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Abstract 

Violence against women is considered a global issue and it denies women their most basic 

human right, their health. The news media have been identified as an important factor in how 

violence against women is interpreted and perceived by society. Therefore, the purpose of this 

study is to investigate how journalists and editors in Guyana, South America, work with the 

coverage of violence against women. Furthermore, this thesis examines what policies and views 

on news value that are prominent on the newspapers and what possibilities journalists and editors 

experience, to make an impact on society, through their reporting. Eight qualitative in-depth 

interviews were carried out with editors and reporters on the three most widely spread daily 

newspapers in Guyana. Also a quantitative content analysis, covering January-April 2014, was 

performed on the same newspapers. In total 159 articles that reported on cases of violence 

against women were found and coded.  

The result indicates that the reporting in Guyana conforms to previous research. The conclusion 

is that when it comes to context, language and sources used, the newspapers generally fail to 

work with violence against women adequately. The reporting preserves and reproduces 

patriarchal power structures by using victim blaming or perpetrator excusing language, not 

covering it as a social issue and overusing official sources. Furthermore, the result indicates that 

there are unwritten policies on the newspapers. However, these guidelines are not always 

followed. The study indicates that the reporting is not given enough resources in terms of time 

and money, which might be a result of that reporters and editors do not experience that readers 

are interested enough for the topic to get sufficient resources.  

 

 

 

Keywords: Development, Domestic violence, Framing, Guyana, Media, News coverage, Press, 

Violence against women. 



   

 

 

 

 

1. Introduction _______________________________________________________________ 1 

1.1 Purpose _______________________________________________________________________ 2 

1.2 Definitions ____________________________________________________________________ 2 

2. Background ________________________________________________________________ 3 

2.1 Violence against women in Guyana ________________________________________________ 3 

2.2 The examined newspapers _______________________________________________________ 4 

3. Theoretical framework _______________________________________________________ 4 

3.1 Patriarchy in the news media _____________________________________________________ 4 

3.2 The extent of women's issues in Guyanese print media ________________________________ 5 

3.3 News value theory ______________________________________________________________ 5 

3.4 The newsworthiness of violence against women ______________________________________ 6 

3.5 Framing theory _________________________________________________________________ 6 

3.6 Framing violence against women __________________________________________________ 7 
3.6.1 Sources _____________________________________________________________________________ 7 
3.6.2 Use of language _______________________________________________________________________ 8 
3.6.3 Context _____________________________________________________________________________ 9 

4. Methodology _____________________________________________________________ 10 

4.1 Quantitative content analysis ____________________________________________________ 10 

4.2 In-depth-interviews ____________________________________________________________ 11 

4.3 Validity and reliability __________________________________________________________ 12 

4.4 Ethical considerations __________________________________________________________ 13 

4.5 Research process ______________________________________________________________ 13 

4.6 Limitations ___________________________________________________________________ 13 

5. Results ___________________________________________________________________ 14 

5.1 Quantitative content analysis ____________________________________________________ 14 
5.1.1 Context ____________________________________________________________________________ 14 
5.1.2 Sources used ________________________________________________________________________ 15 
5.1.3 Language used _______________________________________________________________________ 16 
5.1.4 Victim identification __________________________________________________________________ 19 

5.2 In-depth-interviews ____________________________________________________________ 20 
5.2.1 How the respondents view the coverage__________________________________________________ 20 
5.2.2 Editorial work and guidelines ___________________________________________________________ 22 
5.2.3 Used language _______________________________________________________________________ 23 



    

 

5.2.4 Context ____________________________________________________________________________ 25 
5.2.5 Used sources ________________________________________________________________________ 25 
5.2.6 Possibility to make impact _____________________________________________________________ 26 

6. Discussion ________________________________________________________________ 28 

6.1 Used language ________________________________________________________________ 28 

6.2 Context ______________________________________________________________________ 29 

6.3 Sources used __________________________________________________________________ 30 

6.4 Editorial policies, disucssions and procedures _______________________________________ 31 

6.5 The coverage _________________________________________________________________ 32 

6.6 Possibilities and obstacles to make an impact _______________________________________ 32 

7. Conclusion ________________________________________________________________ 35 

8. Suggestions on further research ______________________________________________ 37 

9. References _______________________________________________________________ 38 

Appendix ___________________________________________________________________ 40 

Interview guide___________________________________________________________________ 40 

Code instruction __________________________________________________________________ 42 

Codebook _______________________________________________________________________ 45 

 



  

1 

1. Introduction 

Bunch (1990) concludes that violence against women is a global issue. It denies women their 

most basic human right, their health, and works against their participation in development. In 

Guyana, violence against women, reach all classes and races of society. Over one in four women, 

in a relationship, have suffered domestic violence (Peake, 2008:144). Both UN, through their 

UNESCO project ”Women make the news”, and the Guyana Ministry of Labour, Human 

Services and Social Security, through their study ”Media Trends: representation of women and 

children in the Guyanese media” (2009) acknowledge that the news media play an important 

role when it comes to the development of gender equality. 

 

One of the news media's most important functions is their ability to legitimize some views and 

marginalize others. By interpreting and explaining events, journalists and editors play an 

important part when it comes to how violence against women is perceived by society (Gillespie, 

Richards, Givens and Smith, 2013). Previous research indicates that when violence against 

women is presented in news media, the reporting tends to regenerate, and therefore encourage, 

patriarchal stereotypes of typical male and female behavior, and serves as a warning to all 

women for what is accepted female behavior and what would be the consequences for not 

behaving accordingly to the stereotypes. The coverage also tend to simplify the complexity of 

violence against women to concern individual or family pathology instead of putting violence 

against women in the context of a social problem. (e. g. Meyers, 96, Bullock & Cubert, 2002 and 

Kirkland Gilespie, Richards, Givens & Smith, 2013) Furthermore, violence against women only 

seems to be relevant for the news media when a certain level of ”uniqueness” is reached. 

(Meyers, 1996:98) 

 

This study, conducted in Georgetown, Guyana, examines how Guyanese journalists and editors 

work with cases of violence against women, what guidelines that are in place, what they regard 

as news worthy, how they frame violence against women and how they look at their possibility 

to make an impact on society through their reporting.  
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1.1 Purpose 

Since the news media play an important role in how violence against women is interpreted and 

understood by society, it is of interest to examine what images the news media reproduce when it 

comes to violence against women. The data collection consists of both in-depth interviews with 

journalists and editors that report on violence against women, and a content analysis of three 

daily newspapers in Guyana. The in-depth interviews focus on how journalists and editors work 

with context, sources and language, what they consider news worthy, what policies or 

discussions newspapers have, how reporters and editors experience the reporting and what 

possibilities/obstacles the editors and reporters identify when it comes to making an impact on 

society, through reporting on cases of violence against women. The content analysis focuses on 

how the newspapers frame violence against women in terms of language, context and sources.   

For this purpose the following research questions were formulated: 

 

1. How do Guyanese print media journalists and editors work with and frame violence against 

women, when it comes to language, context and sources used? 

2. When it comes to reporting on violence against women, what guidelines and views on news 

value are factors in the work of reporters and editors?  

3. What obstacles and possibilities do reporters and editors see, when it comes to making an 

impact on society, through reporting on cases of violence against women? 

 

1.2 Definitions 

The term violence against women is used in this thesis. Terminology such as gender-based 

violence, intimate partner violence or domestic violence obscures the relationship between 

perpetrator and victim and is therefore misleading. It disguises the fact that most cases of 

violence within the family sphere includes a male perpetrator and female victim. Therefore the 

term violence against women is used to better capture the phenomena that is investigated.  

(Meyers, 1996: 6-7)However, the term domestic violence is used in the ”previous research” 

section, to avoid altering the work of others.  

 

When used in this study, the term language refers to descriptions of the victim, perpetrator or the 

course of events preceding a case of violence against women.  
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In this study, no consideration is taken to age, race and class, even though some major disparity 

exists between how different groups of women are presented in the media. This study's focus, is 

on the similarities in the representation of women, similarities deeply rooted in our society and in 

the ideology of patriarchy (Meyers, 1996: 7). 

 

The term victim is used in this thesis, even though violence against women advocates argue that 

the term survivor is more empowering and should be used. It is used because newspapers often 

describe women that are violated by men as victims regardless if they have survived or not, so to 

facilitate for the readers of this thesis, no distinction will be made between the two the terms. 

(Meyers, 1996: 7) 

 

Non-governmental organization (NGO) are mentioned in this thesis and the term refers to 

organizations who work for development. In this thesis the term will be used to describe shelters 

for violated women and rape centers.  

 

The term, violence against women advocates, describe representatives from a non-governmental 

organization. They posses a unique perspective and are generally experts on violence against 

women. They are also referred to as advocates.  

 

Femicide is a term used in this thesis to describe the killings of women by men, within the family 

sphere. It is used by feminist scholars to distinguish the differences in motives between homicide 

and femicide.  

2. Background 

2.1 Violence against women in Guyana 

Guyana is a country which is severely affected by violence against women. In 2008, Linda Peake 

carried out the survey ”Feminist and quantitative? Measuring the extent of domestic violence in 

Georgetown, Guyana”, where 360 women in Georgetown were interviewed. The result showed 

that 35 per cent of the interviewed women, knew someone currently experiencing domestic 

violence. The survey also showed that over one out of four women currently in a relationship 
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was experiencing domestic violence in terms of physical violence (27 %), over one in four 

women had been verbally abused (26 %) and one in eight had experienced sexual violence (13 

%). Only 21 per cent of the women, or one in five, who had experienced abuse in their current 

relationship, had also reported their case to the police, indicating that only one in five cases of 

domestic violence are reported. 68 per cent of the respondents did not know about the Domestic 

Act, an act which provides legal protection for victims of domestic violence. Among those who 

knew about the act only 15 per cent knew what the act was provided for. (Peake, 2009: 144)   

 

In the Guyana Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey from 2006 carried out by Unicef, approximately 

one out of five women (18 %) believed that a husband/partner is justified in beating his 

wife/partner. Violence against women is regarded as a major concern by the Guyanese 

government (Government of Guyana, 2014). And it is also taken up as one of the major issues in 

Guyana by the US Department of State (Bureau of Democracy, Human rights, and Labour, 2007) 

and according to Freedomhouse.com, rape ”often goes unreported and is rarely prosecuted” 

(2014).  

 

2.2 The examined newspapers  

The three examined daily newspapers are Kaieteur News, Stabroek News and Guyana Times. 

The newspapers are Guyana's largest newspapers in terms of sales. Kaieteur News is number 

one, Stabroek News number two and Guyana Times number three. Kaieteur News is viewed to 

have a sensational approach, with a clear anti-government agenda. Stabroek News is considered 

independent and more reserved than Kaieteur News. Guyana Times is, because of the owner's 

close ties to an ex-president, viewed as a pro-government newspaper.  

 

3. Theoretical framework 

3.1 Patriarchy in the news media 

Some feminist theorists understand violence against women in the context of patriarchy. The 

ideology of patriarchy explains the systematic power structures that lie behind women's 

subordination to men. The ideology reproduces values that preserve male dominance and reject 



  

5 

gender equality. According to patriarchy men are, by nature, supposed to rule in all spheres of 

life and all parts of society. In the family sphere, the senior man is supposed to be in charge of 

the women and younger men. Violence is looked upon as an accepted tool, for men, to 

demonstrate power and to maintain the current power structure. Violence against women is not 

only an accepted way of controlling women, women are also to be held accountable for their 

own victimization. (Ali & Naylor, 2013: 614)  

 

The news media recreate, support and maintain the goals, ideology and values of the ruling elite, 

both through the way that certain events are described and by presenting this description as given 

by nature or based on everyday experience. The ideology of patriarchy profits from the idea that 

men, by nature, are more aggressive than women, which validates male violence against women. 

(Meyers, 1996: 20)  

 

3.2 The extent of women's issues in Guyanese print media 

In ”Media Trends: Representation of women and children in the Guyanese media 2008-2009” 

Paloma Mohammed studied the four largest newspapers in Guyana and the extent of their 

reporting on women and women's issues the years 2008 to 2009. Mohammed noticed an increase 

of stories regarding women placed on prominent pages, such as the first, third, center or back 

pages of the paper. Also a rise in sensational stories involving women and women's issues were 

found. Even though the total number of news stories involving women decreased, the researchers 

found that stories where women had been victims of violence increased.  

 

3.3 News value theory 

Theories of what criteria that determine if an event makes the news is called news value theory. 

Different theories use different criteria and definition to describe what makes the news, but they 

have been summarized into the following four aspects: closeness, sensation and deviation, elite 

centralization and simplification (Nord & Stromback, 2012: 212-214). 

 

The closeness in time, culture and geography determine if an event make the news. Events close 

to us are occurring more frequently in the news. Sensation and deviation refers to that events that 
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are unexpected, sensational and deviating are more likely to become news. Elite centralization 

addresses the fact that persons that appear in the media, often represent the elite in society, 

whether the topic is politics, sports, economics or violence against women etc. Simplification 

refers to the trend that news more commonly cover events that are easy to comprehend, leaving 

out topics that are complicated (Nord & Stromback, 2012: 212-214). 

 

3.4 The newsworthiness of violence against women  

When it comes to how violence against women is valued by the media, previous research, show 

that a case of violence against women that is regarded unusual is more likely to get coverage. 

Since violence against women is so frequent, a unique detail is required for a case to be reported. 

(Meyers: 1997:99-100). Melloy & Miller (2010:74) also mention ”the severity of the act, its 

dramatic appeal, the victims status, the perpetrators infamy, the training and values of the 

reporters and editors, and what journalist believe that the readers want” as conclusive to which 

cases that are covered by the media.  

 

Meyers also highlight the police's important role in what becomes news. Since the police usually 

is the initial source for crime news and the fact that reporters regard the police as trustworthy. 

(Meyers: 1997:100). 

 

3.5 Framing theory 

Framing theory concerns how journalists choose to portray certain events and how that 

reconstructed reality is perceived by and influence the recipient (Stromback, 2000, s 214). To 

quote Robert Entman (1993), who's definition of framing is reoccurring in the literature:  

 

”To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a 

communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, casual 

interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for item described.”  

 

Through emphasizing specific aspects when writing news stories, journalist portray the reality in 

a certain way, thus highlighting some problem formulations, casual links and values over others. 

Even though the definitions of framing theory may vary, some elements are recurring: Framing 
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is an expression of specific ways to organize information, a frame is formed by the selection of 

words, facts, perspective, sources and emphasis. Inherent in frames are specific problem 

formulations, interpretations and values and also in some cases different suggestions to solution. 

Another recurring aspect is that framing is inevitable, to communicate is to frame. What is 

important for the perception of reality is not the reality itself, but the news media's image of the 

reality. The more people have to rely on the news reporting to get information about an event or 

phenomena, the more likely they are to be impacted by the reporting. (Stromback, 2000:114-115)  

 

3.6 Framing violence against women 

Media frames can be divided into three different components that helps the public to interpret 

events; sources, language and context. (Kirkland Gilespie, Richards, Givens and Smith, 2013: 

225) 

3.6.1 Sources 

When it comes to sources used in violence against women reporting, researchers have found that 

official or public sources, such as police, courts, attorneys and hospitals are the most commonly 

used (e.g Kirkland Gilespie, Richards, Givens and Smith, 2013). Reporters find official sources 

both reliable and neutral. As a result of this, and that crime news generally are provided by 

police, articles on violence against women tend to reflect the values and perspective of the police 

force. This is problematic because police and other official sources share the patriarchal values 

of mainstream society, and therefore often fail to frame violence against women in a suitable 

context (Meyers, 96: 92). It is also problematic, because the perspective of the police and its 

view on solution, often focuses on solving individual cases and the details of a specific case. 

(Kirkland Gillespie, Richards, Givens, Smith, 2013, 226) Because of this, little consideration is 

taken to the greater issue of violence against women as a social problem. (Fairbarn & Dawson, 

2013, 154-155) Fairbarn & Dawson (2013:156) also argue that the police tends to simplify the 

perpetrator's wish to control and dominate the victim by using terms, such as jealousy, e.g ”he 

wanted to get back together”, as a sufficient motive for a man to kill a woman.  

Furthermore, Gillespie, Richards, Givens and Smith (2013, 226), describe that journalists often 

turn to neighbors for information, suggesting that this might be out of convenience. However 

neighbors, often, do not know the involved perpetrator and victim very well, and therefore the 
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use of neighbors as sources can contribute to present the violent act as an isolated event or as 

unexpected. In contrast, family and friends might have better knowledge of the involved couple 

and the history of abuse and therefore can give a better background. Family are more likely to 

frame femicide as the final destination of abuse, in opposition to neighbors that might experience 

the act as surprising. Violence against women advocates or experts are rarely used as sources in 

news stories regarding violence against women (e.g Fairbarn & Dawson, 2013, 165) One factor 

that might play a part is that journalists consider them to be biased, because of their special 

interest in the matter (Meyers, 1997: 91-92). However Meyers (1996:104) argues that advocates 

or experts of violence against women are the best sources to use, since they are more likely to be 

able to explain the complicity of violence against women, as well as placing it in the appropriate 

context of a social problem. 

3.6.2 Use of language 

When it comes to what language journalists use to describe perpetrators and victims of violence 

against women, Meyers research showed that women who suffer from male violence often were 

described in language that condemned and blamed them for their own victimization. Also 

mitigating factors were used to describe why the male perpetrator had carried out the violent act 

(Meyers, 1996: 4). Women that were victims of male violence were often portrayed as either a 

“good girl” or a “bad girl”, implying that victims were tried in the media in the sense that they 

can be either innocent or to blame for their victimization. Instead of holding the male perpetrator 

fully accountable for his actions, the media’s coverage tends to arise questions about how the 

victim could have acted to avoid being abused. If the woman's actions conform with what is 

considered traditional female behavior, she is portrayed as innocent, but if for example she has 

been unfaithful or involved with drugs, she is to blame for her victimization. This implies that 

there are limitations to what is acceptable female behavior and that women who do not act 

accordingly to the stereotypes are ”asking for it” and are at least partly responsible for their own 

victimization. (Meyers, 1996: 9) Therefore Meyers argues that the news contribute to maintain a 

patriarchal supremacy and encourage violence against women. (Meyers,1996: 9) 

 

“News reports of women as victims of sexist violence act as both a warning to women and a form of 

social control that outlines the boundaries of acceptable behavior and the forms of retribution they can 

expect for transgression.”  
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Although no previous research on how Guyanese media frame violence against women were 

found, a study in another so called developing country, Zambia, showed that language that 

blames the victim and/or excuse the perpetrator, is regularly featured. The study also showed that 

the Zambian press used language that justified the male perpetrators anger and rage by 

describing that they ”lost control” due to some sort of ”provocation” by the woman. (Rude, 

1999: 26) A study of Turkish newspapers came to the same conclusion. The studied newspapers 

were seen to take on a victim blaming approach, questioning the victim’s lifestyle choices and 

behavior. Women were even found to be accused of lying about consensual sex and calling it 

rape for revenge. (Zeynep, 2006:310) Instead of news reporting characterized by stereotypical 

representation of gender, Zeynep calls for a more gender-sensitive journalism. (2006:310)   

3.6.3 Context 

When it comes to context, the news media generally fails to put individual cases of violence 

against women in a broader context of a social problem. Bullock and Curbert (2002) investigated 

how 230 news articles in USA, framed domestic violence. They found that even though articles 

brought up a clear instance or case of domestic violence, journalists rarely explicitly defined or 

labelled the article as domestic violence. They argue that this is misleading, because the focus of 

the article would be on the crime instead of the social issues of power and control. Other 

researchers found that the articles seldom brought up previous abuse in the relationship, and 

therefore the event came across as an isolated event. (Kirkland Gillespie, Richards, Givens & 

Smith, 2013: 224).  

 

In Zambia the media's coverage presented cases of domestic violence as isolated and unique 

events, failing to portray it within the larger context of male dominance. (Rude, 1999: 26) 

 

Richards, Gillespie, and Smith (2011) examined differences in how articles that present femicide 

as domestic violence and those who don't. Some of the differences are that articles that do 

present femicide as domestic violence more often use domestic violence advocates as sources, 

quote friends and family giving advice to others in the same situation, and provide information 

for others in the same situation about which organizations to contact or how to get help.  



  

10 

4. Methodology 

This study lays it emphasis on a qualitative approach. One part consists of semi-structured in-

depth interviews with journalists on how they work with the coverage of violence against women 

and what problems and opportunities they see, when it comes to making an impact on society, 

through their reporting. The other part of the study is a content analysis of three daily 

newspapers, Kaieteur News, Stabroek News and Guyana Times. The purpose of the content 

analysis is to examine what sources, contexts and language journalists use to present cases of 

violence against women. The result of the content analysis has also been taken into consideration 

in the constructing of the  

 

4.1 Quantitative content analysis 

Quantitative content analysis is a suitable tool to examine frequencies of different variables 

within a determined material. (Esaiasson, 2012:197) 

 

In this content analysis six variables have been constructed to investigate how the media report 

on violence against women. The first five variables are all connected to the core components of a 

frame; sources, language and context: (1) ”Defining the event as Violence against women”, (2) 

”Report on previous abuse in the relationship”, (3) ”Violence against women as a social issue”, 

(4)”Sources used” and (5) ”Language used”. The first three categories investigate if the violent 

acts are placed in the context of a social issue with violence against women. The first category 

examines if journalists label obvious cases of violence against women as such. The second 

category examines if previous abuse in the relationship is brought up in the coverage. The third 

variable refers to if the news story uses any other language that suggests that the violent act is 

part of a larger social problem of violence against women. The fourth variable examines what 

sources are used in news stories, and the fifth variable investigates what language is used to 

describe the cause of the event, and involved perpetrator and victim. The first five variables were 

collected from Fairbairn & Dawson (2013), Gillespie, Richards, Givens & Smith (2013) and 

Richards, Gillespie, Smith (2014), and then adapted to the media landscape in Guyana. Category 

(6) ”Victim identification” was included after the interviews had been conducted and the result 

of the interviews pointed to that all newspapers had an unwritten policy not to disclose the 
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victims’ name in cases of violence against women. Since this variable was included after the 

interviews had been carried out, the result was not discussed with the respondents.  

 

Articles that are included in this content analysis, are those that cover male violence against 

women within the family sphere. It refers to all acts of male violence that result in bodily harm to 

women, where the victim and perpetrator somehow are related. Rape, battering, murder and 

other acts of physical assault will be included. The analysis solely aims to investigate the 

reporting on cases where women are victims of male violence within the family sphere. No 

consideration is taken to the reporting on cases of verbal sexual abuse or violence against women 

outside the family sphere. Not denying that verbal abuse can be harmful, or that violence 

happens in all spheres of society, and that it could be of importance to do a content analysis of 

those elements of violence against women as well. But in order to limit the extent of this content 

analysis, the focus is solely on male violence within the family sphere that results in bodily harm 

to women.  

 

For a more detailed description of the articles, variables and categories included in the content 

analysis, see Appendix Code instruction and Code book.  

 

The analysis stretches from the first of January 2014 to the 30th of april 2014 and includes three 

newspapers: Kaieteur News, Stabroek News and Guyana Times. Guyana Times was included in 

this study after respondents suggested that a pro-government media entity would be less likely to 

be critical towards the police or judicial system. No inserts were included in the study, because 

of time limitation and since most inserts had another focus than violence against women. Also 

the focus of this study is on the choices journalists make in their everyday coverage. In total 159 

news stories were found and coded. The articles were coded separately and then compiled in 

Excel.  

 

4.2 In-depth-interviews 

In-depth-interviews is an adequate tool to gain a deeper understanding of how a person perceives 

the world. It allows the interviewee to answer freely and unexpected, while the interviewer is 

able to ask follow up questions (Esaiasson, 2012: 252). 
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Eight interviews were conducted with journalists and editors from Stabroek News, Kaieteur 

News and Guyana Times. Two reporters and one editor from Stabroek News and Kaieteur News, 

and one editor and one reporter from Guyana Times. The interviews were constructed to cover 

four mayor themes in the journalists work: how they work with framing, what they consider 

news worthy, how they conduct their editorial work and what possibilities/obstacles to make an 

impact on society they experience. See Appendix for detailed interview guide. The selection of 

which journalist to include, was decided in consultation with editors on each newspaper. The in-

depth interviews are all recorded, transcribed and coded for the sake of reliability. They are all 

available upon request. However, some words were not possible to hear on the recordings and 

have been marked ”not audible”. In the coding process the interviews were summarized and 

relevant quotes highlighted.  

 

4.3 Validity and reliability 

The validity of the in-depth interviews is sensitive both to how the interviewer ask the question 

and how the interviewee interprets the question. For this purpose an interview guide was 

formulated in order to increase the chances for the interviewees to get the same question. Also 

the validity benefits from the interviews being semi-structured, which allows the interviewer to 

ask follow up question if the interviewee does not understand the question correctly.  

 

Even though the code instruction provides a thorough explanation of which articles that should 

be part of the content analysis, there might be a problem with how different researchers interpret 

the instruction. If different researchers include different articles, the result of the study could be 

inconsistent. However, for the purpose of this study, the use of keywords would not in a 

meaningful way capture how cases of violence against women are presented in the media. Since 

one of the main criticisms against how cases of male violence against women is portrayed in the 

media is that the media fails to place it in context of a social problem with violence against 

women. Therefore the validity of this study would not benefit from another way of choosing 

articles to include.  
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When it comes to the reliability of the content analysis the major issue lies with the gathering of 

the data. When collecting articles to analyze there is an obvious risk of missing some of the 

occurrences of variables the analysis was constructed to measure. There is also a risk of missing 

articles that report on violence against women. However, since the emphasis of this thesis lies on 

qualitative methods and theories, the result of this thesis should not be affected by such mistakes 

in any severe manner.  

 

4.4 Ethical considerations 

To interview reporters and editors about their seniors and the conditions at their workplace could 

be troublesome. Some of the respondents might not want to come across as critical towards their 

employers and some of the opinions expressed by the interviewees might be used against them. 

Therefore all participants have been anonymized. All participants were informed of the purpose 

of the study and in which context it would be published. The respondents were also given the 

possibility to ask the interviewer questions about the project, if any uncertainty. All participants 

gave their consent for the interviews to be recorded.  

 

4.5 Research process 

The study took place in Georgetown, Guyana, November-December 2014. The articles included 

in the content analysis were collected from The National Library's analog archive in 

Georgetown. All 159 articles were read three times, once in the collecting process to get a 

general idea and to assure that the article should be included in this study, and twice in the 

coding process in order to reduce the risk of errors.  All interviews were conducted face to face, 

during the month of November 2014. Furthermore, the interviews were carried out on each of the 

participants’ work place. The average time for each interview was 48 minutes.  

This study was initially intended to also investigate television and radio journalism. But since the 

filing system for television and radio stations in Guyana is insufficient, it was considered 

unmanageable. Also two variables that were part of the initial content analysis were later 

excluded, due to time restriction.  

 

4.6 Limitations 
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It would have been of interest to study how the readers perceive the reporting on violence against 

women. However, having in mind the time limitation of this bachelor thesis, an audience study 

was not possible to conduct. Another limitation is that it would have been of interest to include 

Guyana's fourth daily newspaper in the study, Guyana Chronicle to get a larger and clearer 

picture of the print media in Guyana, but time limitation made it unmanageable.  

5. Results  

Victim = V 

Perpetrator = P  

5.1 Quantitative content analysis  

5.1.1 Context 

Context All Newspapers Stabroek News Kaieteur News Guyana Times 

Previous abuse 22        (14 %) 6 13 3 

Label as VAW  52        (33 %) 15 22 15 

Other cases 18        (11 %) 7 8 3 

 Mentions 

protective 

legislations/acts/pr

ograms 

6          (4 %) 1 3 2 

 

 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.1.a.: Articles contextualizing the event as violence against women  

 

 

The first component that was examined was context. It refers to in which context the case of 

violence against women was placed, in the news stories. Four different categories were 

identified, which assist the reader to understand that the individual case is part of a larger context 

with domestic violence: (1) Labelling it as violence against women, (2) reporting on previous 

abuse in the relationship, (3) mentioning other cases of violence against women and (4) bringing 

up protective legislations/acts/programs. The most common way for journalists to present 

violence against women as more than an isolated case of violence, was to write about previous 
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abuse in the relationship. About one third or 52 in 159 articles mentioned previous abuse in the 

relationship as a factor explaining the event. When it comes to differences between the 

newspapers, Kaieteur News had most mentions of previous abuse with 22 of 58 articles (38 per 

cent), Guyana Times second most with 15 of 46  (33 per cent), and Stabroek News had least 

mentions with 15 of 55 (27 per cent). The second category identified is labelling or defining the 

violent acts as violence against women. Only 22 out of 159 articles used language that defined 

the clear instances of violence against women in any terminology close to violence against 

women. Kaieteur News had most articles defining the event as violence against women with 13 

out of 58 articles (22 per cent), Stabroek News had second most mentions with 6 out of 55 

articles (11 per cent) and Guyana Times was third with 3 out of 46 articles (7 per cent). Moving 

along to the third variable which is mentions of other cases of violence against women, Kaieteur 

News again had most mentions with 8 of 58 (14 percent) articles bringing up other cases. For 

Stabroek News 7 out of 55 (13 per cent) of articles referred to other cases of violence against 

women. Guyana Times had least mentions, with 3 out of 46 articles (7 per cent). When it comes 

to articles that include information about protective legislation, acts or programs only 6 articles 

were identified. Three from Kaieteur News, two from Guyana Times and one from Stabroek 

News.  

5.1.2 Sources used 

When it comes to sources used, official sources such as courts, police, hospitals and attorneys 

was by far the most used source in violence against women reporting. 140 articles out of 159 

articles (88 per cent) used some kind of official source in their coverage. All more or less evenly 

spread out over the three different newspapers (Stabroek 47 articles, Kaieteur 51 and Guyana 

Times 42). The second most commonly used source identified is the victim herself or friends, 

family and co-workers of the victim, used in 63 of the articles coded (39 per cent). In Stabroek 

News 24 out of 55 articles referred to the victim directly or a family member, friend or co-

worker of the victim. In Kaieteur News the same category was identified in 23 out of 58 articles, 

and for Guyana Times the figure is 16 out of 46 articles. Neighbors were interviewed in 24 

articles, 10 in Stabroek, 10 in Kaieteur and 4 in Guyana Times. The perpetrator or friends, family 

or co-worker of the perpetrator were used in 14 articles, 6 in Stabroek, 6 in Kaieteur and 2 in 

Guyana Times. Eyewitnesses were referred to in 7 articles, and children under 18 were referred 
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to as a source in two stories, one in Stabroek and one in Kaieteur. Only in one news story, in 

Kaieteur News, was a violence against women advocate used as a source.  

 

Sources All Newspapers Stabroek News Kaieteur News Guyana Times 

Official 140         (88 %)  47 51 42 

Neighbors 24           (15 %)  10 10 4 

Victim or 

family/friends/co

worker 

63           (39 %) 24 23 16 

Perpetrator or  

family/friends 

14          (9%) 6 6 2 

VAW advocates 1              (<1%) 0 1 0 

Eyewitnesses 7              (4%) 1 2 4 

Young children of 

the victim  

2              (<2%) 1 1 0 

N 159  55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.2.a.: Sources identified in articles.  

 

5.1.3 Language used 

When it comes to language used to describe the involved victim and perpetrator and their 

relationship, victim blaming language appeared in over half of the articles (85 out of 159), 

perpetrator excusing language was found in 77 out of 159 articles, and language that blamed a 

faulty judicial system was identified in 28 out of 159 articles. The findings showed that Kaieteur 

News had 32 articles that used victim blaming language and 31 articles including perpetrator 

excusing language. For Stabroek News the number of occurrences of victim blaming language 

was 32 articles and 25 articles which contained language that excused the perpetrator. In Guyana 

Times 21 articles included victim blaming language and 21 articles included perpetrator 

excusing. Of the 28 articles where language that blamed a faulty judicial system was found, 11 

were found in Stabroek News, 10 in Kaieteur News and 7 in Guyana Times.  
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Used language Total Stabroek News Kaieteur News Guyana Times 

Victim blaming 

language 

85            (53%) 32 32 21 

Perpetrator 

excusing  

77            (48%) 25 31 21 

Faulty judicial 

system 

28            (18%) 11 10 7 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.3.a.: Language used describing victims, perpetrators and the course of events leading up to 

the violent act. Divided into categories. 

 

When it comes to victim blaming language the category with most occurrences is ”Victim 

engaged in argument/dispute/ignored perpetrator” reoccurring in 60 articles (39 per cent). It is 

followed by ”Victim was not cautious enough” which was identified in 14 articles, and also 

includes language that describes that the victim didn't seek help or didn't take threats seriously. 

For perpetrator excusing language, ”Perpetrator lost control due to perceived victim 

rejection/infidelity” is the category with most occurrences, identified in 48 cases (30 per cent). It 

is followed by ”Perpetrator and Victim separated” 28 cases (18 per cent) and ”Perpetrator 

substance use” 24 cases (15 per cent). 

 

Victim blaming All Newspapers Stabroek Kaieter News Guyana Times 

V engaged in  

argument/dispute/ 

V ignored P 

60           (38%) 25 19 16 

V not  

cautious enough 

14           (9%) 2 7 5 

V substance use 6             (4%) 1 3 2 

V didn’t leave 

soon enough 

6        (4%) 2 4 0 

V was violent 4             (3%) 0 2 2 
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Victim blaming All Newspapers Stabroek Kaieter News Guyana Times 

V physical health 3             (2%) 1 2 0 

V mental health 3             (2%) 3 0 0 

V got involved  

with man with 

violent 

history 

2             (<2%) 2 0 0 

V is exaggerating  1             (<1%) 0 1 0 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.3.b.: Victim blaming language in articles. Sorted by frequency.  

 

P excusing All Newspapers Stabroek Kaieter News Guyana Times 

P lost  

control  

48          (30%) 15 20 13 

V and P separated 28          (18%) 8 13 7 

P substance use 24          (15%) 11 10 3 

Economical 

problems 

11          (7%) 5 6 0 

P mental health 9            (6%) 2 7 0 

P jealous 7            (4%) 0 4 3 

Marital problems 6            (4%) 0 2 4 

P physical  

health 

3            (2%) 1 1 1 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.3.c.: Perpetrator excusing language in articles. Sorted by frequency 
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The faulty judicial system category is divided into two categories ”Faulty police work” and 

”Ineffective legal system”, with ”Faulty police work” being the most commonly used description 

occurring in 25 articles.  

 

Judicial system Total Stabroek News Kaieter News Guyana Times 

Faulty police work 25          (16%) 9 10 6 

Ineffective legal 

system  

4             (3%) 2 1 1 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.3.c.: Language that describes a faulty judicial system. Sorted by frequency 

 

5.1.4 Victim identification 

In the victim identification category, the most common occurrence is that the victim is identified 

in the story through her own name. 134 out of 159 articles identified the victim with her name. 

Adding the times the victim is identified through the perpetrators name and the times the victim 

is identified through a picture of her to the calculation, 152 out of 159 articles  identify the victim 

and only 7 articles doesn't.  

 

Victim identified Total Stabroek Kaieteur Guyana Times 

No 7             (4%) 0 5 2 

Yes - through her 

name 

140         (88 %) 53 44 43 

Yes - through the 

perpetrator name 

11            (7%) 2 8 1 

Yes - through 

picture of her 

1               (<1%) 0 1 0 

N 159 55 58 46 

Figure 5.1.4.a.: Number of articles identifying victims 
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5.2 In-depth-interviews 

 

SN = Stabroek News 

KN = Kaieteur News 

GT = Guyana Times 

5.2.1 How the respondents view the coverage 

Almost all respondents agree on that the news media has done a good job highlighting violence 

against women and given the topic prominence. The editor at Kaieteur News says ”You would 

see those stories on a colored page and that would be the top of the page, so what I say is that 

we don't hide it away. We try to make it as prominent as we could.” Another reoccurring answer 

is that the media is good at giving recommendations for other victims. All respondents state that 

they experience that their owners/editors view violence against women as an important issue. 

One of the Stabroek News reporters, who choses freely what type of stories to write on, says that 

violence against women is a topic that is given prominence. The reporter has never been shot 

down pitching a story on a ”women's issue”. The reporter at Guyana Times says ”We always 

have a board as to say this story will take priority... and one of those stories is definitely 

domestic violence”. All respondents value violence against women as an important issue for 

them personally. 

 

When it comes to how important they experience that readers feel that the issue is, the answers 

vary. Several of the interviewees state that they get a mixed reaction from readers, that there are 

readers that are very interested and those who don't want to read about it. A few of the 

respondents say that readers have got used to violence against women, so they have stopped 

caring. A couple of the interviewees say that their experience is that readers are very interested 

and regard it as important.  

 

Some of the reporters experience that stories on violence against women tend to be 

sensationalized. ”Often media focuses on the gruesome aspects of isolated cases instead of 

focusing on the issue in a wider spectra.” says one of the reporters from Stabroek News.  
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Most respondents also mention that follow ups is something they could do better. A reporter at 

Kaieteur News thinks that follow ups can make a difference for other victims that are 

experiencing abuse. ”And do stories on these women to find out, what it is that you are doing 

now in your life to prevent this from happening again”. A few respondents stated that they 

experience that some reporters are not sensitive enough, when they report on this issue. The 

editor from Stabroek News brought up the aspect of competition with other newspapers 

”Everybody wants the better story, we compete. Sometimes there are details that should not be 

disclosed, details that some editors and journalist are careless with.” Some of the reporters say 

that the news media should not only report on the issue to report on a case, but also to look at it 

in a wider perspective.  

 

When it comes to what differences and similarities the respondents distinguished between media 

houses, the issues of sensationalization and sensitivity was brought up again. A couple of the 

reporters pointed out Kaieteur News as the newspaper that would tend to sensationalize and use 

graphic photos. The Kaieteur News editor in chief says that their newspaper is straightforward in 

the choice of words ”So a man beats his wife, one newspaper may report that he assaulted her, 

another newspaper might say he cuffed, kicked and slapped her.” Even though some reporters 

identified differences in the way cases of violence against women were covered, most reporters 

also say that the reporting overall is much alike, in the sense that they all highlight it and give it 

prominence. The Stabroek News editor says that some news organizations would be reluctant to 

report on a case of violence against women, if the involved perpetrator is affiliated with the 

owner of the paper.  

 

A reoccurring answer, when it comes to news worthiness, is that the media report on all the cases 

they hear about, suggesting that the problem is that they don't hear about all cases. However, all 

respondents also referred to the severity of the violent act as an indicator of how much 

prominence a case of violence against women is given. The more brutal and severe the act is 

considered, the more likely it is to be a first page story. The reporter from Guyana Times says 

”So if somebody calls in and says ”This woman has been beaten” probably the first question 

would be ”How severe? Is she dead?” that would draw the interest more as an individual 

reporter to get that story.” Some interviewees discuss that the severity and brutality of the 
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violent act, not only decides whether a story is put on the first page, but also decide how broad 

the coverage is. The more severe a case is, the longer it will get coverage.  

 

Some respondents stated that cases where the victim is fighting for justice, or when the police 

have not done what they should, and the woman turn to the newspaper, are more likely to be 

published. Also, a bit contradictory, if a case of violence against women has got police or court 

attention, it is also likely to be published, since the police or court would put out a statement that 

journalists would take part of.  

5.2.2 Editorial work and guidelines  

There are no written policies on how to report on violence against women, on the examined 

newspapers. However, all editors describe an unwritten protocol or guideline of how they work 

with news stories in general. All respondents express that there is an open dialogue between 

reporters and editors, where editors guide reporters in how to go about with the reporting, and 

reporters can go to editors if they need help. Reporters and editors on Stabroek News and 

Guyana Times express that they have in-house training, which means that junior reporters are 

assigned a mentor among the more experienced reporters. 

 

When it comes to guidelines specific on how to report on violence against women, all 

newspapers declare that they are not to identify victims. One of the reporters from Kaieteur 

News says that they don't identify victims, unless the case is being brought up in court.  

Reporters from Stabroek News and Guyana Times also state that they have attended workshops 

on how to report on violence against women. Many of the interviewed also address that there is 

an unwritten guideline for reporters to be sensitive both when they approach victims or family of 

victims and when it comes to what they write, so it does not cause more harm to the victim or her 

family. In contradiction to that, other respondents consider the reporting to be insensitive. One 

reporter from Stabroek News for example argues that female reporters should cover these issues. 

The reporter states that male journalists do not show enough sensitivity. 

 

Most of the interviewed journalists are assigned news stories by their editors, however some also 

express that they are free to come with suggestions of stories they want to do. Only one reporter 

(employed at Stabroek News) choses freely what to write on. The reporter mostly do human 
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interest and women's issue. The reporter from Guyana Times is responsible for all crime news at 

Guyana Times, which includes violence against women.  The rest of the reporters are general 

reporters, which means that they cover several beats and rotate between them. 

 

Respondents from all newspapers described that in addition to reporting on cases of violence 

against women, sometimes they themselves help victims to contact relevant agencies or 

organization in order to get help. The Kaieteur News editor says that women often turn to their 

newspaper if they feel that their case is not getting the required attention by police or government 

agencies. A Stabroek News reporter explains that a woman the reporter had helped to file 

charges against her abusive partner just had called to say thank you, for supporting and 

encouraging her through the process. A reporter on Kaieteur News says that sometimes they 

don't even publish stories they come by, they solely looks into that the adequate actions are 

taken. The Guyana Times editor states that there is an unwritten policy on their newspaper for 

reporters to give recommendations to victims they interview. 

5.2.3 Used language 

When asked about how they reflect on what language they use, the answers varied to a large 

degree. For example Guyana Times and Kaieteur News editors say that their newspapers try not 

to sensationalize around details surrounding the case, although they might mention them. 

However, the reporter from Guyana Times says that there are various reasons for a man to hit a 

woman, and vice versa, and that they would put that in the headline. For example, if they hear 

that a female victim have been unfaithful, they would put that in the headline. The Kaieteur 

News editor says that their newspaper would try perpetrators as in court. The editor also 

problematize the aspect that journalists are sprung out of the same society as the perpetrators 

they report on: ”How does a reporter, a male reporter that beats a woman, write a story 

condemning a man that beats a woman?”.  

 

When asked what information they regard as important to include in a story on violence against 

women, a reappearing answer among the interviewees is that the reporting should include 

warning signs for when this can happen, so that other women and men can apply that to their 

own lives and run or avoid a similar situation. The interviewees from Guyana Times, state that 

giving the perpetrator's background and causes is important. A reporter from Kaieteur News 
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comments that even though the woman might be a victim, there might be circumstances that lead 

the man to carry out the act: ”You will find that the man has been working hard, sometimes he is 

a cane cutter, he has been in the fields all day cutting cane, he comes home, his wife is drunk, 

she has not cooked any food, or he comes home and finds her with another man and stuff like 

that. And he goes berserk, a lot of the cases you find men are frustrated, social issue play a large 

part, finical issues, drunkardness...”. The reporter argues that trying to find circumstances within 

the individual relationship to why the man carried out the act, make the story more balanced and 

can help men in the same situation to apply the course of events to their own lives and avoid to 

act in a similar manner.  

 

The answers from the interviewees from Stabroek News, on the other hand, indicate that they 

avoid reporting a reason within the individual relationship, for the man to carry out the act. One 

of the Stabroek News reporters says:”because regardless of she was unfaithful or not, it doesn't 

justify the action”. Another reporter at Stabroek News believes the reason for including such 

information is that reporters want to make their stories more interesting and therefore report on 

”juicy” details. The reporter also thinks it has to do with the competition with other media 

houses. In order to be the cutting edge reporters include as much information as possible. Which,   

a Kaieteur News reporter argues might be caused by the editors:”it might be because our editors 

asks us ”What do we know about this person?” or what could have caused it. And we want to 

show them that we know what we are writing about.” Some of the interviewees also say that 

mentioning other social issues in the article, is regarded as a valid aspect to report on. For 

example if the perpetrator has a problem with alcohol, some of the interviewed say that it is of 

importance for the readers to understand that alcohol is a factor that plays a part in violence 

against women cases.  

 

Many reporters mention that some of descriptions of the perpetrator, the victim and their 

relationship comes from what victims/perpetrators themselves or their attorneys have said in 

court. The reporters then consider it as legitimate to report on it, not as a fact, but as what was 

said in court. The Stabroek News editor explains:”If it is said in court, that the man said the 

reason was that he was denied sex, the reporter will write that. Not as a fact, but that was what 

the man said”. 
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5.2.4 Context 

Some of the respondents argue that even though the reporting fails to define or label the acts as 

violence against women, the continuous reporting and highlighting of the issue gets the audience 

to understand that the individual incidents are part of a recurring issue with violence against 

women. A few of the reporters say that how a case of violence against women is labelled, comes 

down to how you categorize the incidents, and that since violence against women is a crime, it is 

often categorized under crime news. This is also supported by the fact that the Guyana Times 

reporter is responsible for crime news, which includes violence against women. One of the 

Kaieteur News reporters discusses that editors have a greater responsibility than reporters in how 

it is labelled. ”If a woman dies, this definitely comes down to the editor's guidance, how we 

should label it”. Another Kaieteur News reporter argues in a similar manner concluding that it 

comes down to the guideline and policy of the newspaper. The Guyana Times reporter explains 

that, on Guyana Times, they would give prominence to murder or battering, over violence 

against women. The reporter says that this has to do with violence against women being a crime, 

but also that more attention would be drawn to an article that gives prominence to murder instead 

of violence against women. 

 

Another identified issue when it comes to contextualizing violence against women is sources of 

information, which will be discussed further down.  

5.2.5 Used sources 

Almost all reporters state that official sources, such as police, courts and hospitals are the most 

commonly used source, because it is usually where newspapers first get to know about the 

violent acts. Some other explanation models were also identified. For example a reporter at 

Stabroek News says that reporters use official sources to lend credibility to the story, another 

Stabroek News reporter comments that phone numbers to officials sources are available on their 

newspapers, and they are easy to get on to. The Guyana Times editor argues that there is a 

culture in Guyanese media to go after a story from top to bottom, meaning that journalists prefer 

going to officials rather than the people on the ground for information. 

 

Some of the reporters give attention to news stories that are given broad coverage over longer 

periods of time. Then it is more likely for journalists to bring in different voices providing other 
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perspectives. A Kaieteur News reporter explains ”you have some cases that are so terrible that 

they will linger in the media, and so to get the different angles you get different people 

involved”.  

 

When it comes to using violence against women advocates as a source, opinions go apart. The 

Kaieteur News editor and one of the newspaper's reporters don't consider them as a relevant 

source. The editor does not view them as experts. The Guyana Times reporter wouldn't 

recommend anyone to go to NGO Help And Shelter for help, because the reporter does not view 

them as a reliable organization. Some reporters say that they would only include NGOs and their 

advocates if the violated woman would have gone to them for help. Another section of the 

respondents do value violence against women advocates as an important source, however some 

mention that it is harder to get a comment from an advocate. A few reporters say that reporters 

wouldn't know who to contact, others say that there are so few advocates that are willing to give 

statements and that they are not always available. The editor on pro-government Guyana Times, 

says that sometimes the advocates tend to politicize violence against women, instead of giving 

comments and recommendations on how to report on particular cases. On the other hand, one of 

the Stabroek News reporters rates violence against women advocates as the most valuable 

source. The reporters says that it is in the interest of the police, and the government agencies to 

hide or deny information, whilst violence against women advocates are more trustworthy. The 

same reporter also argues that advocates might be able to point reporters to a parallel case, which 

might be of interest. 

 

Some respondents stated that when a woman turns to the newspapers to get justice it is more 

likely to be published. A bit contradictory to the previous finding, but consistent with previous 

research, is that respondents said that if a case of violence against women has become a police 

case it is likely to be published. Since there would be a statement that the reporters would take 

part of.  

5.2.6 Possibility to make impact 

A few reporters mention that their possibility to make an impact lies in informing and educating 

the public. Although the Kaieteur News editor says that the people that are most in need of 

educating themselves in the subject do not normally read the paper. A number of the respondents 
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experience that the news media's reporting have affected both communities and society at large. 

One reoccurring reference is a new act that the interviewees say partly was caused by the news 

media's continuous coverage of violence against women. The Guyana Times editor is of the 

opinion that the media has an important role to steer the public debate in the right direction. The 

editor pinpoints the media's possibilities to give voice to abused women and NGOs, as an 

important part of their coverage. However, the Guyana Times editor, as do a few other of the 

respondents, identify limited resources, such as time, money and knowledge as hinderances to 

make a greater impact. Some of the respondents state that the turnover of staff and the limited 

time journalists have to complete a story contribute to the reporting lacking in some respects. 

When it comes to reporting on previous cases of violence against women, newly employed 

journalists might not know about previous cases, and therefore have to do research which take 

time that they don't have. One reporter says that untrained reporters are less likely to use correct 

terminology. A few reporters say that untrained reporters just keep to the basics. One of the 

Stabroek News reporters says that because of limited resources, editors lower their 

expectations:”Sometimes it is too much for the editor. He is already, he or she is already dealing 

with a high turn-over of the staff, sometimes they can try but they can’t, but at least they'd say 

”we got this right we got the story, the name is right, they did die, and this is how it happened”. 

 

Another factor is that some of the journalists experience that victims and their families, 

sometimes don't want to speak with the media. Sometimes out of embarrassment, sometimes 

because she, the victim, does not want to press charges against her partner. According to some of 

the respondents, this causes that previous abuse in the relationship is rarely reported on. It also 

causes reporters to turn to officials for information. A couple of the reporters mention that 

ministers sometimes are hard to get comments from, and one reporter mentions that there have 

been cases when government officials have accused reporters of lying. As earlier described under 

sources, violence against women advocates are also considered time consuming to get comments 

from.  

 

More than one reporter bring up that having a reporter specialized in covering violence against 

women, could improve the quality of the reporting, because such reporters would be able to label 

violence against women adequately, would know about previous cases and would have time to 
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contact different sources and find statistics. One of the Stabroek News reporters believes that 

violence against women is not considered important enough by editors, for them to assign 

someone to work solely with violence against women. A reporter at Kaieteur News says that 

money in an issue for the newspapers ”you have to invest money, and whether they are willing to 

invest money to deal with these specific issue, because you have to learn the agenda, the 

policies..”.  

6. Discussion 

6.1 Used language 

Even though a few of the reporters said that there are no mitigating factors, when it comes to 

violence against women, the result of the content analysis and what others of the interviewees 

said, points at the opposite direction. 85 of 150 articles examined, used victim blaming language, 

77 of 159 used perpetrator excusing language. The two most commonly used descriptions were 

that the man carried out the act because he perceived victim rejection or infidelity and that an 

argument had taken place between the man and the woman before the incident, holding the 

female partly responsible for what had happened or removing blame from the perpetrator. This 

conforms with previous research (e. g. Meyers, 97, Bullock & Cubert, 2002 and Kirkland 

Gillespie, Richards, Givens & Smith, 2013) indicating that even though the issue is highlighted 

and reoccurring in the print media in Guyana (with 159 found articles over a four months span), 

the reporting in large works to maintain the patriarchal power structures instead of breaking them 

down. When asked what to include in a story of violence against women, several respondents 

mentioned that some instance of warning signs should be included; what others should look out 

for not to become victims themselves. This finding is consistent with previous research that the 

coverage of violence against women serves as a warning to all women of what is suitable female 

behavior, and the consequences of not acting accordingly. It also seems to conform to what 

feminist theorists argue, that patriarchy benefits from being the ideology of the ruling class, and 

therefore taken for granted or as the natural state of things (Meyers, 97:20). Therefore some 

reporters, and people in general, do not identify that the problem does not lie with women not 

knowing the warning signs, but rather with that certain female behaviour will upset a man to the 

extent that he will kill or harm a woman.  
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Some of the respondents identify a problem with focusing on the gruesome aspects of a certain 

case, instead of focusing on the social issue of women dying at hands of men (including all 

respondents from Stabroek News). Others do not see a problem in sensationalizing in order to 

pull readership, as long as the facts are true. This is also supported by what some of the 

interviewees view as important information to include in a story. This is consistent with previous 

research indicating that what journalists think that readers are interested in, is more likely to get 

coverage (Melloy & Miller, 2010:74). It is also reasonable to believe that focusing on sensational 

and unique aspects of violence against women cases, contributes to victim blaming language. It 

is also likely that sensational reporting leads to that cases comes across as isolated events and 

that people involved in violence against women is different from ”us”. 

 

Another explanation that is recurring in the interviews is that when victim and perpetrator are in 

court, reporters only write what is said in court, not as a truth but as what was said. This indicates 

that victim blaming or perpetrator excusing language is accepted as long as the reporter presents 

it as what was said in court. This kind of reasoning undermines journalists’ important role of 

giving prominence to certain perspectives, values and voices. (Stromback, 2000, s 214)  

 

6.2 Context 

The newspapers in Guyana generally fail to contextualize cases of violence against women 

correctly. In the labelling of cases, emphasis seems to be placed on the criminal offense, and 

forgotten is the social issue of women getting beaten or killed by men, which will mislead the 

readers. Not even a third of the articles (52 in 159) brought up previous abuse in the relationship 

and only a few brought up other cases of violence against women, defined the event as violence 

against women or reported on protective laws, acts or programs that victim can turn to. On 

Guyana Times violence against women comes under crime news. Previous research has found 

that crime news tend to give the police perspective dominance over others, focusing on solving 

the case and therefore the specific details (Meyers, 96: 92). The labelling of cases of violence 

against women is crucial to the context in which news events should be understood (Kirkland 

Gilespie, Richards, Givens & Smith, 2013: 224).  

The coverage of courts not only excuses reporters to use victim blaming language, it also 

contributes to violence against women not being placed in the right context. If a case comes up in 
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court, there are court reporters that would do the story. The court reporters are usually 

unexperienced junior reporters and might not be aware of other sources, other cases of violence 

against women, laws and not familiar with terminology. Which would reduce the chances of 

cases being framed adequately.  

 

6.3 Sources used 

The results follow the pattern of previous research; official sources is by far the most commonly 

used source. They are regarded as easy to get hold of and also the police, courts and hospitals are 

institutions that are covered by the newspapers, so it is the normal source where reporters first 

hear of stories regarding violence against women.  

 

Violence against women advocates were used only in one news story, indicating that they are not 

highly valued as a source. An interesting observation is that the one article which used violence 

against women advocate as a source was found in Kaieteur News which seemed most critical 

towards advocates in the interviews. The editor stated that he does not view the advocates as 

experts and one of Kaieteur News reporters never uses them, because she does not view them as 

relevant. Another observation is that the editor on pro-government Guyana Times don't use 

violence against women advocates because they politicize the issue. Previous researchers argue 

that violence against women should be placed within a societal context.  

 

A finding that is a bit contradictory, is that some respondents argue that a case where the victim 

is not getting the required attention by police, is more likely to get coverage. While other 

interviewees, in accordance with previous studies, say that a case that has got police attention is 

more likely to get coverage, since the police would put out a statement. A conclusion could be 

that Kaieteur News media worker, who are viewed as anti-government, tend to focus on cases 

where faulty police work is involved. Another conclusion could be that fighting for justice is that 

unique detail that Meyers (96: 99-100) argues makes a case of violence against women relevant 

for the news media.  

 

Another aspect that is brought up by a few of the reporters is that when there is a very brutal 

case, that lingers in the media for a while, reporters are given more time to write the story, and it 
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is more likely that other sources, that are harder to get in touch with, are used. Implying that 

violence against women is not viewed as a topic important enough to be given enough time to 

contact different sources, unless it is a brutal case. This marginalization of violence against 

women, only to be regarded as important if the woman is brutally injured or dead, conforms with 

previous literature. The severity of the violent act is something that Meloy & Miller (2010:74) 

holds as decisive for a case of violence against women to get coverage. The brutality of a case 

can also be linked to what Meyers (1996) refers to as ”uniqueness” and what Nord and 

Stromback (2012) refer to as sensation and deviation. However, one major difference in this 

study, compared to previous studies, is that almost all respondents experience that their 

newspapers report on all cases they hear of. To draw any conclusions from this finding, further 

research is required.  

 

6.4 Editorial policies, disucssions and procedures 

Only one reporter, from Stabroek News, choses freely what to write on. The rest of the reporters 

are assigned stories. The Guyana Times reporter is responsible for all crime news at Guyana 

Times, but the rest of the reporters are general reporters, which means that they cover several 

beats and rotate between them. Guyana Times and Stabroek News reporters state that they have 

in-house training and that reporters have attended workshops on how to report on violence 

against women.  

 

All of the respondents agree to that there is an open discussion between reporter and editor. 

Some of the respondents, including all editors, refer to an unwritten guideline for reporting on 

violence against women. One of the reoccurring answers is that reporters should approach 

victims and their families in a sensitive manner and the reporting should not cause more harm to 

them or their family. Also, there seem to be a consent among the newspapers not to disclose the 

victim's name. However only 7 in 159 articles did not identify the victim in any way. Only one 

Kaieteur News reporter has the reservation that reporters don't identify victims, unless the matter 

is brought up in court. Although no distinction was made in the content analysis, between articles 

that reported on court matters and those who did not, the conclusion still is that victims are 

identified in a much larger number than the policies of the newspapers would allow.  
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Another finding suggests that competition makes the reporting less sensitive. In order to be 

cutting edge, reporters sometimes report on certain details just to get a more interesting story. A 

Kaieteur News reporter argues that this might be caused by editors pushing reporters to collect as 

much information as possible.  

 

6.5 The coverage  

Another contradiction in the findings is that some respondents pointed out Kaieteur News as 

being more sensational in their reporting, while other reporters said that all newspapers are much 

alike in the reporting, since all highlight it, use the same sources and facts. The content analysis 

does not measure how sensational a story was written, but if sensationalism can be linked to the 

victim being blamed in language, no support was found in the content analysis to suggest that 

Kaieteur News would report in a more sensational way than the other newspapers. However the 

editor at Kaieteur News concludes that they are straightforward and do not use euphemisms in 

descriptions of violence against women. But this is nothing that is unique for Kaieteur News. 

The Guyana Times reporter states that they would use a sensational aspect in the headline to pull 

readership.  

 

Another result of the study is that many respondents expressed that there role was not always just 

to report on the stories. Sometimes the reporters became active actors by making sure that 

victims got the attention they needed or helped them get in contact with the relevant agencies. 

Guyana Times even has an unwritten policy on that their reporters should give recommendations 

to victims of violence. 

 

6.6 Possibilities and obstacles to make an impact  

Several of the respondents is of the opinion that the media play an important part in highlighting 

violence against women, and that is also how they experience that they can make an impact on 

society. Both through educating and through informing people on the issue. Several respondents 

refer to a new act and that the act was partly brought about by the media's coverage of violence 

against women. Some reporters express that something they could do better is follow ups, 

because it would lead to an even more impacting coverage. However a few respondents indicate 
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that the purpose of the follow ups would be to find out what the woman is doing to avoid being 

abused again. Which once again would serve as a warning to other women.   

 

There are some limitations that journalists and editors give prominence to in their responses; 

these are all connected: time, knowledge and money. Both reporters and editors state that time is 

an obstacle for them in their coverage. For example when it comes to which sources they use. To 

get in touch with other sources than the police and the courts is something that is regarded as 

time consuming. As the literature indicate, the chosen source affects in which context the event 

is placed in (e.g Kirkland Gilespie, Richards, Givens and Smith, 2013). In this sense time 

limitation is an instrumental factor influencing how violence against women is portrayed. Other 

components that feminists argue as important are also regarded as time consuming like providing 

statistics, using domestic violence advocates as sources and providing information of means of 

getting help. Another identified obstacle that is closely linked with time and money, is 

knowledge. For a journalist to gain knowledge in reporting on violence against women in a 

suitable manner, it would take time and money to attend workshops, or time for a journalist to 

find the relevant information, sources or get familiar with terminology. Many respondents return 

to that a specialized reporter that solely focus on violence against women, would probably have 

the knowledge and time to cover it in an adequate manner. However, money is distinguished as 

an obstacle for editors not to appoint specialized reporters. The conclusion is, that all of the so 

far mentioned obstacles, come down to that violence against women generally is not considered 

important enough for journalists to be given the resources to cover it thoroughly. As described 

under other headings, only very severe cases are guaranteed to get a broad coverage.  This is 

contradictory to what the respondents state when asked how important the issue is for them and 

their owners/editors. All interviewed state that the issue is regarded important for both them and 

their owners/editors. However, the interviewees also state that the readers’ interest is not as high. 

A parallel could be drawn to Melloy & Miller who argue that what journalist believe that the 

readers want, is decisive to what is reported on. Since editors and reporters believe that readers 

don't think that the topic is important, it is not given enough resources, even though they 

themselves value it as important.   
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The only two clear indications of that the issue is regarded important on the examined 

newspapers is that all papers seem to be good at highlighting the issue and that Stabroek News 

have one reporter who solely works with human interest or women's issues, which include 

violence against women. 

 

Another limitation that some of the respondents experience is that victims, their families and 

violence against women advocates are hard to get comments from. Victims and their families 

might not talk out of embarrassment or might not want to talk to the media because they are not 

pressing charges against the perpetrator. Violence against women advocates are considered 

unavailable and hard to get in touch with. Once again this comes down to time, money and 

knowledge. 
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7. Conclusion 

 

Research question 1: How do print media journalists and editors work with and frame sources, 

context and language, when they cover violence against women?  

 

The reporting in Guyana is consistent with previous research. The conclusion is that when it 

comes to context, language and sources used, the newspapers generally fail to work with 

violence against women adequately. The reporting preserve and regenerate the patriarchal power 

structures by using victim blaming or perpetrator excusing language, not covering it as a social 

issue and by overusing official sources.  

 

Research question 2: When it comes to reporting on violence against women, what guidelines 

and views on news value are factors in the work of reporters and editors?  

 

There are unwritten guidelines on all newspapers, but the guidelines are not always followed. 

Victims are identified, even though they are not supposed to be, some respondents regard the 

reporting as insensitive even though sensitivity is an unwritten policy on all newspapers. 

Competition between media entities is identified as one factor that makes the reporting less 

sensitive and more sensational.  

 

When it comes to the view on news value, the findings conforms to the literature, indicating that 

the police play an important part in what is covered and that the severity of the act determines 

what kind of coverage a case gets. Such news value marginalizes male violence against women 

by solely focusing on the issue when the circumstances are considered brutal. However, the in-

depth interviews also indicated that all cases of violence against women that the respondents hear 

of are covered. This is inconsistent with previous research and will be suggested as a subject for 

further research.   

 

Research question 3:  What obstacles and possibilities do the journalists and editors see, when 

it comes to making an impact on society, through reporting on cases of violence against women? 
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The respondents identify informing and highlighting as their possibility to make an impact, 

which they experience that they do. A number of interviewees pinpoint follow ups and 

specialized reporters as a way to make the reporting more impacting. When it comes to 

obstacles, time, knowledge and money is identified as limitations. Conforming to the findings on 

the view on news value, the conclusion is that violence against women is generally not 

considered important enough for reporters to be given the resources necessary to frame violence 

against women adequately. The findings also suggest that training on how to report on the topic 

is required.  
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8. Suggestions on further research 

For further research a more qualitative approach to the articles would give a better understanding 

of the coverage. The content analysis can only examine occurrences within a certain material, so 

a qualitative approach might indicate gradation in a better way. It would also have been of 

interest to further investigate how violence against women advocates in Guyana view the 

coverage. Previous researchers have done the same in other parts of the world. Since advocates 

have a unique perspective and understanding, their viewpoints could aid editors and reporters in 

improving the reporting to be able to frame violence against women more adequately. The in-

depth-interviews indicated that all cases of violence against women that the newspapers hear of, 

are reported on. This is a finding that would be interesting to further investigate, since it is 

inconsistent with previous research.  
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Appendix 

Interview guide  

 

1. When did you start your work as a journalist/editor? For how long have you been at this 

newspaper? At what position?  

2. On a scale 1-5, how much do you (or your newspaper) cover violence against women (VAW), 

1 being never, 5 being frequently? How come? 

3. On a scale 1-5, how important do you feel that this issue is for your owners/editors, 1 being 

not important at all, 5 being very important?  How come? What makes you draw that 

conclusion?  

4. On a scale 1-5 how important do you think that readers feel this issue is, 1 being not important 

at all, 5 being very important?  How come? What makes you draw that conclusion?  

5. On a scale 1-5 how important do you feel that this issue is for you, 1 being not important at all, 

5 being very important? How come?  

6. What would you say that news media are good at, when it comes to the coverage of cases of 

violence against women? 

7. What would you say that news media could do better, when it comes to the coverage of cases 

of violence against women? 

8. What are, in your opinion, the differences or/and similarities between different media houses 

coverage of VAW? General or specific 

THEME FRAMING AND NEWS VALUE 

9. Since violence against women is wide spread, and not all cases are reported in the media, what 

would you say makes a case of violence against women interesting enough to get coverage from 

your newspaper? Could you give an example? 

10. Have you had any discussions (or are there any policies) at your newspaper, regarding how to 

cover VAW?  

11. In my study, I used feminist theory to investigate how newspapers portrays cases of VAW. 

That means that I studied if there were any stereotypes or myths of typical female and male 

behavior in the coverage. I did find some stereotypical and simplifying language describing why 

the male perpetrator had carried out the different violent acts. For example there were two cases 

where the reason given for assault was simplified to that the man was drunk and the female had 

refused sex. In another case infidelity was given as one of the reasons to why the man had killed 

his wife and himself, this implies that if a woman in unfaithful or if she refuses sex she can 

expect the man to hurt her. How do you reflect on how you describe victims and perpetrators in 

cases of VAW? Do you have any discussions or policies on you newspaper regarding this? 

12. In addition to that I also found that the coverage of cases of VAW, generally speaking failed 

to put VAW in a context of a social problem with VAW. Partly because the cases were not 

labeled VAW, and partly because coverage seldom brought up previous abuse in the 

relationship. Therefore the cases were often portrayed as either just another case of violence, or 

as an isolated event. What would you say is the reason for reporters not to bring up previous 

abuse, or labeling cases as VAW? 

13. I also found that the most commonly used source was official sources, such as police, courts, 

attorneys and hospitals, followed by family and friends, third was neighbors and last and almost 
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never use were so called domestic violence advocates. What are your comments on that? How do 

you value and chose sources generally? Any discussions of this at your newspaper? 

14.  In which sense would you say that journalistic training has influenced how you (or your 

newspaper) portray cases of VAW? In what sense would you say that personal preferences 

(interest, experience) has influenced how you (or your newspaper) portray cases of VAW? 

15. In your opinion, how does journalist´s specific knowledge in VAW affect the 

reporting?experience in the field?  

16. What is your opinion on what should be important information to the reader, when you report 

on cases of VAW? Are the components that feminists argue as important, important for you? Is 

previous abuse important information? IS defining the event as VAW (or DV) important? Using 

VAW-advocates? Providing information about how to get help? 

17. As earlier described, sometimes VAW is portrayed in a broader context of a social problem 

with VAW. In your opinion, what is required for a case of VAW to get that kind of coverage? 

Any examples?  

18. In your opinion, what are your possibilities as a journalist or editor to make an impact on 

society, through reporting on violence against women? In which way? Are there any examples of 

coverage that had impact on society? 

19. Do you experience any obstacles, when it comes to making an impact on society, through 

reporting on violence against women? Examples? 
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Code instruction 

 

Articles to be included in this content analysis are printed news articles from Kaieteur News, 

Stabroek News and Guyana Times. The sports section and all inserts, such as weekend specials 

are excluded. Excluded are also all kind of editorial and opinion material, since the focus of this 

study lies on news articles.  

 

News articles to be included are articles that treat male violence against women within the family 

sphere. More specifically it refers to articles that report on cases of battering, rape, murder, 

sexual assault and other acts of aggression that result in bodily harm. Articles that report on cases 

of verbal abuse or threats will not be included. Not denying the severeness of verbal abuse, and 

that it could be of importance to study how the media portrays verbal abuse, but the focus of this 

study is on male violence that results in bodily harm to women. Articles that are included in this 

study, are articles that explicit describe a female victim and where a male partner, ex-partner, 

caretaker or relative have been identified as the perpetrator, alleged perpetrator, suspect, has been 

arrested or taken in to custody. This means that there will be cases included in the study, where 

the alleged perpetrator have not been found guilty in court. However, it is of less importance for 

the purpose of my study. If the gender of the perpetrator or victim is unknown, the article will 

not be included. 

 

This study will only focus on violence against women within the family sphere, generally known 

as domestic violence. However, the term ”domestic violence” will not be used in this study, since 

the term hides the relationship between perpetrator and victim and therefore fails to accurately 

put violence against women in the adequate context.  

 

Furthermore, articles that report on cases of violence, where both perpetrator and victim is 

female or the reporting on cases of violence where female perpetrators attack male victims will 

not be included in this study. Only articles that report on cases where women are victims of male 

violence  - just because they are women.  

 

Identification variables 

Newspaper 

This variable describes in which of the four studied newspaper that the article was found in.  

Kaieteur News  

Stabroek News 

Guyana Times 

 

Identification number 

The second variable works as an identification for which day, month and year the article was 

published.   

 

Context 

 

Defining the event as domestic violence.  

 This variable has two categories.  
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Yes - For an article to be considered to define a case of violence against women as domestic 

violence it has to describe the event as ”intimate partner violence”, ”intimate partner abuse”, 

”domestic dispute”, ”domestic-related violence”, ”domestic violence”, ”domestic abuse”, 

”domestic problems” ”domestic-killings”, ”domestic disturbance”, ”abusive relationship”, 

”domestic assault”, ”domestic homicide”, ”domestic murders” ”Sexist abuse”, ”sexist 

harassment” ”domestic spat”  

No - The article does not define the case of violence against women as sexist violence.  

 

Report of previous abuse in relationship 

 

This variable has two categories  

Yes - the article describe previous abuse 

No - the article does not describe previous abuse 

 

VAW as social problem 

Mention other cases of VAW 

Mentions marches or vigils for VAW 

Mentions new laws/acts/programs  

 

Sources used 

Official sources including - Police, Defense Attorney, Prosecutor, Judge, Hospital worker, 

Politicians.  

Neighbors - People described as living in the souroundings 

Victims herself or friends/family/coworker of the victim 

Perpetrator himself or friends/family/coworker of the perpetrator 

Violence against women advocates  

Eyewitnesses  

 

Language 

Victim substance use 

Victims physical health  

Victims mental health 

Perpetrator substance use  

Victim engaged in argument/dispute with perpetrator or ignored perpetrator 

Perpetrators physical health 

Perpetrators mental health -stress-depressed 

Perpetrator ”lost control” due to perceived victim rejection/infidelity/lie 

Victim is exaggerating  

Faulty police work 

Court order was ineffective / legal system was ineffective 

Victim and perpetrator separated 

Economical problems 

Victim got involved with man with violent history  

Victim was not cautious enough or did not seek enough help-did not take threats seriously 

Victim didn't leave soon enough 

Victim abused perpetrator/Perpetrator acted in self defense  
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Fire service not good enough. 

The perpetrator is/was jealous  

The couple had marital problems 

 

 

 

Victim identification  

Yes - the victim is identified  

No - the victim is not  
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Codebook 

 

Identification variables 

 

Newspaper 

 

This variable describes in which of the three studied newspaper that the article was found in.  

01 Kaieteur News  

02 Stabroek News 

03 Guyana Times 

 

Identification number 

XX-XX-XX 

 

Context Variables 
 

Defining the event as violence against women 

10 Yes - For an article to be considered to define a case of violence against women as sexist 

violence it has to describe the event as ”intimate partner violence”, ”intimate partner abuse”, 

”domestic dispute”, ”domestic-related violence”, ”domestic violence”, ”domestic abuse”, 

”domestic-killings”, ”domestic row” ”domestic murders” ”domestic disturbance”, ”abusive 

relationship”, ”domestic assault”, ”domestic homicide”, ”Sexist abuse”, ”sexist harrasment” 

”crime against women” ”Gender-based violence” 

11 No - The article does not define the case of violence against women as sexist violence.  

 

Report of previous abuse 

15 Yes - the article describe previous abuse in the relationship 

16 No - the article does not describe previous abuse 

 

VAW as social problem 

20. Mention other cases of VAW 

21. Mentions marches or vigils for VAW 

22. Mentions protective legislations/acts/programs 

23. Provides information for victims in how to get help  

 

 

Sources used 
 

This variable has four categories.  

30. Official/public - Courts (and what is said in court), attorneys, prosecutors  and police, 

firefighters, politicians, parliamentarians 

31. Neighbors - people described as living or working in the surroundings of where the event 

took place 

32. Victim herself or Friends/family/coworker of victim 
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33. Perpetrator himself or friends/family of perpetrator 

34. Violence against women advocates - People that are informed and has special knowledge in 

the issue. 

35. Eyewitness 

36. Anonymous 

37. Young children of the victim  

38. Online reports 

 

Language 
40.Victim substance use 

41.Victims physical health  

42.Victims mental health 

43. Perpetrator substance use  

44. Victim engaged in argument/dispute with perpetrator or ignored perpetrator 

45. Perpetrators physical health 

46. Perpetrators mental health -stress-depressed 

47. Perpetrator ”lost control” due to perceived victim rejection/infidelity/lie 

48. Victim is exaggerating  

49. Faulty police work 

50. Court order was ineffective / legal system was ineffective 

51. Victim and perpetrator separated 

52. Economical problems 

53. Victim got involved with man with violent history  

54. Victim was not cautious enough or did not seek enough help-did not take threats seriously 

55. Victim didn't leave soon enough 

56. Victim abused perpetrator/Perpetrator acted in self defense  

57. Fire service not good enough. 

58. The perpetrator is/was jealous  

59. The couple had marital problems 

 
Victim identification  

60. No - the victim is not identified 

60. The victim is identified with name 

61. Through the perpetrators name 

62. Through picture  

 
 

 


