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european demonstrations in a time of 
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Introduction 

)RU� PDQ\� GHFDGHV�� WKH� UROH� RI� ³WKH� VRFLDO´� IRU� LJQLWLQJ� DQG� VKDSLQJ� SROLWLFDO� 
SURWHVWV� KDV� EHHQ� JLYHQ� OLWWOH� DWWHQWLRQ� LQ� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW� UHVHDUFK�� )RU� WKH� 
VRFLDO� WKHRULVWV� WKDW� FRLQHG� WKH� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW� FRQFHSW� GXULQJ� WKH� QLQHWHHQWK� 
FHQWXU\��WKH�FRQÀLFWV�DQG�GLYLVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�VRFLDO�FODVVHV�GXULQJ�FDSLWDOLVP�ZHUH� 
FHQWUDO�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�SROLWLFV�DQG�PRELOL]DWLRQV� �H�J��6RPEDUW������������YRQ� 
6WHLQ� ������������ ³7KH� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW´²LQ� VLQJXODU²ZDV� HTXLYDOHQW� ZLWK� 
WKH� :RUNHUV¶� PRYHPHQW�� DQG� KRZ� LWV� WUDGH� XQLRQV� DQG� SDUWLHV� FODLPHG� JUHDWHU� 
HFRQRPLF� HTXDOLW\� DQG� SROLWLFDO� ULJKWV��7KH� WKHRULHV� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH� ³QHZ� VRFLDO� 
PRYHPHQWV´�WKDW�HPHUJHG�GXULQJ�WKH�����V�GLVFXVVHG�FODVV�IURP�D�GLIIHUHQW�DQJOH�� 
7KHVH� PRYHPHQWV� ZHUH� UDWKHU� VHHQ� DV� KDYLQJ� D� ¿UP� PLGGOH�FODVV� EDVH�� ZKLOH� 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�PRELOL]DWLRQ�ZDV�FODLPHG�WR�EH�LQ�GHFOLQH� �H�J��(GHU�������7RXUDLQH�
������������7KH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�FODVV�GLG�KRZHYHU�ZDQH²D�GHYHORSPHQW�UHÀHFWLQJ�D� 
JHQHUDO�ODFN�RI�LQWHUHVW�ZLWKLQ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�VWXGLHV�LQ�KRZ�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI� 
FDSLWDOLVP�DIIHFW�SURWHVWV� �+HWODQG�DQG�*RRGZLQ��������4XLWH�RIWHQ��VRFLDO�FODVV� 
LV� WRGD\� UHJDUGHG� DV� D� IDFWRU� KDYLQJ� OLWWOH� H[SODQDWRU\� YDOXH� IRU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� 
PRELOL]DWLRQV� DQG� SURWHVWV�� :KHQ� FODVV� LV� GLVFXVVHG� WRGD\�� LW� LV� DOPRVW� RQO\� 
UHJDUGLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV¶� HGXFDWLRQDO� OHYHO�� ,W� KDV� LQGHHG� RIWHQ� EHHQ� VKRZQ� WKDW� 
XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWHG�SHRSOH�DUH�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�VWUHHW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� 
�H�J��9DQ�$HOVW�DQG�:DOJUDYH��������EXW�DV�ZH�ZLOO�VHH�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��HGXFDWLRQ� 
GRHVQ¶W�WHOO�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�FODVV� 

'XULQJ�ODWHU�\HDUV��PDQ\�ORQJVWDQGLQJ�GHPRFUDFLHV�KDYH�ZLWQHVVHG�QRYHO�IRUPV� 
RI�PRELOL]DWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�FDVW�QHZ�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�VRFLDO�FODVV�IRU�SROLWLFDO� 
SURWHVWV��7KH�ZDYH�RI�SURWHVWV�GXULQJ�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\�RIWHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� 
WKH� JOREDO� MXVWLFH� PRYHPHQW� ZHUH� RIWHQ� VHHQ� DV� EULQJLQJ� WRJHWKHU� ³QHZ� VRFLDO� 
PRYHPHQWV´�ZLWK�WKH�³ROG´�WUDGH�XQLRQV�WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�PRELOL]HG�WKH�ZRUNLQJ� 
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FODVV�� WR� FRPPRQO\� DGGUHVV� WKH� ³VRFLDO� TXHVWLRQ´� RQ� D� JOREDO� VFDOH� �H�J�� GHOOD� 
3RUWD�������:HQQHUKDJ��������6LQFH�WKH�JOREDO�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�LQ������ZH�KDYH� 
IXUWKHUPRUH�ZLWQHVVHG�D�QHZ�ZDYH�RI�SURWHVWV�WDUJHWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�IRU� 
WKHLU�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�Indignados�DQG�WKH�³2FFXS\´�SURWHVWV� 
KDYH�EHHQ�WUHDWHG�DV�SULPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKHVH�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�PRELOL]DWLRQV��ERWK�LQ� 
WKH�PHGLD�DQG�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV��2WKHU�VFKRODUV�KDYH�KRZHYHU�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�WKH� 
WUDGH�XQLRQV�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW�DV�FHQWUDO�IRU�WKH�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�PRELOL]DWLRQV��PDQ\�WLPHV� 
VWDJLQJ�WKH�SURWHVWV�WKDW�DWWUDFWHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHUV�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV� $FFRUQHUR� 
DQG�3LQWR�������GHOOD�3RUWD��0RVFD�DQG�3DUNV������� 

6WUHHW� SURWHVW� DUH� VRPHWLPHV� VHHQ� DV� WKH� IRUHPRVW� SROLWLFDO� ³ZHDSRQ� RI� WKH� 
ZHDN´� �6FKOR]PDQ�� 9HUED� DQG� %UDG\� ������ ������ H[SUHVVLQJ� D� TXLWH� FODVVLFDO� 
QRWLRQ�RI�KRZ�VXERUGLQDWH�JURXSV�GHQLHG�DFFHVV�WR�FRQYHQWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�DUHQDV� 
FDQ� SRWHQWLDOO\� DFKLHYH� VRFLDO� FKDQJH� WKURXJK� SURWHVW� DFWLYLWLHV�� )ROORZLQJ� WKLV� 
YLHZ��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DULVHV�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�WKH�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV��DGGUHVVLQJ�³WKH� 
VRFLDO�TXHVWLRQ´�RI�RXU�WLPH²L�H���GHPDQGV�IRU�JUHDWHU�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�SROLWLFDO� 
LQFOXVLRQ²DWWUDFW�FLWL]HQV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�³ORZHU´�FODVVHV�WR�D�KLJKHU�GHJUHH�WKDQ� 
RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��2U��GR�WKHVH�SURWHVWV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�W\SH�RI�PLGGOH� 
FODVV�EDVH�DV�WKH�³QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV´" 

,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU��ZH�ZLOO�WKHUHIRUH�FRPSDUH�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�IRXU�W\SHV� 
RI�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV²2FFXS\�Indignados��WUDGH�XQLRQ��0D\�'D\�DQG� 
RWKHU�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV²ZLWK�³QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW´�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��7KLV� 
ZLOO� DOORZ�XV� WR��¿UVWO\�� VFUXWLQL]H�ZKHWKHU� FRQWHPSRUDU\� DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV� 
DWWUDFW� PRUH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� IURP� WKH� ORZHU� FODVVHV²LQ� SDUWLFXODU� WKH� ZRUNLQJ� 
FODVV²WKDQ� IURP� WKH� XSSHU� VWUDWD�� 6LQFH� DXVWHULW\� SROLFLHV� WHQG� WR� DIIHFW� WKH� 
JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�GLIIHUHQWO\��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�ZRUVHQ�WKH�VRFLDO�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU� 
WKH�ORZHU�FODVVHV��LW�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�VHH�ZKHWKHU�WKHVH�SROLFLHV�PRELOL]H�WKH� 
JURXSV�WKDW�DUH�SULPDULO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKHP��,Q�WKLV�FRPSDULVRQ��ZH�ZLOO�H[SORUH�DQG� 
DQDO\]H�VXUYH\�GDWD�IURP����GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�FROOHFWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURJUDP� 
³&DXJKW�LQ�WKH�$FW�RI�3URWHVW��&RQWH[WXDOL]LQJ�&RQWHVWDWLRQ´� �&&&���6HFRQGO\��ZH� 
will use the same data to examine the impact of social class on political attitudes 
DPRQJ�SURWHVWHUV��IRFXVLQJ�LVVXHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW� 
IHZ�\HDUV¶�ZDYH�RI�SURWHVW��GHHSHQLQJ�VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLW\��ZHOIDUH�SULYDWL]DWLRQ��DQG� 
GLVWUXVW�LQ�SROLWLFDO�HOLWHV��7KLV�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�VFUXWLQL]H�WR�ZKLFK�GHJUHH� 
WKH�³IUDPLQJ´�RI�WKH�SURWHVWV�SRVVLEO\�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV¶�DWWLWXGHV� 
WRZDUGV�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�WKHLU�JRYHUQPHQWV²RU�LI�WKH� 
DWWLWXGHV�RI� WKH�SURWHVWHUV�DUH�EHVW�H[SODLQHG�E\� WKHLU� LQGLYLGXDO� VRFLDO�FODVV��RU� 
even the national context in which the demonstration takes place. 

6RFLDO�FODVV�ZLOO�EH�PHDVXUHG�LQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��)LUVW��ZLWK�WKH�UHFHQWO\� 
developed occupation-based oesch class scheme, in which class is conceptualized 
DV� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� ³REMHFWLYH´� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ODERU� PDUNHW�� 6HFRQGO\�� ZH� ZLOO� 
IRFXV�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�VHOI�FDWHJRUL]DWLRQV�RI�ZKLFK�FODVV�WKH\�EHORQJ�WR��L�H��WKHLU�FODVV� 
LGHQWLW\��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�WKH�³VXEMHFWLYH´�VLGH�RI�FODVV��2XU�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�DOVR� 
VKRZ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�PHULWV�RI�WKHVH�WZR�FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQV�RI�FODVV�IRU�DQDO\]LQJ� 
political protests. 
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Earlier research on Social Class and Protest Participation 

Measuring Social Class 

)RU�ERWK�0DU[�DQG�:HEHU²WZR�RI� WKH�PRVW� LQÀXHQWLDO�HDUO\� WKHRULVWV�RI�VRFLDO� 
FODVV²WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� HPSOR\PHQW� VLWXDWLRQ� ZDV� FHQWUDO� IRU� FRQFHSWXDOL]LQJ� 
FODVV�� )RU� 0DU[�� FODVVHV� H[LVWHG� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� HDFK� RWKHU�� DV� D� FRQVHTXHQFH� RI�
WKH� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� WKH� RZQHUV� RI� WKH� PHDQV� RI� SURGXFWLRQ� the bourgeoisie, 
L�H��WKH�HPSOR\HUV��DQG�WKH�RZQHUV�RI�ODERU�SRZHU� the proletariat��L�H��WKH�ZDJH� 
ODERUHUV��� :HEHU� ������������ ����� LQVWHDG� VDZ� FODVV� DV� D� ³PDUNHW� VLWXDWLRQ�´� 
)RU�KLP��VSHFL¿F�JURXSV¶�FRPPRQ�VLWXDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODERU�PDUNHW²FKDUDFWHUL]HG� 
E\� GLIIHUHQW� OHYHOV� RI� UHZDUG� DQG� RSSRUWXQLW\²EURXJKW� GLIIHUHQW� FODVVHV� LQWR� 
H[LVWHQFH��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�PHULW�ZDV�VHHQ�E\�:HEHU�DV�ZD\V�WKURXJK� 
ZKLFK�FORVXUH�DQG�DFFHVV�ZDV�FUHDWHG� WR� VSHFL¿F�SRVLWLRQV�RQ� WKH� ODERU�PDUNHW� 
�H�J��&URPSWRQ�������:ULJKW�������� ,Q�SUDFWLFH�� WKLV�PHDQW� WKDW�ZKHQ�VWXG\LQJ� 
FODVV�:HEHU�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�PDLQ�GLYLGLQJ�OLQH�WR�EH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUNLQJ� 
FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RI�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV��6XEVHTXHQWO\�� 
KH�VXEGLYLGHG�WKH�HQWLUH�FODVV�RI�ZDJH�ODERUHUV�WKDW�0DU[�KDG�VHHQ�DV�SRWHQWLDOO\� 
XQLWHG�E\�WKHLU�FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVWV�vis-à-vis WKH�HPSOR\HUV� 

)RU�0DU[��WKH�FODVV�FRQFHSW�ZDV�IXUWKHUPRUH�FRQQHFWHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�DFWLRQ��DV� 
he also saw classes as potential political actors. Weber instead made a distinction 
EHWZHHQ� ³FODVV�´� ³VWDWXV´� DQG� ³SDUW\´� ZKHQ� GLVFXVVLQJ� VRFLDO� JURXS� IRUPDWLRQ� 
DQG� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�� FODLPLQJ� WKDW� HFRQRPLF� FODVV� UHDOLWLHV� KDG� WR� EH� DQDO\WLFDOO\� 
VHSDUDWHG�IURP�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ERWK�SUHVWLJH�OLIHVW\OH�DQG�SRZHU�SROLWLFV� 

6LQFH� WKH� HDUO\� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\�� VWDWLVWLFDO� DJHQFLHV� KDYH� DJJUHJDWHG� 
HPSOR\PHQW� GDWD� LQWR� URXJK� ³FODVV� VFKHPHV�´� 2QH� RI� WRGD\¶V� PRVW� LQÀXHQWLDO� 
HPSOR\PHQW�EDVHG� FODVV� VFKHPHV� LV� -RKQ� *ROGWKRUSH¶V�� ¿UVW� XVHG� LQ� HPSLULFDO� 
VWXGLHV�LQ�WKH�8.�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�RIWHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�(ULNVVRQ�*ROGWKRUSH� 
3RUWRFDUHUR�� RU� (*3�� VFKHPH� �&URPSWRQ� ������1� *ROGWKRUSH¶V� PDLQO\� :HEHU� 
LQVSLUHG�VFKHPH�GH¿QHV�FODVV�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�UHODWLRQV��7KH� 
EDVLF�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�HPSOR\HUV��VHOI�HPSOR\HG�DQG�HPSOR\HHV�LV�FRPELQHG� 
ZLWK� D� QRWLRQ� RI� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� HPSOR\PHQW� FRQWUDFWV�� 7KH� FDWHJRU\� RI� 
HPSOR\HHV²FRYHULQJ� WKH� YDVW� PDMRULW\� LQ� GHYHORSHG� FRXQWULHV²LV� VXEGLYLGHG� 
LQWR�WZR�LGHDO�FRQWUDFW�W\SHV��VHUYLFH�FRQWUDFW�DQG�ODERU�FRQWUDFW��7KH�ODWWHU�PHDQV� 
WKDW�ZRUN� LV�HDVLO\�PRQLWRUHG�DQG�KDV�D�UHODWLYHO\� ORZ�GHJUHH�RI�UHTXLUHG�VNLOOV� 
DQG�H[SHUWLVH��ZKLOH�WKH�RSSRVLWH�LV�WUXH�IRU�WKH�VHUYLFH�FRQWUDFW� �*ROGWKRUSH������� 
������7KH�VHUYLFH�FRQWUDFW�LV�SUHGRPLQDQW�ZLWKLQ�PLGGOH�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV��ZKLOH� 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV�W\SLFDOO\�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�ODERU�FRQWUDFW�� 

$� PRGL¿HG� YHUVLRQ� RI� WKH� (*3� VFKHPH� KDV� EHHQ� FUHDWHG� E\� 'DQLHO� 2HVFK� 
����D�� ����E��� ZLWK� WKH� DPELWLRQ� WR� WDNH� FRQWHPSRUDU\� FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH� 

1)RU�H[DPSOH��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�(*3�VFKHPH��WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ¶V�VWDWLVWLFDO�DJHQF\� 
(XURVWDW�UHFHQWO\�GHYHORSHG�D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�FODVV�VFKHPH�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDUDWLYH�XVH�� 
WKH�(XURSHDQ�6RFLRHFRQRPLF�&ODVVL¿FDWLRQ��(6H&���+DUULVRQ�DQG�5RVH������� 
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HPSOR\PHQW�VWUXFWXUH�LQWR�DFFRXQW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�2HVFK��WKUHH�ODERU�PDUNHW�WUHQGV� 
KDYH�RXWGDWHG�WKH�(*3�VFKHPH��WKH�sector-shift�RI�WKH�HFRQRP\�HQWDLOLQJ�D�VKLIW� 
IURP� PDQXIDFWXULQJ� WR� VHUYLFHV�� WKH� gender-shift� IROORZLQJ� ZRPHQ¶V� LQFUHDVHG� 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� SDLG� HPSOR\PHQW�� DQG� WKH� education-shift� FDXVHG� E\� ULVLQJ� 
HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHOV� �2HVFK�����D�������7KH�UHVXOW�LV�D�VZHOOLQJ�PLGGOH�FODVV�WKDW�WKH� 
(*3�VFKHPH�FDQQRW�KDQGOH�SURSHUO\��:KHUHDV�(*3�RQO\�KDV�D�VLQJOH�KLHUDUFKLFDO� 
dimension of service and labor contract, the oesch class scheme introduces an 
DGGLWLRQDO�KRUL]RQWDO�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUN�ORJLFV��7KHVH�DUH�WKH� 
organizational, the technical and the interpersonal�ZRUN�ORJLF��7KH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG� 
DQG� WKH� HPSOR\HUV� DUH� WKRXJKW� RI� DV� LQVWDQFHV� RI� D� IRXUWK� independent work 
ORJLF� �2HVFK�����D�������%HKLQG�WKLV�GLYLVLRQ�LQWR�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUN�ORJLFV�OLHV�WKH� 
DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�HPSOR\HHV¶�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFHV�GLIIHUV�RYHUDOO�EHWZHHQ�HFRQRPLF� 
VHFWRUV�� DQG� WKDW� VXFK� GLIIHULQJ� H[SHULHQFHV� WHQGV� WR� VKDSH� WKH� HPSOR\HHV¶� 
SROLWLFDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�RULHQWDWLRQV� �2HVFK�����E������D���)RU�LQVWDQFH��PDQDJHULDO� 
RFFXSDWLRQV�DUH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�ZRUN�ORJLF��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW� 
WKH\�SULPDULO\�FDUU\�RXW�RUGHUV�ZLWKLQ�D�EXUHDXFUDWLF�VHWWLQJ�WKDW�YDOXH�KLHUDUFKLHV� 
DQG� RUJDQL]DWLRQDO� OR\DOW\�� 2FFXSDWLRQV� VWUXFWXUHG� E\� DQ� LQWHUSHUVRQDO� VHUYLFH� 
ORJLF²H�J��WHDFKHUV�DQG�PHGLFDO�GRFWRUV²DUH�LQ�FRQWUDVW�PRUH�RIWHQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH� 
HPSOR\HHV¶�PRUH�DXWRQRPRXV�UROH�DQG�WKHLU�QHHG�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKHLU�³FOLHQWV´�LQ� 
a less hierarchical fashion. 

7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�FODVV�VFKHPH�FRQVLVWV�RI����FODVVHV�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�FROODSVHG�LQWR� 
DQ���FODVV�YHUVLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKH�IRXU�FODVVHV�EHORQJLQJ�WR� WKH� LQWHUSHUVRQDO� 
ZRUN� ORJLF� DUH� FROODSVHG� LQWR� WZR�� FRPELQLQJ� VNLOOHG� DQG� XQVNLOOHG� VHUYLFH� 
ZRUNHUV� LQWR� RQH� FODVV� �L�H�� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� RFFXSDWLRQV��� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� 
VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV��L�H��PLGGOH�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV��LQWR�DQRWKHU� 

+RZHYHU�� IRU� RXU� SUHVHQW� SXUSRVHV� ZH� GHSDUW� VOLJKWO\� IURP� 2HVFK� LQ� 
FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D���FODVV�VFKHPH��:H�XVH�WKH�VWDQGDUG�FROODSVHG���FODVV�PRGHO��EXW� 
GR�QRW�FROODSVH� WKH� WZR�LQGHSHQGHQW�ZRUN� ORJLF�FODVVHV�RI� ODUJH�HPSOR\HUV�DQG� 
VHOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQWR�RQH�DJJUHJDWH�FODVV��7KH�FODVV�RI�VHOI�HPSOR\HG� 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�LV�PDGH�XS�QRW�RQO\�RI�FODVVLF�SURIHVVLRQDOV�OLNH�PHGLFDO�GRFWRUV�RU� 
ODZ\HUV��EXW� WR�D� ODUJH�H[WHQW�DOVR�RI�RFFXSDWLRQV� OLNH� IUHHODQFH� MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG� 
DUWLVW�� ,W�FRXOG�EH�DUJXHG� WKDW� LQ� WLPHV�RI�JURZLQJ� ODERU�PDUNHW� LQVHFXULW\��VHOI� 
HPSOR\PHQW�LQFUHDVLQJO\�EHFRPHV�D�QHFHVVDU\�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�UHJXODU�HPSOR\PHQW�� 
'XULQJ� VXFK� FRQGLWLRQV�� WKH� PDUNHW� SRVLWLRQ� RI� H�J�� IUHH�ODQFH� MRXUQDOLVWV� ZLOO� 
GLIIHU� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� IURP� WKDW�RI� ODUJH�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�PDQDJHUV��6LQFH�ZH�VWXG\� 
SURWHVWV�ZKHUH�WKH�LVVXH�RI�ODERU�PDUNHW�LQVHFXULW\�KDV�EHHQ�FHQWUDO��LW�WKXV�VHHPV� 
ZDUUDQWHG�WR�NHHS�WKHVH�WZR�FODVVHV�VHSDUDWH�LQ�WKH�DQDO\WLFDO�VFKHPH��7DEOH����� 
shows the 9-class version of the oesch scheme. 
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Table 4.1 Oesch class scheme, 9-class version 

Interpersonal 
service work logic 

socio-cultural 
professionals and 

semi-professionals 

Medical doctors, 
social workers, 

teachers 

service workers 

Children’s 
nurses, home 

helpers, cooks, 
waiters, telephone 

salespersons 

Employees 

Technical work 
logic 

technical 
professionals and 

semi-professionals 

Computing 
professionals, 

architects, 
mechanical 
engineers 

Production workers 

Assemblers, 
carpenters, 
machinery 

mechanics, bus 
drivers 

Organizational 
work logic 

+LJKHU�JUDGH�DQG� 
DVVRFLDWH�PDQDJHUV� 
and administrators 

Financial 
managers, 

managers in small 
¿UPV��SXEOLF� 

administrators 

2I¿FH�FOHUNV 

Bank tellers, mail 
sorting clerks, 
VHFUHWDULHV��¿UH� 

¿JKWHUV 

Self-employed 

Independent work 
logic 

/DUJH�HPSOR\HUV 

Business owners, 
department managers 

(10 or more employees) 

self-
HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV 

Self-employed 
MRXUQDOLVWV��GRFWRUV� 

and lawyers 

small business owners 

Farmers, hairdressers, 
shopkeepers, 
lorry drivers 

(less than 9 or no 
employees) 

$SDUW� IURP� WKH� RIWHQ� :HEHU�LQVSLUHG� UHVHDUFK� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� 
HPSOR\PHQW� VLWXDWLRQ�� FODVV� LV� VRPHWLPHV� DOVR� PHDVXUHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 
LQGLYLGXDO¶V�VXEMHFWLYH�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�FODVV��L�H��class identity—which does 
QRW�QHHG�WR�FRLQFLGH�ZLWK�KHU�RU�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODERU�PDUNHW� �&LJpKQ�HW�DO�������� 
&URPSWRQ��������7KLV�DSSURDFK�IRFXVHV� WKH�³VXEMHFWLYH´�DVSHFW�RI�VRFLDO�FODVV�� 
DQG� LQ� WHUPV�RI�:HEHU¶V� FRQFHSWV� IRU� VRFLDO� JURXS� IRUPDWLRQ� DQG� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�� 
FODVV� LGHQWLW\� UHPLQGV�PRUH�RI�KLV�³VWDWXV´�FRQFHSW�� ,W� LV�ZRUWK� WR�PHQWLRQ� WKDW� 
FODVV�LGHQWLW\�RQO\�UHJDUGV�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLDO�FODVVHV� 
DQG�EHORQJLQJ�WR�RQH�RI� WKHVH��7KLV�GLVWLQJXLVKHV� LW� IURP�0DU[¶V�PRUH�SROLWLFDO� 
DSSURDFK� WR� WKH� VXEMHFWLYH� VLGH� RI� FODVV�� ZKLFK� KH� PDLQO\� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WHUPV� 
of class consciousness��ZKLFK�H[SUHVV�D� IXUWKHU�EHOLHI� WKDW�RQH¶V�RZQ�FODVV�KDV� 
different and opposite interests vis-à-vis�RWKHU�FODVVHV��2VNDUVRQ����������±����� 

if the class position is either seen as a position in the occupational structure 
RU�WKH�VXEMHFWLYH�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�FODVV��KRZ�FDQ�WKHVH�FDWHJRUL]DWLRQV�RI�FODVV�WKHQ� 
EH� XVHG� ZKHQ� DQDO\]LQJ� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� SROLWLFDO� DWWLWXGHV"� :KHQ� LW� 
FRPHV�WR�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�SUHIHUHQFHV��2HVFK�KDV�IRU�H[DPSOH�XVHG�KLV�FODVV�VFKHPH� 
WR�VKRZ� WKDW�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZKRVH�HPSOR\PHQW� LV� VWUXFWXUHG�E\�DQ� LQWHUSHUVRQDO� 
ZRUN�ORJLF� �H�J��WHDFKHUV��VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV��PHGLFDO�GRFWRUV��VKRZ�D�JUHDWHU�VXSSRUW� 
IRU�OHIW�OLEHUWDULDQ�SDUWLHV�WKDQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�EHLQJ�VXEMHFW�WR�D�WHFKQLFDO�ZRUN� 
ORJLF� �H�J��PHFKDQLFDO�HQJLQHHUV��FRPSXWHU�SURIHVVLRQDOV��DUFKLWHFWV���ZKR�LQVWHDG� 
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PRUH�RIWHQ�VXSSRUW�FRQVHUYDWLYH�FHQWHU�ULJKW�SDUWLHV� �2HVFK�����D������E���2WKHU� 
scholars have instead claimed that political preferences are foremost shaped 
E\�FODVV� LGHQWLW\��QRW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V�SRVLWLRQ�RQ� WKH� ODERU�PDUNHW� �&LJpKQ�DQG� 
-RKDQVVRQ��������8VLQJ�D�FODVV�VFKHPH�VKRZLQJ�VLPLODULWLHV�ZLWK�2HVFK¶V��.ULHVL� 
�������DQDO\]HG�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�VKRZHG�WKDW�H�J�� 
WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�ZRPHQ¶V�PRYHPHQWV�DWWUDFWHG�PLGGOH�FODVV�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ� 
D�JUHDWHU�GHJUHH�WKDQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� 

7KHVH�GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�VRFLDO�FODVV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�ERWK�³REMHFWLYH´�DQG� 
³VXEMHFWLYH´�FODVV�PDWWHUV�IRU�SROLWLFDO�SUHIHUHQFHV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�EHKDYLRU��7KHVH� 
examples of earlier research have however never used these conceptualizations of 
FODVV�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SURWHVWV��RU� 
WR�H[SORUH�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�SURWHVWV� 

Protest Participation and Social Class 

:LWKLQ�UHVHDUFK�RQ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��LW�KDV�EHHQ�QRWHG�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�����V�� 
citizens in Western democracies have become more inclined to demonstrate 
LQ� RUGHU� WR� EULQJ� IRUZDUG� WKHLU� RSLQLRQV� �VHH� IRU� LQVWDQFH� 1RUULV� ������ 1RUULV�� 
:DOJUDYH�DQG�9DQ�$HOVW��������6WUHHW�SURWHVWV�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�PRUH�³QRUPDOL]HG´� 
ZD\�IRU�FLWL]HQV�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�SUHIHUHQFHV� �9DQ�$HOVW�DQG� 
:DOJUDYH��������7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�³QRUPDOL]DWLRQ´�DSSOLHV�WR�DOO�VRFLDO� 
JURXSV�� 7KH� UHVHDUFK� WKDW� ¿UVW� VFUXWLQL]HG� WKLV� LQ� D� V\VWHPDWLF� ZD\� FRQFOXGHG� 
WKDW�SURWHVWHUV�WR�D�ODUJHU�GHJUHH�ZHUH�\RXQJ��PHQ��DQG�KLJKO\�HGXFDWHG� 0DUFK� 
DQG� .DDVH� ������� 6XUYH\V� GXULQJ� WKH� ����V� DQG� ����V� KRZHYHU� VKRZHG� WKDW� 
GLIIHUHQFHV�GXH�WR�JHQGHU�DQG�DJH�KDYH�GHFUHDVHG��ZKLOH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ� 
VWLOO�SHUVLVW� �9DQ�$HOVW�DQG�:DOJUDYH�����������II���VHH�DOVR�9HUED��6FKOR]PDQ�DQG� 
%UDG\��������*LYHQ�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHO�DQG� 
KLV�RU�KHU�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FODVV�� WKLV�VXJJHVWV� WKDW�VRFLDO�FODVV�VWLOO�PDWWHUV� IRU� WKH� 
LQGLYLGXDO�FLWL]HQ¶V�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�VWUHHW�SURWHVWV��6XFK�FRQFOXVLRQV�DOVR�UHVRQDWH� 
ZLWK�WKH�VWXGLHV�UHJDUGLQJ�³QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV´�DV�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�D�³PLGGOH� 
FODVV�UDGLFDOLVP´��H�J��(GHU������� 

,W� WKXV�VHHPV�OLNH�D�IRUP�RI�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WKDW�HDUOLHU�ZDV�SULPDULO\� 
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH� ODERU�PRYHPHQW�DQG� WKH�PRELOL]DWLRQ�RI� WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�� 
LV�WRGD\�PRVWO\�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�D�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�PLGGOH�FODVV��$Q�$PHULFDQ�VWXG\� 
IURP� WKH� ����V� VWLOO� VKRZHG� WKDW� WKH� LQFOLQDWLRQ� WR� WDNH� SDUW� LQ� VWUHHW� SURWHVWV� 
LV� OHVV� DIIHFWHG� E\� LQGLYLGXDOV¶� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� FRPSDUHG� WR� RWKHU� IRUPV� RI� 
SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� �9HUED��6FKOR]PDQ�DQG�%UDG\��������,Q�WKH�IROORZ�XS�VWXG\� 
PDGH�LQ�WKH�����V�� WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�VWUHHW�SURWHVWV�DQG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI� 
SROLWLFDO� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� KDG� ZLGHQHG�� :KLOH� ³SROLWLFDO� LQHTXDOLW\´� LQ� JHQHUDO� KDV� 
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LQFUHDVHG�� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� WHQG� WR� HQJDJH� HTXDO� VKDUHV� RI� DOO� VRFLR�HFRQRPLF� 
JURXSV��6FKOR]PDQ��9HUED�DQG�%UDG\����������±���� 

7KHVH� HDUOLHU� DQDO\VHV� RI� SURWHVW� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� KDYH� KRZHYHU� PRVWO\� XVHG� 
HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHO�DV�D�SUR[\�IRU�VRFLDO�FODVV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�OHYHO�RI� 
HGXFDWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�D�SRZHUIXO�GHWHUPLQDQW�RI�KHU�RU�KLV�VRFLDO�FODVV²VLQFH�LW�TXDOL¿HV� 
WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�IRU�FHUWDLQ�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�D�KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�VWUXFWXUHG�ODERU�PDUNHW²WKH� 
DQDO\VHV�RQ�SURWHVW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�KDYH�YHU\�UDUHO\�VWXGLHG�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ� 
of demonstrations, or how class can account for differences in political attitudes 
DPRQJVW�SURWHVWHUV� �IRU�D�UHFHQW�H[FHSWLRQ��VHH�(JJHUW�DQG�*LXJQL��������7KLV�JRHV� 
ERWK�IRU�WKH�³REMHFWLYH´�VLGH�RI�FODVV²L�H��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ODERU� 
PDUNHW²DQG�WKH�³VXEMHFWLYH´�VLGH�RI�FODVV��L�H��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI� 
EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�FHUWDLQ��RU�QR��VRFLDO�FODVV� 

:KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� WKH� FODVV� FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI� DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV�� WKH� LVVXH� 
KDV� RQO\� EHHQ� WRXFKHG� XSRQ� LQ� D� QXPEHU� RI� UHFHQWO\� SXEOLVKHG� VWXGLHV�3 della 
3RUWD��0RVFD�DQG�3DUNV� �������SRLQW�WR�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�RI�UDQN�DQG�¿OH�ODERU� 
XQLRQV�DQG�ODERU�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH������DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV�LQ�,WDO\�DQG�UHSRUW�WKDW� 
DURXQG�RQH�WKLUG�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�ZHUH�LQLWLDWHG�E\�ZRUNHUV��,Q�&DVWDQHGD¶V� ������ 
portrait of the spanish Indignados� SURWHVWV� RI� ������ WKH� PRYHPHQW¶V� FRUH� RI� 
ZHOO�HGXFDWHG²EXW�XQHPSOR\HG²\RXWK� LV�QRWHG��7KLV� LPSUHVVLRQ� LV�FRQ¿UPHG� 
E\�D�VXUYH\�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�&DOYR� �������WKH�VDPH�\HDU��$QGXL]D��&ULVWDQFKR�DQG� 
6DEXFHGR� ������� KDYH� FRPSDUHG� WKH� Indignados� SURWHVWHUV� RI� WKH� ��0� SURWHVW� 
ZLWK� SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� �� RWKHU� 6SDQLVK� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� XVLQJ� WKH� VDPH�&&&� GDWD� 
DV�XV��DQG�IRXQG�WKDW� WKH�IRUPHU�ZHUH�PRUH�KLJKO\�HGXFDWHG�DQG�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR� 
EH�XQHPSOR\HG��7R�FRPSOHPHQW� WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�ZH�ZLOO�SURYLGH� 
D�PRUH� WKRURXJK�DQDO\VLV� WKDW� LQFOXGHV�D�ZLGHU� UDQJH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
SURWHVWV��DQG�VFUXWLQL]H� WKH� UROH�RI�ERWK�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FODVV�DQG�FODVV� LGHQWLW\� LQ� 
these protests. 

method and Data 

Survey Method and Data 

2XU� GDWD� FRQVLVWV� LQ� ������� UHVSRQGHQWV� WR� SURWHVW� VXUYH\V� GLVWULEXWHG� GXULQJ� 
��� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� LQ� �� (XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV� EHWZHHQ� 1RYHPEHU� ����� DQG� 0D\� 
1st�������DV�SDUW�RI� WKH�&&&�UHVHDUFK�SURJUDP��7R�H[SORUH�SRVVLEOH�GLIIHUHQFHV� 
EHWZHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SHV��7KH����GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�JURXSHG�LQWR���� 

�,Q� WKHLU� UHFHQW� VWXG\��6FKOR]PDQ��9HUED�DQG�%UDG\� �������DQDO\]H� WKH� LPSDFW�RI� 
³VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV�´�ZKLFK�LV�D�MRLQW�PHDVXUH�IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�HGXFDWLRQDO�OHYHO�DQG� 
IDPLO\�LQFRPH� 

33HWHUVRQ�� :DKOVWU|P� DQG� :HQQHUKDJ� �IRUWKFRPLQJ�� KRZHYHU� GLVFXVV� WKH� FODVV� 
FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� VRPH� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� SURWHVWV� LQ� IRXU� (XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV�� XVLQJ� WKH� VDPH� 
CCC data as this chapter. 



 

 

�� Austerity and Protest 

VXE�FDWHJRULHV��7KLV�FDWHJRUL]DWLRQ�ZDV�PDLQO\�GRQH�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�LVVXH�RI� 
the demonstrations, but we did also take into consideration whether the protest 
RUJDQL]HUV�EHORQJ�WR�D�VSHFL¿F�PRYHPHQW�RU�D�EURDGHU�PRYHPHQW�VHFWRU��7KH���� 
VXE�FDWHJRULHV� ZHUH� IXUWKHUPRUH� FRPELQHG� LQWR� WKUHH� EURDGHU� FDWHJRULHV�� anti-
austerity, new social movement, and other�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� �IRU�DQ�RYHUYLHZ��VHH� 
WDEOH�LQ�$SSHQGL[���6LQFH�WKH�PDLQ�DLP�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�LV�WR�IRFXV�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV� 
RI� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� SURWHVWV�� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� ZLOO� RQO\� EH� DQDO\]HG� 
WKURXJK�WKHLU�WZR�EURDGHU�FDWHJRULHV� 

7KH� VXUYH\HG� anti-austerity� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� DUH� DQDO\]HG� DV� IRXU� VHSDUDWH� 
VXE�FDWHJRULHV��)LUVW��WKUHH�2FFXS\�Indignados demonstrations, held under these 
EDQQHUV�LQ������LQ�/RQGRQ��0DGULG�DQG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��6HFRQGO\��DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� VWDJHG� E\� WUDGH� XQLRQV�� 7KLUGO\�� RWKHU� W\SHV� RI� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� WKDW� GR� QRW� ¿W� LQWR� WKH� WZR� DERYH�PHQWLRQHG� FDWHJRULHV�� 7KLV� 
SULPDULO\�LQFOXGHV�VWXGHQWV¶�SURWHVWV�DJDLQVW�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��LQ�WKH�8.�DQG�WKH� 
1HWKHUODQGV��$V�RXU�IRXUWK�FDWHJRU\��ZH�KDYH�FKRVHQ�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� 
7KLV� PD\� QRW� EH� REYLRXV�� EXW� DV� KDV� EHHQ� VKRZQ� E\� 3HWHUVRQ��:DKOVWU|P� DQG� 
:HQQHUKDJ� �IRUWKFRPLQJ��LQ�DQ�DQDO\VLV�XVLQJ�&&&�GDWD��DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPDQGV� 
KDYH�GRPLQDWHG�(XURSHDQ�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�VLQFH�������'HVSLWH�WKH�IDFW� 
WKDW�DOO����0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��EXW�IRXU� ��ZHUH�SULPDULO\�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WUDGH� 
XQLRQV�� ZH� KDYH� FKRVHQ� QRW� WR� FDWHJRUL]H� WKHP� DV� ³WUDGH� XQLRQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\�´� 
VLQFH� WKLV� DQQXDOO\� RFFXUULQJ� PDUFK� LV� SUREDEOH� WR� GLVSOD\� RWKHU� PRELOL]DWLRQ� 
SDWWHUQV� WKDQ� WKH� WUDGH�XQLRQ�SURWHVWV� WKDW� DGGUHVV� VSHFL¿F�DQWL�DXVWHULW\� LVVXHV�� 
PDQ\�WLPHV�DW�D�YHU\�VKRUW�QRWLFH��,Q� WRWDO�����DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DUH� 
LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV��RI�ZKLFK�D�PDMRULW\�ZDV�VWDJHG�E\�WUDGH�XQLRQV� 

7KH� FDWHJRU\� ³QHZ� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV´� LV� PDGH� XS� RI� ��� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�DQWL�UDFLVW��HQYLURQPHQWDO��SHDFH��/*%7��DQG�ZRPHQ¶V� 
ULJKWV� LVVXHV�� 7KH� FDWHJRU\� ³RWKHU� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV´� LV� PDGH� XS� RI� ��� SURWHVWV� 
DGGUHVVLQJ�VXFK�GLYHUVH�LVVXHV�DV�DQWL�DERUWLRQ��DQWL�FRUUXSWLRQ��DQWL�UHJLRQDOLVP�� 
UHJLRQDOLVP��GHPRFUDF\� �RIWHQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�XSFRPLQJ�RU�SDVW�HOHFWLRQV���DQG�RQH� 
WUDGH�XQLRQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� WKDW�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D� VSHFL¿F�DQWL�DXVWHULW\� IRFXV��7KH� 
FRXQWULHV� IURP� ZKLFK� ZH� XVH� GDWD� DUH� %HOJLXP�� WKH� &]HFK� 5HSXEOLF�� ,WDO\�� WKH� 
1HWKHUODQGV��6SDLQ��6ZLW]HUODQG��6ZHGHQ��DQG�WKH�8.��7KH�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�$SSHQGL[� 
VKRZV�KRZ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV²GLYLGHG�LQWR�WKH�WKUHH�EURDGHU� 
FDWHJRULHV�DQG�WKH����VXE�FDWHJRULHV²DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV��DQG�DOVR� 
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV� IRU�HDFK�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� W\SH�DQG�FRXQWU\�� ,Q� WKH� IROORZLQJ� 
DQDO\VLV��VL[�FDWHJRULHV�RI�SURWHVWV�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�� WKH�IRXU� W\SHV�RI�anti-austerity 
demonstrations, new social movements, and other demonstrations. 

)XUWKHUPRUH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPSDUH�WKH�VRFLDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&&&�VXUYH\HG� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��ZH�KDYH�XVHG�GDWD� IRU� WKH�UHOHYDQW� 

�7KHVH� IRXU� FDVHV� ZHUH� WKUHH� 0D\� 'D\� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� RUJDQL]HG� E\� WKH� /HIW� 
3DUW\�LQ�6ZHGHQ������������DQG������DQG�RQH�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH� 
&]HFK�&RPPXQLVW�3DUW\�LQ�������(YHQ�WKRXJK�QR�WUDGH�XQLRQV�ZHUH�DPRQJVW�WKH�RI¿FLDO� 
RUJDQL]HUV��PDQ\�WUDGH�XQLRQ�DFWLYLVWV�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKHVH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� 
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FRXQWULHV� IURP�WKH������(XURSHDQ�6RFLDO�6XUYH\�5RXQG��� �(66���DQG�UHOHYDQW� 
URXQGV�RI�WKH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\� �:96���7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�VHH�ZKHWKHU�WKH� 
FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI� WKH�GLIIHUHQW� W\SHV�RI�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�PRUH�RI� OHVV� 
PLUURU�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�WKXV�JHW�LQGLFDWLRQV�IRU�ZKHWKHU�FHUWDLQ�FODVVHV� 
are over- or underrepresented in the protests. 

Class Variables and Dependent Variables 

,Q�RUGHU�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�YDULDEOH�IRU�WKH�SURWHVWHUV¶�SODFHPHQW�LQ�WKH�2HVFK���FODVV� 
VFKHPH�� ZH� KDYH� XVHG� DYDLODEOH� &&&� GDWD� DERXW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDOV¶� HPSOR\PHQW� 
VWDWXV� �HPSOR\HU�� VHOI�HPSOR\HG� RU� HPSOR\HH��� RFFXSDWLRQ� DQG� VXSHUYLVRU\� 
status.� since labor market position determines class position in the oesch class 
VFKHPH��D�FHQWUDO�FRQFHUQ�LV�KRZ�WR�WUHDW�LQGLYLGXDOV�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�6 

6LQFH�ZH�ZDQW�WR�LQFOXGH�ERWK�XQHPSOR\HG�DQG�SHQVLRQHUV�ZKHQ�DQDO\]LQJ�FODVV�� 
ZH� KDYH� FKRVHQ� WR� LQFOXGH� HYHU\RQH� GLVUHJDUGLQJ� DJH� RU� FXUUHQW� HPSOR\PHQW� 
VWDWXV��7KH� XQHPSOR\HG� DUH� WKXV� FRGHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKHLU� ODVW� SDLG� MRE��7R� EH� 
DEOH�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�IXOO�WLPH�VWXGHQWV²ZKLFK�SUHYLRXV� 
VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WR�EH�FHQWUDO�IRU� WKH�2FFXS\�Indignados protests—we have 
IXUWKHUPRUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�DQ�H[WUD� WHQWK�³FODVV´�RI�VWXGHQWV�� the data used from 
WKH�(XURSHDQ�6RFLDO�6XUYH\�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRGHG�LQWR�DQ�2HVFK���YDULDEOH�XVLQJ�WKH� 
same procedure as with the CCC data.8�7KH�YDULDEOH�IRU�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�LV�GHULYHG� 
IURP�DQ�LGHQWLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�SRVHG�LQ�ERWK�WKH�&&&�DQG�WKH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\� 

7KH�WKUHH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�DQDO\]HG�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU¶V�UHJUHVVLRQV�DUH�WZR� 
LWHPV� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� UHVSRQGHQW¶V� OHYHO� RI� DJUHHPHQW� WR� WZR� VWDWHPHQWV� DERXW� 
whether the state should redistribute incomes, and whether the state should 
SULYDWL]H� SXEOLF� HQWHUSULVHV�� DQG� RQH� LWHP� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� UHVSRQGHQW¶V� OHYHO� RI� 
WUXVW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� 

�)RU�D�GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRGLQJ�SURFHVV�DQG�WKH�YDULDEOHV�XVHG��VHH�$SSHQGL[� 
&�LQ�+\OP|�DQG�:HQQHUKDJ������� 

62HVFK� �����D������SURSRVHV�D� WDUJHW�SRSXODWLRQ� WKDW�FRYHUV�RQO\�SHUVRQV� LQ�DJHV� 
��±���FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�DW�OHDVW����KRXUV�SHU�ZHHN��LQ�RUGHU�WR�RQO\�GHULYH�D�FODVV�SRVLWLRQ� 
IURP�SHUVRQV�SURSHUO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�ODERU�PDUNHW��)XOO�WLPH�VWXGHQWV��WKH�UHWLUHG�DQG�WKH� 
XQHPSOR\HG�DUH�WKXV�DOWRJHWKHU�OHIW�RXW�RI�WKH�2HVFK�FODVV�VFKHPH� 

�7KH� VPDOO� VKDUH� RI� UHVSRQGHQWV� ZKR� DUH� ERWK� IXOO�WLPH� VWXGHQWV� DQG� LQ� SDLG� 
HPSOR\PHQW�DUH�FODVV�FRGHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�RFFXSDWLRQ� 

87KH�(66��FRYHUV�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�&&&�GDWD��H[FHSW�,WDO\�WKDW�ZDV�QRW� 
SDUW�RI�WKH�(66�� 



 Table 4.2 The class composition of different types of demonstrations (CCC) and in the general population (ESS5), according 
to the Oesch-9 class scheme. (%) 

Demonstration type Total national 
populations* 

Class: Oesch-9 category (%) Occupy/ Trade union anti- Other anti- may Day new Social Other all ESS5 (2010) 
Indignados austerity austerity movements demonstrators 

Self-employed 
/DUJH�HPSOR\HUV�����RU�PRUH� � 1 � 1 � � � 1 
HPSOR\HHV� 
6HOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV 6 3 � � � � 6 � 

small business owners � 1 3 � � � � 9 

Employed: middle-class occupations 
$VVRFLDWH�PDQDJHUV�DQG� 19 36 11 �� �� �� �� �� 
administrators 
technical professionals and �� � � � � 8 � � 
technicians 
socio-cultural professionals and �� �� 19 �� �� 33 �� �� 
semi-professionals 
Employed: Working-class occupations 
2I¿FH�FOHUNV � 6 3 � 3 3 � 11 
Production workers 3 11 1 �� 3 � 6 �� 

service workers � 6 � � � � 6 �� 

Students, not working �� � �� 11 13 11 13 �� 

7RWDO���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 

&DVHV��1� ��� ����� 933 ����� ����� ����� ������ ������ 

7KH�(66��VDPSOH�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�,WDO\� 
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analysis 

The Anti-Austerity Demonstrations’ Class Composition 

,Q� RUGHU� WR� VHH� ZKHWKHU� WKH� ³REMHFWLYH´� FODVV� FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�GLIIHU�IURP�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�&&&�VXUYH\HG�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��DV�ZHOO� 
DV� IURP� WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��ZH�¿UVW�XVH� WKH�2HVFK�FODVV� VFKHPH��7DEOH����� 
VKRZV�WKH�¿JXUHV�IRU�WKLV�9 

,Q�JHQHUDO��ZH�¿QG�WKDW�DOPRVW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�EHORQJ�WR�WKH� 
¿YH�FODVVHV�RI�PDQDJHUV��SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�WKH�XSSHU�HQG�RI� 
the oesch-9 scheme. the two classes of professionals and semi-professionals with 
RFFXSDWLRQV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�RU�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VHUYLFH�ZRUN�ORJLF� 
WRJHWKHU�DFFRXQW�IRU�DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��ZKLOH�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� 
JURXS� ZLWK� RFFXSDWLRQV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� D� WHFKQLFDO� ZRUN� ORJLF� RQO\� PDNH� XS� 
VHYHQ�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��2QO\�WZR�SHUFHQW�RI�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�DUH�ODUJH� 
HPSOR\HUV��ZKLOH�WKH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�PDNH�XS�VL[�SHUFHQW��$OO�WKHVH� 
¿YH�FODVVHV�RI�PDQDJHUV��SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DUH�PRUH�RU� OHVV� 
RYHU�UHSUHVHQWHG� DPRQJ� GHPRQVWUDWRUV�� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� (66� 
¿JXUHV� IRU� WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�� ,Q�FRQWUDVW�� LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK� W\SLFDO�ZRUNLQJ� 
FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV� �WKH�2HVFK� FODVVHV� IRU� RI¿FH� FOHUNV�� SURGXFWLRQ�ZRUNHUV�� DQG� 
VHUYLFH�ZRUNHUV��DUH�FOHDUO\�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG� 

,I�ZH�FRPSDUH�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�IRXU�W\SHV�RI�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV� 
ZLWK�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��LW�LV�TXLWH�FOHDU�WKDW�RQO\�FHUWDLQ�W\SHV� 
RI�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DWWUDFW�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV� 
WR�D�KLJKHU�GHJUHH�WKDQ�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�GR��2QO\�WKH�WUDGH� 
XQLRQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� DQG� WKH� 0D\� 'D\� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� KDYH� D� KLJKHU� VKDUH� RI� 
SDUWLFLSDQWV� ZLWK� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� RFFXSDWLRQV�� EXW� WKLV� VKDUH� LV� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� 
ORZHU�WKDQ�DPRQJVW�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ� 

2QH� SHFXOLDULW\� LV� WKH� ODUJH� VKDUH� RI� DVVRFLDWH� PDQDJHUV� DQG� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� 
LQ� WKH� WUDGH� XQLRQ� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� EXW� WKHVH� ¿JXUHV� UHVXOWV� IURP� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� 
WUDGH�XQLRQ� IXQFWLRQDULHV� DUH� FDWHJRUL]HG�DV� WKLV� LQ� WKH�2HVFK� VFKHPH��$QRWKHU� 
SHFXOLDULW\� LV� WKH� KLJK� SHUFHQWDJH� RI� VWXGHQWV� LQ� WKH� FDWHJRU\� RI� ³RWKHU� DQWL� 
DXVWHULW\�´�ZKLFK�LV�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�LV�SULPDULO\�PDGH�XS� 
of student demonstrations. 

The Class Identity of Demonstrators 

,I�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQDO�EDVHG�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&&&�VXUYH\HG�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� 
VHHPV�WR�EH�VKLIWHG�³XSZDUGV´�DORQJ�WKH�FODVV�KLHUDUFK\�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH� 

9)RU� SUHFLVH� FODVV� GDWD� IRU� ��� RI� WKH� ��� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� DQDO\]HG� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� 
DQG�(66�GDWD�IRU�HDFK�FRXQWU\�DQDO\]HG��VHH�$SSHQGL[�$�DQG�%�LQ�+\OP|�DQG�:HQQHUKDJ� 
��������7KH�(66�GDWD�LV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�IRU�DOO�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�&&&� 
GDWD��DSDUW�IURP�,WDO\��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�SDUW�RI�(66�� 



 Table 4.3 The class composition of different types of demonstrations (CCC) and in the general population (WvS), 
regarding class identity. (%) 

Demonstration type Total national 
populations* 

Class: Class identity (%) Occupy/ Trade union Other anti- may Day new Social Other all WvS 
Indignados anti-austerity austerity movements demonstrators (1995–2012) 

upper class � 1 6 � 1 1 � � 

upper middle class �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

/RZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV 33 �� �� 38 �� �� 39 �� 

:RUNLQJ�FODVV �� �� 11 �� �� �� �� �� 

/RZHU�FODVV 1 � 3 � 1 1 � 6 
none 9 � � � �� � � n.a. 
7RWDO���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 

&DVHV��1� ��� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ������ ����� 

Notes: �,Q�WKLV�FROXPQ��WKH�PHDQ�YDOXH�IRU�DOO�FRXQWULHV�RI�RXU�VWXG\�LV�SUHVHQWHG� �DSDUW�IURP�%HOJLXP���7KH�PRVW�UHFHQW�GDWD�IURP�ZKHQ�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV� 
DVNHG�LV�XVHG��IRU�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�WKH�FRXQWU\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�:96��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�GDWD�LV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�\HDUV��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF� ������� 
,WDO\� ��������1HWKHUODQGV� ��������6SDLQ� ��������6ZHGHQ� ��������6ZLW]HUODQG� �������DQG�WKH�8.� ��������,Q�WKH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW� �DV�LQ� 
WKH�&&&�VXUYH\��DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�IRU�³QRQH�´ 
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JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��ZKDW�WKHQ�DERXW�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV¶�FODVV�LGHQWLW\"�7DEOH����� 
VKRZV�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SHV�DQG�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� 
³VXEMHFWLYH´� FODVV� FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH� JHQHUDO� SRSXODWLRQ�� GHULYHG� IURP� :RUOG� 
9DOXHV�6XUYH\�GDWD��� 

,Q�7DEOH������ZH�¿QG�WKDW�WKH�³VXEMHFWLYH´�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQV�RI�WKH�VXUYH\HG� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� RQ� DYHUDJH� UHVHPEOH� WKH� JHQHUDO� SRSXODWLRQ� WR� D� KLJK� GHJUHH�� 
+RZHYHU��EHWZHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SHV�ZH�¿QG�D�PDUNHG�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�ZRUNLQJ� 
FODVV� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�� ZKHUH� GHPRQVWUDWRUV� LQ� WKH� WUDGH� XQLRQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� ��� 
SHUFHQW��� 0D\� 'D\� ���� SHUFHQW �� DQG� 2FFXS\�Indignados� ���� SHUFHQW�� SURWHVWV� 
LGHQWLI\� DV� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� LQ� D� KLJKHU� GHJUHH� WKDQ� WKH� JHQHUDO� SRSXODWLRQ� ��� 
SHUFHQW���,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�RI�WKH�³QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV´�DQG�³RWKHU� 
DQWL�DXVWHULW\´�FDWHJRULHV�GLVSOD\�D�FOHDU�³XSZDUG�VKLIW´�LQ�WKHLU�FODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� 
YLV�j�YLV�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�11 

2XU�DQDO\VLV� VKRZV� WKDW� LQ� WHUPV�RI�³REMHFWLYH�FODVV´� �2HVFK��� WKH�³KLJKHU´� 
FODVVHV�VHHP�WR�EH�PRUH�ZHOO�UHSUHVHQWHG� WKDQ� WKH�³ORZHU´�FODVVHV�DPRQJVW� WKH� 
GHPRQVWUDWRUV��FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��5HJDUGLQJ�³VXEMHFWLYH�FODVV´� 
�L�H���WKH�FODVV�LGHQWLW\���WKH�VDPH�FOHDU�SDWWHUQ�FDQQRW�EH�IRXQG��WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI� 
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�YDULHV�PRUH�EHWZHHQ� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SHV�WKDQ�EHWZHHQ�DOO�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�� 
7KHVH� GLIIHUHQW� UHVXOWV� VKRZ� WKH� PHULWV� RI� QRW� RQO\� PHDVXULQJ� VRFLDO� FODVV� DV� 
SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�ODERU�PDUNHW��EXW�DOVR�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�³VXEMHFWLYH´�GLPHQVLRQ� 
RI�FODVV��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHOHYDQW�ZKHQ�RQH�DQDO\]H�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI� 
SROLWLFDO�SURWHVWV��D�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�FODVV�LV�QRW�RQO\�H[SUHVVHG�EXW�DOVR�³PDGH�´� 
DV�SDUW� RI� WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SROLWLFDO� DUWLFXODWLRQ� �VHH� IRU� LQVWDQFH�%RXUGLHX������� 
7KRPSVRQ� ����������� :DFTXDQW� ������� (YHQ� WKRXJK� LW� LV� QRW� SRVVLEOH� WR� XVH� 
RQO\�&&&�GDWD�WR�DQDO\]H�ZKHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�SURWHVWV�VWUHQJWKHQ�GLIIHUHQW� 
W\SHV�RI�FODVV�LGHQWLWLHV��ZH�KDYH�HOVHZKHUH� �+\OP|�DQG�:HQQHUKDJ�������VKRZQ� 
VWURQJ�FRUUHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� 
DQG� EHWZHHQ� PLGGOH� FODVV� LGHQWLW\� DQG� QHZ� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� 
HYHQ�ZKHQ�FRQWUROOLQJ�IRU�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FODVV��7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�OHYHO��DQG�PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SH��ZKHQ�VWXG\LQJ� 
SURWHVW�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�LGHQWLWLHV�DQG�DWWLWXGHV� 

��)RU� WKH� SUHFLVH� FODVV� LGHQWLW\� GDWD� IRU� ��� RI� WKH����GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� DQDO\]HG� LQ� 
WKLV�FKDSWHU�DQG�HTXLYDOHQW�:96�GDWD�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV��VHH�$SSHQGL[�$�DQG�%�LQ� 
+\OP|�DQG�:HQQHUKDJ�������� 

11,W� VKRXOG� EH� QRWHG� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� VWURQJ� QDWLRQDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� FODVV� LGHQWLW\�� 
ERWK�DPRQJ�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�DQG�LQ�WKH�:96�VDPSOH��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO� 
SRSXODWLRQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DV�XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�LV����SHUFHQW�LQ�6ZLW]HUODQG��ZKLOH�LW�LV�RQO\� 
�� SHUFHQW� LQ� 6SDLQ�� )RU� PRUH� SUHFLVH� GDWD� RQ� QDWLRQDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� FODVV� LGHQWLW\�� VHH� 
$SSHQGL[�$�DQG�%�LQ�+\OP|�DQG�:HQQHUKDJ�������� 
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+LWKHUWR��ZH�KDYH� VKRZQ� WKDW� WKH�FODVV� FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�GLIIHUHQW� W\SHV�RI� DQWL� 
DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�YDULHV�WR�D�KLJK�GHJUHH��ERWK�UHJDUGLQJ�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FODVV� 
DQG�FODVV�LGHQWLW\��:H�ZLOO�QRZ�DQDO\]H�ZKHWKHU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SH�DOVR�DIIHFWV� 
WKH�SURWHVWHUV¶�DWWLWXGHV²RU�LI�WKH�DWWLWXGHV�RI�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�DUH�EHVW�H[SODLQHG�E\� 
WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�VRFLDO�FODVV� ERWK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�2HVFK�VFKHPH�DQG�UHJDUGLQJ� 
FODVV� LGHQWLW\ �� RU� HYHQ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� FRQWH[W� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� WDNHV� 
SODFH��7KH�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�LVVXHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW� 
GXULQJ� WKH� UHFHQW� ZDYH� RI� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� SURWHVWV� LQ� (XURSH�� LQFUHDVLQJ� VRFLDO� 
LQHTXDOLWLHV��ZHOIDUH�SULYDWL]DWLRQ�DQG�GLVWUXVW� LQ� WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV��%\� 
PDNLQJ�D�OLQHDU�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VLV��ZH�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�WHVW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO� 
SURWHVWHUV¶� DWWLWXGHV� DUH� IRUHPRVW� VKDSHG�E\� WKHLU� VRFLDO� FODVV�� RWKHU� LQGLYLGXDO� 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��RU�E\�PRUH�FRQWH[WXDO�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SH�RU�WKH� 
national context of the demonstration. 

7DEOH� ���� VKRZV� WKDW� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV� VRFLDO� LQHTXDOLW\� 
PRUH�SUHFLVHO\�ZKHWKHU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UHGLVWULEXWH�LQFRPH�WR�FRXQWHUDFW� 
VXFK�LQHTXDOLWLHV ��GHPRQVWUDWRUV¶�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�FHUWDLQ�VRFLDO�FODVV�KDYH�LPSDFW�� 
,UUHVSHFWLYH� LI� ZH�DUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�2HVFK¶V� FODVV� VFKHPH�RU� FODVV� LGHQWLW\�� WKH� 
³ORZHU´�FODVVHV�LQ�JHQHUDO�IDYRU�HFRQRPLF�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�WR�D�JUHDWHU�GHJUHH�WKDQ� 
WKH�³KLJKHU´�FODVVHV��,I�RQH�FRPSDUHV�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�WZR�PHDVXUHV�RI� 
FODVV��LW�LV�REYLRXV�WKDW�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�KDV�PRUH�LPSDFW�IRU�DWWLWXGHV�RQ�WKLV�LVVXH�DQG� 
HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DV�³ZRUNLQJ�FODVV´�GR�IDYRU�PRUH�VWDWH�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�� 
5HJDUGLQJ�2HVFK¶V�³REMHFWLYH´�FODVV�PHDVXUH�� LW� LV�KRZHYHU� LQWHUHVWLQJ� WR�QRWH� 
WKDW�WKH�³VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV´�EUHDNV�WKH�JHQHUDO� 
SDWWHUQ�E\�EHLQJ�WKH�FODVV�WKDW�PRVW�IDYRUV�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ� 

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��WKLV�KDV�OHVV�LPSDFW�WKDQ� 
³VXEMHFWLYH´�FODVV�IRU�DWWLWXGHV�RQ� WKLV� LVVXH��EXW�PRUH� LPSDFW� WKDQ�³REMHFWLYH´� 
FODVV��&RXQWU\�ZLVH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�LQ�,WDO\��6ZHGHQ��DQG�WKH�8.� 
VWDQG�RXW�DV�EHLQJ�PRUH�IDYRUDEOH� WR�HFRQRPLF�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ��7KH�LVVXH�RI� WKH� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�DOVR�KDV�D�FHUWDLQ�LPSDFW��EXW�OHVV�WKDQ�FRXQWU\�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� 
DQG� FODVV� LGHQWLW\�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU�� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� RI� WUDGH� XQLRQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
DQG�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�GR� WR�D�JUHDWHU�GHJUHH� WKDQ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�RI�RWKHU� 
SURWHVWV�IDYRU�PRUH�LQFRPH�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ��:KDW� LV�QRWHZRUWK\�LV�KRZHYHU� WKDW� 
WKH� SURWHVWHUV� RI� 2FFXS\�Indignados� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� DUH� RQO\� VOLJKWO\� PRUH� LQ� 
favor of redistribution than new social movement demonstrators. 



 

 

  
 

  

 
  
  
 
  

  

  

  

  
  
  

Table 4.4 Social class and attitudes towards social inequality (linear regression) 

model 1 model 2 model 3 

Only control variables Oesch &ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

Control variables 

$JH ���� ���� ���� 

*HQGHU��:RPDQ ����� ����� ����� 

8QLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH���VWXG\�DW�XQLYHUVLW\ ���� ���� ���� 

8QHPSOR\HG�RU�EHWZHHQ�MREV ���� ���� ���� 

Country of demonstration (netherlands = ref.) 

%HOJLXP ���� ���� ���� 

Czech republic ����� ����� ����� 

,WDO\ ���� ���� ���� 

spain ���� ���� ���� 

sweden ���� ���� ���� 

switzerland ���� ���� ���� 

8QLWHG�.LQJGRP ���� .133 ���� 

Type of demonstration (new Social movements = ref.) 

2FFXS\�Indignados ���� ���� ���� 

7UDGH�XQLRQ�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ���� ���� ���� 

2WKHU�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ����� ����� ����� 

0D\�'D\ ���� ���� ���� 

other ����� ����� ����� 



 


















model 1 model 2 model 3 

Only control variables Oesch &ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

Class: Oesch-9 scheme (associate managers and administrators = ref.) 

/DUJH�HPSOR\HUV�����RU�PRUH�HPSOR\HHV� ����� 

6HOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV ���� 

small business owners ����� 

technical professionals and technicians ���� 

6RFLR�FXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV���VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV 

2I¿FH�FOHUNV 
Production workers 
service workers 
6WXGHQWV�QRW�ZRUNLQJ 

���� 

���� 

���� 

���� 

���� 

Class identity (upper middle class = ref.) 

upper class 
/RZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV 
:RUNLQJ�FODVV 
/RZHU�FODVV 
1R�FODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

r� ����� ����� 

����� 

���� 

���� 

���� 

���� 

����� 

Observations 11,767 11,767 11,767 

Notes: 7KH�UHJUHVVLRQ�PRGHOV�UHJDUGV�UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�³*RYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UHGLVWULEXWH�LQFRPH�IURP�WKH�EHWWHU�RII�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�OHVV�ZHOO� 
RII�´�ZKLFK�FRXOG�EH�DQVZHUHG�RQ�D��±��VFDOH��UDQJLQJ�IURP��� �³VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH´��WR��� �³VWURQJO\�DJUHH´���&ROXPQV�VKRZ�VWDQGDUGL]HG�%HWD�FRHI¿FLHQWV�� 
/HYHOV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�� ���� ����DQG� �����VLJQL¿FDQFH� 
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6RPH� RI� WKHVH� SDWWHUQV� FDQ� DOVR� EH� VHHQ� LQ� 7DEOH� ����� ZKLFK� VKRZV� WKH� 
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� UHJUHVVLRQ� DQDO\VLV� IRU� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV� SULYDWL]DWLRQ� RI� SXEOLF� 
ZHOIDUH�DQG�VWDWH�RZQHG�HQWHUSULVHV��$OVR�KHUH�� WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�LV� 
LPSRUWDQW�� EXW� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ� ZLWK� WKH� UHJUHVVLRQ� LQ�7DEOH� ���� WKH� LVVXH� RI� WKH� 
demonstration shows to be more important. in particular, the participants of the 
WUDGH� XQLRQ�RUJDQL]HG� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� DQG� 0D\� 'D\� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� DQG� RI� WKH� 
2FFXS\�Indignados�SURWHVWV��VWDQGV�RXW�DV�EHLQJ�PRVW�DJDLQVW�SULYDWL]DWLRQV��)RU� 
WKLV�LVVXH��FODVV�KRZHYHU�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�D�ORZHU�LPSDFW²DSDUW�IRU�WKRVH�EHORQJLQJ� 
WR�WKH�2HVFK�FDWHJRU\�³VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV´�DQG� 
WKRVH�KDYLQJ�D�³ZRUNLQJ�FODVV´� LGHQWLW\�� WKDW�DUH� WKH�FODVVHV�EHLQJ�PRVW�DJDLQVW� 
SULYDWL]DWLRQ�� +RZHYHU�� LW� LV� QRWHZRUWK\� WKDW� WKRVH� LQ� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� SRVLWLRQV� 
�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�2HVFK�VFKHPH��GR�QRW�GLVIDYRU�SULYDWL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�GHJUHH� 
DV�WKRVH�WKDW�LGHQWLW\�ZLVH�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�ZRUNHUV� 

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� �VHH�7DEOH�������RQH�FDQ�DOVR� 
QRWLFH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ� VRFLDO� FODVVHV�� ,Q�JHQHUDO�� WKH� ³KLJKHU´� FODVVHV�KDYH� 
KLJKHU� WUXVW� LQ� WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� WKDQ� WKH�³ORZHU´�FODVVHV��+RZHYHU�� WKH� 
2HVFK�PHDVXUH�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�³ORZHU´�FODVVHV¶�GLVWUXVW�IRU�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� 
LV�DOVR�VKDUHG�E\�SDUWV�RI� WKH�³KLJKHU�FODVVHV�´�PRVW�QRWDEO\� WKH�³VRFLR�FXOWXUDO� 
SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV´� DQG� ³VHOI�HPSOR\HG� SURIHVVLRQDOV�´� %XW� 
VWLOO�� WKH� FODVV� LGHQWLW\� KDV� WKH� KLJKHVW� LPSDFW�� ZKHUH� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� WKRVH� EHLQJ� 
³ZRUNLQJ�FODVV´�GLVWUXVW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� 

7KHUH�DUH�IXUWKHUPRUH�VPDOOHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SHV�WKDQ�LQ� 
WKH�RWKHU�WZR�UHJUHVVLRQV��2QH�FDQ�KRZHYHU�QRWLFH�WKDW�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�SURWHVWHUV� 
RI�2FFXS\�Indignados�� WUDGH� XQLRQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� DQG�0D\�'D\� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� 
KDYH�OHVV�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�WKDQ�RWKHU�SURWHVWHUV�GR��7KH� 
PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU� DIIHFWLQJ� WKH� OHYHO� RI� WUXVW� LQ� WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� LV� 
KRZHYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ��ZKHUH�YHU\�ELJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�FDQ�EH�QRWHG�� 
(VSHFLDOO\�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�(XURSH� �,WDO\�DQG�6SDLQ��DQG�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF� 
VKRZ�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW� 

,Q�JHQHUDO��WKHVH�WKUHH�UHJUHVVLRQV�VKRZV�WKDW�VRFLDO�FODVV�PDWWHUV�PRUH�WKDQ� 
QDWLRQDO� FRQWH[W�� EXW� RQO\� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� SROLWLFDO� LVVXHV� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH� 
VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�FOHDYDJH� �L�H���LQFRPH�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�VKRXOG� 
SURYLGH�ZHOIDUH�VHUYLFHV�DQG�RZQ�HQWHUSULVHV���$Q�LVVXH�UHJDUGLQJ�³WKH�SROLWLFDO´� 
VXFK�DV�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�KRZHYHU�PRUH�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�FRXQWU\� 
LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� ZDV� VWDJHG�� 7KLV� LV� SUREDEO\� SDUWO\� H[SODLQHG� E\� 
PRUH� VWUXFWXUDO� IDFWV�� H�J�� WKDW� OHYHOV� RI� WUXVW� LQ� SROLWLFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV� LQ� JHQHUDO� 
WHQG�WR�YDU\�FRQVLGHUDEO\�EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV��RU�E\�PRUH�FRQWLQJHQW� 
IDFWV�� H�J�� WKDW� WKH�SROLWLFDO� FRORU�RI�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�GLIIHUHG�EHWZHHQ� WKH� 
FRXQWULHV� �DQG�WKXV�WKHLU�LGHRORJLFDO�FORVHQHVV�WR�WKH�SURWHVWHUV���%XW�RQH�FDQ�DOVR� 
QRWH�WKDW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRQWH[WV�WKDW�PRVW�VWURQJO\�FRUUHODWH�ZLWK�ORZ�WUXVW�LQ�WKH� 
QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW�DUH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�KDUGHVW�VWUXFN�E\� 
DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV�GXULQJ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��2YHUDOO��WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�KRZHYHU�VHHPV� 
WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�WKDW�LV�PRUH�REYLRXVO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�VRFLR� 
HFRQRPLF�FOHDYDJH�� LV�PRUH�DIIHFWHG�E\� WKH�FODVV� LGHQWLW\�RI� WKH�SURWHVWRUV� DQG� 



 

 

  

  

 
  
 
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

Table 4.5 Social class and attitudes towards privatizations (linear regression) 

model 1 

Only control variables 

Control variables 

$JH ����� 

*HQGHU��:RPDQ ����� 

8QLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH���VWXG\�DW�XQLYHUVLW\ ����� 

8QHPSOR\HG�RU�EHWZHHQ�MREV ����� 

Country of demonstration (netherlands = ref.) 

%HOJLXP ����� 

Czech republic ����� 

,WDO\ ����� 

spain ���� 

sweden ����� 

switzerland ����� 

8QLWHG�.LQJGRP -.139 

Type of demonstration (new Social movements = ref.) 

2FFXS\�Indignados ����� 

7UDGH�XQLRQ�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ����� 

2WKHU�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ����� 

0D\�'D\ ����� 

other ���� 

model 2 

Oesch 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

���� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

���� 

model 3 

&ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

���� 

����� 

-.118 
����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

���� 



 












model 1 model 2 model 3 

Only control variables Oesch &ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

Class: Oesch-9 scheme (associate managers and administrators = ref.) 

/DUJH�HPSOR\HUV�����RU�PRUH�HPSOR\HHV� 
6HOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV 
small business owners 

���� 

���� 

����� 

technical professionals and technicians 
6RFLR�FXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV���VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV 
2I¿FH�FOHUNV 
Production workers 

����� 

����� 

����� 

���� 

service workers ���� 

6WXGHQWV�QRW�ZRUNLQJ ����� 

Class identity (upper middle class = ref.) 

upper class 
/RZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV 
:RUNLQJ�FODVV 
/RZHU�FODVV 
1R�FODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

r� ����� ����� 

���� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

����� 

Observations 11,734 11,734 11,734 

Notes: 7KH� UHJUHVVLRQ� PRGHOV� UHJDUGV� WKH� UHVSRQVHV� WR� WKH� VWDWHPHQW� ³(YHQ� WKH� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� SXEOLF� VHUYLFHV� DQG� LQGXVWULHV� DUH� EHVW� OHIW� WR� SULYDWH� 
HQWHUSULVHV�´�ZKLFK�FRXOG�EH�DQVZHUHG�RQ�D��±��VFDOH��UDQJLQJ�IURP��� �³VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH´��WR��� �³VWURQJO\�DJUHH´���7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�D�KLJK�YDOXH�H[SUHVV�D� 
QHJDWLYH�VWDQFH�WRZDUGV�SULYDWL]DWLRQV��&ROXPQV�VKRZ�VWDQGDUGL]HG�%HWD�FRHI¿FLHQWV��/HYHOV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�� ���� ����DQG� �����VLJQL¿FDQFH� 



 

 

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

Table 4.6 Social class and trust in the national government (linear regression) 

model 1 model 2 model 3 

Only control variables Oesch &ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

Control variables 

$JH ����� ����� ����� 

*HQGHU��:RPDQ ����� ����� ����� 

8QLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH���VWXG\�DW�XQLYHUVLW\ ���� ���� ���� 

8QHPSOR\HG�RU�EHWZHHQ�MREV ����� ����� ����� 

Country of demonstration (netherlands = ref.) 

%HOJLXP ���� ���� ���� 

Czech republic ����� ����� ����� 

,WDO\ ����� ����� ����� 

spain ����� -.161 ����� 

sweden ����� ����� ����� 

switzerland ���� ���� ���� 

8QLWHG�.LQJGRP ����� ����� ����� 

Type of demonstration (new Social movements = ref.) 

2FFXS\�Indignados ����� ����� ����� 

7UDGH�XQLRQ�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ����� ����� ����� 

2WKHU�DQWL�DXVWHULW\ ����� ���� ����� 

0D\�'D\ ����� ����� ����� 

other ����� ����� ����� 



 















model 1 model 2 model 3 

Only control variables Oesch &ODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ 

Class: Oesch-9 scheme (associate managers and administrators = ref.) 

/DUJH�HPSOR\HUV�����RU�PRUH�HPSOR\HHV� ����� 

6HOI�HPSOR\HG�SURIHVVLRQDOV ����� 

small business owners ����� 

technical professionals and technicians ����� 

6RFLR�FXOWXUDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV���VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV ����� 

2I¿FH�FOHUNV ����� 

Production workers ����� 

service workers ����� 

6WXGHQWV�QRW�ZRUNLQJ ����� 

Class identity (upper middle class = ref.) 

upper class ���� 

/RZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV ����� 

:RUNLQJ�FODVV ����� 

/RZHU�FODVV ����� 

1R�FODVV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ ����� 

r� ����� ����� ����� 

Observations 11,760 11,760 11,760 

Notes: 7KH� UHJUHVVLRQ�PRGHOV� UHJDUGV� UHVSRQVHV� WR� D� TXHVWLRQ� DERXW� KRZ�PXFK� WKH� UHVSRQGHQW� WUXVWHG� LQ� ³WKH� QDWLRQDO� JRYHUQPHQW�´� ZKLFK� FRXOG� EH� 
DQVZHUHG�RQ�D��±��VFDOH��UDQJLQJ�IURP��� �³QRW�DW�DOO´��WR��� �³YHU\�PXFK´���&ROXPQV�VKRZ�VWDQGDUGL]HG�%HWD�FRHI¿FLHQWV��/HYHOV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�� ���� 
����DQG� �����VLJQL¿FDQFH� 



��� Austerity and Protest 

WKH�³FODVV�IUDPLQJ´�RI�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�WKH\�WDNH�SDUW�LQ��WKDQ�H�J��WKH�QDWLRQDO� 
FRQWH[W��(YHQ�DPRQJVW�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWHUV��RQH�FDQ�WKXV�VHH�YDU\LQJ�DWWLWXGHV� 
WRZDUGV�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�VRFLDO�FODVV� 

When it comes to the relative merits of the different measures of class, the 
UHJUHVVLRQV�VKRZV�WKDW�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�KDV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�LPSDFW�RQ�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�� 
%XW� 2HVFK¶V� PHDVXUH� IRU� ³REMHFWLYH� FODVV´²L�H�� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� D� 
KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�VWUXFWXUHG�ODERU�PDUNHW²VWLOO�H[SODLQV�WKH�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�LQGLYLGXDOV¶� 
SROLWLFDO� DWWLWXGHV�� 7KHVH� DWWLWXGHV� DUH� IXUWKHUPRUH� QRW� DOZD\V� QHFHVVDULO\� 
VWUXFWXUHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FODVV�KLHUDUFK\��DQG�WKXV�GR�QRW�SODFH�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� 
DW�RQH�VLGH�RI�WKH�FRQWLQXXP�DQG�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�WKH�RWKHU��WKH� 
DWWLWXGHV�RI�VRPH�JURXSV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DUH�FORVHU�WR�WKH�DWWLWXGHV�RI�WKH�ZRUNLQJ� 
FODVV�WKDQ�WR�RWKHU�JURXSV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOV��7KHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DPRQJVW�WKH�KLJKHU� 
FODVVHV�DUH�PRVW�GLVFHUQLEOH�LQ�WKH�2HVFK�VFKHPH��,Q�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�³VRFLR�FXOWXUDO� 
SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV´� �KDYLQJ� HPSOR\PHQWV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� 
WKH� ³LQWHUSHUVRQDO´� ZRUN� ORJLF�� DQG� ³VHOI�HPSOR\HG� SURIHVVLRQDOV´� KDYLQJ� 
RFFXSDWLRQV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�DQ�³LQGHSHQGHQW´�ZRUN�ORJLF��WHQGV�WR�KDYH�SROLWLFDO� 
DWWLWXGHV�FORVHU�WR�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� 

)XUWKHUPRUH��RXU�DQDO\VLV�VKRZV�WKDW�LQ�JHQHUDO��WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� 
LV� VOLJKWO\�PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ�RFFXSDWLRQDO� VRFLDO� FODVV� �2HVFK��� EXW� LW� LV� VWLOO� 
OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�FODVV�LGHQWLW\��,W�VKRXOG�SUREDEO\�QRW�FRPH�DV�D�VXUSULVH�WKDW� 
WKH�PRELOL]LQJ�LVVXH�RI�D�SURWHVW�DIIHFWV�ZKLFK�LQGLYLGXDOV�WKDW�GHFLGH�WR�WDNH�SDUW� 
LQ�LW��QHLWKHU�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DGGUHVVLQJ�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�LVVXHV�IURP�D�OHIWLVW� 
SHUVSHFWLYH� �VXFK�DV�WUDGH�XQLRQ�DQG�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��LQ�D�KLJKHU�GHJUHH� 
PRELOL]H� SURWHVWHUV� EHLQJ� PRUH� IDYRUDEOH� WR� LQFRPH� UHGLVWULEXWLRQ� DQG� PRUH� 
QHJDWLYH�WR�ZHOIDUH�SULYDWL]DWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�PXVW�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI� 
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�VRFLDO�FODVV�VWLOO�PDWWHUV�IRU�WKHVH�DWWLWXGHV��DOVR�ZKHQ�FRQWUROOLQJ�IRU� 
the issues of the demonstrations. 

Conclusions 

,Q�WKLV�FKDSWHU��ZH�KDYH�DQDO\]HG�WKH�FODVV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DQG�WKH� 
LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SURWHVWHUV¶�VRFLDO�FODVV�RQ�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV��XVLQJ�VXUYH\�GDWD� 
IURP����UHFHQW�(XURSHDQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�IRFXVLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI� 
DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV� 

&RPSDUHG� ZLWK� WKH� JHQHUDO� SRSXODWLRQ�� WKH� RFFXSDWLRQDO� FODVV� FRPSRVLWLRQ� 
RI� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� GLVSOD\� D� FOHDU� ³XSZDUG� VKLIW�´� PDNLQJ� WKH� ZRUNLQJ� FODVVHV� 
UHODWLYHO\� XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG�� +RZHYHU�� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� FODVV� LGHQWLW\�� 
GHPRQVWUDWRUV�UHVHPEOH�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�PRUH�FORVHO\��7KHUH�DUH�KRZHYHU� 
PDUNHG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�� 
)RU�H[DPSOH��GHPRQVWUDWRUV�LQ�0D\�'D\��WUDGH�XQLRQ�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�DQG�2FFXS\� 
Indignados� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� LGHQWLI\� DV� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� WR� D� PXFK� KLJKHU� GHJUHH� 
WKDQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�IRU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�QHZ�VRFLDO� 
PRYHPHQW�DQG�RWKHU�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� 



 

Does Class Matter in Anti-Austerity Protests? ��� 

7KHVH�¿QGLQJV�FRXOG�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�FODVV�LGHQWLW\� 
LV�QRW�SULPDULO\�D�VWDWLF�IHDWXUH�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��EXW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�³PDGH´�SDUWO\� 
WKURXJK�SROLWLFDO�PRELOL]DWLRQV��(VSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�FODVV�LVVXHV�DUH�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW� 
RI�WKH�PRELOL]DWLRQV��VXFK�HYHQWV�GR�PRVW�SUREDEO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� 
DQG�RU� IRUJLQJ�RI�FODVV�LGHQWLW\� �DQG�HYHQ�FODVV�FRQVFLRXVQHVV���$V�D�VXEMHFWLYH� 
DQG� SROLWLFDOO\� DUWLFXODWHG� RULHQWDWLRQ� RI� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO�� FODVV� LGHQWLW\� GRHV� QRW� 
QHFHVVDULO\� FRLQFLGH� ZLWK� KHU� RU� KLV� FODVV� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� DQ� RFFXSDWLRQDO�EDVHG� 
FODVV�VFKHPH��)RU�LQVWDQFH��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WUDGH�XQLRQ�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�DQG�0D\�'D\� 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV²DV� RQH� ZRXOG� H[SHFW²FRQWDLQV� D� KLJKHU� GHJUHH� RI� SURWHVWHUV� 
ZLWK�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV�WKDQ�RWKHU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��WKH\�FRQWDLQ�DQ�HYHQ� 
KLJKHU�GHJUHH�RI�SURWHVWHUV�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV� 

:H�KDYH�DOVR�VKRZQ�WKDW�VRFLDO�FODVV�VWLOO�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWRU�IRU�H[SODLQLQJ� 
GLIIHUHQFHV� LQ� SURWHVWHUV¶� SROLWLFDO� DWWLWXGHV�� 2XU� FRPSDULVRQ� RI� WKH� UHODWLYH� 
LPSDFW� RI� FODVV²ERWK� LWV� ³REMHFWLYH´� DQG� ³VXEMHFWLYH´� VLGH²vis-à-vis the 
LPSDFW�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�W\SH�DQG�QDWLRQDO�FRQWH[W��VKRZ�WKDW�FODVV�VWLOO�PDWWHUV� 
IRU�SURWHVWHUV¶�DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV�VRFLDO� LQHTXDOLW\��SULYDWL]DWLRQV�DQG� WUXVW� LQ� WKH� 
QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQW��&ODVV�LGHQWLW\�WXUQV�RXW�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWRU��EXW� 
³REMHFWLYH�FODVV´�VWLOO�KDV�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV��,Q�JHQHUDO��ORZHU�FODVVHV� 
�L�H��WKH�³ZRUNLQJ�FODVV´��DUH�PRUH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�DUH�PRUH�DJDLQVW� 
SULYDWL]DWLRQ��EXW�WKH�2HVFK�FODVV�VFKHPH�DOVR�KDV�WKH�PHULW�RI�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH� 
GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�DWWLWXGHV�QRW�RQO\�GHSHQG�RQ�D�YHUWLFDO�FODVV�GLYLVLRQ��EXW�DOVR�RQ� 
WKH�ZRUN�ORJLF�FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ�GLIIHUHQW�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FODVVHV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��DPRQJ� 
WKH� KLJKHU� FODVVHV� WKH� ³VRFLR�FXOWXUDO� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DQG� VHPL�SURIHVVLRQDOV´� 
FOHDUO\� VWDQG� FORVHU� WR� WKH� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� LQ� SROLWLFDO� DWWLWXGHV� UHJDUGLQJ� VRFLR� 
economic issues. 

7KLV� DQDO\VLV� VKRZV� WKDW� RQH� RI� WKH� DVSHFWV� KLJKOLJKWHG� LQ� WKH� 2HVFK� FODVV� 
VFKHPD��WKH�RFFXSDWLRQDO�VHFWRU� �FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�DQDO\WLFDO�GLYLVLRQ� 
EHWZHHQ�SURGXFWLRQ���DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��DQG�VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RULHQWHG�RFFXSDWLRQV��� 
FUHDWHV�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�DWWLWXGHV�DPRQJVW�SURWHVWHUV��,Q�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� 
2HVFK¶V� RZQ� DQDO\VLV� RI� FODVV� YRWLQJ� �2HVFK� ����D�� ����E��� ZH� FDQ� GLVFHUQ� 
SDWWHUQV�QRW�RQO\�EHLQJ�VWUXFWXUHG�E\�WKH�KLHUDUFKLFDO�GLYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�ODERU�PDUNHW� 
�WKH�GHJUHHV�RI�FRQWURO��LQWHUFKDQJHDELOLW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]H�GLIIHUHQW� 
JURXSV�RI�RFFXSDWLRQV���WKH�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�ZRUN�ORJLFV�GR�DOVR�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW� 
HIIHFW�RQ�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUGV�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�LVVXHV�DPRQJVW�SURWHVWHUV� 

,I� HDUOLHU� VWXGLHV� RI� SROLWLFDO� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� KDYH� EHHQ� DQDO\]LQJ� FODVV� XVLQJ� 
PDLQO\�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO� OHYHO�RI� LQGLYLGXDOV�DV�D�SUR[\�IRU�VRFLDO�FODVV� �H�J��9DQ� 
$HOVW�DQG�:DOJUDYH�������6FKOR]PDQ��9HUED�DQG�%UDG\��������RXU�DQDO\VLV�RYHUDOO� 
VKRZV�WKH�PHULWV�RI�LQFOXGLQJ�ERWK�RFFXSDWLRQDO�EDVHG�DQG�LGHQWLW\�IRFXVHG�FODVV� 
ZKHQ� VWXG\LQJ� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� VRFLDO� FODVV� RQ� SURWHVWHUV¶� SROLWLFDO� DWWLWXGHV�� 2XU� 
DQDO\VLV� VKRZV� WKDW� ERWK� REMHFWLYH� DQG� VXEMHFWLYH� FODVV� PDWWHUV� DOVR� ZKHQ� ZH� 
FRQWURO�IRU�WKH�SURWHVWHUV¶�OHYHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ� 

7KH� SURSRVHG� ORQJ�WHUP� ³QRUPDOL]DWLRQ� RI� SURWHVW´²ZLWK� D� GHYHORSPHQW� 
WRZDUGV�VWUHHW�SURWHVWHUV�PLUURULQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ¶V�VRFLDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ²GR� 
LQGHHG�GHVFULEH�D�JHQHUDO�WHQGHQF\� �9DQ�$HOVW�DQG�:DOJUDYH��������EXW�ZKHQ�LW� 
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FRPHV� WR� VRFLDO� FODVV�� RXU� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� VXUYH\� GDWD� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� VRPH� VRFLDO� 
FODVVHV�DUH�PXFK�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�SURWHVWV�WKDQ�RWKHUV��7R�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�VWUHHW� 
SURWHVW�VHHPV�SULPDULO\�VWLOO�EH�D�IRUP�RI�SROLWLFDO�PRELOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�� 
7KLV�LV�DOVR�WKH�FDVH�IRU�WUDGH�XQLRQ�RUJDQL]HG�DQWL�DXVWHULW\�SURWHVWV��DV�ZHOO�DV� 
RWKHU�SURWHVWV�DJDLQVW�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�VWULNLQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�between 
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��QRW�OHDVW�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�RI�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��,I� 
WKH�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�UHSUHVHQW�D�³PLGGOH�FODVV�UDGLFDOLVP�´� WKH�ROG�VRFLDO� 
PRYHPHQWV� VWLOO� PRELOL]H� GHPRQVWUDWRUV� LGHQWLI\LQJ� DV� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� IRU� WKHLU� 
WUDGH�XQLRQ�DQG�0D\�'D\�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��%XW�WKLV�LV�DOVR�WKH�FDVH�IRU�2FFXS\� 
Indignados�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��ZKR�DOVR�WHQG�WR�LGHQWLI\�DV�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�WR�D�JUHDWHU� 
extent than other protesters, despite the fact that few of them have traditional 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV� 

2QH� FDQ� WKXV� FRQFOXGH� WKDW� UHFHQW� \HDUV¶� ZDYH� RI� (XURSHDQ� DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
SURWHVWV�KDYH�QRW�SULPDULO\�EURXJKW�RXW� WKH�³ORZHU´�FODVVHV�RQ� WKH�VWUHHWV��$OVR� 
WKHVH�SURWHVWV�GR�VWLOO�SULPDULO\�DWWUDFW�WKH�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�PLGGOH�FODVV��+RZHYHU�� 
RQH�FDQ�VWLOO� VHH� WKDW�D�KLJKHU� VKDUH�RI�FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RFFXSDWLRQV� 
RU� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� LGHQWLWLHV� WDNH� SDUW� LQ� WKHVH� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� WKDQ� WKH� PRUH� 
WKRURXJKO\� PLGGOH� FODVV� GRPLQDWHG� SURWHVWV� VWDJHG� E\� QHZ� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQWV�� 
7KHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�VRFLDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�DQWL�DXVWHULW\� 
SURWHVWV�DQG�RWKHU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�GHVHUYH� IXUWKHU�H[SORUDWLRQ��)XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH� 
UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�³REMHFWLYH´�FODVV�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�FODVV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�LWV�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR� 
WKH�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�RI�GHPRQVWUDWRUV�VKRXOG�EH�RI�LQWHUHVW�WR�DQDO\]H�IXUWKHU�IRU� 
DQ\RQH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�FODVV�LQ�WRGD\¶V�(XURSH� 
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appendix 

Table 4a.1 Types of demonstrations analyzed 

number of demonstrations in each country Total 

Demonstration 
,WD
O\

sp
ai

n

C
as

es

types 
anti-austerity 
2FFXS\� 3 1 � 1 1 1 3 530 
Indignados 
trade union � 3 1 14 2,959 
DQWL�DXVWHULW\ 
other anti- � � 6 1,039 
DXVWHULW\ 
0D\GD\ 1 1 � 3 6 � 1 16 2,557 
new Social movements 
Anti-racism 1 1 � 4 679 
environmental � 1 � 1 � � 10 3,200 
Peace 1 1 264 
Pride 1 1 1 1 � 1 7 1,154 
:RPHQ¶V�ULJKWV � 1 3 534 
Other demonstrations 
Anti-abortion 1 1 302 
Anti-corruption 1 1 2 404 
$QWL�UHJLRQDOLVW � 2 567 
'HPRFUDF\ 1 1 2 495 
5HJLRQDOLVW 3 3 934 
trade union 1 1 197 
QRW�DQWL� 
DXVWHULW\� 
Total 
Demonstrations 9 4 9 13 11 9 8 12 75 
Cases 1,945 744 1,634 2,914 2,553 1,582 1,978 2,465 15,815 
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