Persian states that it follows the principles of journalism: impartiality, neutrality, and
objectivity (ibid). BBC supports the journalistic work of its Persian service and asserts that "we
stand by all BBC Persian journalists and support their journalism™ (BBC, 2022). BBC has
repeatedly reported the harassment that the journalists in BBC Persian and their family
members are facing from the Iranian government (BBC Persian, 2020). Two UN Special
Rapporteurs wrote in a joint statement that "[i]t seems that the Iranian authorities consider any
communication with the BBC a crime” (ibid). This was said when after the judicial action of
the Iranian authorities against about 150 current and former employees of the Farsi department,
the BBC filed a complaint with the United Nations on October 25, 2017 (ibid).
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Iran International launched its programs in May 2017 and is based in London. It provides news
and current affairs around the clock (24/7) (Iran International, n.d). Iranian official authorities
repeatedly accused Iran International of a media that fuels political conflicts in Iran and asked
the UK media regulator (Ofcom) to act and shut down Iran International (Iran International,
2022). The head of the Revolutionary Guard Corps warned Iran International journalists that
"we are coming for you" (ibid). Although Iran International is quite young in the Farsi-
language (news) media, and it was only in 2017 that it launched its programs, it is now
on top of the list in the sense of popularity. It holds a share of the daily viewership of
33%, while BBC holds 17% of the daily viewership among Iranians (Gamaan, 2021).
Nonetheless, these two hold the biggest share of daily viewership among all other non-
state Farsi-language news media.

Iran International and BBC Persian (with respectively 24- and 16-hour daily news
programs) have covered the 2022 conflict in Ukraine, among other issues. Due to their
large audience share, it is vital to study the reporting of these leading news media if one
intends to study PJ/WJ in the Farsi-language media ecosystem.

Chapter 4: Theoretical and Conceptual Framework

This chapter presents and discusses the theoretical and conceptual framework that will be
employed in this research. Two main strands of theories that are employed are explained in this
chapter. First, framing theory will be intensively presented. Then, the main theories/concepts
in the field of PJ and WJ (studies) are presented and discussed. As for the latter and aiming to
contribute to and modify the existing scholarship in the field of PJ/WJ studies, | suggest a new
concept while drawing upon a normative debate. The chapter also introduces indicators for
identifying traits/frames of PJ and WJ in any given news item.

4-1 Framing theory

In (mainstream) media discourse, framing determines which aspects of a news story are
meaningful and salient and thus worthy of being promoted as a valid version of reality (Entman,
1993; Vliegenthart & van Zoonen, 2011). The frame is the way by which the media present the
information, and this way will inform the way audiences process and perceive that information.
Thus, frames organize the meaning of the received message (Asemah & Edegoh, 2012).
Another typical characteristic of framing is that it attempts to make people think in the same
way and from the same perspective the journalists think (Van Gorp, 2005:485). Thus, news
workers play the role of the constructor of social reality for people/audiences by framing
(Giiran & Ozarslan, 2022:447). News workers, while applying frames that emphasize some
aspects of reality, by selecting these aspects, effectively suppress other aspects and therefore
define the reality (ibid).
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Entman (2007) defines framing as " the process of culling a few elements of perceived reality
and assembling a narrative that highlights connections among them to promote a particular
interpretation™ (p.164). Audience members' preferences and interpretations are shaped and
altered through priming, which is employed by framing (Entman, 2007:164). Frames raise and
introduce the salience or apparent importance of particular ideas (Entman, 1993) And activate
schemas that encourage audiences. By so doing, frames make the target audiences feel, think,
and decide in a particular way (cf., Gross & D'Ambrosio, 2004; lyengar & Simon, 1993; Kim
et al., 2002; Price et al., 1997).

In this study, two specific categories of diagnostic and prognostic frames (Snow & Benford,
1988) are used, among other reasons, to "identify problems” or “propose solutions to
international situations™ (Shayesteh & Seo, 2022:55). These two frame categories are relevant
to the scope of this research. Seeing a conflict, such as the one in Ukraine, as a problem and
pointing to its consequences can be identified in news stories using a diagnostic frame, and
posing a solution to this conflict in the news can be identified using a prognostic frame. A
diagnostic frame, according to Snow and Benford (1988), is related to "a diagnosis of some
event or aspect of social life as problematic and in need of alteration™ (p.199). In the case of
the conflict in Ukraine, for example, a diagnostic frame might emphasize and highlight how
the war caused casualties, victimized citizens, or escalated the older conflict between parties.
This seems to be more in line with WJ or perhaps SWJ. This will be examined. The prognostic
frame, on the other hand, highlights and emphasizes "a proposed solution to the diagnosed
problem that specifies what needs to be done™ (ibid) and "foregrounds strategies for addressing
a problem” (Shayesteh & Seo, 2022:95). In this research such frames can include proposing or
pointing to solutions to end the war or transform the conflict in Ukraine.

4-2 PJ & WJ

The media's reporting on conflicts has been substantially discussed in academic debates. One
could begin with the general expectations from the media, their responsibilities, roles, and
functions. To begin with, media are considered the Fourth Estate in a democracy, a force "to
rein" the politicians' abuse of power, a venue to expose corruption, ensure the flow of
information, and inform those in power about the opinion of the public (Devere & Wilson,
2013:133). However, some scholars argue that, in practice, the media themselves act as
"political players” to influence the public's opinion (ibid). Other scholars also assert that in
times of conflict, the media mirror their government's perspective (Roman et al., 2017) instead
of reflecting the public's opinion. Particularly, in the case of covering conflicts, media are more
and more giving special attention to conflict as a "news value," and war reporting is becoming
"sexy" (Lee & Maslog, 2005:311) and a product to be sold and consumed better. As an
example, in the case of the Kosovo war, CNN followed NATO's lead and acted as a "de facto
public-information partner” to NATO (Rizanaj, 2018:79). In a BBC report, Jamie Shea, NATO
spokesperson, compared the bombings with "the sound of angels™ (Pilger, 2000:126).

The media has elsewhere been described as "weapons™ targeting the mind of the audiences,
and these minds are depicted as "battlefields” (Szostek, 2018:116-117) attacked by the media.
Beyond this metaphoric referral to the media, it is claimed that media are subject to massive
propaganda from actors that are involved in a conflict (Hoijer et al., 2002:4). Other accounts
consider media as "key weapons" in a conflict situation or any war (Goretti, 2007:3). Moreover,
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some scholars argue the media themselves are an element of conflicts (Blagojevi¢, 2005:166)
and a "key player" in the conflict (Rizanaj, 2018).

As mentioned, on the one hand, the media's ideal role as a chief pillar in a democratic society
is to stop and prevent the abuse of power, ensure the flow of information, and reflect the public's
opinion. On the other hand, and as discussed, in practice and specifically concerning reporting
conflicts, media mostly take part in conflicts and become a part of the war propaganda machine.
These two, the ideal role and their actual practice, seem to be incompatible in some ways.
NohrStedt (2009) argues that the media's power of influence can make journalists either a "fifth
column” or a "fourth branch of service" (p.96). Yet, there might be journalistic practices that
fall in between these two opposite poles. This will be elaborated on later in this chapter.

Moreover, it has been well-documented that the media's coverage of conflicts is
disproportionately violent, portrays a win-lose binary, lacks a diversity of views and context
(Shaw et al., 2011:81), and fails to address the roots of the conflict, let alone provides any
solution. This type of coverage of conflicts is labeled as WJ (war journalism). Wi is, to a large
extent, profit-driven and consumerist. It additionally raises serious questions on the "ethos of
objectivity” in media and journalism (ibid). Perhaps, it could be fruitful to explain WJ by
explaining its differences with other opposite approaches in conflict reporting.

Contrary to the WJ approach is PJ (peace journalism). It is considered an alternative and a
response to WJ and a "counter-hegemonic paradigm™ (Shaw et al. 2011:81). Shinar (2007:2)
explains that PJ is conceived as a "fairer" approach to cover conflicts, compared to WJ. It
suggests professional attitudes, strengthen moral, human, and ethical values in media practices,
and, more importantly, provides better public service by the media (ibid). PJ is a new approach
to the ordinary approach that the average media follows. It seeks diverse perspectives and
accounts to challenge the existing elite-oriented conflict coverage. Furthermore, it seeks and
promotes peace as a primary value (Shaw et al., 2011:81). By this alternative approach (i.e.,
PJ), journalists should play an active role in favor of the interests of society (Ersoy & Miller,
2020, cited in Ersoy & Iseri, 2023:7). According to Shinar (2007), PJ aims to contribute to
peacemaking, peacekeeping and also a change in the attitudes of professionals, media owners,
advertisers, and audiences as well, toward war and peace (p.2). Moreover, journalists who
follow the PJ approach cover conflict as a problem that needs to be solved in their reporting
(Ersoy & Iseri, 2023:7). Nonetheless, there are scholars who criticize the PJ/WJ model. For
instance, Hanitzsch (2007) asserts that this model “tends to highlight the exceptional,
spectacular and negative of war coverage” and “ignores the many structural constraints that
shape and limit the work of journalists.” Among these constraints are time and material
resources, few personnel, textual constraints, editorial procedures, hierarchies, and so on (ibid).
Addressing other critiques of this model would be beyond the scope of this research.

Galtung (1986) compared the two approaches and argued that WJ is dominant in the media.
In W, conflict is seen " as a battle and the battle as sports arena and gladiator circus" (Galtung,
2017). In WJ, the parties to the conflict are usually reduced to two sides who struggle to impose
their interests and goals. The reporting model on conflicts is that of military command and
seeks and reports who advances, which party capitulates short of its goals, losses are seen and
counted in terms of the number of people killed/wounded, and material damages. Knightley
(2000) argues that WJ " is characterized by identification with one side or with the home side
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of the war" and uses triumphalist military language (cited in Lee & Maslog, 2005:311). WJ is
action-oriented and employs a superficial narrative with a little background, context, or
historical perspective (ibid, p.311). The zero-sum perspective in WJ echoes sports reporting,
where winning is the only desired thing. Negotiations are seen as verbal battles too.

On the contrary, as an alternative to WJ, Galtung suggests that PJ would focus on conflict
transformation (Galtung, 2017). Whereas in this perspective, conflicts are seen as a challenge
to our world, there is a clear opportunity and capacity in them for human progress. In the PJ
approach, conflicts are considered as venues to find new ways and attempt to creatively
transform the conflict. By so doing, Galtung suggests, the opportunities within a conflict take
the upper hand without sticking to or following violence-oriented approaches (ibid).

Within decades after PJ was introduced, it drew other scholars' attention. Various studies
were conducted in this field. Tehranian asserted that journalists have to take into consideration
"whether their work will be part of the problem or part of the solution" (cited in Ciftcioglu,
2017:16), and McGoldrick & Lynch (2000:5) described PJ as an approach in reporting that
"uses conflict analysis and transformation to update the concept of balance, fairness, and
accuracy in reporting™ (cited in Cozma, 2015:436). Journalists who employ the PJ approach
understand the historical and cultural roots of the conflict, give voice to all parties to it, and try
to create understanding and empathy (ibid). Whereas WJ is elite-oriented, PJ is people-oriented
(Lynch, 2007:7). PJ attempts to depolarize by showing black and white of all actors/sides and
trying to deescalate the conflict by highlighting peace and conflict resolution, as much as it
depicts the violence (Ersoy & Iseri, 2023:7). Therefore, according to Galtung (1998, 2006),
journalists who follow the PJ approach (peace journalists), do not report only on salient
events/stages of conflicts (e.g., violence) but through all stages. This includes the actual violent
incidents and also the structural and cultural aspects that produce and reproduce them (cited in
Hussain & Lynch, 2019:706). PJ approach also focuses on media influence, rather than merely
on the presence of professional news media outlets, and thus the media can become facilitators
of positive change toward conflict resolution rather than being mere disinterested professionals
and observers/reporters (Howard, 2002:4 cited in Goretti, 2007:3). The next subject to be
addressed is to provide more concrete classifications of PJ/WJ traits.

4-2-1 Categorizing the traits of PJ/WJ
What was presented so far addressed the theoretical presentation of a diverse range of
characteristics of WJ/PJ that were put forth by different accounts in this field. Here, in this
section, a clear categorization of constituting traits/elements of PJ/WJ is presented.

One classification upon which there seems to exist a consensus among scholars in the
field of PJ/WJ and is frequently referred to is that of Johan Galtung. Many accounts (e.g.,
Jehangir, 2023; Lee & Maslog, 2005) refer to the Galtung classification. This classification
explains four sets of PJ's main traits: peace/people/truth/solution. And this type of journalism
should be easy for a “broader population to comprehend” (Jehangir, 2023:4). In developing his
first model of WJ/PJ, Galtung divided conflict reporting into four classifications of coverage,
which was modified in his later works (c.f., Galtung, 1986, Galtung, 2017) as such:
peace/conflict-oriented vs. war/violence-oriented, truth-oriented vs. propaganda-oriented,
people-oriented vs. elite-oriented, and finally, solution-oriented vs. victory-oriented.
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Table 1 provides Galtung's classification and its subcategories, elaborates on the differences
between WJ and PJ approaches, and according to Galtung, is an "effort to fill both concepts

with operational content™ (Galtung, 2017).

PEACE/CONFLICT JOURNALISM

WAR/VIOLENCE JOURNALISM

I. PEACE/CONFLICT-ORIENTED
explore conflict formation, X parties, y goals, z
issues general "win,win" orientation

-0open space, open time; causes and outcomes
anywhere, also in history/culture --making conflicts
transparent -giving voice to all parties; empathy,
understanding, see conflict/war as problem, focus
on conflict creativity

-humanization of all sides-more so the worse the
weapons

-proactive: prevention before any
-violence/war occurs: focus on invisible effects of

violence (trauma and glory, damage to
structure/culture)

I. WAR/VIOLENCE-ORIENTED
focus on conflict arena, 2 parties, 1 goal (win),
war, general zero-sum orientation,

-closed space, closed time; causes and exits in
arena, who threw the first stone --making wars
opaque/secret -"us-them" journalism, propaganda,
voice, for "us", see "them" as the problem- focus
on who prevails in war

-dehumanization of "them"-more so the worse the
weapon

-reactive: waiting for violence before reporting

-focus only on visible effect of violence (killed,
wounded and material damage)

Il. TRUTH-ORIENTED
expose untruths on all sides- uncover all cover-ups

Il. PROPAGANDA-ORIENTED
expose "their" untruths-help "our" cover-ups/lies

I1l. PEOPLE-ORIENTED

focus on suffering all over; on women, aged,
children

-giving voice to the voiceless, give name to all evil-
doers-focus on people peace-makers

I11. ELITE-ORIENTED

focus on "our" suffering; on able-bodied elite
males, being their mouth-piece

-give name of their evil-doer-focus on elite
peacemakers

IV. SOLUTION-ORIENTED

peace = nonviolence + creativity

-highlight peace initiatives, also to prevent more
war -focus on structure, culture - the peaceful
society -aftermath: resolution, reconstruction,
reconciliation

IV. VICTORY-ORIENTED

peace = victory + cease-fire

-conceal peace-initiative, before victory is at hand
-focus on treaty, institution-the controlled society -
leaving for another war, return if the old flares up

Table 1., Differences between PJ and WJ, generated by and retrieved from Galtung (2017).

The proposed classification suggested by Galtung is still one of the most-referred models that
are used in this field. Nonetheless, there are still misinterpretations and misunderstandings
while employing such model(s). One of the major issues that occur while reporting conflict,
according to Galtung (2017), is that media more often confuse conflict with violence (Galtung,
2017). Based on the scholarship within peace and conflict studies, it should be underscored that
violence (including armed conflict and war) is only a certain phase in the dynamics of some
conflicts, a salient and tangible phase in which the conflict has turned to direct violence. Not
all conflicts necessarily involve war or direct violence. As mentioned, Galtung asserts that this
is a problematic understanding in journalistic works regarding conflict reporting. 1 would
suggest that this issue is not only the case among journalists but also among scholars in media
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and journalism studies. As an example, one can point to a study on WJ/PJ in Turkish Press
(Ersay, 2016), in which the author confused conflict with violence/war. That article provides
two sets of classifications as indicators for WJ and PJ. However, for the former, instead of
war/violence journalism, the author used the title of “conflict"-oriented frames once it points
to the elements of war/violence (see ibid). It should be clarified and underscored that the two
opposite approaches are peace/conflict on the one hand and war/violence journalism on the
other hand (see, e.g., Galtung, 2017).

As one of the suggestions of this study, it should be emphasized that PJ does not mean
neglecting the conflict, but understanding the conflict, taking it into account, making it
understandable and transparent for the audience, and attempting to provide a resolution to it.
Therefore, 1 would underscore and put emphasis on this significantly important point as PJ is
conflict-sensitive. That is why it is categorized/labeled as peace/conflict journalism (and only
summarized and coined as PJ). On the contrary, the opposite approach neglects the conflict, its
roots, some parts of the parties, and dynamics and only focuses on the salient moments/events,
including violence/war. Such a clarification on the differences between the two approaches
should explain why the two main categories are labeled as the peace/conflict category and, on
the opposite, the war/violence category.

4-2-2 How to practically measure these traits and identify PJ/WJ?

Most theoretical accounts on PJ fall short of providing concrete and practical measures to be
applied in analyzing conflict reporting and identifying PJ/WJ. They, instead, focus mainly on
mere normative debates. Even those accounts that provide more concrete categorizations
propose categories subject to normative debates and personal interpretation. For instance, it is
not easy to identify all subcategories provided in Table 1 in a given news item. "Making conflict
transparent,” "making war opaque,” "humanizations of all sides," "proactive" or "reactive"
(Galtung, 2017), and many other items can be easily interpreted differently by different people
and need to be translated into more concrete indicators/codes. For example, how should a
conflict be reported to make the conflict transparent? One's reporting can mention two parties
in a conflict, one or two problems between them, and then claim that such a report has made
the conflict transparent. This claim can be rejected by putting forth the demand that the report
should also have addressed the multi-party nature of the conflict, other underlying roots to the
conflict, and so forth. Another valid demand can be the presence of other important aspects of
the conflict in the report, including some points of the dynamics of the conflict and its
development before it escalated and possibly addressing its economic-political, social-cultural,
and historical roots. Therefore, by only demanding that the conflict should be made
"transparent,” we leave the room for a never-ending debate and yet normative discussion.
Therefore, we need to provide and stick to more concrete indicators and codes.

Most of the available literature is constituted of theoretical/normative discussions that
outline the benefit of following PJ and how it should be applied in reporting (e.g., Galtung,
1986, 1998; Lynch, 1998, 2003; McGoldrick & Lynch, 2000). For the purpose of this research,
| need to employ concrete indicators. Such indicators will be applied to conflict coverage and
to examine what elements of each two approaches of PJ/WJ exist in the story. Indicators should
be as lucid, concrete, and objective as possible to leave (as much as possible) no room for
interpretations. What indicators fulfill this criterion?
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As others emphasize, there is no universal standard for analyzing journalistic works, which
also applies to the PJ field (Aslam, 2011:119). Different scholars suggested and/or employed
different sets of classifications of constituting elements of PJ/WJ and different sets of
indicators, though many share parts of others' classifications and indicators.

One frequently referred classification is that of Lee & Maslog (2005), which has been
employed in many accounts (c.f., Devere & Wilson, 2013; Fahmy & Eakin, 2014). They
reconstructed Galtung's categories and provided thirteen indicators for each of war and peace
journalism (a total of 26) to analyze the news framing to see whether it accords with PJ or WJ
(ibid, p.139). They categorized their classification into two sets of themes: The approach and
the language that is used in the reporting. Then each theme contains various indicators/frames.
This set of indicators is elaborated on in the Methodology chapter, and a more detailed version
with a description is provided in Appendix 2.

Yet, there seems to be a flaw in these classifications suggested by Galtung and given more
concrete categorization of indicators by others (cf. Lee & Maslog, 2005). This flaw should be
tackled. This is elaborated on in the following section.

4-2-3 Suggesting a new concept.
As a result of my exploration of the existing scholarship in the field of PJ (studies), | argue that
it seems that there is a flaw in the understanding and assessment of conflict reporting in
connection to identifying it as either PJ or WJ. | argue that news stories do not necessarily fit
into either PJ or WJ categories. This is a dual model, while this subject is not binary. It is rather
a continuum, and there is a middle approach between the PJ and WJ. Consequently, based on
a normative discussion, | suggest a supplementary theoretical perspective to the subject and
propose a new concept by which the dual model of PJ versus WJ is transformed into a
multidimensional one. For so doing, methodologically speaking, | depart from the application
of this field (classification/indicators) to reach the theoretical debate and suggest a new concept
and, consequently, a new model. Then, | suggest a concrete method to translate this normative
suggestion into an applicable and identifiable concept.

As mentioned above, Lee & Maslog (2005) analyzed stories, and in every stance, a WJ or
PJ indicator was present, a score (of one) was given to the respective approach (either PJ or
WJ), and if that indicator was absent a score of zero was given. Then, based on the total score
given to the PJ approach (and separately to the WJ approach), the coder will classify the news
story as either WJ (if total scores for WJ exceed that of PJ), PJ (if total scores of PJ exceeds
that of WJ) or neutral (if total scores of WJ and PJ are equal) (p.313). | argue that neutrality in
covering conflicts means the absence of a conflict-sensitive approach, and this is still in the
strand of WJ, though not a salient, tangible, and active WJ. The whole idea and the logic of
peace/conflict journalism (see Galtung 2017) is about providing conflict analysis elements in
an understandable language for the audience — and among other things, not remaining neutral
or silent about the roots of the conflict. Importantly peace/conflict journalism is about the
journalists' attempt to suggest a solution to the conflict. Hence, being neutral toward these
crucial subjects means neglecting the approach of conflict (-analysis-oriented) journalism (i.e.,
PJ), which is against the very logic of PJ. And this means the news item lies on the side of WJ,
though not an active WJ that involves many more WJ indicators. Although this is not directly
and explicitly in line with an immediate practice of promoting and fueling the war, it is not yet
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in accordance with promoting peace and providing a solution. Peace (and conflict) journalism
is about not remaining silent about the underlying roots of the conflict, not reducing actors to
two persons or only two sides, addressing people as either source or actor and trying not to
neglect conflict transformation. It is not only one single score of total indicators more than the
total indicators of WJ. A journalistic work that neglects the dynamics of conflict and only
avoids the sharp language/approach of war/violence is not neutral, as some scholars call it. It
still is abandoning the significant tasks of the peace and conflict approach. Therefore, as a
theoretical contribution of this study, aiming to modify Galtung's dual conceptualization of
PJ/WJ and attempting to modify the categorization derived from this model (that categorizes
journalistic works as either WJ, PJ or neutral), | suggest a new concept. I call this concept semi-
war journalism (SWJ). | argue that this middle approach (SWJ) is neither PJ nor WJ. It is in
between. It does not fall in the field of the language/approach of an explicit and sharp/active
war but in that of a passive war (to be ignited sooner or later). My conceptualization of SWJ
dismisses the duality/binary nature of the model suggested by Galtung.

A made-up example can shed light on the subject. Here is a fictitious article:

In his speech addressing the nation, Mr. Putinsky said, "Our troops know this fact very well.
Our neighboring country, Beepland, overuses the mutual water resources. Therefore, it is in
our best interest and vital for our lives and for the next generations that our army continues
taking act until they stop this”. At a press conference the day after, Ms. Zelokov reacted to
Putinsky's speech and stated that “‘we are doing nothing but using the resources that historically
have always been ours. | have ordered our army to take any necessary measure to defend our
dear country, Beepland, and | ask Mr. Putinsky to stop these claims” (All names are made up).

As can be seen, this made-up story has no demonizing or dehumanizing language. The story
has covered both sides and took no side. This will be categorized as a neutral story by the
existing model and method. However, by the new three-dimensional model that includes SWJ
as well, this story will be categorized as SWJ. The reason is that in this story, the actors have
been reduced to persons. No solution is mentioned. It is zero-sum reporting, and both sides are
demanding their own interest. And no common ground for agreement is provided. For instance,
it could refer to "Mr. Naveed, the president of Keepland, has called for reconciliation between
the two presidents and suggested the formation of a mutual commission consisting of experts
from the two countries and Keepland to assess the issue and find a solution” (made-up names).
Putinsky and Zelokov might not accept this solution, but the report has covered a type of
solution and also does not fuel the conflict. This SWJ can become a PJ if other conflict-sensitive
traits are embedded in it.

As mentioned, SWJ does not reflect the sharp/explicit war journalism framing, but still, it
is not a sharp PJ. SWJ represents masked and passive war/violence journalism. Under the skin
of the SWJ approach, WJ is embedded, though not an explicit one. | suggest that SWJ is a
masked WJ. Incorporating some traits of conflict-sensitive reporting (PJ) in a journalistic work
can undo the mask, take a meaningful distance from WJ and make that journalistic work a PJ.
4-2-4 How to measure and identify PJ/SWJ/WJ?

The following method can be applied to translate this theoretical debate (and the suggested
concept of SWJ) into a practical language and to make the elements of SWJ measurable. |
suggest that first, one should deduct the total scores for WJ from that of PJ. The result of this
deduction can define whether that story is PJ, WJ, or SWJ. If the deducted score is three or
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less, the story is aligned with SWJ. If the deducted score is four and more in favor of WJ, the
story is aligned with WJ, and if four and more in favor of PJ, then it is aligned with PJ.

This criterium is because a difference of three or fewer scores between PJ and WJ does not
make a meaningful and sharp distinction between the two approaches. It is instead in the strand
of SWAJ. I suggest that more than three scores in favor of PJ situate that reporting in the strand
of PJ and more than three in favor of WJ shows that the reporting is a WJ one. More than three
scores difference is the threshold. Others might modify this criterion, suggest either more
difference or less, or put forth content-based criteria for identifying SWJ. | propose a three-
point difference as the threshold based on a pilot study I conducted. It was seen that most of
the stories that are not sharply lean toward PJ or WJ involve around a three-score difference
between the total scores of WJ and PJ. This is a subject of further study, and I call for more in-
depth debates around this for future research.

Noteworthy is that there are 196 different possibilities for combinations of total scores of
WJ and PJ. There is no pure PJ or WJ, except one possibility of zero PJ indicator and one
possibility of zero WJ score, which makes only two possibilities out of 196, and results in a
98.9% possibility of reporting that are not pure WJ or PJ. In an article that is categorized as PJ,
there is at least one (and more) indicator(s) of WJ. And the same applies to WJ. In almost all
reporting, there are some traits of WJ and some of PJ. Thus, The contrast is not absolute, but
there is a continuum from the ideal PJ pole to the far extreme WJ pole. SWJ is placed in
between, and to identify it, one should use the indicators of the two poles of WJ and PJ. That
also applies to the other approach; for instance, for identifying PJ, one should identify both PJ
and WJ indicators in the article. SWJ is situated in between and acknowledges the nuances in
reporting in connection to a conflict-sensitive approach.

Figure 1. illustrates how scores in favor of each approach result in measuring and identifying
that approach. It also demonstrates the grey-colored strand of the suggested concept of SWJ.
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Figure 1. Visualization of a new concept, semi-war-journalism, and the method by which
PJ/WJ/SWJ can be measured.
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In this Figure, for example, number 4, in the horizontal axis, means that the total score (i) for
PJin an article is 4. Number 8, for example, in the vertical axis, means the total score (i) of 8
for WJ in the article. To explain the usage of the Figure, four spots are indicated in it as
examples. Spot 1 is where the total score of PJ is 12 while that of WJ is 5, which makes a
difference of 7 (more than 3), and this is a PJ article. Spot 2, 7 total points for PJ and 4 for WJ,
a difference of three thus SWJ. Spot 3 shows equal total scores for both, not neutral, but SWJ.
Spot 4, 6 total scores for PJ and 11 for WJ, a difference of 5 (more than 3); thus, this article is
WJ.

To sum up, framing theory was explained in the first part of the chapter. It was discussed that
the frame is how the media present the information, informing how audiences process and
perceive it. In the second part of the chapter, the (ideal) role of media/journalism was addressed,
and two opposite functions of journalism in reality/practice (i.e., PJ/WJ) were mentioned. To
modify this dual mode, I conceptualized and proposed a new concept of SWJ. Based on this
new concept and a three-dimensional model, it was then explained how one could identify
PJ/SWJ/WJ in a given conflict reporting.

Chapter 5: Methodology

5-1 Methodology

This empirical research seeks to contribute to journalism and media studies with a focus on
two leading Farsi-language news media. As an exploratory study, the research examines to
what extent these news media used PJ or WJ frames in their journalistic practice in the coverage
of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine. Hence the theories/concepts of PJ/WJ are the primary
theoretical framework to be applied to interpret the gathered data and drive the discussion. As
a theoretical suggestion of the current study, the new concept of SWJ (see the Theory chapter)
is also considered. Informed by this theoretical contribution which occurred in the current
research process, the main research question should be modified. Instead of analyzing the
articles regarding PJ/WJ, they should be analyzed regarding PJ/SWJ/WJ.

This research is generally deductive as it employs pre-provided theories. Only in the final
part of the Theory Chapter, an inductive approach is used, and based on the available theoretical
debates, a new concept (SWJ) is suggested. However, the research promptly turns again to a
deductive approach since it even deductively employs this new concept.

Moreover, as a supplementary theoretical framework, the framing theory will be employed
as it helps to understand better how journalists have framed their conflict reporting. Lee &
Maslog (2005) argue that framing theory theoretically supports PJ (p.313). Fahmy & Eakin
(2014:90) suggest that framing theory is a relevant theory for examining PJ/WJ because it
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"demonstrates how frames, and thus certain understandings, become embedded within media
coverage” (p.90). Lee & Maslog (2005) suggest that news/story framing is equal to the salience
of indicators of PJ/WJ. Such framings, according to them, illustrate "how the media tell us how
to think about something™ (emphasis by mentioned authors) (p.313). Many scholars (e.g., Lee
& Maslog, 2005; Fahmy & Eakin, 2014; Lichtenstein et al., 2019) use framing theory as a
theoretical framework to better examine PJ/WJ in news stories. However, along with
frames/indicators of PJ/WJ, framing theory will be additionally used to identify two categories
of framing in the news stories: diagnostic framing and prognostic framing (Snow & Benford,
1988).

Once the data is gathered, and during content analysis, along with indicators/frames that
will be used to identify PJ/WJ for each news story, these two additional frames (diagnostic and
prognostic) will be searched to see which frame co-exists with PJ/WJ frames. The following
sections will explain the indicators/frames of PJ/WJ.

5-2-1 method

The research analysis focused on textual coverage of the conflict in Ukraine by two leading
and non-state Farsi-language new media. BBC Persian and Iran International are selected to
be studied for several reasons. These news media, along with Manoto TV, are the top three
popular Farsi-language media among Iranian inside and outside Iran based on daily viewership,
with a share of respectively 33%, 17%, and 30% (Gamaan, 2021). These three media based in
London each have more viewers than the Iranian state media (IRIB), which only has a 16%
share of daily viewership (ibid). Nonetheless, Manoto TV is excluded from the study for two
main reasons. First, it is primarily an entertainment channel, and it produces mainly "shows,"
and the rest of its output includes "handpicked programs licensed from some of the biggest
distributors and producers worldwide" while also broadcasting blockbuster dramas and natural
history programs (Marjantvnetwork, n.d.). Second, Manoto TV does not publish full news
articles on its website. After broadcasting their news show — which is only a small part of their
daily programs- the broadcasted news will be posted on Twitter and in a small volume. Twitter
blogging is not the subject of this study since it poses restrictions in the sense of the volume/size
of the story that is posted. This will be elaborated on. Therefore, from the three top popular and
non-state media in the Farsi-language media ecosystem, the two that are news/report TV and
have online publications as well (Iran International and BBC Persian) oriented are selected as
the news media to be studied.

After conducting a pilot search/analysis on their institutional Twitter accounts, | found that
finding and scoring 28 indicators in such a small text with a maximum of 280 characters is
almost impossible. These indicators are presented later in this Chapter. The point is that, only
for PJ and WJ, there are 26 indicators (each, thirteen), and two diagnostic and prognostic frames
should be added to the dataset, which makes 28 indicators. Previous studies found that there is
a correlation between the size of the text and leaning toward PJ. Lee & Maslog (2005) showed
that the longer text most likely resulted in a PJ story. On the contrary, the shorter the story, the
more likely the story was a WJ story. The authors concluded that longer stories provide more
space for journalists to investigate the issue thoroughly and more carefully. They asserted that
"longer stories may permit journalists to move beyond reporting of facts into some analysis"
(p.322). Hence, to avoid drawing imprecise conclusions regarding the practice of these media,
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| decided to analyze the longer stories that are published on their website instead of studying
their shorter version posts on their institutional social media platforms. Studying their shorter
versions, for instance, on Twitter and comparing their findings to the current research results
will also be an interesting subject for further research.

The data unit for the qualitative content analysis is the full page of each individual news
story (article) in Farsi. Each article is retrieved from the website of Iran International and BBC
Persian (respectively https://www.iranintl.com and https://www.bbc.com/persian). To find the
relevant news stories, Farsi/Persian keywords equal to any of these English words, such as
"Ukraine”, "Ukrainian”, "Russia"”, "Russian” were used. The equal Farsi words for these
keywords are respectively, "ol S, Ml S, Mass )", Mews)" These Farsi words were
searched via Google Search using its advanced search feature. This specific feature allows
filtering the search by website URL and keywords and filtering the data by date/period.
Importantly it provides all relevant data that was published on the websites of the news media
under study. Due to the time and space constraints that stem from the scope of a master's thesis,
| decided to analyze twelve articles, six from Iran International and six articles from BBC
Persian. The contents of those articles were qualitatively analyzed.

Purposive sampling was employed to select twelve articles. According to Bryman (2012),
"purposive sampling is a non-probability form of sampling” (p.418). It is a strategic way of
sampling (ibid). Instead of random selection, or even instead of selecting these articles from
one specific month (e.g., a month after the invasion), | selected one article per each month in a
six-month (half-year) period after the invasion of Ukraine, one from February 22, 2022, one
from March 22, and so forth. By so doing, the dynamics of PJ/WJ (over time) will be obtained.
Otherwise, if, for instance, six articles were picked from one certain month, they could not
correctly represent the overall tendency in media practice. Noteworthy is that on the 22" of
some months, there were no articles regarding this conflict. Thus, | had to pick an article from
one day before or after the 22"4. Additionally, only those relevant to the conflict were selected
from a handful of articles published on a certain day. Some articles contained one of the
keywords but did not directly pertain to the conflict. Among those that pertained to the conflict,
the longer articles were selected. The reason, as previously mentioned, is that the longer the
story, the fewer constraints for identifying the 28 indicators. This is crucial since, among other
reasons, 28 indicators had to be tested for each article. Additionally, informed by the literature
review, the selection was not affected by the type of story (feature, opinion piece, or news
story) since the type has no association with PJ/WJ. The gathered articles were then compiled
into a single overall dataset. This data gathering was performed in May 2023.

The dataset involves 31 variables. The name of the media, the date of publication, and the URL
to the individual article. These three items are presented in Appendix 1. Other dataset variables
are thirteen indicators/frames for PJ, thirteen for WJ, and two for diagnostic/prognostic frames.
If any frame/indicator was (or was not) identified in the news article, a score of one (or zero)
was given to that variable. As explained in the Theory chapter, if the sum of PJ indicators
exceeds a three-score difference with that of WJ, that article is considered as PJ. And the same
applies to WJ. If the difference is three scores or less, that article is categorized as SWJ. The
two diagnostic and prognostic frames were given a yes or no value to be used in further analysis
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and to be compared with the PJ/WJ/SWJ approach embedded in the article. Textual samples of
the usage of these frames are provided in the Finding Chapter. The original samples were in
English, and | used Google Translator to translate them to prevent any personal interpretation
while conducting the translation.

As mentioned, the coding schema (of indicators/frames) for WJ/PJ is derived from Lee &
Maslog (2005). They categorized the indicators based on approach and language. Approach-
based frames/indicators for WJ are W1-Reactive, W2-Reports only on visible effects of war,
Wa3-Elit-oriented, W4-Focus only on differences, W5-Focus only on here & now, W6-
Dichtomizing between good guys/bad guys, W7-Two-party orientation, W8-Partisan/biased,
W9-Zero-sum orientation, W10-Stop reporting when the war de-escalate. And language-based
frames for WJ are W11-Usage of Victimizing language, W12-Usage of demonizing language,
and W13-Usage of emotive words.

On the other hand, the approach-based indicators/frames for PJ are: P1-Proactive, P2-
Reports also on invisible effects of war, P3-People oriented, P4-Focus on areas of agreement,
P5-Reports on causes and consequences, P6-Avoidance of labeling as good/bad guys, P7-
Multiparty orientation, P8-Nonpatrisan/neutral, P9-Win-win oriented, P10-Stays on & reports
aftermath. And the language-based indicators/frames for PJ are P11-Avoiding victimizing
language, P12-Avoids demonizing language, and P13-Objective & moderate wording.
Noteworthy is that | deliberately added the letters "W (refers to WJ) and "P" (refers to PJ) that
are attached to the number of each indicator. In the original text (Lee & Maslog, 2005), they
are presented only with numbers. The reason for adding these letters is that later, many
references are given to these indicators and their meaning, while each indicator might be
discussed separately. And for the sake of clarity, it is better to know to which approach (of
either PJ or WJ) a certain indicator pertains. These indicators are elaborated on in the actual
codebook (code schema), which can be seen in Appendix 2. It should be noted that in this text,
both terms "indicator" and "frame" are used, and many times they come together
(indicator/frame). The reason is that some of the indicators are frames as well. For instance,
W38 is a frame (and an indicator) and is related to depicting some actor in the conflict as a bad
guy (or good guy). But it is only an indicator when the story only focuses on the visible
consequences of war (W2). Using both terms in the text is for this reason.

Some points should be explained regarding the employment of content analysis as the method
of analyzing news articles. As summarized and underscored by Oleinik (2023), content analysis
is conceived as a method for measuring the level of "exposure to the same set of keywords"
(cited in Lasswell et al., 1949:13). Lichtenstein et al. (2019) used qualitative content analysis
to exploit its advantage as "applied to the complexity and nuances of frames" (p.71) that are
used in news articles. Qualitatively analyzing the content could serve to identify themes in
textual content (ibid). The content analysis method is employed in many scholarly works in the
field of PJ/WJ studies to identify these two approaches in the journalistic practice (see, for
example, Lee & Maslog, 2005; Fahmy & Eakin, 2014; McGoldrick & Lynch, 2016;
Lichtenstein et al., 2019; Honari & Alinejad, 2022; Oleinik, 2023).

As mentioned, a score of either one or zero was given to each indicator for each individual
article. This method of coding is more of the fashion of a quantitative method, while a
qualitative strategy is employed in this study. Bryman (2012) discusses new trends (that differ
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from mixed methods) among social scientists that are "breaking down the
quantitative/qualitative divide (p.614). Whereas there are many differences between the two
research strategies, there are many studies that "“transcend the distinction” (ibid), studies in
which quantitative approach was applied to qualitative research (ibid, p.623). In such
qualitative studies, researchers "undertake a limited amount of quantification” (ibid, p.621). By
doing so the researcher "is injecting greater precision into such estimates of frequency" (ibid).
Given that, the current research employs such a strategy. While employing a qualitative
method, | performed quantification as well to deal with a high number of concrete indicators
and thus decrease the personal interpretation and increase the objectivity in the analysis. The
available studies in which conflict coverage is analyzed chiefly use indicators/themes that are
subject to normative debates and subjective intervention of the researcher. | used 28 indicators,
a comprehensive set of concrete indicators that rarely leaves room for any (mis)interpretation.
The reliability test can prove this claim. This concrete set of indicators also affirms the rationale
behind the employment of content analysis instead of, for example, critical discourse analysis.
The latter might involve some degree of researcher's interpretation, while the former, especially
when a concrete set of indicators is employed, provides a higher degree of reliable findings.

5-2-2 Reliability, Validity & Generalizability of the study

Reliability addresses whether the results of a study are repeatable (Bryman, 2012:46).
Therefore, the question would be whether the same results will be obtained if various people
perform the same method. After coding all twelve articles, | requested two colleagues to
perform the coding, each one for one article. Since ten percent of twelve makes 1.2, two
independent coders randomly selected two articles. One from BBC Persian and the other from
Iran International. I translated the selected article using Google Translator, and the articles were
translated from Farsi into English. This platform was utilized to avoid any interpretation of
myself during the translation. The coders, individually and without anyone's intervention,
performed the coding. Both of them generated almost the same result as | did, with a difference
of two codes per article, which resulted in four differences out of 52 (or 2 out of 26) indicators
(for each article, 26 for PJ/WJ). Hence, the reliability test shows a reliability score of 92,3%,
which is an acceptable result.

Regarding the validity of the research, two main points should be explained. According to
Bryman (2012), validity is an issue of concern with “the integrity of the conclusions that are
generated from a piece of research™ (p.47). More specifically, internal validity refers to whether
the specific set of indicators that gauge a concept/theme really measures that concept (ibid.,
p.171). For the current research, | have utilized 26 indicators used by Lee & Maslog (2005)
apart from two diagnostic and prognostic frames. My exploration in the field of PJ/WJ studies
shows that this coding schema is exhaustive, if not the most exhaustive. Others frequently used
this schema (code book). Many (e.g., Fahmy & Eakin, 2014) have utilized it but only eight of
its indicators (out of thirteen). This research uses all thirteen indicators (for PJ and the same
number for WJ). This set of indicators may be the most valid in this discipline based on the
available scholarship. Thus, the internal validity of the research is high in this sense. Another
point is the sample size; twelve articles for qualitative content analysis seems quite the proper
size. Therefore, it seems that, in this case, the conclusion of this study is relatively valid, at
least regarding the media coverage in a six-month period. Regarding the generalizability of the
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research, some points are worthy of note. Generalizability is concerned with regard to research
beyond the specific research context. The question is whether the result of this specific research
can be generalized to a broader context. For instance, can the result of analyzing BBC Persian
and Iran International be generalized to a broader Farsi-language news media? These news
media are the most popular news media and have 50% of daily viewership among all Farsi-
language media (Gamaan, 2021). The remainder is either state media run by the political
establishment in Iran (with 16% of daily viewership) or, if non-state, they have a small share
of viewership (ibid). To some extent, the result derived from this study can be related only to
non-state and Farsi-language news media. Additionally, the findings are limited to a six-month
coverage of these media, and further studies should be conducted to make a more generalizable
finding. For future studies, a bigger sample, consisting of more articles from twelve months of
reporting of these two media (instead of six months), will provide more precise results,
increasing the study's generalizability.

Finally, regarding the ethics of the research and the question of whether any harm to the
participant, invasion of privacy, and so on (Bryman, 2012:154) happened, it should be noted
that no individual was involved in the research (except the two colleagues that assisted with
the reliability test and) no one was harmed. The articles and data used in this research are either
open-source or found via the official website of the Library of Sodertorn University; thus, no
copyright is violated.

Chapter 6: Findings
In this chapter, the findings of the study are presented. This finding results from qualitative
content analysis using quantification of data performed on twelve Iran International and BBC
Persian articles regarding their coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine published on their
respective websites in six months between 22 February 2022 and 22 July 2022.

In the following sections, the findings are first presented separately for each news media.
Then some comparison is presented. At the end of the chapter, some examples of actual
framings that were identified in the articles are mentioned. Due to the lack of space and time,
only the textual examples for those salient frames/indicators are presented. The remainder is
provided in Appendix 3.

On a different note, while presenting the frequency of indicators, each indicator is given a
number and a letter to differentiate them from one another. For example, W1 means frame
number one (of the indicator schema, presented in Appendix 2), which pertains to the WJ
approach, and P4, for instance, is frame number four which pertains to the PJ approach. Also,

33



a combination of a letter and a number is used to refer to articles. For example, I-4 means article
number from Iran International, or B-2, article number two from BBC Persian.

6-1 Iran International

The total score for WJ framing in different articles from Iran International ranged from 7 to 11
points. The average for total WJ scores per article under six months of covering the conflict in
Ukraine was 8.6.

The dominant WJ frames in Iran International's coverage of the conflict that was present in six
articles were W3, W4, and W8, i.e., articles were (respectively) elite-oriented, focused only on
differences between the parties to the conflict, and biased and partisan toward one side of the
conflict which in this case was EU/US/Ukraine/NATO.

The next dominant WJ frames, which appeared five times in articles, were W6, W9, and
W13. This means that in these articles respectively, dichotomizing between good guys and bad
guys, zero-sum orientation, and emotive language were used. W2 and W5, and W7 frames were
present in four articles, focusing on the visible effects of the war only on here and now (instead
of additionally reporting on roots, consequences, and solutions) and on two-party reporting
(instead of multi-party). W11 was present in three articles which refers to the usage of
victimizing language. W12 frame (usage of demonizing language) was present in two articles.
Finally, W1 and W10 were each present in only one article, which respectively pertains to
reactive reporting (instead of proactive reporting) and stops reporting when the war or the very
event under coverage stops (which is not applicable for most of the articles under study, since
here an individual article is analyzed).

On the other hand, frame number 3 (i.e., P3) appeared in three of Iran International's articles
regarding the PJ indicator. This is related to being people-oriented (either as the source for
reporting or as actors). This was followed by P5, which was present in two articles. This frame
refers to reporting on the causes and consequences of the conflict instead of only reporting here
and now. Other frames/indicators that were present only in one article were P1, P4, P7, P11,
and P13. These frames represent proactive reporting that covers the area of agreement instead
of only differences, is multi-party oriented, avoids victimizing and addresses what has been
and could be done by people, and is objective and moderate. Other PJ frames/indicators (P2,
P3, P6, P8, P9, and P10) were totally absent in Iran International's news articles. The total PJ
frames in all six articles were ten, making an average of 1.66 PJ frame(s) per article.

All six articles from Iran International contained diagnostic framing, which means all focus on
the current situation and consequences of a particular stance or event. Only in two articles in
May and June 2022 was the prognostic framing present, which means the article -to some
extent- points to a solution to the event/problem it raised.

Table 2 provides the result of the qualitative content analysis and the coding for each individual
news article of Iran International from 24 February 2022 to July 2022 regarding the coverage
of the conflict in Ukraine and in connection to PJ, WJ. Also, it includes the two diagnostic and
prognostic framing in each article.
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Article | Total W) | Total PJ Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code frames | frames framing framing
I-1 7 1 1 0

1-2 11 1 1 0

1-3 7 2 1 0

I-4 8 5 1 1

1-5 11 0 1 1

1-6 8 2 1 0

Table 2. The result of content analysis of six articles of Iran International in coverage of the
conflict in Ukraine in a six-month period from February 2022 to July 2022.

6-2 BBC Persian
The total score for WJ frames in BBC coverage in different articles ranged from 3 to 10 points.
The average for total WJ scores per each article under six months of coverage of the conflict
in Ukraine was 6.5.

The dominant WJ frame in BBC Persian conflict reporting that was present in six articles was
W3, meaning all articles were elite-oriented in sourcing or referring to actors. In five articles
out of six, W7 (two-party orientation) and W9 (zero-sum orientation) frames were used. In four
articles, W2, W5, and W8 were present, which respectively means reporting only on visible
effects of the conflict, reporting only on here and now (instead of addressing consequences and
solutions as well), and partisan reporting (which in this case it was toward
EU/US/Ukraine/NATO). In three articles, WJ frames such as W4 (focusing only on
differences), W7 (two-party orientation instead of multi-party orientation), and W13 (using
emotive words) were identified. In two articles, the W12 frame was used, which means
reporting with demonizing the parties to the conflict. Finally, W1 (reactive reporting) was
present in only one article, and W11 (victimizing language) in only one article.

Regarding PJ frames that were present in BBC Persian's coverage, the most frequently used
ones were P5, P7, and P12, which were present in four articles. In reporting while using P5
frames, (some extent of) causes and consequences of the conflict are presented. P7 frame refers
to multi-party reporting and avoids focusing on only two parties. P12 frame is when the report
avoids using demonizing language. In three articles, P8 (non-partisan reporting) and P13
(objective and moderate) frames were present. In two articles, P1 and P6 frames were
identified, referring to proactive reporting and reporting while avoiding labeling the parties as
good guys or bad guys. Other frames which were present in only one article were P2, P4, P9,
and P11. These frames refer to a reporting where, respectively, focuses on invisible effects of
the war/conflict (e.g., emotional trauma, damages to society and culture), focuses on areas of
agreement between the parties, addresses a win-win approach, and avoids victimizing
language. P3 framing was totally absent in all BBC Persian coverage of the conflict in Ukraine,
which means that none of the articles were people-oriented in using people as either source or
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addressing them as actors in the conflict. Generally, PJ frames were used 26 times in all six
articles, which makes an average of 4.33 PJ frames per article.

All six articles from BBC Persian contained diagnostic framing, which means all focus on the
current situation and consequences of a particular stance or event. Only in the articles published
in April and May 2022 was the prognostic framing present, which means the article -to some
extent- points to a solution to the event/problem it raised.

Table 3 provides the result of the content analysis and the coding for each news article of BBC
Persian from 24 February 2022 to July 2022 regarding the coverage of the conflict in Ukraine
and in connection to PJ, WJ. Also, it presents the result for the two diagnostic and prognostic
framing in each article.

Article | Total W) | Total PJ Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code Frames | frames framing framing
B-1 10 5 1 0

B-2 5 4 1 0

B-3 6 6 1 1

B-4 3 8 1 1

B-5 8 1 1 0

B-6 7 5 1 0

Table 3. The result of qualitative content analysis of six articles of BBC Persian in coverage
of the conflict in Ukraine in six months from February 2022 to July 2022.

This Table shows, for example, in article B-1 (the article published in February 2022), there
is a total score of ten points for WJ framings, while five scores favor PJ framing.

6-3 Comparing the conflict coverage by BBC Persian and Iran International

The findings that were presented in previous sections are summarized and demonstrated in
Figure 2. As mentioned, the average of WJ frames per article for Iran International was 8.6,
while the average for PJ frames was 1.66. In BBC Persian coverage, the average of WJ frames
per article was 6.5, while the average for PJ frames was 4.33.
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Figure 2. Comparing BBC Persian and Iran International conflict coverage regarding the
average of PJ and WJ frames per article.

As can be seen in Figure 2, Iran International used WJ frames five times more than PJ frames.
BBC Persian used WJ frames 1.5 times more than PJ frames. Also, in comparison, Iran
International used WJ frames 1.3 times more than BBC Persian, while BBC Persian used PJ
frames 2.6 times more than Iran International. This shows that Iran International’s coverage of
the 2021 conflict in Ukraine is gravely leaned toward WJ, while BBC Persian's coverage
distances from WJ and uses more PJ frames in comparison to Iran International.

Now that the findings of each news media are presented and summarized and their practice
regarding using PJ/WJ frames/indicators compared, in the following section, the textual
example of PJ/WJ frames that were present in the news article is given an example and
elaborated on. These textual examples are extracted from the same articles that are analyzed
and given scores regarding PJ/WJ frames.

6-4 Textual examples of PJ/WJ framings from the media under study

In this part of the chapter, a more detailed presentation of the content analyzed material is
provided. It will demonstrate how these indicators/frames of PJ/WJ and the two diagnostic and
prognostic framing are embedded in the reporting of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine by two Farsi-
language news media (Iran International and BBC Persian). This elaboration will be
thematically provided. Each of the two opposite frames/indicators will be given examples in
parallel. These texts/examples are extracted from the published news articles on the website of
the respective news media under study. In Appendix 2, in a Table, all indicators are listed and
explained.

It should be noted that only the dominant frames are given examples here. Due to space
constraints, the rest of the examples (on frames W1/P1, W2/P2, W10/P10, W12/P12, and
W13/P13) that were not among the dominant frames are given examples and available in
Appendix 3.

One of the salient indicators was W3. It refers to elite orientation reporting as either source or
actor, while P3 refers to framing people as either source of information or actor. The title of
B1 is Why Putin ordered invading Ukraine? This article refers to Putin and Zelensky as the
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main actors when reporting the conflict (W1 frame). On the contrary, for the P3 indicator, B-3
refers to people's opinion in Germany when it informs that "[t]he Russian attack also changed
the German public's attitude towards avoiding foreign military conflicts, and polls show that
the majority of them support military aid to Ukraine."

Whereas W4 is present in a story when it only emphasizes the differences between parties,
P4 underscores the common grounds for agreement. 1-4 (article four from Iran International)
points to differences (W4) when reports that "Volodymyr Zelensky, the President of Ukraine,
also says that Ukraine will not only defeat Russia but also take the Crimean Peninsula and other
parts of Ukraine that Russia has controlled since 2014". The same article contains P4 when it
reflects a chance to an agreement; it reads: "Emmanuel Macron, the president of France, has
counted on a negotiated agreement, preserving the prestige of both countries,” and in the same
article, it is continued that "Macron said a few days ago that the world should not forget that it
should focus on building peace. He emphasized that the world should do this at the negotiating
table with Ukraine and Russia, but Russia and Ukraine will determine the end of the dialogue
and negotiation. Macron added that such a thing would not be achieved in denial, alienation,
and humiliation”. As can be seen here in the article, agreement, instead of differences, is
emphasized.

W5 frame refers to reporting only "here and now" and what is happening now, while P5
indicates that reporting should also cover the causes and consequences of the conflict. In line
with the W5 indicator, in I-2, it is said that "The United Nations Human Rights Office
announced on Thursday that the number of civilian deaths in Ukraine since the beginning of
the Russian offensive has reached more than 1,000, but the actual number of dead is much
higher". In contrast, per P5, the consequences are reflected when in I-4 it is reported that
"Europe's widespread support for Ukraine, while the world continues to struggle with the
burden of the Covid-19 pandemic and the effects of climate change, increases the economic
burden on the world's shoulders". B-1 refers to one of the causes, though the reports place
hesitation on it. The article informs that Russian state television has continued its narrative
about Ukraine over the years, A narrative based on which it says that since 2014, after the
removal of the pro-Russian president, Ukraine has "fallen into the hands of the fascists."

Another salient indicator/frame was W6 which refers to framing the actors as bad guys and
good guys, while P6 avoids doing as such. B-6 referred to Zelensky's speech when he said,
"Ukraine's president accused Russia of waging a "gas war" against Europe and creating "terror"
by cutting off energy supplies™ (Putin as the bad guy who is creating terror, W6). B-6 (same
article) refers to Putin and reports, "But Russian President Vladimir Putin recently told
reporters that the state-owned company Gazprom will adhere to all its commitments and
contracts.” In this part of the article, it is avoided to depict Putin as a bad guy. This does not
mean that Putin is telling the truth, but the article neutrally quoted Putin.

W7 indicator is present when a reporting uses two-party framing of the conflict, and P7
when multi-party reporting is provided. An example of the W7 indicator is when, in I-4, for
example, it is reported that "The war in Ukraine is slowly approaching its third month, and
there is no sign of a definite military victory for either side, and there is no way to end the war."
This article frequently refers to Zelensky and Putin as parties to the conflict and does not point
to any other party. On the other hand, B-3 (BBC Persian's article in April 2022) covers more
than two parties and covers the press conference of various officials from NATO, EU, France,

38



and the UK, and informs that they declared that they are committed to continuing their military
and security aids to Ukraine.

W5 is present when the coverage is partisan, takes a side, and does not cover the other party's
stance or counterclaims, while P8 is in line with non-partisan coverage. In article I-5, partisan
coverage is embedded when the report only points to one side: "The US and German foreign
ministers accused Russia of using hunger as a weapon of war by preventing the transfer of
Ukrainian grain from the Black Sea and fueling the food crisis.” On the contrary, in B-1, some
examples of non-partisan coverage are present (P8) when it states, "For the families of the
military forces of both sides, anxious days are ahead."

Whereas the W9 indicator refers to a zero-sum approach, P9 is present in an article when a
win-win approach is present in reporting. 1-4 refers to many of the zero-sum positions of
Western officials; for instance, "lan Kelly, a retired veteran diplomat and former US
ambassador to Georgia, described" the situation "as very difficult to find a negotiated solution
to the current state of the war in Ukraine. Kelly said that neither side of the war is willing to
stop it". The article continues, "[a]ccording to lan Kelly's prediction, Ukraine will not back
down at all because it thinks that it will win the battlefield.” In the same article, it is reported
that "Ned Price, the spokesman of the White House, called the American strategy a companion
for Ukraine's victory in this war" (W9). On the other hand, in BBC Persian's article on May
2022 (B-4), a win-win approach has been mentioned in one particular subject when the report
says, "Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko told the Interfax news agency that
Russia is ready to provide a humanitarian passage for ships carrying food so that they can leave
Ukrainian ports in exchange for the lifting of some sanctions™ (emphasis added). Whether
Putin's position is correct or not, the report has covered a solution that might be a win-win for
both sides.

As the last textual examples for WJ/PJ indicators, W11 and P11 are given an example here.
W11 pertains to reporting while using victimizing framing for people, and P11 avoids doing
so and instead addresses the area in which people are active (not passive victims) and trying to
cope with the problem. The latter was not found in any article. As for W11, an example of
victimizing language is in B-1 when it is said, "So far, hundreds of people on both sides -
civilians and military - have been killed in the conflicts that Germany calls Putin's War"
(emphasis from the article). Or in I-5, where it explains that "[h]e emphasized that 345 million
people in the world are under threat due to lack of food". In these examples, people are merely
passive victims. In B-4, it is reported that "[sJome Western officials have accused the Russian
government of declaring a food war and holding the world's poor nations hostage." Or in B-1,
it is reported that "Mr. Zelensky, the president of Ukraine, says that the enemy has declared
him and his family as targets number one and two" (emphasis from the article). Here Zelensky
and his family are depicted as potential victims. Or from another side of the conflict,
victimizing language is present in B3, when it reports that "Sergei Lavrov reiterated his
government's view that residents of the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine have asked Russia to
free them from the rule of Nazis ruling Ukraine" (emphasis from the article). Here, the people
of Donbas are portrayed as passive victims of Kyiv and need a savior.
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Finally, some examples of two framings of diagnostic and prognostic are presented here.
As mentioned previously, while diagnostic framing merely focuses on the consequences of an
event/problem/conflict, prognostic framing provides some sort of solution to it.
As for diagnostic framing (consequences), in article 1-6, it is reported that "American officials
have clearly said that if the Iranian government provides military support to Russia against
Ukraine, the United States will impose more severe sanctions against the Islamic Republic [of
Iran]." In this part, the consequences of Iran's acts are mentioned. For prognostic framing, one
example could be the I-4 article in which it is reported that *Macron said a few days ago that
the world should not forget that it should focus on building peace. He emphasized that the
world should do this at the negotiating table with Ukraine and Russia, but Russia and Ukraine
will determine the end of the dialogue and negotiation. Macron added that such a thing would
not be achieved in denial, alienation, and humiliation". Here, some degree of solution to the
conflict is mentioned. This solution might not be acceptable to the audience or to parties to the
conflict. But the point is that this article did not neglect the solutions.

As an ending note, as mentioned, the remainder of indicators and/or frames are given a textual
example in Appendix 3.

Chapter 7: Discussion

In this chapter, the findings of the research are discussed and interpreted. The RQs will be
answered, and both the (raw) findings and the final results of this study will be compared to
the broader context within PJ/WJ studies. The chapter will shed light on the conflict coverage
of these news media in connection to other media practices that other scholars have studied.
The chapter will demonstrate how the research findings and results contribute to the broader
area of scholarship in the field of PJ and WJ studies. Therefore, when pointing to other studies,
the available scholarship in the field informs the discussion. This chapter will discuss how BBC
Persian and Iran International (both based in the UK but Farsi-language news media) have
covered the 2022 conflict in Ukraine regarding PJ, SWJ, and WJ approaches. Finally, and
importantly and importantly, this account on the PJ, SWJ, and WJ will contribute to the
scholarship in the strand of PJ, SWJ, and W] (studies).

The sections in the chapter have been categorized thematically. First, the dominant PJ and WJ
indicators/frames of the conflict coverage of these two media will be individually discussed
through a comparison to the findings of other studies on other media. For instance, other
scholars also identified indicator W3 (elite orientation) as a dominant indicator. Then the
ultimate approach of the two media regarding PJ, SWJ, and WJ will be discussed (RQ1) and
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compared to the results of other scholarly works. In the second part of the chapter, a discussion
on the why question will be conducted - as to why these news media reported in the way they
did. Finally, the limitations and implications of the research will be discussed.

7-1 Dominant frames/indicators in comparison to other studies

To pave the way to answer the main research question (RQ1), first, the traits of WJ and PJ that
were present in these media's coverage are discussed through a comparison with other studies
in the broader contexts.

The dominant WJ frame that was present in all twelve articles (six from BBC Persian and six
from Iran International) was the elite-oriented framing of the conflict. Elites were addressed as
either the source of information or the main parties to the conflict. This is one of the traits of
WAJ. On the contrary, PJ coverage should focus on people as both sources of information and
the party to the conflict, an active party and not a passive subject in conflict. Other scholars
have pointed to the elite culture that drives the practice of BBC (Liu, 2023:20). And elite-
oriented reporting has been pointed out in many studies. Herman & Chomsky (2008 [1988])
have underscored that news coverage propagates some messages while blocking others by
using various types of filters, among them relying on information from the government. They
categorize this approach of reporting as propaganda (ibid). Fahmy & Eakin (2014), who studied
the media coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict, found that elite-oriented sourcing is
dominant in reporting (Fahmy & Eakin, 2014:99). Elham et al. (2021) in their study
demonstrated that the reporting of the New York Times and China Daily on the conflict in
Afghanistan excessively used elite-oriented war frames.

Yet, in Iran International’'s coverage of the Ukraine conflict, there are signs of people-oriented
framing in three of its articles. In these articles, people are addressed as either source of
information or actors. This is in line with Fengler et al. (2020) 's study on conflict coverage
which shows a shift away from elite focus. According to Fengler et al. (2020), this shift away
from a focus on elite to non-elite actors, such as citizens and social actors, is represented in the
reporting of thirteen European newspapers in their coverage of the 2014 conflict in Ukraine
(p.415).

In all six articles by Iran International, indicator W8 was present, which refers to
partisan/biased reporting. This is yet another trait of WJ. All articles were biased for one side
of the conflict, i.e., Ukraine and the West and specifically NATO, the EU, and the US. The
conflict coverage by BBC Persians contained the same approach and followed partisanship
toward the West. However, in BBC Persian's coverage, this was the case in four articles and
not six compared to Iran International. In this sense, BBC Persian covered one-sided to a lesser
extent. This finding of the current study accords with a plethora of previous literature.

Liu's (2023) study on news framing of RT and BBC about the 2014 conflict in Ukraine
reveals that while RT and BBC's approaches and intentions may be different, both media have
been biased in their reporting (p.21). Although BBC Persian and Iran International (both based
in the UK) claim to be neutral and reporting independently, it seems that the finding of this
research is similar to other studies that underscore the alignment of UK media with their
government's policies. Oleinik (2023) asserts that the media in the US and the UK, in their war
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coverage, appear "to align — in relative terms — with their leaders' stated priorities despite the
formally absent government control” (p.16). Pfau et al. (2004) found that the coverage of the
2003 war on Iraq was framed favorably toward the US military (p.314). The same applies to
all articles of Iran International and half of the articles of BBC Persian in their coverage of the
conflict in Ukraine. Similarly, Ottosen (2010) found out that both Norwegian mainstream
newspapers' reporting about the war in Afghanistan is "dominated by US-friendly framing and
the use of Western sources" (p.269). According to Fengler et al. (2020), European newspapers
featured international or EU politics while covering the 2014 conflict in Ukraine (p.414). This
seems to be the case for the media under study in this research, BBC Persian and Iran
International, which are partisan and biased to one side of the conflict, though this is the case
in half of the BBC Persian articles. Roman et al. (2017) argue that media from different
countries mirror their government's perspective when they are reporting from war zones and
conflict.

On the contrary, for non-partisan reporting, as mentioned, three of BBC Persian's articles are
not biased. This seems to align with Lee & Maslog's (2005) study on Asian newspapers that
the non-partisan approach was one of the salient indicators in their reporting. This is one of the
indicators of PJ. This explains why BBC Persian's coverage of the conflict is far from WJ
frames compared to that of Iran International.

As presented in the Finding chapter, five (out of six) Iran International and BBC Persian articles
contain zero-sum (win-lose) frames that accord with the WJ approach. On the contrary, PJ
would focus on a win-win approach while emphasizing the possibilities of agreement instead
of focusing on differences. This approach (zero-sum orientation of the reporting) appeared to
be the case in many other media's coverage of conflicts. For instance, Ersoy (2016)
demonstrated that the Turkish press report conflict with a win-lose framing, and they focus on
who will win the conflict. The press sees the win as a resolution to the conflict. Similarly,
Alankus (2006) underscored that Turkish mainstream media cover the conflict and the peace
process within a win-lose frame.

Two-party framing, one of the pillars of WJ, appeared in five of the BBC Persian's articles and
four of Iran International's articles. This is a flaw in addressing the 2022 conflict in Ukraine
since, as demonstrated in the Background chapter, other parties exist, including the US, the
UK, NATO, and Iran.

Depicting such a conflict (wrongly) with only two parties or as the guilt of only one party
has been intensively studied by other scholars. Liu (2023) analyzed RT and BBC reporting on
the 2014-15 conflict in Ukraine and argues that the analyzed reporting has reduced the conflict
to the responsibility of only one actor. An approach that is not constructive if one seeks to
reduce the tensions and provide a resolution (ibid, p.20). BBC has, in many cases, followed the
same approach. For instance, while covering the 2014 conflict in Ukraine, BBC reduced the
conflict to a conflict with only two parties. Even more, in some cases, it reduced one of the two
parties to a person, Putin (Liu, 2023:19). This has been similarly mentioned by other studies
that point to a "high visibility of Vladimir Putin as an actor” in the conflict coverage (Fengler
et al., 2020:415). Similar to other findings by various scholars, as a finding of the current
research, it was identified that one of the BBC Persian's articles is basically a translation of an
opinion story in BBC (English); the original story's title has been changed in translation. The

42



title of the original story (by a senior EU correspondent of BBC) says why Russia ordered the
invasion of Ukraine? However, the title of the Farsi version that is published on BBC Persian's
website (article number one in the current study, B-1) says why Putin ordered the invasion of
Ukraine? In this case, BBC Persian has even shifted away from BBC's approach and reduced
the actor to a person (Putin instead of Russia). However, the original one already reduced a
multi-party conflict into a two-party one (Russia vs Ukraine). Contrary to this coverage
orientation, Lee & Maslog (2005) argues that in the conflict reporting of Asian journalists,
there is some "understanding of the conflict,” among other aspects, by mapping out the conflict
as multi-party (p.324).

Now that WJ and PJ elements of the coverage of Iran International and BBC Persian were
discussed and the findings of this study in this regard were compared to that of other studies,
the main research question (RQ1) should be answered.

7-2 PJ, WJ, or SWJ? RQ1

RQ1 asks how these leading Farsi-language news media covered the 2022 conflict in Ukraine
in connection to PJ or WJ. However, as discussed earlier, as an implication of the current
research's theoretical provision, the new SWJ concept was suggested and developed.
Consequently, RQ1 should be modified to how these leading Farsi-language news media
covered the 2022 conflict in Ukraine in connection to PJ, SWJ, or WJ.

As explained in the Theory chapter, based on Galtung's (1986; 2017) model, PJ is peace-
conflict truth-oriented, people-oriented, and solution-oriented. On the contrary, WJ is war-
violence oriented, propaganda-oriented, elite-oriented, and victory-oriented. Lee & Maslog
(2005) extracted thirteen indicators (and/or frames) based on Galtung categorization. In this
research, | proposed the new concept of SWJ and modified Galtung's model, which is a
dualistic model constituted of two approaches. My suggestion transforms Galtung's model into
a multi-dimensional model that is constituted of three approaches. From a dual model to a
multi-dimensional one. As an implication of this new model, the assessment of the total scores
for each approach was modified. In other words, for categorizing a news story as either WJ,
SWYJ, or PJ, I additionally modified the assessment method of Lee & Maslog (2005) as follows.
If the total scores for WJ in an individual story exceed that of PJ and the difference is four
scores or more, then the story is a WJ reporting. If that of PJ exceeds and the difference is four
scores or more, then it is PJ reporting. If the deduction of the total scores (of WJ and PJ) results
in three or fewer scores, then that story is SWJ.

Drawing upon the findings that are presented in Tables 2 and 3 in the Findings chapter, the
final scores for PJ and WJ were taken into account. For every individual article, the total scores
of WJ and PJ were deducted. Based on that, it was determined which article is aligned with PJ,
SWJ, or WJ. Tables 4 and 5 demonstrate the final results and show which articles of Iran
International and BBC Persian are PJ, SWJ, and WJ.

In these Tables, "I" represents Iran International, and "B" represents BBC Persian. And the
number attached to it is the code for that specific article. For instance, 1-3 means article number
three from Iran International, or B-4, article number 4 from BBC Persian.
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Article | Total scores | Total scores | Deducting [ WJ SWJ | Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code WIJ frames PJ frames the scores framing framing
(WJ-PJ)

I-1 7 1 6 YES - 1 0

-2 11 1 10 YES - 1 0

-3 7 2 5 YES - 1 0

-4 8 5 3 - YES |1 1

I-5 11 0 11 YES - 1 1

-6 8 2 6 YES - 1 0

Table 4. WJ/SWJ/PJ: The result of the analysis of six articles of Iran International in
coverage of the conflict in Ukraine in six months, from February 2022 to July 2022.

Article Total scores | Total scores | Deducting [ WI SWJ | Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code WIJ frames PJ frames the scores framing framing
(WJ-PJ)

B-1 10 5 5 YES - 1 0

B-2 5 4 1 - YES 1 0

B-3 6 6 0 - YES 1 1

B-4 3 8 5 - - 1 1

B-5 8 1 7 YES - 1 0

B-6 7 5 2 - YES 1 0

Table 5. WJ/SWJ/PJ: The result of the analysis of six articles of BBC Persian in coverage of
the conflict in Ukraine in six months, from February 2022 to July 2022.

To show the results of the investigation of the conflict coverage by these news media, Figure
1, which was proposed in the Theory chapter, could be used. It helps to place each article in
the bigger spectrum (to be compared to other articles), and it shows each article's
proximity/distance from the main approaches of PJ/SWJ/WJ. Such a Figure can also visualize
these news media's overall/average practice regarding PJ/SWJ/WJ. However, there seems to
be a need for some modification to the Figure. This is explained below.

The content analysis showed that article five, which was published in June 2022 by Iran
International (I-5), contained no single PJ frame. This was not predicted in my theoretical
assumptions and, thus, in my theoretical contribution. As provided in the theory chapter, Figure
1 shows the areas of PJ/SWJ/WJ based on the total scores identified for PJ and WJ frames and
the total score(s) given to each individual news article. In that Figure, a zero score is not
presented and is missing. However, as a result of this empirical study and after performing
content analysis and coding, it was seen that there could be news articles that contain no PJ
indicator (or perhaps no WJ indicator). Therefore, Figure 1, which was provided previously in
the Theory Chapter, should be slightly modified to add a zero score (one more column and one
more row) for each PJ and WJ approach. Figure 3 is the modified version by which the final
result is demonstrated. This Figure demonstrates the result of the content analysis on six news
articles from BBC Persian and six news articles from Iran International and how these articles
are aligned with PJ, SWJ, and WJ framing.

44



sm

W) @@ War Journal
11

)

g
®)
=y

)

) [Semi-war

6?(;3)
6o
3

S E
e

2 Peace
Journaljsm

Z i| P P PJ Pl P PJ Pl P Pl Pl P Pl Pl P
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Figure 3. BBC Persian and Iran International coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine and
whether their coverage is aligned with WJ, SWJ, or PJ.

In this Figure, BBC Persian articles are put in a blue circle (with the letter B and the number
of the article), and that of Iran International in a red circle (with the letter | and the number of
the article).

As the answer to RQ1 (how these two media covered the 2022 conflict in Ukraine in connection
to WJ, SWJ, or PJ) and to sum up, as presented in Table 4 and Table 5 and demonstrated in
Figure 3, BBC Persian coverage on the 2022 conflict in Ukraine is aligned chiefly with SWJ
(three out of six articles), while its coverage contained two WJ and one PJ. On the other hand,
Iran International's coverage is sharply aligned with WJ (five articles out of six), while it has
only one SWJ and no PJ.

7-3 Study's final result in a broader context

As demonstrated, Iran International and BBC Persian's coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine
generally does not fit the PJ criteria. One PJ article by BBC Persian, three SWJ, and two WJ,
and for Iran International, only one SWJ while five out of six WJ were the identified approaches
in their conflict coverage. Here it will be discussed how the finding of this study can be situated
in a broader context of the scholarship in this strand. Such an account will not be an exhaustive
account of previous literature since this review has been partially performed in previous
chapters. Noteworthy is that since the current research proposes the concept of SWJ, the
following sections cannot provide any previous literature regarding SWJ. So, the task will be
to see what other studies found in connection to PJ and WJ. Proposing and developing the
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concept of SWJ provided a lens to see the coverage of the two media under study in more
detail. I suggest that a third dimension is missing in the existing model. This will be elaborated
on in the section in which the implication of the research is presented.

Some major points can be raised regarding the result of the current research and comparing it
to previous studies. It has been suggested in previous scholarly works that in wartime,
broadcasters and international media outlets have played a soft power role in favor of their
respective states (Miazhevich, 2016). Keeble (1998) suggested that British coverage of the
crisis in 1991 to 1998 in Iraq accords with propaganda function. In line with the findings of
this study about the conflict coverage of BBC Persian and Iran International, Ersoy (2016)
found that in the time of two events in 2012 and 2014, the Turkish press mostly preferred to
utilize a war orientation (p. 259). Also, Ishaku (2022) 's study of a conflict in Nigeria showed
that 92% of the reporting lacked sufficient context and background, and most of them were
sensational and inflammatory. These are some of the main traits of WJ. Similarly, Ottosen’s
(2010) study showed that most of the coverage they analyzed follows the traits of WJ in
Galtung's model. In the conflict coverage by Colombian media, the war narrative was dominant
(Garcia-Perdomo et al., 2022). BBC and RT's coverage of the 2014 conflict in Ukraine involved
strong traits of propaganda (Liu, 2023). This is in line with the result of the current study, which
shows that Iran International is shapely leaning toward WJ, and BBC Persian has only one PJ.

Yet, there seems to be an ongoing shift away from WJ, and journalists are gradually getting
familiar with PJ frames. The study on Asian newspapers showed that 35.7 % of the reporting
was PJ, and 8.3% was neutral (ibid). Although 56% were WJ, the share of PJ stories and the
8.3% neutral ones (44%) show a considerable shift away from WJ. Others found more share of
PJ in the reporting. Prakash (2013) demonstrated that there is an apparent exercise of PJ in the
media coverage of the conflict in Balochistan/Pakistan. Even though British media and
particularly BBC, are described as majorly practicing WJ, some studies suggest that they are
moving toward the usage of PJ frames (Perez de Fransius, 2014:85). This generally aligns with
the findings of the current research where it was found that BBC Persian had two WJ article,
while one PJ article and three SWJ ones. Although it has only one PJ, but still WJ-oriented
articles are two out of six. This can be interpreted as a shift away from WJ.

7-4 Prognostic/Diagnostic frames: RQ2

RQ2 asks how these media covered the conflict in connection to consequence framing and also
solution framing and whether there is any relationship between solution framing and PJ. Based
on the framing theory (Entman, 1993; Entman, 2007), and particularly two specific framing of
diagnostic and prognostic (Snow & Benford, 1988), the articles were qualitatively content
analyzed to see whether these framings are present in each individual story (Shayesteh & Seo,
2022). The results can provide the answer to the first part of RQ2. In all twelve articles,
diagnostic framing (explaining the consequences) was present, while only two articles
published by BBC Persian (B-3 & B-4) and two articles by Iran International (I1-4 & 1-5)
contained prognostic framing. Table 6 and Table 7 demonstrate the answer to the first part of
the RQ2 for all twelve articles.
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Article | WJ SWJ | Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code framing framing
-1 YES -

-2 YES -

-3 YES -

-4 - YES

I-5 YES -

-6 YES - 1 0

Table 6. The usage of diagnostic and prognostic frames in each article of Iran International.

Article [ WIJ SWJ | Diagnostic | Prognostic
Code framing framing
B-1 YES [- |-

B-2 - YES

B-3 - YES

B-4 - |vEs |-

B-5 YES [- |-

B-6 - YES 1

Table 7. The usage of diagnostic and prognostic frames in each article of BBC Persian.

RlIR| Rk R

oO|O|Fr|R,r|O|O

How can this answer be related to other studies? This finding does not align with one previous
study conducted on Farsi-language social media. In their study on the competing frames on
social media: analysis of English and Farsi tweets on Iran plane crash, Shayesteh & Seo
(2022) found that the prognostic frame was dominant in both English and Farsi” (p.62). In the
media under study, only two out of six contain prognostic framing. The difference between
their finding and the finding of this research, among other reasons, may stem from the fact that
civilians posted those tweets while the two media under study (BBC Persian and Iran
International) were following their pre-set agenda. Why do they not provide a solution? This
is a question for further studies.

The second part of the RQ2 asks whether there is any relationship between solution framing
and PJ. Some possible answers can be provided. The only PJ article by BBC Persian (B-4)
contains a prognostic (solution-oriented) frame. Also, one of its SWJ articles (B-3), which is
not PJ but still not WJ reporting, contains a prognostic frame. Moreover, the only SWJ article
by Iran International contains a prognostic frame. These results show a positive relationship
between the prognostic frame and the PJ approach. Due to the small size of the data, no
correlation can be suggested. Correlation might not be applicable in this case since various
variables are involved in PJ reporting. Apart from a solution, it is crucial to address other
aspects as well (e.g., actors, background, and so on). Also, the suggested (positive) relationship
should be examined in future research by conducting analysis on a bigger size of the data body.

7-5 The Why Question

As the introduction indicates, the study also attempts to provide rough ideas on the casualty
question. Why did these news media cover the conflict in the way they did? Given the
methodology of this study, contrary to RQ1 and RQ2, which the analysis of primary data could
answer, this "why" question can only be addressed while using secondary data and mostly other
scholarly debates. It can also be answered by utilizing primary data, for instance, by conducting
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interviews. As mentioned in the introduction, this "why" question is not one of the main
research questions, and the casualty debate is beyond the scope of this study. The research is
more of an exploratory nature to find out to what extent the reporting aligns with PJ, WJ, and
SWJ. Nonetheless, it is fruitful to attempt to provide some possible answers to this explanatory
aspect of the debate so as to pave the way for more investigations in further studies and to find
out why these media are leaned toward SWJ or WJ. Iran International reported the 2022 conflict
in Ukraine with no PJ approach, five WJ, and one SWJ approach. BBC Persian had one PJ,
three SWJ, and two WJ reporting. Why did they do so? Some arguments from the available
scholarship can be put forth.

Fengler et al. (2020) suggested that attention to conflict varies in different countries, and it
is informed by economic exchange, geographical and cultural proximity to the conflict, and the
lack of editorial resources (p.401). Gamson (1989) noted that the motives behind a news
framing selected by a journalist could be unconscious. But it also may be intentional. Why does
the biggest share of the media reporting align with WJ? As was demonstrated in all twelve
articles under study, the coverage was heavily informed by an elite-oriented approach. Liu
(2023) asserts that BBC's coverage of the conflict in Ukraine is "akin to a paternalistic media
outlet that shares an elite culture™ (p.20). Oleinik (2023) argues that the propagandist approach
of media "prioritizes particular sources of information, such as government officials” (p.8), and
editorial gatekeeping plays an important role as well (ibid, p.18). BBC's journalistic practice
"may be largely influenced by its corporate interests” and its "particular working and
bureaucratic culture” (ibid, p.20). Fengler et al. (2020:402) argue that not only Russian and
Ukrainian media but also Anglo-Saxon media are heavily influenced by the geopolitical
interests of their national government.

Ojala and Pantti (2017) studied conflict coverage by newspapers from the UK, Germany,
Sweden, and Finland and concluded that media promote particular news frames by which they
contribute to the legitimation of EU policies. As previously mentioned, in the case of media in
the UK, and the US, despite the absence of formal intervention by the government, media
"appear to align — in relative terms — with their leaders' stated priorities” (Oleinik, 2023:16).
"Political economy of mass media," as Herman & Chomsky (2008, 2008 [1988]) call it, informs
the propagandist role of the media. BBC's reporting on the 2014 conflict in Ukraine, while
using its soft power and "framing in propagating ideas, have become a central dimension of
state power" (Liu, 2023:20-21).

These points might explain that perhaps BBC Persian journalists, like their colleagues in
BBC (English), had to intentionally or unintentionally, consciously or unconsciously, report in
line with the elite-oriented approach and line with the British government’s policies. A
government that, according to the background given in previous chapters, is involved in the
conflict in Ukraine. To some extent, various studies have discussed how and why BBC is
affected by the UK government. Lee & Maslog (2005) point to a plethora of studies that
documented governmental influence on conflict reporting by journalists (p.323). As
mentioned above, as far as the British media ecosystem has been studied, it is suggested
that these media (including BBC Persian) are subject to influence by the policies of the
UK government. It was discussed in the Background chapter that the UK is one of the
parties to the 2022 conflict in Ukraine. It suggests that those media under its influence
follow the UK policies. This was supported by the findings of this study that BBC
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Persian's coverage leaned toward Western powers' policies, including the UK
government. To sum up, as a rough answer to the question of why BBC Persian reported
in SWJ (and not PJ) and its coverage leaned toward one side of the conflict
(US/NATO/UK), it can be suggested that BBC Persian in influenced by the UK
government's policies. Nevertheless, this question needs more in-depth research. One of
the many possible ways would be to conduct interviews with journalists to see what
factors impacted more than others in their conflict coverage.

The same applies to Iran International to some extent. It is also a news media based in the UK
and run under the same regulations and circumstances. However, other factors should be taken
into consideration. Apart from news workers from Voice of America, Euro News, and Manoto
TV, many former BBC Persian correspondents, presenters, and senior editors have joined Iran
International (Delgram.com, n.d). Therefore, it seems that almost the same skills and
journalistic culture adopted in BBC Persian are adopted in Iran International's work. However,
the financial sources of Iran International are not as clear as that of BBC Persian. BBC's income
comes from various sources, but all are transparent. BBC reported that its income comes from
"license fees," "BBC Studios," and "other commercials" (BBC, 2020).

On the other hand, Iran International's financial source(s) is not transparent. Their website
states, "lran International is a privately-owned UK entity” (Iran International, n.d). They also
stated that Iran International is owned by "a company based in London owned by a Saudi
Arabian/British citizen" and that Iran International has "no state backing or affiliation” (Iran
International, 2022). In October 2018 Guardian published a feature claiming that Iran
International "is being funded through a secretive offshore entity and a company whose director
is a Saudi Arabian businessman with close links to the Saudi crown prince Mohammed Bin
Salman" (Kamali Dehghan, 2018). While being claimed that the government of Saudi Arabia
supports Iran International, Iran International denies such a relationship and claims to be
independent (Iran International, 2022). However, as a result of the March 2023 reconciliation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, it was said that Saudi Arabia has agreed to "tone down critical
coverage of the Islamic Republic [of Iran] by Iran International” (Ebrahim et al., 2023).
This shows some relationship between Saudi Arabia and Iran International and that Saudi
Arabia, to some extent, has control over Iran International's policies.

If Iran International is affected by the UK government ('s policies), then it is biased
toward the West in its coverage of the war in Ukraine, and that is why it covers in line
with WJ, and its coverage is leaned toward Western powers. If not, then the question is
whether Iran International is affected by Saudi's politics. This brings another question: Is
Saudi Arabia benefiting from the war? Saudi Arabia continued its cooperation with Russia
even after the invasion of Ukraine, though it has shown some support for Ukraine (Cafiero,
2022) and tries to position itself as a "useful mediator” (ibid). While none of the members of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) joined Western powers in implementing sanctions against
Russia or other politics that put Russia under pressure, GCC states largely supported
resolutions of the UN Assembly that condemned the invasion of Ukraine (ibid). In October
2022, Saudi Arabia announced it would give €400 million to Ukraine as humanitarian aid
(Radio France International, 2022). Others argued that Saudi Arabia is "the biggest beneficiary
of the war in Ukraine" (Nuttall, 2022). These are only some rough estimations on which one
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cannot rely to draw valid conclusions. As mentioned in the Background chapter, Iranian
authorities call Iran International an enemy and even threaten their journalists. An Iranian top
military official threatened Iran International by saying that “[w]e're coming for you" (Iran
International, 2022). Iran International openly criticizes the political establishment in Iran and
even covers uprisings and opposition actors of the regime. It can be suggested that Iran
International's editorial policies are leaned toward an orientation of opposition to Iran's
government. It covers international (and internal) affairs in a way that opposes the Iranian
government's position. And Iranian officials’ position is to repeat Russian narratives, even using
the same narrative of the "special military operation” for the invasion (Karimi & Gambrell,
2022). As discussed in the Background chapter, Iran also supports Russia by sending military
equipment, including drones. Thus, it can be suggested that Iran International, in its coverage
of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine, is -to some extent not affected by Saudi Arabia's policies- but
chiefly practiced in opposition to Iran’s (pro-Russia) stance and therefore took the side of
Ukraine/west. Why did Iran International practice WJ, and did its coverage lean toward the
West? In short, | suggest that because it chiefly follows anti-Russian and anti-Iran rhetoric and
other Anglo-Saxon mainstream media practice. This is a rough answer to the question.
However, this question is a subject for further research. To better answer this why question,
further investigation needed to be conducted to see what factors impact the coverage of the
2022 conflict in Ukraine by Iran International.

7-6 Limitations and implications of the study
Given that this study's main research questions are answered, it should now be discussed what
limitations and implications this study has.

Regarding the study's limitations, some major points are worthy of mentioning. Given the
qualitative nature of the study, the findings can only be provisional suggestions in some
respects. In future research with less time/space constraints, a qualitative content analysis could
be performed on more articles. This will serve to draw a more valid generalization of the
findings across the media under study. As discussed in the Methodology chapter, the findings
of this study can, to some limited extent, only be generalized on the conflict coverage of these
news media over six months.

As mentioned in previous chapters, these news media (Iran International and BBC Persian)
make up 50% of the share of the daily viewership among Iranians (Gamaan, 2021). No other
news media has such a big share (ibid). The absence of Farsi-language state media in the
analysis of this study could not be considered a limitation or deficit. This research aimed to
investigate leading non-state Farsi-language news media. Only BBC Persian and Iran
International fulfill these criteria.

One considerable limitation of this study was that it does not (fully) serve to establish
causality for the practice of these media. However, this was clearly mentioned from the
beginning of the study and is reflected in the aims and RQs that this research does not
investigate as to why these media report in the way they did. Nonetheless, a section was
dedicated to this subject to pave the way for future research. Interviews and other methods of
in-depth investigation can help in future studies to provide the cause of the media practice.

This study has some implications. The implications are interrelated. Yet, some might be more
salient than others. This study serves the development of communication studies generally and
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particularly media and journalism studies. It specifically helps to expand the span of and deepen
the depth of PJ/WJ studies, particularly in the case of understanding various media practices in
coverage of the conflict in Ukraine. Additionally, it contributed to the knowledge regarding
two leading Farsi-language media. It also contributes to a specific field of focus, investigating
the coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine (concerning PJ, SWJ, and WJJ).

Yet, one salient implication of this study is its provision of the new concept of SWJ. Within
the framework of a normative debate, the study pointed to a deficit in the field of PJ/WJ studies.
| proposed the new concept of SWJ, and the Galtung model, which was a dualistic/binary one,
is now modified to a multi-dimension one. The study additionally put this new concept under
examination. Other scholars might use this concept, develop it, and re-examine it for other
instances. That is left to the future and see how the concept is introduced, presented, and
embraced.

This new concept of SWJ has some practical implications. As presented before, for instance,
Lee & Maslog (2005) categorize a significant share of the analyzed stories as neutral, whereas
this study categorizes them as SWJ. The theory chapter explains the reason, and no repetition
might not be necessary here. As for the practice of BBC Persian, for instance, two articles (B-
2 and B-6) in this study have been categorized as SWJ and would be categorized as WJ by
others (e.g., Lee & Maslog, 2005). Article B-3 (with equal scores for PJ and WJ farmers) would
have been categorized as neutral by others, while in this study, it is categorized as SWJ. For
Iran International coverage, the difference in categorization would not be that significant. The
only difference would be that one story that in this study is categorized as SWJ would be
categorized as WJ by others.

BBC reporter David Lyon, who is a well-known opponent of PJ, was once disturbed by the
studies that employ the concept of PJ (Ottosen, 2010). He was almost offended that his
journalism work was categorized as WJ. Lyon argued that the WJ/PJ model is "too dualistic"
(ibid, p.264). He might be happy if he comes across the newly proposed concept of SWJ since
by proposing the SWJ concept, the model is no longer dualistic as it was in the Galtung model.
Lyon might additionally be satisfied if he gets to know that in some studies, such as the current
study, some of the BBC (Persian) articles are categorized as SWJ and not as WJ. He might,
however, get disturbed again that other articles are categorized as SWJ instead of neutral. Yet,
the subject of journalism studies cannot be constrained by one or some individual journalist's
satisfaction with the judgment of their work. This is neither the task of social science nor is it
possible to keep all people happy about the result of analyzing their job. Such studies' aims and
results might differ gravely from what journalists like to hear about their work. The
investigation in this field, generally, and for instance, proposing the new concept of SWJ,
should contribute to this scholarly discipline and additionally help to construct an in-depth
understanding of conflicts. Importantly it should inform the future journalistic practice in
bringing peace and not fueling wars. According to the ideals and claims, journalism should
serve the public and be the fourth pillar of democracy, not the fifth column on the battlefield,
and not an auxiliary means to the war machine by which the public is bombarded.
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Conclusion

This empirical study aimed to contribute to the field of communication studies, generally and
particularly media and journalism studies, with a focus on peace journalism (PJ) and war
journalism (WJ). The specific objective of the research was to shed light on the media coverage
of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine to see how news media covered this conflict. The media under
study were Iran International and BBC Persian, which are the leading Farsi-language news
media among Iranians, with a total of 50% share of daily viewership (Gamaan, 2021), both
based in London and non-state media. Thus, the study also contributed to shed light on the
practice of these understudied Farsi-language news media.

The study's main research question was to what extent these media covered the conflict in line
with PJ and WJ. A second research question was as to what extent diagnostic (consequence-
explaining) and prognostic (solution-oriented) frames were used in the conflict coverage.
Qualitative content analysis was used to analyze twelve articles of the two media (each six-
article extracted from their respective websites). The articles were published in the period of
February 2022 to July 2022.

For a better understanding of the conflict, the background of the conflict was explored, and

it was argued that the parties to the conflict were not only Russia and Ukraine. Drawing upon
a diverse range of sources, it was demonstrated that, for instance, the US, the UK, and NATO
are parties to this conflict. Other actors are involved as well, but the task was to show that the
conflict is multi-party and not two-party. It was also argued that four types of wars were fought
within the conflict: Russia-Ukraine, US-Russia, NATO-Russia, and a war within Ukraine
between Kyiv and some forces in the east of Ukraine. The 2022 conflict in Ukraine roots in
economic, cultural, social, and political issues across a wider span of time.
Johan Galtung's (1986) PJ/WJ model and framing theory were employed to interpret the
findings. Lee & Maslog's (2005) indicator schema (coding schema) for identifying the traits of
WJ and PJ were adopted to serve the coding process on the selected news articles and identify
PJ and WJ frames in every individual story. The total scores given to each of the approaches
determine which approach the story is aligned with.

Drawing upon available theories/debates around PJ and WJ, it was argued that this duality in
the model (i.e., PJ vs. WJ) does not accord with the very logic of peace/conflict and
war/violence approach. There are some articles categorized as PJ but lack many core traits of
PJ, and many categorized as WJ but contain some traits of PJ. Also, there are articles that have
equal scores for both approaches and are categorized as neutral, which abandoned the conflict-
sensitive approach. This means these articles are not neutral but serve in a way to the
continuation of the war. As a result of theoretical exploration in this study, this deficit/flaw was
identified and addressed. In the context of a theoretical debate, | proposed the new concept of
semi-war journalism (SWJ). Practically and to know how to identify approaches in this new
model, a new assessment is suggested. In this new assessment and coding, an article is SWJ if
the difference between the total scores is less than four points. Otherwise, the article is either
PJ or WJ depending on which one exceeds the other. As an implication of this theoretical
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contribution, the main research question was modified as to what extent these news media used
PJ, SWJ, and WJ frames in their coverage of the conflict in Ukraine.

The findings of the analysis on the coverage of the 2022 conflict in Ukraine by Iran
International and BBC Persian extracted from their websites reveal that the most salient WJ
frame which appeared in all twelve articles was the elite-oriented frame (which means the elite
were addressed in articles as either the source of information or actors in the conflict). Zero-
sum and two-party frames were other dominant WJ frames in the articles, tough to different
extents for each media. It was found that both news media (to more extents, Iran International)
tend to report in a partisan and one-sided approach and lean toward one side of the conflict,
i.e., Ukraine and the West (e.g., the US, the UK, the EU, and NATO). For BBC Persian
consequence frame, among other PJ frames, was more salient. In Iran International, among PJ
frames, there were some signs of a people-oriented approach in some parts of the three articles.
All articles contained a diagnostic frame, while only two articles of each news media contained
a prognostic frame.

As the answer to the main research question, it was found that five articles of Iran International
(out of six) were in line with WJ and one with SWJ. Among BBC Persian's articles, one article
aligns with the PJ approach, three with SWJ, and two with the WJ approach. This can shed
light on the diaspora media studies since the news workers in these two media are Iranians in
the diaspora.

Although the research is of an exploratory nature, a why question was additionally addressed
as to why these news media covered the conflict the way they did. A general answer was that
according to a plethora of studies, news media tend to follow their respective governments'
policies and are affected by state power. Since their government, here the UK government is
an actor in the conflict, the news media also take a side and practice partisan coverage of the
conflict. Both media under study are UK-based media, and such an answer might apply to
them. It is documented that BBC has followed this trend in many conflicts. A more (set of)
precise answers can be answered through further studies, which could utilize, among other
methods, interviews with news workers.

This study contributes to the field of PJ/WJ (studies) and additionally to further development
in PJ instruction for journalists. Development in journalistic instruction concerning PJ/WJ can
provide capabilities by which journalists are equipped with a deeper understanding of the traits
and elements of conflicts. This can help them, at least, to map out various parties and problems
to the conflict, which helps them avoid depicting a conflict in frames such as two-party, zero-
sum, partisan, and elite oriented. Therefore, PJ could be drawn from alternative media to other
types of ordinary journalistic practice to develop this deeper understanding of conflicts.

Media, generally, and journalistic practices, particularly, are meant to serve the interests of the
public and help de-escalate conflicts, not to fuel wars and help (re) generate troubles for the
public. Giving more attention to the conflict-sensitive approach that the peace and conflict
model of journalism explains can serve a better understanding of conflicts and war, and thus a
conflict coverage that attempts not to be inflammatory. More than always, journalism must
embrace approaches that make journalism serve the public and help to alleviate the suffering
of people. Media's function is not to serve as bullets but to assist in stopping warfare.
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Appendices

Appendix 1. The link and other information of the articles under study.

A-BBC Persian’s articles.

Article Story Word
Code Media Date URL Type Count
BBC Feb 26  https://www.bbc.com/persian/world-
B1 Persian 2022 features-60538533 Opinion 1715
March
BBC 26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/tv-and-radio- ;4
B2 Persian 2022 60884714 News 120
April
BBC 26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/world-
B3 Persian 2022 61227079 Feature 1615
BBC May 26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/world-
B4 Persian 2022 61589164 Feature 714
June
BBC 26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/world-
B5 Persian 2022 61941671 Feature 903
BBC July 26 https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c72dd
B6 Persian 2022 8d915e0 Feature 570

B-Iran International’s articles.

Article Story Word

Code Media Date URL Type Count
Iran Feb 26 https://www.iranintl.com/20220226 Hard

11 International 2022 3277 News 136
Iran March https://www.iranintl.com/20220325

12 International 252022 4151 Feature 541
Iran April 22 https://www.iranintl.com/20220422 Hard

13 International 2022 0279 News 164
Iran May 19  https://www.iranintl.com/20220513

14 International 2022 7262 Feature 1000
Iran June 26  https://www.iranintl.com/20220624 Hard

15 International 2022 6013 News 280
Iran July 25 https://www.iranintl.com/20220725

16 International 2022 8689 Feature 565
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Appendix 2- Code Schema

War Journalism frames/indicators

Peace Journalism Frames/indicators

Approach-based frames

Approach-based frames

W1. Reactive (waits for war to break out, or about to
break out, before reporting)

W2. Reports mainly on visible effects of war (casualties,
dead and wounded, damage to property)

W3. Elite-oriented (focuses on leaders &
elites as actors and sources of information)

W4. Focuses mainly on differences that
led to the conflict

W5. Focuses mainly on the here and Now

W6. Dichotomizes between the good
guys and bad guys, victims and villains

W7. Two-party orientation (one party
wins, one party loses)

W8. Partisan (biased for one side in the conflict)
W9. Zero-sum orientation (one goal: to win)

W10. Stops reporting with the peace treaty signing and
ceasefire and heads for another war elsewhere

P1. Proactive (anticipates, starts reporting long before war
breaks out)

P2. Reports also on invisible effects of war (emotional
trauma, damage to society and culture)

P3. People-oriented (focuses on common people as actors
and sources of information)

P4. Reports the areas of agreement
that might lead to a solution to the conflict

P5. Reports causes and consequences of the conflict
P6. Avoid labeling of good guys and bad guys

P7. Multiparty orientation (gives voice

to many parties involved in conflict)

P8. Nonpartisan (neutral, not taking sides)

P9. Win-win orientation (many goals and issues, solution-
oriented)

P10. Stays on and reports aftermath: the reconstruction,
rehabilitation, & implementation of peace treaty

Language-based framings

Language-based framings

W11. Uses victimizing language (e.g., destitute, devastated,
defenseless, pathetic, tragic, demoralized) that tells only
what has been done to people

W12. Uses demonizing language (e.g., vicious, cruel,
brutal, barbaric, inhuman, tyrant, savage, ruthless, terrorist,
extremist, fanatic, fundamentalist)

W13. Uses emotive words, like genocide, assassination,
massacre, systematic (as in systematic raping or forcing
people from their homes)

P11. Avoids victimizing language, reports what has been
done and could be done by people, and how they are
coping

P12. Avoids demonizing language, uses
more precise descriptions, titles, or names

P13. Objective and moderate. Avoids emotive words.
Reserves the strongest language only for the gravest

situation. Does not exaggerate.

Appendix 2. Coding Schema for indicators/frames of PJ/WJ. Retrieved from Lee & Maslog
(2005). The letter attached to the number of the indicators (i.e., W and P) added by the author
of the current study. W represents a WJ indicator and P represents a PJ indicator.
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Appendix 3 -Textual Example of WJ/PJ indicators/frames

Some textual examples of indicators/frames of WJ and PJ extracted from analyzed articles
that were not the dominant frames and not given as examples in the Finding chapter are
mentioned here. The rest of the indicators are given textual examples in the body of the
Finding chapter.

W1 frame/indicator is when reporting is reactive, while P1 is present when reporting is
proactive. The former refers to reporting when it "waits for the war to break out, before
reporting" (Lee & Maslog, 2005), while the latter anticipates and starts reporting before the
war breaks out. This criterion could not be traced in an individual article since it is more the
case when considering long-term reporting and the average journalistic practice.

W2 frame refers to reporting on the visible effects of war, while P2 refers to invisible ones
(culture, society, etc.). One of the BBC Persian's articles (B-4) involves a visible reporting,
explaining that "more than a third of Yemen's grain needs come from Ukraine - the war has put
especially poor countries at risk of famine." This is a visible effect of the war (W2). Another
BBC Persian's article (B-5) includes the invisible effect when it reports that "British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has admitted that there is pressure and anxiety due to the consequences
of the war."

W10 refers to stopping the reporting when a treaty or agreement is achieved, while P10
continues on other subjects, such as reconstruction and rehabilitation in the aftermath. These
two were not found since none of the articles covered a long time before the 2020 conflict.

While W12 refers to demonizing language in the coverage, P12 refers to the avoidance of that.
As for W12, in B-6, it is reported that "Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky says about
Russia's gas issue that it's just a "gas blackmail" against Europe." In I-5, it is said that
"[p]reviously, Ukraine has accused Russia of stealing and selling its grain." This demonizes
language when it points to one actor's act as if stealing something. For P12, in BBC Persian's
article on April 2022, it is said that "[s]imultaneously with the meeting between Mr. Guterres
and Mr. Lavrov, a meeting of the Ukrainian defense advisory group was held at the Ramstein
Air Base in Germany, chaired by Lloyd Austin, the US Secretary of Defense." Here, all are
named in official and precise names and positions, and no demonizing language is used.

While W13 pertains to emotive language usage in the reporting, P13 avoids doing as such and
instead provides objective and moderate wording. As for emotive language (W13), in B-1, it is
reported that "[r]ecent events have marked the darkest moments for European leaders since
1940" (emphasis added), and "Mark Milley, one of the US military officials, says that the size
of the Russian military forces indicates a "terrible" scenario that extends to the conflict in
densely populated urban areas" (emphasis from the article). As can be seen here, even an
emphasis is added to the emotive language. On the other hand, for P13, and usage of non-
emotive language, in -4, it is reported that "[t]he war in Ukraine is slowly approaching its third
month, and there is no sign of a definite military victory for either side, and there is no way to
end the war." Although this is a sad story to be told, it is explained in a non-emotive way (P13).
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