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Abstract 
 
 

Climate change is one of the biggest threats the world is currently facing and it seems that 

people are able to significantly influence this threat. In order for people to understand the 

urgency of fighting climate change it is important that they are well informed and that they 

understand how their actions can matter. In this research, a quantitative content analysis with a 

discourse analytical approach is used to analyze a selection of articles by the BBC online 

covering the annual United Nations climate summits between 2008 and 2018 with a focus on 

their usage of constructive elements. The amount of negative statements in the articles is as big 

as the positive and hopeful statements together and in most cases the articles lack background 

information. Although the BBC uses many different perspectives in their articles, there is a lot 

of room to improve their articles by including more constructive elements. They could provide 

more background information to issues, quotes, and statements used in their articles and rather 

than only stating existing and possible problems they could include more solutions and focus 

more on the future.  

Keywords: climate change, climate summit, BBC, constructive journalism 
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Introduction 

 

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges currently faced by the world’s population (Eide 

& Kunelius, 2012). The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC)1 defines climate change as “a change of climate that is attributed directly or 

indirectly to human activity, that alters the composition of the global atmosphere, and that is in 

addition to natural climate variability over comparable time periods” (Pielke, 2004, p. 515). 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)2 however, defines climate change as 

“any change in climate over time whether due to natural variability or as a result of human 

activity” (ibid).  

In 2018, The National Centre for Social Research published the results of a study that 

was executed by them to learn more about the attitudes of Brits towards climate change. The 

data indicated that the biggest part of the population in Britain believes that climate change is 

happening (Fisher, et al., 2018). However, despite the fact that about 95 percent of publishing 

climate scientists believe that climate change is caused by humans (Cook et al., 2013; Qin et al, 

2014, p 17; Cook et al., 2016), only a very small part of the population believes that this is 

actually the case. The study showed that they are more worried about other things such as 

increased prices of energy than they are of climate change (Fisher, et al., 2018).  

These are a number of important reasons why there must be a change in people's 

attitudes and behavior regarding climate change. Climate change is leading to a variety of 

negative consequences. Europe’s most common natural disaster is river floods (Anderson & 

Bausch, 2006); extreme weather events can lead to even more negative effects such as damaged 

infrastructure, homes, and agricultural land which in turn has, among some other causes, 

economic consequences (Meehl, et al., 2000). Furthermore, climate change is connected to 

health. There is an increase in illness and death due to extreme temperatures and weather events, 

which also leads to shortage of drinks and food and to diseases caused by the food (Patz, et al., 

2005).    

                                                 
1 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC or FCCC) is an international 

environmental treaty produced at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), 

informally known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro from June 3 to 14, 1992 (United Nations, 1992). 
2 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the United Nations body for assessing the science 

related to climate change (IPCC, sd). 
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Research on the news consumption in the United Kingdom in 2018 showed that, among UK 

adults, the second biggest news source, with 15 percent less than the number one source, the 

TV, is the internet (64 percent) (Statista, 2018). This means that through online news many  

people can be informed and maybe even influenced. According to the same report, the BBC 

has the highest audience reach with 81 percent (Statista, 2018) so one can expect that if the 

BBC covers climate change in a way that motivates people to actually take action, it could lead 

to a big improvement.  

According to Espen Stoknes, a Norwegian psychologist and researcher, people care less 

about climate change because it has been framed in the media as a natural disaster which leads 

to the thought that people cannot influence it (Stoknes, 2015). This indicates the importance of 

how climate change is covered in the news media.  

How is it possible, despite all the evidence that humans are one of the biggest causes of 

climate change, that people still do not want to believe it, let alone do something about it? 

Climate change is not just affecting humans. It also affects, among other things, oceans, forests 

and wildlife. It could lead to economic and socio-political effects possibly increasing the chance 

of military conflicts, as is the case in African countries due to the decrease of food availability 

(Wired, 2018). These are some strong indicators why climate change urgently needs to be taken 

seriously among citizens.   

It is of great importance that people start to understand the consequences of climate 

change and also how important it is for them to do something about it. With the news as one of 

the most important ways to inform and influence people, it is important that news channels use 

this power in the most effective way possible.  

An upcoming concept in news presentation is constructive journalism which is a 

journalistic style that aims for a more positive approach to news articles without ignoring 

journalism’s core functions (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017). According to McIntyre (2015), 

people are less inclined to take action when the news is too negative. Constructive journalism 

can be a solution or at least an improvement in the pessimistic news coverage of climate change.  

 The usage of constructive journalism has become more popular among news channels, 

and one of those is the public service broadcaster the BBC (Wessberg, 2004). This British 

broadcaster has a great responsibility of informing the public and with their big reach they could 

educate and influence people to fight against climate change (ibid). Despite the BBC’s wide 

reach and their interest in constructive journalism, Brits still do not feel moved to fight against 

climate change (Statista , 2018) which is why this research could help to learn more about the 

current climate change coverage by the BBC in order to see how they could do better.  
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2. Background 

2.1 BBC 

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is a British public service broadcaster (Media 

Newsline, 2009). Public service broadcasting comes with many responsibilities. First of all, 

acting responsible is vital and the main goal should always be to serve the public. They should 

provide services that support social diversity and at the same time promote social coherence 

(Wessberg, 2004). The BBC is the oldest and largest national broadcasting organization in the 

world and has over 20,950 employees. (Media Newsline, 2009). Their mission is “to act in the 

public interest, serving all audiences through the provision of impartial, high quality and 

distinctive output and services which inform, educate and entertain” (BBC, 2019). The BBC 

Global Audience Measure (GAM), is a document that is published every year with the data of 

weekly consumers of all services from the BBC (radio, website, TV, and social media) (BBC 

GAM, 2018). In 2018, the report showed that the weekly audience of the BBC was 376 million 

people, the highest number so far in the history of BBC. (BBC Public Relations, 2018).  

 In December 2018, co-founder of the environmental group Extinction Rebellion3, Clare 

Farrell wrote an article for the Guardian (BBC has a key role in tackling the climate emergency 

, 2018), stating that the BBC has an important role in fighting against climate change since they 

are considered “a respected media voice in the UK”. According to her, the broadcaster should 

use this influence to provoke the transformative change that is needed. She shared an advice 

consisting of eight points for the BBC to use (Farrell, 2018). On the 18th of April of this year, 

the BBC and English broadcaster and natural historian David Attenborough aired a 

documentary called Climate Change: The Facts (2018). During this hour-long documentary 

they try to not only explain the effects that climate change had so far, but also to teach the 

audience how to fight it (Stafford & Jones, 2019). More and more big news organizations 

worldwide are practicing constructive journalism and among those is the BBC. A term 

commonly used by the BBC is solution-focused journalism, which refers to reporting with more 

background information and more focusing on a solution rather than to only mention an existing 

problem (Green, 2019).  

                                                 
3 Extinction Rebellion is an international movement that uses non-violent civil disobedience to achieve radical change in order to 
minimise the risk of human extinction and ecological collapse (Extinction Rebellion, 2018). 
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2.2 United Nations Climate Change Conference  

Each year, the United Nations (UN) holds a conference in the framework of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The conference encompasses formal 

gatherings of all the parties included in the UNFCCC in which they talk about climate change 

(UNFCCC, sd). The UNFCCC is an international environmental treaty that was accepted on 

9th of May, 1992. Its aim is  “stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere 

at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system” 

(United Nations, 1992, p. 9). The first UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP) was held in 

1995 in Berlin, Germany (United Nations, 1995).  

 A part of the UN is The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The IPCC 

was founded in 1988 and dedicates its existence to inform the world about climate change 

including scientific facts, impacts, risks and possible solutions (IPCC, sd). In 2013, during the 

climate summit in Warsaw, Poland, the IPCC stated in its Fifth Assessment Report that climate 

change is real and that the main cause is human activities (Ibid).  

 The climate summit in November 2019 will be mainly focused on areas that can have 

the biggest impact such as climate finance, nature-based solutions, and heavy industry. During 

this summit, world leaders will address their current performance and their plans for their next 

meeting in 2020. During that climate summit, commitments will be revived and possibly 

expanded (United Nations, 2018). 
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3. Research aim and questions 

 

3.1 Research aim 

This study aims to research the media coverage of climate change by the BBC and to what 

extent their news articles regarding this topic include constructive elements. The research is 

conducted through an quantitative content analysis with a discourse analytical approach of the 

BBC online focusing on articles that were published around the annual UN climate summits 

between 2008 and 2018.  

 

3.2 Research questions 

The study answers the following research questions: 

1. How is climate change portrayed? 

2. Can there be seen a difference in the amounts of positive and negative aspects in the 

articles from the start of the summit compared to the article about the aftermath? 

3. What kind of constructive elements can be found in the articles by BBC on the climate 

summit coverage between 2008 and 2018? 

4. How has the news coverage of the summits by BBC developed regarding constructive 

journalism during the past eleven years? 
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4. Theoretical framework and literature review 

 
 

One of the main contentions of constructive journalism is that news features are mainly focused 

on conflicts, wars, and terrorism and that they offer no support to the audience on how to handle 

and process the retrieved information. This could lead to resentment (Meier, 2018).  One of the 

traditional purposes of news, that offers an explanation to why news features are frequently 

negative and conflict-based, is the aspiration of a journalist to inform and warn the public of 

any kind of threats (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017). Some consequences of negative news are 

the reduction of the will of the audience to offer help, a deceased tolerance, and lower 

perceptions of the compassion towards society (Veitch & Griffitt, 1976).  

Recent studies have confirmed that solution-focused news, which is defined as a branch 

of constructive journalism (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017), contributes to creation of a feeling 

of power and authority in the reader which leads to a belief amongst them that their actions 

actually matter (e.g. Gielan et al., 2017). Gyldensted (2011) argued that by using constructive 

journalism, thus offering possible solutions to a problem rather than only stating the existing 

problems, journalists can inspire their audience to change their behavior and to be part of the 

solution (Gielan, et al., 2017).  

 A major current, global crisis that is in need of a change in human behavior is climate 

change. In 2007, the latest report of the International Panel on Climate Change was published 

stating some big consequences of climate change based on an adjoining unanimity of the 

world’s scientists (IPCC, 2007). The Norwegian psychologist and researcher Espen Stoknes 

has done a lot of research in the field of communicating climate change. One of his conclusions 

is that the audience perceives climate change as a natural disaster due to the received messages 

on this issue. By creating awareness of the current climate change communication problem he 

tries to improve the messages and introduces new, more effective ways to communicate by 

being optimistic, creating hope, and innovation, and by introducing possible positive actions 

that can be undertaken (Stoknes, 2015).  

What follows is first a brief explanation of constructive journalism. This section will 

discuss the definition, its characteristics, and goals. Next the audience’s response to 

constructive journalism will be covered with a discussion of an empirical study by Klaus Meijer 

(2018). Finally there will be a section based on results of previous results, covering the way 

climate change has been covered in the media with a separate part of constructive journalism 

on climate change. Through this study, the aim is to learn more about existing knowledge of 
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constructive journalism on climate change. Learning more about previous research will help to 

better define the possible research gaps existing in this area.    

 

4.1 Constructive journalism 

In their research paper ‘Elements of constructive journalism: Characteristics, practical 

application and audience valuation’, Liesbeth Hermans and Cathrine Gyldensted (2018) state 

that constructive journalism uses a public-oriented angle and that it attempts to address current 

affairs and news, adding solution-, action- and future-oriented perspectives. According to them, 

constructive journalism involves more diverse news including opinions and perspectives. They 

point out how positive psychology apprises constructive journalism (ibid). Traditional 

journalism has shown to aim most attention at conflicts and problems and to have caused a lack 

of faith in news in society (Mast, et al., 2018). This is, according to Jelle Mast, Roel Coesemans, 

and Martina Temmerman (2018), why the aspiration of constructive journalism is to result into 

more positivity by creating hope and optimism amongst the audience and to serve as an 

activating function (ibid). Researcher and constructive journalism lecturer Dr Liesbeth 

Hermans created together with Danish journalist and researcher Cathrine Gyldensted (2018) 

the following six constructive elements: (1) solution-oriented framing of the news, (2) future-

orientation, (3) diversity and inclusiveness, (4) empowerment of the audience, (5) providing 

context, and (6) co-creation. 

 Another definition of constructive journalism given by journalist and researcher Karen 

McIntyre and Gyldensted (2017) in their research on the application of positive psychology 

techniques to news production is “an emerging form of journalism that involves applying 

positive psychology techniques to news processes and production in an effort to create 

productive and engaging coverage, while holding true to journalism’s core functions” (p.20). 

In their research they wrote that constructive journalism can be seen as an umbrella term for 

several branches. In order to fall under this umbrella the news feature must include a positive 

psychology strategy. The four defined branches of constructive journalism are solutions 

journalism, prospective journalism, peace journalism, and restorative journalism (McIntyre & 

Gyldensted, 2017). For this study only solutions journalism and prospective journalism are 

useful since peace journalism and restorative journalism are more appropriate in covering 

conflicts such as war and tragedies and the aftermath and recovery of it (Ibid). Rather than 

focusing on everything that is not working, solutions journalism focuses on what actually is 

working. An example of this comes from the Huffington Post that publishes solutions-focused 
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news features including stories about people and society doing positive things and achieving 

good things (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017). By focusing on the future, prospective journalism, 

helps shaping human cognition, people’s emotions, and to motivate them (ibid).  

 A useful positive psychology technique in constructive journalism is using the PERMA 

elements. PERMA elements include “positive emotion, engagement, good relationships, 

meaning, and achievement” (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017, p. 28). Provoking positive emotion 

will be used in the content analysis for this study. Another helpful technique is focusing on 

solutions. For journalists to do so they should include aspects such as including background 

information of a problem and a possible solution (McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2017).  

 In his article ‘How Does the Audience Respond to Constructive Journalism?’, journalist 

and researcher Klaus Meier (2018) examines the main goals of constructive journalism which 

function on three different levels. On the micro-level the users are the main focus. The aim is 

that readers, viewers, and listeners feel better, well-informed, and more hopeful after being 

exposed to constructive journalism. On the meso-level it is about the audience loyalty towards 

media companies (Meier, 2018). This loyalty should lead to an increased reach and a positive 

image of the media brand.  Several studies and experiments, starting  from the early 1980s, 

indicated that publishing bad news has a negative impact on the way the audience perceives a 

newspaper (e.g. Haskins, 1981; Haskins and Miller, 1984). The macro-level aims for the 

development of society by focusing on achievable solutions and angles for communal issues. It 

is aspired that the reader will at least talk about the subject of matter after receiving the 

information about it (Meier, 2018).  (Haskins, 1981) (Haskins & Miller, 1984) 

 
 

4.2 Audience response to constructive journalism 

In their article, Hermans and Gyldensted (2018) report on a survey that has been done in The 

Netherlands. Over 3000 participants have been asked to rank their appreciation of the six key 

elements and in what way background characteristics such as age, gender, educational level, 

and news interest have an impact on their appreciation. The results pointed out that people favor 

a way of news coverage that includes a wide range of sources. They also indicated to prefer a 

variety of perspectives, and more detailed and comprehensive information added to the news 

story. Regarding the background characteristics, it turned out that respondents in the age group 

50-65 years had a higher appreciation of constructive elements than the younger respondents 

but the results also stated that younger people have a preference for solution focused journalism 

(Hermans & Gyldensted, 2018).  



9 

 

 In the empirical study done by Klaus Meijer (2018), he looked into the audience 

response towards constructive journalism. The study starts with an analysis of two similar 

scientific studies that have been conducted earlier by Alexander L. Curry and Keith H. 

Hammonds (2014) and by Karen McIntyre (2015) for her doctoral thesis. In his study, Meijer 

focuses on closing three research gaps: (1) the reaction of the audience towards articles that 

offer possible solutions before the actual implementation or articles that at least include hope 

and encouragement in comparison to an article without any aspects of hope, (2) the opinion of 

the audience on constructive feature stories on printed text or on the radio, and (3) the lack of 

qualitative data in complementary research (Meier, 2018). For an experiment, a news article 

about plastic waste and a feature article were selected which both had a non-constructive and a 

constructive version. The constructive versions included suggestions of solutions that were not 

implemented to create hope and prospects. 130 participants got to read only one of the four 

articles, which was randomly selected, and after that both quantitative and qualitative face-to-

face interviews were conducted with the help of a questionnaire. The participants were both 

males and females, from all age groups and levels of education. The purpose of the experiment 

was not exposed until after they took part of the interview or questionnaire (Meier, 2018). The 

results led to the advice that a certain amount of constructive journalism could be implemented 

into newsroom strategies, but that the implementation is not easy and that constructive 

journalism needs to be further developed (ibid).  

  The results from a survey conducted in Germany by the Forsa institute for Social 

Research and Statistical Analysis on behalf of RTL Aktuall confirms the statement that the 

news is too focused on issues without any hope (Hein, 2015). 45 percent of the participants 

indicated that the news on the television is focusing too much on issues, and 80 percent 

expressed their desire for not only receiving information about the problems, but also on 

possible solutions. Of the participants, 87 percent of the young viewers stated that they long for 

more constructive news (Ibid).  

 Two other studies in the Netherlands concentrated on the influence of constructive 

journalism on children between nine and thirteen years old and children between eight and 

thirteen years old. In one of the experiments, preadolescents were shown an article that was 

either constructive or non- constructive news. The group was divided in two and each half read 

one of the articles. Of both groups another half was asked to participate in a peer discussion. 

The main results indicated that being exposed to constructive news caused greater positive 

emotional replies and less negative emotional responses in comparison to non-constructive 

news. Additionally, the peer discussions led to the conclusion that the combination of 
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constructive news and the discussion with peers could be used to decrease the harming by 

negative news on preadolescents (Kleemans, et al., 2017). During the other experiment 332 

children read a news story, that was adapted to their age, that contained either constructive 

aspects or not. The researchers concluded, based on the retrieved data, that constructive news 

could help to make news more suitable for children between 8 and 13 years old. The data also 

indicated that constructive journalism could help to engage the children in the reported issues 

(Kleemans, et al., 2017).  

 
 

4.3 Climate change and journalism 

The book Media Meets Climate written by Elisabeth Eide and Risto Kunelius focuses on ‘the 

role – and responsibility – of journalism in communicating’ the global challenge of the 21st 

century ‘and the global attempt to solve it’ (Eide & Kunelis, 2012, p. 9). Some challenging 

elements within climate change for journalists to cover are the three major aspects pinpointed 

by The Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC): (1) scientific facts, (2) mitigation, 

and (3) adaption, which are all big time consumers for journalists as well (Eide & Kunelius, 

2012).  

As for science, it is not a question anymore whether climate change exists, however, 

there is a huge economic and political significance in this issue leading to many debates that 

need to be covered (ibid). This coverage is of great importance since it informs the people about 

the level of risk and actual consequences of climate change. The challenge for journalists is to 

stay up to date with all new scientifically established facts and expected plots and to use their 

knowledge to report this information in the most accurate and effective way (ibid).  

The second aspect, mitigating global greenhouse discharge, will persist to provoke a 

political debate on useful political measures, on global justice, and on power (ibid). “Climate 

change has become a main problem within sustainability talk, articulating market decisions and 

environmental concern” (Eide & Kunelis, 2012, p. 14).  

Finally, when it comes to adaption: climate change can be used to change daily decisions 

such as eating habits or recycling. But also on a bigger scale climate change is deployed for 

example by putting high level global power dynamics in a specific context or by reinvigorating 

outdated disagreements about global development (Eide & Kunelis, 2012).   

In 2007, the case study ‘Climate change and journalistic norms: A case-study of US 

mass-media coverage’ was published (Boykoff & Boykoff, 2007). It was conducted when it 

became clear that even though the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change agreed that 
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human activities have been partly responsible for global climate change, the United Stated still 

refused to be part of united international resolutions. The researchers stated that newspapers 

and television media are two of the main contributors to creating and shaping information 

circulation. They emphasized that the coverage of climate change in mass-media is not just a 

mix of newspaper and television coverage, but instead ‘it is a social relationship between 

scientists, policy actors and the public that is mediated by such news packages’ (ibid, p. 1190).  

The argument made by Boykoff and Boykoff (2007) is that by applying the norms of 

professional journalism, it is possible for mass media to negatively impact interactions between 

science, policy, and the audience. Loyalty to the journalistic “norms of dramatization, 

personalization, novelty, balance, and authority-order is part of a process that eventuates in 

informationally biased coverage of global warming” (Boykoff & Boykoff, 2007, p. 12). The 

government of the United States used this informational bias to combat responsibility and to 

postpone action concerning climate change (Boykoff & Boykoff, 2007).  

 
 

4.4 Climate change and constructive journalism 

In order to learn more about possibilities of stimulations of climate-friendly behavior among 

British people, a project was set up by the Institute for Public Policy (IPPR) and executed by 

the researchers Gill Ereaut and Nat Segnit (Ereaut & Segnit, 2006).  The project included an 

analysis of the way of story-telling about climate change and about how this could be improved 

(Ereaut & Segnit, 2006).  

 For the project, 600 articles, 40 television and radio advertisements, and news clips, 20 

websites, and 30 press advertisements were reviewed. They concluded that most ways in which 

climate change is currently communicated are ineffective and that it is not a matter of quantity 

but rather of quality. The retrieved data indicated that sending out messages that intents to 

convince the audience of the authenticity of climate change and of how urgent it is for them to 

take action by using analytical debates and persuasion is not working. Instead, the messages 

should include a subtle approach of engagement. The authors suggested several new ways of 

communicating climate change beginning with the argument that the messages should not 

include the debate of the existence of climate change but just write about the issue as if it is not 

even a question whether or not climate change exists. In addition it is important that the message 

contains some information about possible actions that the audience can undertake and the 

effectiveness of those actions. Regarding the presentation of facts on climate change it is, 

according to them, important that they are being dealt with in a way that they seem obvious, 
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almost not worth mentioning. In order to motivate the audience to take action in climate change 

it is useful to actually use the immense gap existing between climate change and limited 

individual actions. The authors advice to shape a society in which climate-friendly behavior is 

normal to everyone by changing the problem so it becomes something easy to achieve. They 

introduce a few ways in which this can be achieved by means of changing the message. One of 

these ways is to target groups based on their values and behaviors instead of their demographics. 

It is also useful to keep in mind that people are usually more willing to buy or do something 

rather than not buying or doing something. It makes them feel more useful and to them it adds 

value to their actions. Their third advice is that it is important to realize that people usually have 

more trust in other people like them then they have in institutions such as governments. Lastly, 

they compare the stimulation of climate-friendly behavior with the way marketeers approach 

acts of buying and consuming. Their final conclusion is that climate change should not be fixed 

with some existing communication model but that it should be treated by shaping it into a brand 

that can be sold which they believe will lead to a huge positive change in climate-friendly 

behavior (Ereaut & Segnit, 2006).  

 

To sum up, constructive journalism is a journalistic style that focuses more on solutions and the 

future rather than only stating the problem. By means of providing background information, 

constructive journalism presents media coverage in a more optimistic way. Currently, the news 

includes a lot of negativity which leads to a lot of resentment whereas one of the branches of 

constructive journalism, solution-focused journalism, leads to hope and to a feeling of 

empowerment among the audience. Previous research has showed that the audience prefers 

constructive articles over the traditional articles. Most research however, has been done in a 

certain country or in a specific age group which makes it difficult to generalize.  

 Climate change coverage is seen as a challenge for journalists since it includes scientific 

facts, mitigation, and adaption, and it costs journalists a lot of time. Some research also 

indicated that the audience does not feel like they can make a difference because they perceive 

climate change as a natural disaster or as a discussion or issue between politicians and country 

rather than an issue that concerns them. Let alone, something they could actually do something 

about.  

 It is very important that the world’s population is going to fight climate change and in 

order for that to happen, the audience has to be well-informed and aware of their role in this 

major issue. Only one publication has been found on using constructive journalism to cover 
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climate change and it showed that it is a useful way of covering. However, more research should 

be conducted to learn how to use it to its fullest extent.  

 Analyzing the news coverage of the climate summits by the BBC could help understand, 

first of all specifically about the BBC how they can present their news more in a constructive 

way. It also contributes to a better understanding of how constructive journalism can be used 

in covering news on climate change. The results from previous studies will be used to 

understand what is considered as constructive journalism and this knowledge will be used to 

create a coding scheme and to analyze the articles.  
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5. Methodology 

 

5.1 Method 

The aim of this research is to study the media coverage on climate change by the BBC around 

the annual climate summits. More specifically, this research examines the constructive 

elements, if any, in the news coverage of this topic. Through a quantitative content analysis 

with a discourse approach, 21 news articles of the BBC are analyzed.  

 Klaus Krippendorff (2018) defined content analysis as ‘a research technique for making 

replicable and valid inferences from texts (or other meaningful matter) to the contexts of their 

use’ (p. 24). In his book, he states that it is a useful method for the researcher to gain a better 

understanding of a specific occurrence (Krippendorff, 2018). Similarly, Robert Philip Weber 

(1990), defines content analysis as ‘a research method that uses a set of procedures to make 

valid inferences from text’ (p. 9). The goal of content analysis is described by Philipp Mayring 

as ‘the systematic examination of communicative material’ (p. 266). In this study, content 

analysis was used to learn more about the message in the news articles of the BBC and to find 

out if and how constructive journalism is used within these articles.   

 Discourse analysis is an approach when qualitative methods are used to analyze how 

language in the form of written and spoken words is used in a message. Discourse analysis is 

not about finding the meaning of words but to understand the contexts and the meaning that the 

producers and consumers create (Shanthi, et al., 2015). 

 For this study triangulation is used meaning that both quantitative and qualitative 

analysis was applied (Dawson, 2009). Quantitative data was mainly collected by counting 

words relevant to this study that were chosen in advance. This data is supplemented with 

qualitative aspects collected by analyzing the themes and main messages of the texts.  

 

5.2 Sampling design 

After choosing the online news website of the BBC for the content analysis the articles were 

selected. The decision was made to only analyze news articles with text and each article had to 

be at least 500 words long. A time span of eleven years was chosen. The articles that were 

chosen were all published before or after the annual climate summit. Since it is a yearly event, 

it provides a good opportunity to follow reporting on climate change over time. Of each summit, 

one article was selected that was published on the first day of the summit and the second article 
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one day after the summit. It was expected that this way the articles would include issues and 

hope, but also results and perspectives for the future.  

First, a list was created with all the climate summits between 2008 and 2018 including 

the exact dates. These dates in combination with the words ‘climate summit’ and ‘BBC’ and 

the specific location of that summit were used to find the articles on google. Searching for these 

specific articles on the BBC website itself did not led to any result. Surprisingly, there was 

usually only one article published that fitted the requirements so it was not a challenge to select 

the articles after that process. However, there are three years that deviate. In 2013, when the 

summit was in Warsaw, Poland, only one article that fit the requirements was published which 

means that from this year only one article was used. From the summit in 2015 in Paris, France, 

and the one in 2018 in Katowice, Poland there were two articles on the ending date. The article 

from Paris was selected based on what fitted the other articles best, so the article was mainly 

focused on the Paris climate deal. As to Katowice, that year the summit lasted the entire night 

after the ending date of the summit. One of the articles that was published on the day after the 

summit mainly described the decisions of that specific night, whereas the other article covered 

the entire summit which is why that one was selected.   

 

5.3 Coding strategy 

The coding scheme is divided in five groups (See appendix 1 and 2). The first group, technical 

data, only states information about the article such as data of publication, the headline, the 

author etc. After coding some additional information such as quotes and fact boxes the text was 

analyzed for evidence of constructive journalism. This is judged based on the presence of 

solution-focused and prospective journalistic elements that were defined in the research by 

McIntyre and Gyldensted (2017). In this section specifically, preselected words, such as 

‘solution’ and ‘progress’, are looked for. A similar way is used to scan the texts for problem-

focused journalism. In this part the texts are searched for words such as ‘problem’, ‘threat’, and 

‘failure’. The last section focuses mainly on how the article describes both general changes, 

positive or negative, and climate change. Here it is looked at how climate change is portrayed 

in the news articles. The coding scheme was created and filled in in Excel.  

 This quantitative information is supplemented with qualitative data. All quotes and 

citations are taken separately and analyzed. Here, attention is payed to the source of the quote 

and to the tone of it, mainly whether it is positive or negative. Whether a word is positive or 

negative is decided by the meaning. Words as ‘solution’ and ‘deal’ are referring to something 
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positive whereas the words ‘problem’ and ‘threat’ are referring to something negative. In 

addition to the amount of words, such as issues, solution, etc. that were counted, I looked at 

what was said about these words (See appendix 3 and 4). Sometimes the word ‘solution’, which 

is considered a positive word, was used to state that there was ‘no’ solution, which makes it 

negative. In the chapters 6: results, 7: discussion, and 8: conclusion there is often referred to 

positivity and negativity. Positivity refers to the usage of the previously named positive words 

and negativity is used to refer to the above mentioned negative words.  

 

5.4 Methodological discussion 

Only one person was responsible for coding the articles which excludes the possibility that texts 

are analyzed and interpreted differently. There is one year, 2013, where only one text was found 

which leads to a shortage of one text. Of the other 10 years there were enough texts and all on 

the right date. The content has been coded and recoded which increases the reliability of the 

study. Since only 21 texts were analyzed, generalizing should be done carefully. However, 

conclusions can be drawn from the results specifically about the BBC coverage of the climate 

summits and new questions could be evoked for further research. In order to analyze the 

different tones, positive and negative, of the text, attention is paid to positive words such as 

‘solution’ and ‘agreement’ and for the negative tone to words like ‘issue’ and ‘problem’. After 

the amount of these words was counted I looked closer at how these words were used. For 

example, the word solution, when having a look at the sentence, could say ‘no solution’ which 

makes it negative despite the presence of a ‘positive’ word.  
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6. Results 

 

6.1 Coverage of climate change 

This paragraph focuses on the coverage of climate change in the articles. It mainly focused on 

the way climate change is mentioned and in which part of the text. 

 

1: Climate change agreement 

2: Part of the name of 

organizations; functions; deals 

etc. 

3: Consequences 

4: Risk 

5: Responsibility 

6: Fighting climate change 

7: Information about climate 

change 

 

 

 

Climate change was mentioned hundred-three times in total in twenty of the twenty-one texts. 

It was mostly mentioned while describing actions against climate change (28 percent) and least 

mentioned while discussing who is responsible for climate change (4 percent). As regard to 

actions against climate change, it does not refer to what the audience could do but to what kind 

of actions have been done. This sentence is an example: “Greta Thunberg, who has refused to 

go to school in Sweden in protest over climate change, will be attending COP24” (McGrath, 

2018), mentions the action of one Swedish girl against climate change.  

Climate change also occurred many times as part of the name of one’s function (e.g. 

UK climate change secretary (Harrabin, 2012)), as part of a treaty (e.g. Kyoto protocol on 

climate change (BBC, 2009)), or a meeting (e.g. Climate change talks/negotiations) (24 percent) 

and in referring to information about climate change (21 percent). This information is provided 

in the form of a glossary where the definition of many words concerning climate change can be 

found but also by links leading to articles that explain better what climate change is (e.g. BBC, 

2015 and McGrath, 2018).  
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1: Headline 

2: Leader 

3: 1st sentence after leader 

4: Upper half 

5: Bottom half 

6: Paragraph title 

7: Photo caption 

8: Last sentence 

9: Citation/quote 

10: Part of the name of 

organizations; functions; deals 

etc. 

11: Fact box/ Glossary 

12: Referral  

13: Results 

The words ‘climate change’ occurred most often in quotes and citations (25 percent). 17,5 

percent was located in the upper half of the article which is almost 7 percent higher than the 

stated amount in the bottom half (10,7 percent). Almost 10 percent of the mentioning of climate 

change was in referrals to other news articles by the BBC, websites, and documents. These 

referrals led to articles explaining the concept of climate change in both text and graphics, the 

risks of climate change and to articles describing previous climate change conferences.  

 A striking result of the analysis of climate change coverage in the news articles is that 

it is overall very negative. Many of the sentences describing climate change emphasize how 

urgent the need for change and especially improvement is. This urgency can be found in 

sentences such as “The effects of climate change… are already weighting heavily upon those 

most vulnerable” (Black, 2008), “climate change will "ravage our planet" unless action is 

agreed” (BBC, 2009), and “climate change was not a game” (McGrath, 2013). Another finding 

is that there is a lot of finger pointing, especially towards the richer countries who, according 

to the selected articles, are blamed to be responsible for climate change and so far are failing at 

fighting against it. An example is the quote of Tim Jones, of the World Development 

Movement4: "Yet again the rich countries, who carry the historical responsibility for climate 

change, have failed to offer sufficient cuts." (Black, 2008). 

 Almost all articles lack some background information at least about climate change 

itself. A glossary was added for the first time in 2009, but only in the first article. This glossary 

offers many definitions of words linked to climate change. Only two other articles offered a 

glossary, both articles from 2012. The most common way of providing background information 

on climate change was by referring to other articles where climate change is explained either in 

                                                 
4 The World Development Movement, now known as Global Justice Now, is a membership organisation based in the United 
Kingdom which campaigns on issues of global justice and development in the Global South (Global Justice Now, sd).  
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texts or in charts. Some other articles, that were referred to within the articles in the sample but 

not actually in the sample itself, provide explanations of possible solutions and explanations of 

causes and effects. Only the two selected articles from 2018 offer a referral to an article that 

explains what the reader can do against climate change.  

 Finally, it is interesting to see that with regard to all the negative things about climate 

change, few positive things are said. Through all the years, there has never been anything 

mentioned such as what has been accomplished in the fight against climate change. A possible 

explanation for this could be that the articles are meant to cover the summit. However, it could 

be an idea that the articles that are published on the first day of the summits include a short 

summary of the past year since the previous summits. Thigs that have been changed and 

improved.  

All phrases using climate change together (see appendix 6), leaving the referrals and 

names and functions out, amounted to twenty-seven phrases. Only four of these phrases were 

marked green, meaning that it referred to an accomplishment, hope or something positive. An 

example is the following sentence: “They point to the strength of the science, and the public 

recognition of the impacts of climate change seen this year in heatwaves and wildfires” 

(McGrath, 2018). Although the heatwaves and wildfires are a negative consequence of climate 

change, public recognition of the impacts of it is an accomplishment. The other statements are 

marked red. These statements were either emphasizing the urgency of the need for action 

against climate change, putting the blame on someone or on a country, stating out a failure or a 

negative consequence. The quote by the British naturalist Sir David Attenborough, who 

examines the science of climate change and possible solutions to this worldwide problem, 

expresses how urgent the issue of climate change is: "Right now, we are facing a man-made 

disaster of global scale. Our greatest threat in thousands of years. Climate change” (McGrath, 

2018). And the Prince of Wales, Prince Charles, made a similar statement saying “humanity 

faces no greater threat than climate change, as he issued a call for immediate action to tackle 

rising temperatures” (BBC, 2015) .  

 

6.2 The tone of the articles 

This section discusses the results of the analysis focused on positive and negative elements in 

the articles.  
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The analysis brought forward that the news articles included 257 words (79,3 percent) counted 

as positive words and 67 words (21,7 percent) that fitted the category of negative words.  

 

 

 

The words that were selected as positive words: progress, development, solution, deal, accord, 

achievement, success, and agreement appeared 257 times in the articles. Of these 257, 71 times 

(27,6 percent) these words actually referred to something positive such as a closed deal or when 

progress was made. However, 62 of these words (24,1 percent) referred to something negative. 

For example the quote: "There has been disappointingly little progress on the agreement 

reached last year in Bali" (Black, 2008). Another example is when they cannot seem to get to 

an agreement: “There is no agreement on where the money should come from” (Black, 2011). 

Since the articles mainly consist of quotes, a lot of the negativity is expressed in people calling 
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deals ‘bad’ or ‘empty’ and agreements ‘impossible’ or difficult. Another category in analyzing 

the positive words was mixed. In 15 cases (5,8 percent) something positive was said but 

followed by something negative. For example, they would mention a progress but right after 

they would add things that have not been improved. Or the quote by Alden Meyer from the  

Union  of  Concerned  Scientists: "It's not a credible solution, but that doesn't seem to bother 

them” (McGrath, 2017). The solution part is positive but it is overshadowed by how it is not 

credible. Another big part of the words were in a prospective context. They referred to how 

people are hopeful for a deal, to chances of reaching an agreement or to the hope for progress. 

The last two categories, informative (11,3 percent) and n/a (11,3 percent) are not relevant for 

this research but were needed to categorize the phrases. Sentences that explained something 

about deals or agreements were placed in the informative category and when a word was part 

of the name of an agreement for example, such as the Paris agreement, it was placed in n/a.  

 

 

 

The words that were selected as negative words were: issue(s), problem(s), threat(en)s, and 

fail/failure/failed. They appeared 66 time in nineteen of the twenty-one articles. More than half 

of these mentions (59 percent) was actually negative. Considered in this category are the 

phrases that only mention a problem without a solution, or when a deal or agreement for 

example has failed. Two times (3 percent) these words referred to something positive for 

example by mentioning a solution or when progress is made on a specific issue or problem. 

25,8 percent of the negative words referred to a potential solution or deal. This means that 

although there is an issue, the article also shows there is hope. The N/A category includes 

phrases that, for example, used the word issue as a verb (e.g. The Prince of Wales said that 
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humanity faces no greater threat than climate change, as he issued a call for immediate action 

to tackle rising temperatures (BBC, 2015)).  

 

Now that the positive and negative words are closely looked at it is necessary to compare the 

positive and negative words again. In the first graph it was visible that of the selected words 

(324), 257 were positive and only 67 negative. However, a more detailed analysis showed that 

24,1 percent of those positive words actually referred to something negative. The final data of 

these analyses led to the following graph: 

Hopeful = Prospective and Potential 

Even though there are now more categories than during the first comparison, it is striking to see 

that negative percentage is now higher. All the negative words together, so both from the 

‘positive’ words and the negative category led to a number of 101 appearances. The positive 

words got up to a number of 77 which is 23,8 percent of all the mentioned words. However, 

since hope is also part of positivity those percentages can be added up leading to a percentage 

of 45,1 percent.  
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6.3 Comparison of the start and aftermath coverage 

 
It is clearly visible that there is a big difference in positivity in the articles from the start of the 

summit and the aftermath. The average percentage of positive words mentioned in the articles 

was 18,4 percent but the articles published one day after the summit have a percentage of almost 

10 percent higher (28,1 percent). In addition to the increased positivity in the aftermath articles, 

the negativity is almost 8 percent lower in the aftermath than it was in the articles from the first 

day of the summits. The percentage of the phrases that included hope in some sort of way was 

lower in the aftermath articles (9,0 percent) than in the articles published at the start of the 

summits (11,0 percent). The main reason for this is that at the beginning of the summit there 

are expectations and hopes for the summit that at the end of the summit are either reached or 

not. For example, the article that was published on the first day of the summit in Poznan, Poland, 

stated: “The Poznan meeting is expected to make progress on setting up a mechanism to pay 

developing countries for preserving their carbon-absorbing tropical forests” (Black, 2008). It is 

an expectation of the progress that they hope to make during that summit. Another example is 

the following sentence: “A key UN climate meeting in Peru has opened with negotiators 

attempting to advance a new global agreement” (McGrath, 2014) which indicates optimism for 

the aim to reach an agreement. As regards to hope in the aftermath articles it usually refers to 

future plans for the next summit or even the upcoming years. This can be seen in, for example, 

the aftermath article of the Poznan summit that said: “The meeting is the halfway point on a 

two-year process aimed at reaching a deal in Copenhagen by the end of 2009” (Black, 2008), 

and in the aftermath article of the Paris summit in 2015: “The agreement - which is partly legally 

binding and partly voluntary - will come into being in 2020” (BBC, 2015). Finally, the 

percentage of provided information seemed to be higher in the aftermath articles. This was 

mainly information about what included deals and agreements. Some examples are: “The 
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accord includes a recognition to limit temperature rises to less than 2C and promises to deliver 

$30bn (£18.5bn) of aid for developing nations over the next three years.” (BBC, 2009), and 

“The Copenhagen Accord is based on a proposal tabled on Friday by a US-led group of five 

nations - including China, India, Brazil and South Africa.”(ibid).   

 

6.4 Comparison through the years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graph presented above shows a clear increase of positivity and a decrease in negativity. 

However, there is one deviation in the year 2013 during the summit in Warsaw, Poland. It must 

be mentioned that from that year only one article was selected since there was no aftermath 

article available. As for the provided information, there has been some improvement but it also 

differs per year. In the years 2010, 2013, and 2014 there was no or very little information 

provided while in 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2017 the percentage was between ten and twenty 

percent.  
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7. Discussion 

 
 

The aim of this study was to examine the media coverage of the United Nations annual climate 

summits by the BBC and to what extent their news articles regarding this topic include 

constructive elements. It specifically focused on the articles that were written on the first day 

of the annual climate summits and the articles published one day after each summit between 

2008 and 2018. The quantitative content analysis with a discourse approach mainly focused on 

the way climate change was covered in these articles and on comparing the amounts of positive 

and negative elements in the news articles.  

 

More specifically, this study sought to address four research questions: 

1. How is climate change portrayed? 

2. What kind of constructive elements can be found in the articles by BBC on the climate 

summit coverage between 2008 and 2018? 

3. Can there be seen a difference in the amounts of positive and negative aspects in the 

articles from the start of the summit compared to the article about the aftermath? 

4. How has the news coverage of the summits by BBC developed regarding constructive 

journalism during the past eleven years? 

This chapter is structured question by question. Research questions are answered based on 

the results of the content analysis with a supplement from the theories and previous research.  

 

7.1 Climate change coverage 

Of all the times that climate change was mentioned, only one fifth actually dealt with climate 

change. In all other cases it was referring to names of treaties, deals, agreements, or work 

functions. This means that very little information is available in the articles referring to climate 

change. Hardly any articles provide any background information regarding climate change 

which is a very important aspect of constructive journalism. As mentioned in the literature 

review, several studies, have showed that solution-focused journalism can assure that the 

audience creates a sense that their actions can matter, which is important since the main cause 

of climate change is human actions (Gielan et al, 2017, McIntyre & Gyldensted, 2018, Green, 

2019) . However, during the analysis of the climate change phrases it became clear that they 

are mainly stating climate change problems rather than offering any solutions. In all 21 analyzed 
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articles, only two articles provided a link to another article with information for the reader about 

what they can do to fight climate change. As researcher Cathrine Gyldensted (2011) stated, the 

audience can be inspired by journalists to change their behavior if there are offered any 

solutions rather than when the audience is only confronted with the problems. The results of 

the project by researchers Gill Ereaut and Nat Segnit (2006) led to the same statement. Although 

the analyzed articles clearly emphasize the need for action against climate change, they hardly 

provide any advice on how this can be done. This way the audience will not be inspired and 

motivated to change their behavior. Espen Stoknes (2015) wrote that people often do not think 

their actions will matter because climate change is covered as a natural disaster. This study, 

however, canot say anything about that, because in order to do so, the articles providing climate 

change information need to be analyzed and they were not part of the selected articles. The 

BBC uses the term solution-focused journalism regularly referring to reporting with more 

background information, which is, also according to McIntyre and Gyldensted (2017), an 

element of solution-focused journalism. This is why it is interesting to see in the data that only 

a very small percentage (15 percent) of the analyzed articles included any type of background 

information. Although they did it in a useful way by, for example, providing a glossary with 

many meanings of words that have to do something with climate change, they included some 

fact boxes about deals, agreements, and the summits, and they included some links to more 

informative articles, they did not do it enough. Constructive journalism asks for background 

information containing an explanation of, in this case, the causes and effects of climate change 

for example, which these articles lack. Ereaut and Segnit (2006) concluded that most ways of 

climate change communication are currently ineffective and one of their advices to 

communicate better is to pay more attention to the quality of the message than to the quantity. 

The quality of the information can be high and it can be helpful for educating and influencing 

people with the above mentioned methods. The quantity, however, could be easily improved. 

Since all references to information pages on climate change are the same links, to articles 

proving some background information on climate change, it should not be an issue to add them 

to all articles.  

 

7.2 Constructive elements in the articles by the BBC on the climate summits 

The results from the content analysis showed that there are more negative elements in the texts 

than positive. However, it is important to mention that there is also a big amount of phrases that 

sound hopeful. These sentences could refer to hope for agreeing to something at the end of a 
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summit or to a future goal that will be tried to reach. This is called future-oriented coverage 

which, according to Hermans and Gyldensted (2018), is an element of constructive journalism.  

The sentences with both negativity and positivity show how the articles state a solution or an 

achievement, followed by something negative about it. Hermans and Gyldensted (2018) also 

stated that constructive journalism involves a diversity of news that includes opinions and 

perspectives. This is something that the BBC does really well. Their articles mainly consist of 

quotes by different people such as politicians, people from organizations, and observers. 

Another constructive element named by Hermans and Gyldensted (2018) is providing context 

which is what the BBC currently lacks. In some articles they placed fact boxes which can help 

the reader understand what a deal is about or what the developments have been so far. However, 

these fact boxes only appear in a few articles. The outcome of a survey done by Hermans and 

Gyldensted (2018) indicated that people prefer a variety of perspectives, which the BBC does 

really well with many quotes by different people but people also want elaborated and detailed 

information added to the news stories, which the BBC could do a lot better. Empowerment of 

the audience does not occur, since, apart from two, the majority of the articles did not focus on 

the public at all. The two exceptions have a link at the end of the article that refers the reader to 

an article that explains what the reader herself can do. With the big amount of negativity in the 

text it is difficult to say if the articles provoke positive emotions which McIntyre and 

Gyldensted (2017) defined as part of the useful positive psychology technique in constructive 

journalism, PERMA. Another part of PERMA is achievement which was analyzed as part of 

the positive elements in the articles. Achieve(ment) occurred twenty-one times in all articles, 

of which most of them were positive or at least hopeful.  

 

7.3 Comparison of the two articles per year based on positive and negative 

aspects  

The difference between the article from the start and from the aftermath is clearly visible. The 

articles from the start are more pessimistic with a higher percentage of negativity and a low 

percentage of positivity, but this turns around in the aftermath article. However, even though 

the negativity drops and the positivity increases in the aftermath articles, there is still less 

positivity than negativity. Also the amount of hope decreases in the aftermath article, which 

could be explained by the fact that at the beginning of the summit people have hopes and 

expectations of what the summit might bring. Whereas at the end of the summit, it is clear if 

this succeeded or failed. The results of the survey by the Forsa institute for Social Research and 
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Statistical Analysis (2015) pointed out that the news is too focused on issues without any hope 

and that almost 90 percent of the participants desire more constructive news. Given the fact that 

both positive elements and hope are less occurring in the articles than negativity there is a lot 

of room for improvement.  

7.4 A comparison of the news coverage of the summits by the BBC through the 

years 

When looking only at the first year, 2008, and the last year, 2018, an increase of positive 

elements is visible. Through the years it has changed a lot. At first it dropped, but then it rose 

again with sometimes a little drop that would be up again the next year. During the past four 

years it stayed relatively stable. As regards to the negative elements, the amount decreased over 

the years but in 2018 it rose again. Finally, the expressions of hope in the articles have 

decreased. Through the years the “level” of hope has moved up and down but the last few years 

it has decreased with a very low amount of hope in the articles in 2018. The number of referrals 

in the texts increased over the years (appendix 2). These referrals mainly lead to other BBC 

articles that explain a certain deal or passed event mentioned in one of the selected articles.  
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8. Conclusion 

 

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges currently faced by humans that requires 

immediate action. It is crucial to communicate this urgent matter to the world and an effective 

way to do so is by using a constructive journalistic approach. Although it is still a concept under 

development there has been done some research that indicates that a more positive approach 

increases the tendency of people to take action. This research aimed to analyze the media 

coverage of the annual UN climate summits by the BBC and to which degree the selected 

articles concerning this topic include constructive elements.  

 The BBC articles covering the climate summits mainly consist of quotes and statements 

of a variety of people but barely present any background information on climate change. The 

size of the problem if often mentioned but usually without any explanation or solution. Though 

the articles consist out of many positive and hopeful statements, they also include a lot of 

negativity. There is a decrease of negativity between the articles published on the first day of 

the summit and the articles published on the day after the summit and an increase of positivity, 

but the negativity is still higher than the positivity. In addition, the level of hope is lower in the 

aftermath article creating a pessimistic tone. The percentage of positivity and negativity 

changed through the years both by gaining more positive elements and having less negative 

elements, but it also weakened due to a larger amount of negativity and less positivity and hope. 

In the end, it is still too much negativity and not enough positivity and hope.  

 Overall, the BBC covers the UN climate summits with a lot of negativity and not enough 

positivity and hope to compensate. As to constructive elements, they have improved in 

background information providence but there is still a lot of room for improvement. Rather than 

stating problems, the BBC could provide more explanation of the nature of the problem and 

instead of only stating quotes and citations some clarification of why it was said could be given. 

The advice on what to do against climate change is a good element but currently not used 

enough so that referral should always be included in climate change articles by the BBC.  

 In order to fight climate change people need to understand the causes but also the 

solutions. It is important for the audience to be informed and to feel inspired to take action. This 

is why only sharing statements from one moment in time is not enough for climate coverage. 

Hopefully, news broadcasters covering climate change will recognize the need for solution-

focused and future-focused news and will use it to inform and inspire their audience.  
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This study is a good basis for learning about the coverage of climate change by the BBC, 

however, a qualitative study with more articles could provide more detailed information of how 

the BBC covers this topic. These results then can lead to a better advice for the BBC and other 

news broadcasters on how to cover climate change. Also, analysis of articles on climate change 

that are not necessarily focused on the climate summit could be done. This could lead to 

different results than the results from researching the articles around the summits since this 

event is a lot about specific issues that are raised during the summit. 

In the nearby future it is of a high importance that the concept of constructive journalism 

will be further developed so it can be properly used by all news channels. More research should 

be done not only on the use of constructive journalism but also on the audience perception of 

constructive journalism. From there is will be easier for news channels to be analyzed to learn 

more about their usage of constructive journalism, or their lack of it. Climate change is an urgent 

matter which makes the research on journalistic coverage of climate change urgent. If 

constructive journalism could possibly help to inform and motivate the audience to fight against 

climate change, then it is important to learn as fast as possible how to apply this journalistic 

style.  

So first more research should be conducted on constructive journalism and the audience 

perception of it and with those results more suggestions should be made concerning how news 

channels can use constructive journalism to fight against climate change.  
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10. Appendices 

 

Appendix 1: Coding system 

 
Technical Data: 

Case Number. 

Paper: 1=BBC 

Date: given in full 

Page Label: 1= Science & Environment, 2= Europe 

Format: 1= news articles  

Article size: given in word amount 

 

Additional information 

Fact boxes: (string variable) 

At the scene/analysis: (string variable) 

Source cited: 1= no source mentioned; 2= politician; 3= Reuters; 4= UK government, 5= 

member of UNFCCC, 6= UN member,  

Quote: (string variable) 

Referrals: 1= Blog Richard Black; 2= Graphics; 3= Copenhagen accord; 4=COP live; 5= 

In video; 6= Climate change explained; 7= BBC article; 8=other 

 

Signs of solution-focused and prospective journalism 

Use of the word ‘progress’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘development’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 

4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘solution(s)’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘deal’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= upper 

half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 
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Use of the word ‘accord’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘achieve(ment)’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 

4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘success/succeed’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after 

leader; 4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last 

sentence; 9= quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ 

glossary; 12= referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘agree(ment) in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

 

Mention the progress – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the development(s) – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the solution(s) – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the deal – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the accord – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the achievement(s) – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the success(es) – if mentioned: (string variable) 

Mention the agreement(s) – if mentioned: (string variable) 

 

Signs of problem focused journalism 

Use of the word ‘issue(s)’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘problem(s)’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘threat’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘fail/failed/failure’: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 

4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 
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Discourse 

Use of the word ‘change/changes/changed’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence 

after leader; 4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last 

sentence; 9= quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ 

glossary; 12= referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Type of change: 1= Positive; 2= Negative; 3= Neutral 

Use of the words ‘climate change’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after 

leader; 4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last 

sentence; 9= quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ 

glossary; 12= referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘effects’ (or a synonym) in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence 

after leader; 4= upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last 

sentence; 9= quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ 

glossary; 12= referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘conference’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘science’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

Use of the word ‘politics’ in..: 1= headline; 2=leader; 3= first sentence after leader; 4= 

upper half; 5= bottom half; 6= paragraph title; 7= photo caption; 8= Last sentence; 9= 

quote/citation; 10= part of a function/organization/name; 11= fact box/ glossary; 12= 

referral; 13= results of a survey/poll/research 

 

Analysis of the positive phrases: positive; negative; mixed; prospective; informative; N/A 

Analysis of the negative phrases: negative; positive; mixed; potential; informative; N/A 
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Appendix 3: Analysis of the positive phrases 

 
1001 

Progress: 

The Poznan meeting is expected to make progress on setting up a mechanism to pay developing 

countries for preserving their carbon-absorbing tropical forests. 

Prospective 

 

Developments:  

Business development N/A 

 

1002 

Progress: 

Western delegates said progress here had been encouraging, but environment groups said rich 

countries had not shown enough ambition. 

Mixed 

"The conference enabled us to make real progress on every topic on the Bali roadmap,"  Positive 

"There has been disappointingly little progress on the agreement reached last year in Bali," he 

said. 

Negative 

“Real progress” Positive 
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Developments: 

Developments in Poznan 

- Work plans agreed for both "tracks" 

- Discussions enter "full negotiating mode" 

- Management of UN Adaptation Fund agreed 

- Funds can now be disbursed 

- Programme agreed to improve roll-out of low-carbon technologies 

- Parameters established of agreement on reducing deforestation 

- "Recognition" that science indicates need for emissions to peak and begin to decline 

within 10-15 years 

Positive 

 

Deal: 

The meeting is the halfway point on a two-year process aimed at reaching a deal in Copenhagen 

by the end of 2009. 

Prospective 

There was also disappointment that the energy and climate deal reached by EU heads of state in 

Brussels had been watered down at the last minute. 

Negative 

"Doing a deal in Copenhagen is, to an important extent, about engaging developing countries," N/A 

 

Achievement: 

The UN climate summit has ended with delegates taking very different views on how much it 

has achieved. 

Mixed 

 

1003 

Deal: 

About 100 leaders are to attend the meeting, which aims to strike a deal on major cuts in 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Prospective 

But on the first day of the summit, divisions were evident between various blocs, with small 

island states indicating they would not accept anything less than a legally binding deal including 

deep cuts in emissions. 

Prospective 

"At the deal's heart must be a settlement between the rich world and the developing world," the 

editorial says. 

Prospective 

 

Environmental activists are planning to hold protests in Copenhagen and around the world on 

12 December to encourage delegates to reach the strongest possible deal. 

Prospective 

The head of the Grenadan delegation said the Association of Small Island States (AOSIS) would 

"consider their options" if a legally-binding deal did not materialise here. 

Mixed 

It appears that this bloc of 43 countries may simply not sign a deal that they believe votes their 

nations out of existence. 

Negative 

 
Success 

➢ "Copenhagen will only be a success if it delivers significant and immediate action." Mixed 

 
Agree(ment): 

Opening the two-week conference in the Danish capital, he told delegates from 192 countries a 

"strong and ambitious climate change agreement" was needed. 

Prospective 

The African Union has threatened to walk out of the talks if industrialised countries do not agree 

to help poor states pay for the transition to cleaner economies. 

Mixed 

Any agreement made at Copenhagen is intended to supplant the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate 

change, which expires in 2012. 

Positive 

To stress the importance of the summit, 56 newspapers in 45 countries published the same 

editorial on Monday, warning that climate change will "ravage our planet" unless action is 

agreed, the London-based Guardian reported. 

N/A 

 

1004 

Progress: 

"This progress did not come easily, and we know that progress on this particular aspect of 

climate change negotiations is not enough," he added. 

Negative 
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Accord: 

But he said the accord , reached with key nations including China and Brazil, must be made 

legally binding next year. 

Prospective 

The accord includes a recognition to limit temperature rises to less than 2C and promises to 

deliver $30bn (£18.5bn) of aid for developing nations over the next three years. 

Informative 

But the BBC's environment correspondent Richard Black says the Copenhagen Accord looks 

unlikely to contain temperature rises to within the 2C (3.6F) threshold that UN scientists say is 

needed to avert serious climate change. 

Negative 

"The conference decides to take note of the Copenhagen Accord of December 18, 2009," the 

chairman of the plenary session of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) declared earlier in the day, swiftly banging down his gavel. 

N/A 

The Copenhagen Accord is based on a proposal tabled on Friday by a US-led group of five 

nations - including China, India, Brazil and South Africa. 

Informative 

The UK's Climate Change Secretary Ed Miliband said it was very important that the adoption 

of the accord would allow the flow of money to begin. 

Prospective 

Lumumba Stanislaus Di-Aping, the Sudanese negotiator, said the accord spelled "incineration" 

for Africa and compared it to the Nazis sending "6 million people into furnaces" in the 

Holocaust. 

Negative 

 

Agreement: 

The agreement also includes a method for verifying industrialised nations' reduction of 

emissions.  

Informative 

Several South American countries, such as Nicaragua and Venezuela, were among a group 

saying the agreement had not been reached through proper process. 

Negative 

But, he said: "We recognise there could have been more ambition in parts of this agreement. 

Therefore we have got to drive forward as hard as we can towards both a legally binding treaty 

and that ambition." 

Prospective 

Delegates had battled through the night to prevent the talks ending without clinching an 

agreement. 

Negative 

 
1005 

Progress: 

This year's UN climate summit has opened in Mexico, with expectations of significant progress 

generally low. 

Negative 

Others, however, are looking for concrete progress on issues such as transfer of clean 

technologies from the industrialised world to developing countries, the provision of funds from 

the west to help poorer nations adapt to climate impacts, and reducing deforestation. 

Prospective 

 

Solutions: 

This stance is echoed by most environmental organisations, which see the UN framework as the 

only way of providing a comprehensive raft of solutions to the issues posed by climate change. 

Prospective 

"REDD and other false solutions like agrofuels and carbon sink plantations are ways to grab 

productive land in the South so that more cheap resources and food can be accessed by 

industrialised countries," said Blessing Karumbidza from the South African group Timberwatch. 

Negative 

 

Deal: 
In contrast to last year's summit in Copenhagen, there is a general belief that no new global deal 

will emerge. 

Negative 

"What governments should focus on in Cancun is ensuring that confidence in the UNFCCC 

(climate convention) process is rebuilt, which will bring us a step closer to that final deal." 

Prospective 

They are also calling on any REDD deal to respect fully the rights of indigenous peoples who 

live in and off forests. 

Prospective 

Christiana Figueres, executive secretary of the UN climate convention, recently said: "At this 

point, everything I see tells me that there is a deal to be done. 

Prospective 

 
 

 

 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8422307.stm
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
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Success: 

For some governments, Cancun will be a success if it generates a constructive atmosphere of 

constructive dialogue, rather than descending into the rancour that characterised the Copenhagen 

gathering. 

Prospective 

"Cancun will be a success, if parties compromise." Mixed 

 
Agree(ment): 

On Friday, former UK deputy prime minister Lord Prescott - who led the UK delegation to the 

1997 climate summit that agreed the Kyoto Protocol, and played a key role in negotiations there 

- called for governments to acknowledge that the UN process is failing. 

N/A 

"Let each of them go ahead voluntarily... but let's at least agree on a few basics of fairness and 

transparency." 

Prospective 

"Only an equitable, comprehensive and legally binding agreement will bring the much needed 

international commitment to manage the climate crisis," said Stewart Maginnis, director of 

environment and development with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN). 

Prospective 

Movement towards an agreement on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest 

Degradation (REDD) has aroused the ire of some indigenous peoples, who regard it as an excuse 

for not cutting carbon emissions from fossil fuel burning. 

Negative 

 
1006 

Development: 

The Green Climate Fund is intended to raise and disburse $100bn (£64bn) a year by 2020 to 

protect poor nations against climate impacts and assist them with low-carbon development. 

Prospective 

 

Deal: 

UN climate change talks in Cancun agree a deal Positive 

UN talks in Cancun have reached a deal to curb climate change, including a fund to help 

developing countries. 

Positive 

BBC environment correspondent Richard Black said the meeting did not achieve the 

comprehensive, all-encompassing deal that many activists and governments want. 

Negative 

But the deal is a lot less than the comprehensive agreement that many countries wanted at last 

year's Copenhagen summit and continue to seek. 

Negative 

Bolivia found faults both with elements of the deal and with the way the texts were constructed 

through private conversations between small groups of countries. 

Negative 

Cancun climate deal N/A 

The final day of the two-week summit had dawned with low expectations of a deal. Negative 

 

Achieve(ment) 

BBC environment correspondent Richard Black said the meeting did not achieve the 

comprehensive, all-encompassing deal that many activists and governments want. 

Negative 

Things achieved 

- Fund to channel money from the West to developing nations 

- Formal recognition that current emissions pledges need to rise 

- A framework on paying countries not to cut down their forests 

Positive 

Things not achieved 

- Deeper emissions cuts 

- Mechanisms for negotiating deeper emission cuts 

- Deciding on the legal status of any new global agreement 

Negative 

 
Effective: 

Russia and Japan have secured wording that leaves them a possible route to escape extension of 

the Kyoto Protocol's legally binding emission cuts, while strongly implying that the protocol has 

an effective future - a key demand of developing countries. 

Positive 

 

 

Agree(ment): 

UN climate change talks in Cancun agree a deal Positive 
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But he said it was being "touted as a platform on which that comprehensive agreement can be 

built". 

Prospective 

But the deal is a lot less than the comprehensive agreement that many countries wanted at last 

year's Copenhagen summit and continue to seek. 

Prospective 

Tara Rao, senior policy adviser with environmental group WWF commented: "There's enough 

in it that we can work towards next year's meeting in South Africa to get a legally binding 

agreement there." 

Prospective 

 
1007 

Progress: 

The UN summit, in Durban, South Africa, may make progress in a few areas. Prospective 

But some observers say small island states may begin "naming and shaming" developing 

countries that are also delaying progress. 

Negative 

 

Develop: 

Equating the need to develop with the right to emit greenhouse gases is, he has said, "rather 

silly". 

Negative 

 

Solution: 

"We are in Durban with one purpose: to find a common solution that will secure a future to 

generations to come," said Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, South Africa's minister of international 

relations, who is chairing the summit. 

Prospective 

But the process of finding that common solution, in the form of an agreement that can constrain 

greeenhouse gas emissions enough to keep the global average temperature rise below 2C, will 

entail some complex and difficult politics. 

Negative 

 

Deal: 

To the anger of small islands states, India and Brazil have joined rich nations in wanting to start 

talks on a legal deal no earlier than 2015. 

Negative 

The EU and climate-vulnerable blocs want to start as soon as possible, and have the deal 

finalised by 2015. 

Prospective 

They say the impasse should not delay talks on a new deal, arguing that to do so would be, in 

one delegate's wording, "the politics of mutually-assured destruction". 

N/A 

"A deal to raise resources from international transport could be on the table, and Huhne must 

convince other ministers to strike it," he said. 

Prospective 

 

Agreement: 

As this year's UN climate summit opens, some of the developing world's biggest greenhouse gas 

emitters are bidding to delay talks on a new global agreement. 

Negative 

But the process of finding that common solution, in the form of an agreement that can constrain 

greeenhouse gas emissions enough to keep the global average temperature rise below 2C, will 

entail some complex and difficult politics. 

Negative 

There, the UK and others argued that the Durban summit should agree to begin work on a new 

global agreement immediately, to have it in place by 2015, and operating by 2020 at the very 

latest. 

Prospective 

Scientific assessments say that for this to happen, global emissions should peak and begin to fall 

before 2020, adding urgency to these nations' quest for a new and effective global agreement 

Prospective 

Sources say, however, that there is real prospect of agreement in Durban on rules and 

mechanisms for a Green Climate Fund. 

Positive 

There is no agreement on where the money should come from. Negative 

However, there is widespread scepticism about the much smaller funds - $10bn per year - that 

developed nations are already supposed to be contributing under the Fast Start Finance 

agreement made in 2009. 

Negative 

 

1008 

Deal: 

‘Bad deal’ Negative 

"He has come back with a bad deal for Britain," he told MPs.  Negative 
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Suggesting the outcome was a "diplomatic disaster" for the UK, Mr Miliband said the prime 

minister "did not want a deal as he could not deliver it through his party". 

Negative 

However the deal still has to be agreed by a number of national parliaments, and the reaction of 

the financial markets suggests it has failed to bring a swift end to the euro crisis. 

Prospective 

 

Accord: 

It now looks likely that all 26 other members of the European Union will agree to a new 

"accord" setting out tougher budget rules aimed at preventing a repeat of the current eurozone 

crisis. 

Positive 

The new accord will hold eurozone members to strict budgetary rules including: 

- a cap of 0.5% of GDP on countries' annual structural deficits 

- "automatic consequences" for countries whose public deficit exceeds 3% of GDP 

- a requirement to submit their national budgets to the European Commission, which 

will have the power to request that they be revised 

Informative 

The current French presidential front-runner, Socialist Francois Hollande, said on Monday that 

if he was elected next May he would renegotiate the accord, saying: "This accord is not the right 

answer." 

Negative 

 

Agree(ment): 

David Cameron: ''Satisfactory safeguards were not forthcoming and so I did not agree to the 

treaty'' 

Negative 

David Cameron has said he "genuinely looked to reach an agreement" at the EU summit but 

vetoed treaty change because it was not in the national interest. 

Negative 

After the Commons statement Mr Clegg told reporters that everyone knew he and prime minister 

disagreed on the outcome of the summit: "I would have been a distraction if I was there." 

Informative 

Giving an account of the decisions he took in Brussels in Friday, Mr Cameron insisted he had 

agreed his negotiating stance with his Lib Dem partners before the summit and the two parties 

had to "put aside differences" to work in the national interest. 

Informative 

It now looks likely that all 26 other members of the European Union will agree to a new 

"accord" setting out tougher budget rules aimed at preventing a repeat of the current eurozone 

crisis. 

Positive 

However the deal still has to be agreed by a number of national parliaments, and the reaction of 

the financial markets suggests it has failed to bring a swift end to the euro crisis. 

Prospective 

 
1009 

Progress 

The President of the meeting said it was a "golden opportunity" to make progress on a new 

global climate deal. 

Positive 

But many delegates remain concerned that divisions between developing and wealthy nations 

will hamper progress. 

Negative 

But Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), Christiana Figueres expressed the hope that the negotiators themselves could make 

progress 

Prospective 

 

Deal: 

The President of the meeting said it was a "golden opportunity" to make progress on a new 

global climate deal. 

Positive 

 

Agree(ment): 

"The countries most responsible for the crisis must agree to a second commitment period under 

the Kyoto Protocol that will deliver genuine benefits to the climate that sustains us all. 

Prospective 

 

 

 

 

1010 

Deal: 

The deal, agreed by nearly 200 nations, extends to 2020 the Kyoto Protocol. Positive 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126658.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126658.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126658.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/126658.pdf
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The deal covers Europe and Australia, whose share of world greenhouse gas emissions is less 

than 15%. 

Informative 

Andy Atkins, from Friends of the Earth, says the current agreement is an 'empty deal' Negative 

 
Success: 

The proposed new Loss and Damage mechanism is held up as an example of the success of the 

diplomatic process. 

Informative 

 

Agree(ment): 

The deal, agreed by nearly 200 nations, extends to 2020 the Kyoto Protocol. Positive 

The final text "encourages" rich nations to mobilise at least $10bn (£6bn) a year up to 2020, 

when the new global climate agreement is due to kick in. 

Informative 

The big players, the US, EU and China accepted the agreement with varying degrees of 

reservation. 

Positive 

It's likely to lock us on the trajectory to a 3,4,5C rise in global temperatures, even though we 

agreed to keep the global average temperature rise of 1.5C to ensure survival of all islands," he 

said 

Informative 

The island states accepted the agreement because for them it is better than nothing.  Positive 

Until now rich nations have agreed finance to help developing countries to get clean energy and 

adapt to climate change, but they have stopped short of accepting responsibility for damage 

caused by climate change elsewhere. 

Mixed 

But in Doha that broad principle was agreed. Positive 

Nick Mabey, from the UK think-tank E3G, said: "This agreement really opens a can of worms 

- it might be applied to countries damming transboundary rivers, for instance.  

Positive 

Andy Atkins, from Friends of the Earth, says the current agreement is an 'empty deal' Negative 

The UK Climate Secretary, Ed Davey, told me: "We haven't agreed to set up a new institution - 

and there's no blank cheque." 

Negative 

The major task of this two-week conference has been untangling of the diplomatic spaghetti 

from climate agreements that have grown piecemeal over the past 15 years. 

N/A 

It is widely agreed that a useful house-keeping job was done to help the UN move towards the 

next phase, which aims at a globally-encompassing agreement. 

N/A 

Preliminary discussions were held on this, and it was quickly evident that making a global 

agreement fair to all parties will be monumentally difficult. 

Negative 
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Progress: 

The head of the Philippines delegation at UN climate talks in Poland has said he will stop eating 

until participants make "meaningful" progress. 

Negative 

He told the meeting he would refuse to eat until progress is made. Negative 

 

1012 

Development: 

The process has been boosted by recent developments, including a joint announcement on 

cutting carbon by the US and China. 

Positive 

"We should be able to lay the foundations for a strong agreement in Paris and raise the level of 

our ambitions so that gradually over the long term we are able to achieve climate neutrality - 

this is the only way to truly achieve sustainable development for all." 

Prospective 

 

Deal: 

By the end of March next year, all countries are expected to announce the level of their efforts 

to cut carbon as part of the Paris deal. 

N/A 

Many countries, including the US, have signalled that they will be unable to enter a legally 

binding deal on emissions cuts. 

Negative 

There will also be pressure for countries to come up with significant contributions in the period 

up to 2020 when a new deal is likely to come into force. 

Prospective 
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Achieve(ment): 

“We should be able to lay the foundations for a strong agreement in Paris and raise the level of 

our ambitions so that gradually over the long term we are able to achieve climate neutrality - 

this is the only way to truly achieve sustainable development for all." 

Prospective 

 

Agree(ment): 

A key UN climate meeting in Peru has opened with negotiators attempting to advance a new 

global agreement. 

Prospective 

"We should be able to lay the foundations for a strong agreement in Paris and raise the level of 

our ambitions so that gradually over the long term we are able to achieve climate neutrality - 

this is the only way to truly achieve sustainable development for all." 

Positive 

Days later, 125 world leaders attended a meeting called by the UN secretary general, where 

they re-affirmed their commitments to tackle the problem through a new global agreement. 

Positive 

The European Union also contributed to the positive mood by agreeing climate targets for 2030. Positive 

But, as yet, there is no agreement on what should be included or excluded from these INDC 

statements. 

Negative 

Parties are likely to clash over the long-term goal of any new agreement and its legal shape. Negative 

 
1013 

Progress: 

While progress in Lima was limited, and many decisions were simply postponed, the fact that 

194 nations assented to this document means there is still momentum for a deal in Paris. 

Negative 

 

Deal: 

UN members agree deal at Lima climate talks 

 

Positive 

Environmental groups said the deal was an ineffectual compromise, but the EU said it was a 

step towards achieving a global climate deal next year in Paris. 

Mixed 

Miguel Arias Canete, EU Commissioner for Climate Action and Energy, said the EU had wanted 

a more ambitious outcome but he still believed that "we are on track to agree a global deal" at a 

summit in Paris, France, next year. 

Positive 

He described the deal as "a really important step" on the road to Paris. Positive 

"That's when the real deal has to be done." Prospective 

 

Agree(ment): 

United Nations members have reached an agreement on how countries should tackle climate 

change. 

Positive 

The agreement was adopted hours after a previous draft was rejected by developing countries,  

who  accused  rich  nations  of  shirking  their  responsibilities  to  fight  global warming and 

pay for its impacts. 

Positive 

Miguel Arias Canete, EU Commissioner for Climate Action and Energy, said the EU had wanted 

a more ambitious outcome but he still believed that "we are on track to agree a global deal" at a 

summit in Paris, France, next year. 

Mixed 

There was a good deal of optimism at the start of these talks as the recent emissions agreement 

between the US and China was seen as an historic breakthrough. 

Positive 

As well as pledges and finance, the agreement points towards a new classification of nations.  Positive 

The agreed document calls for: 

- An "ambitious agreement" in 2015 that reflects "differentiated responsibilities and 

respective capabilities" of each nation 

- Developed countries to provide financial support to "vulnerable" developing nations 

- National pledges to be submitted by the first quarter of 2015 by those states "ready to 

do so" 

- Countries to set targets that go beyond their "current undertaking" 

- The UN climate change body to report back on the national pledges in November 

2015 

Informative 

http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/un-climate-summit-ban-ki-moon-final-summary/
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/2030/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-2632_en.htm


48 

 

 

1014 

Deal: 

High-level climate talks have begun in Paris, aimed at signing a long-term deal to reduce global 

carbon emissions. 

Prospective 

But French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, who is chairing the meeting, said a deal was 

within reach. 

Positive 

Mr Vidal said a deal would show the world that countries can work together to fight global 

warming as well as terrorism. 

Positive 

Negotiators from 195 countries will try to reach a deal at the meeting. Prospective 

He said he was not confident that the Paris talks would produce a deal to tackle  the "hideous 

problem" of climate change. 

Negative 

 
Agree(ment): 

Most of the discussions are expected to centre on an agreement to limit global warming to 2C 

(3.6F). 

Prospective 

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to human activities. 

Prospective 

Where that money will come from and how it will be distributed has yet to be agreed. Informative 
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Progress: 

To review progress every five years Informative 

More  than  anything  though  the  deal  signifies  a  new  way  for  the  world  to  achieve 

progress - without it costing the Earth. 

Positive 

 
Development: 

At the time, nations including China, India and South Africa were unwilling to sign up to a 

condition that they felt could hamper economic growth and development. 

N/A 

 
Deal: 

COP21: Paris climate deal is ‘best chance to save planet’ Positive 

The climate deal reached in Paris is "the best chance we have to save the one planet we have", 

US President Barack Obama has said. 

Positive 

China,  the  world's  biggest  polluter,  also  hailed  the  deal,  as  did  India.   Positive 

Nearly  200  countries  took  part  in  tense  negotiations  in  the  French  capital  over  two 

weeks, striking the first deal to commit all nations to cut emissions. 

Informative 

Papers hail 'historic' Paris deal Positive 

The announcement of the deal was greeted by cheers and excitement in the hall Positive 

But  Nick  Dearden,  director  of  campaign  group  Global  Justice  Now,  said:  "It's outrageous 

that the deal that's on the table is being spun as a success when it undermines the rights of the 

world's most vulnerable communities and has almost nothing binding to ensure a safe and 

liveable climate for future generations." 

Negative 

However, the targets themselves will not be legally binding under the Paris deal. Informative 

The deal that has been agreed, under Mr Fabius, is without parallel in terms of climate change 

or of the environment. 

Mixed 

This is key if the deal is to achieve the aim of keeping warming well below 2C. Prospective 

More  than  anything  though  the  deal  signifies  a  new  way  for  the  world  to  achieve 

progress - without it costing the Earth. 

Positive 

A long term perspective on the way we do sustainability is at the heart of this deal. Positive 

 

 

 

 

Agree(ment): 

President Obama: "The historic agreement is a tribute to American leadership" Positive 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35087821
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The agreement - which is partly legally binding and partly voluntary - will come into being in 

2020. 

Prospective 

Describing  the  agreement  as  "ambitious",  President  Obama  said:  "Together,  we've shown 

what's possible when the world stands as one." 

Positive 

"In short, this agreement will mean less of the carbon pollution that threatens our planet and 

more of the jobs and economic growth driven by low-carbon investments." 

Informative 

China's chief negotiator Xie Zhenhua agreed that the Paris plan was not ideal. But he added that 

"this does not prevent us from marching historical steps forward". 

Mixed 

An organisation of business leaders that pushes  for industry to be more sustainable, WBCSD, 

said, in a tweet, that the agreement shows "the transition to a low carbon economy is 

unstoppable". 

Positive 

Some aspects of the agreement are legally binding, such as the obligation on individual 

countries to set an emissions reduction target and the regular review of that goal. 

Informative 

The measures in the agreement included: 

- To  peak  greenhouse  gas  emissions  as  soon  as  possible  and  achieve  a  

balance between sources and sinks of greenhouse gases in the second half of 

this century 

- To keep global temperature increase "well below" 2C (3.6F) and to pursue 

efforts to limit it to 1.5C 

-     To review progress every five years 

- $100bn  a  year  in  climate  finance  for  developing  countries  by  2020,  with  

a commitment to further finance in the future. 

Informative 

The speeches and the cliches at the adoption of the Paris Agreement flowed like good 

champagne - success after all has many fathers! 

Positive 

The deal that has been agreed, under Mr Fabius, is without parallel in terms of climate change 

or of the environment. 

Informative 

In these, which form the basis of the Paris agreement goal of keeping global temperature rise 

"well below" 2C above pre-industrial levels, nations outline their plans on cutting their post-

2020 emissions. 

N/A 

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to human 

activities. 

Prospective 

 

Achieve: 

To peak greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible and achieve a balance between sources 

and sinks of greenhouse gases in the second half of this century 

Prospective 

This is key if the deal is to achieve the aim of keeping warming well below 2C. Prospective 

More  than  anything  though  the  deal  signifies  a  new  way  for  the  world  to  achieve 

progress - without it costing the Earth. 

Prospective 

 
Success: 

But  Nick  Dearden,  director  of  campaign  group  Global  Justice  Now,  said:  "It's 

outrageous that the deal that's on the table is being spun as a success when it undermines the 

rights of the world's most vulnerable communities and has almost nothing binding to ensure a 

safe and liveable climate for future generations." 

Negative 

The speeches and the cliches at the adoption of the Paris Agreement flowed like good 

champagne - success after all has many fathers! 

Positive 

 

 

1016 

Progress: 

“Delegates in Marrakech made crucial progress in building the foundation to support the  Paris  

agreement,  which  went  into  force  just  days  before  COP22,"  said  Paula Caballero from the 

World Resources Institute. 

Positive 

https://twitter.com/wbcsd/status/675774708084776961
https://twitter.com/wbcsd/status/675774708084776961
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Deal: 

The participants also agreed the Marrakech Proclamation, a statement re-affirming the intentions 

of all 197 signatories to the Paris deal. 

Positive 

 
Achieve: 

The   Climate   Vulnerable   Forum   said   that   the   47   member   countries,   including 

Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Yemen, would achieve this goal between 2030 and 2050.  

Positive 

 
Agree(ment): 

Mr Trump has promised to pull the US out of the Paris Climate Agreement and scrap all 

payments for UN global warming projects 

Negative 

This gathering saw the opening of CMA1, the Conference of the Parties meeting as the 

signatories of the Paris Agreement, which aims to limit global temperature rises. 

N/A 

The number of countries who have ratified the agreement jumped above 100 with the UK joining 

during the last few days of the conference. 

Positive 

"Delegates in Marrakech made crucial progress in building the foundation to support the  Paris  

agreement,  which  went  into  force  just  days  before  COP22,"  said  Paula Caballero from the 

World Resources Institute. 

Positive 

"Most importantly, negotiators agreed to finalise the rules of the Paris Agreement by 2018 and 

developed a clear roadmap to meet that deadline." 

Positive 

The participants also agreed the Marrakech Proclamation, a statement re-affirming the 

intentions of all 197 signatories to the Paris deal. 

Positive 
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Progress: 

While negotiators await the outcome of the US election, there are several other factors that might 

also slow progress in these talks. 

Negative 

"The momentum of the entry into force will help to push for progress in discussing the overall 

implementation process," Dennis Taenzler from adelphi, a climate change think tank, told BBC 

News. 

Prospective 

The Marrakech meeting will also see significant debate about the format for a future "global 

stock take" - a five yearly review of progress that countries have made against the targets that 

they have signed up to.  

N/A 

There will also be reviews on finance to see if richer countries have made progress on the 

promise to deliver $100bn in climate aid to developing nations by 2020. 

N/A 

 

Deal: 

However Mr Trump, who calls climate change a "hoax", has vowed to cancel the deal if elected. Negative 

The UN deal, hammered out after years of failed talks, aims to keep the rise in global 

temperatures  under  2  degrees  Celsius  by  the  end  of  this  century,  and  "will  pursue efforts" 

to limit the rise to 1.5C. 

Prospective 

The deal was "bad for US business" and would allow "foreign bureaucrats control over how 

much energy we use", he said. 

Negative 

Now that it is operational and binding on countries, taking the US out of the deal would not be 

easy. 

Negative  

Agree(ment): 

Some 20,000 participants are meeting in Marrakech for two weeks, starting on Monday, to agree 

new rules to limit warming on the planet. 

Prospective 

These  plans  were  boosted  when  the Paris  Climate  Agreement came  into  force  last week. N/A 

Signed by 193 countries in the French capital last December, the Paris Agreement is now 

international law, having been ratified by at least 55 countries representing over 55% of global 

emissions. 

N/A 

The Eiffel Tower was bathed in green light to celebrate the coming into force of the Paris Climate 

Agreement 

Positive 

The deal was "bad for US business" and would allow "foreign bureaucrats control over how 

much energy we use", he said 

Negative 

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38021673
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37872111
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-38021673
https://www.adelphi.de/de
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37872111


51 

 

Concern over the rise of Mr Trump helped galvanise the global push to bring the Paris 

agreement into force. 

N/A 

"The Paris agreement prohibits any exit for a period of three years, plus a year-long notice  

period,  so  there  will  be  four  stable  years,"  said  Segolene  Royal,  the  French environment 

minister who played a role in negotiating the treaty. 

Informative 

One key element that might hold things up is the fact that so far only 100 have ratified the 

Paris agreement. 

Negative 

Last month at a meeting in Rwanda, countries agreed to phase out the use of HFCs, gases with 

significant global warming potential. 

Positive 

"Canada, US and Mexico had a remarkable tri-party agreement  on  methane  for  example,"  

said  Andrew  Steer  from  the  World  Resources Institute. 

Positive 

 It is a key part of the Paris agreement, designed to ratchet up ambition over time. Informative 

 
1018 

Solution 

Many delegates are unhappy with the White House plans to promote fossil fuels here as a 

“solution” to climate change 

Negative 

According to reports, members of the Trump administration will lend their support to an event 

to promote fossil fuels and nuclear power as solutions to climate change. 

Informative 

Long-time  talks  participant  Alden  Meyer  from  the  Union  of  Concerned  Scientists added: 

"It's not a credible solution, but that doesn't seem to bother them. 

Mixed 

"My fellow mayors and I stand united and we stand with the international community to pursue 

solutions to the dramatic climate challenges we are facing together.  

Positive 

 
Deal: 

Five effects of US pullout from Paris climate deal Negative 

Much of America supports Paris deal Positive 

 
Agree(ment): 

Over the next two weeks, negotiators hope to clarify the rulebook of the Paris climate agreement. Prospective 

Separately, a group of governors will say that the US is still committed to climate action despite 

Mr Trump's rejection of the Paris agreement. 

Positive 

Under the rules, the US cannot leave the agreement until 2020 so they have sent a team of 

negotiators to this meeting. 

Informative 

Delegations of US governors, mayors and business people, under the We Are Still In coalition 

umbrella, will be in Bonn to tell negotiators that below the Federal level, much of America still 

supports the Paris agreement. 

Positive 

These need to be agreed by the end of 2018. Prospective 

This is a potential area of significant disagreement as the richer countries are strongly opposed 

to any implied legal liability for the damages caused by climate related extreme weather 

events. 

Negative 

1019 

Progress: 

This climate conference, presided over by Fiji, has achieved progress on technical issues Positive 

UN climate talks in Bonn have concluded with progress on technical issues, but with bigger 

questions about cutting carbon unresolved. 

Mixed 

There are concerns that next year's conference in Poland could slow progress on cutting carbon Negative 

"We now need a series of ministerial meetings in the coming months to make political progress 

on the key elements, so that we box in Poland over the next year." 

Prospective 

 

Development: 

One of the most important elements was the development of a process that would help countries 

to review and ratchet up their commitments to cut carbon. 

Informative 

 

Solution: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37665529
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37665529
https://www.wearestillin.com/
https://www.wearestillin.com/
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US coal and nuclear companies organised a presentation here arguing that fossil fuels should be 

a key part of the solution to rising temperatures. 

Prospective 

 

Deal: 

Instead, it stated that the while the US might be out of the Paris deal, it wasn't walking away 

from international climate discussions in one form or another. 

Mixed 

 

Accord: 

The flamboyant flourish of the Paris accord offered more dramatic cause for optimism, with its 

world leaders, hugs and tears. 

Positive 

 

Achieve(ment): 

This climate conference, presided over by Fiji, has achieved progress on technical issues Positive 

But dull Bonn gave a more prosaic hint of what might be achieved if politicians can capitalise 

on a world shifting towards clean technology far faster than anyone could have expected. 

Prospective 

 

Agree(ment) 

Delegates  say  they  are  pleased  that  the  rulebook  for  the  Paris  climate  agreement  is finally 

coming together. 

Positive 

This meeting, known as COP23, was tasked with clarifying complex operational issues around 

the workings of the Paris climate agreement. 

Informative 

Leaders  from  states  and  cities  that  want  to  stay in  the  Paris  agreement  were  highly 

visible. 

Informative 

2018's summit in Katowice is seen as a critical junction on the road to making the Paris 

agreement work effectively when it comes into force in 2020. 

N/A 

 
1020 

Progress: 

Others involved in the UN process say that real progress is being made in tackling one of the 

most complex problems ever faced by the world. 

Positive 

How much of a role will money play in making progress in Poland? Informative 

Many  developing  countries  see  progress  on  issues  around  finance  to  be  critical  to moving 

forward. 

Positive 

 

Accord 

The summit comes three years after the 2015 Paris accord on climate change, at which all 

countries agreed a plan to limit carbon emissions.  

N/A 

 
Agree(ment): 

The meeting is the most critical on climate change since the 2015 Paris agreement. N/A 

Rather than spending all their time working on how to increase ambitions to cut carbon, 

conference delegates are likely to focus on trying to finalise the technical rules of how the Paris 

agreement will work. 

Prospective 

While the agreement was ratified in record time by more than 180 countries in 2016, it doesn't 

become operational until 2020. 

Mixed 

"It's  no  surprise,  as  agreeing  the  Paris  rules  is  both  technically  and  politically  a complicated 

task - but it is worth it!" 

Positive 

What is in the Paris climate agreement? N/A 

Under the Paris agreement, each country decides for itself the actions it will take when it 

comes to cutting carbon. 

N/A 

They have been promised $100bn every year from 2020 as part of the Paris agreement. N/A 

Although the US has withdrawn from the Paris agreement, it cannot leave until 2020, so its 

negotiators have been taking part in meetings and have not obstructed the process. 

N/A 

The summit comes three years after the 2015 Paris accord on climate change, at which all 

countries agreed a plan to limit carbon emissions.  

Positive 

 
1021 

https://cop23.unfccc.int/
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Progress: 

It would be hard to argue with this view given the shenanigans that played out at the end, when 

one country, Brazil, held up progress at the talks on one issue for a couple of days 

Negative 

 
Deal: 

"The deal looks at it in isolation, it's an elegant compromise but it's not really enough." Negative 

 
Acccord: 

Delegates to the UN climate conference in Poland have reached agreement on how to implement 

the 2015 Paris Climate Accord, which comes into force in 2020. 

Positive 

 
Success: 

By that measure the conference was a success with China showing leadership by not pushing for 

a return to the old ways of countries who did, and countries who didn't. 

Positive 

 
Agree(ment): 

Delegates to the UN climate conference in Poland have reached agreement on how to implement 

the 2015 Paris Climate Accord, which comes into force in 2020. 

Positive 

However dull it may be, the operational rules for the 2015 Paris climate agreement will govern 

the way the world tackles climate change for decades to come. 

Negative 

The key thing was not to unravel the carefully negotiated Paris agreement by having one set of 

rules for the rich countries and another one for the poor. 

Informative 

For many getting agreement here in Katowice was less about technical rules and more about 

showing that the international spirit is still alive and has teeth 

Informative 

While negotiators have been congratulating themselves on a job well done in landing the 

rulebook, there are many voices here who feel that the agreement does not go far enough. 

Negative 

 

Appendix 4: Analysis of the negative phrases 

 
1001 

Issue: 

Emissions from coal burning are a key climate issue Negative 

The meeting will not produce a new deal but is likely to clarify what countries are looking for 

on issues such as emission cuts and forest protection. 

Potential 

Commitment issue Negative 

Mr de Boer said that clarity needs to emerge at the meeting on three issues: 

- the scale of commitments that countries are willing make on cutting emissions 

- the scale of financial resources that developed nations are willing to commit 

- what institutions will run various funds and mechanism 

Potential 

 

Even if developing nations accept restrictions on this scale, how to quantify "business as 

usual" emissions, and how to verify reductions, are likely to be contentious issues. 

Negative 

 

1002 

Fail: 

"Yet again the rich countries, who carry the historical responsibility for climate change, have 

failed to offer sufficient cuts." 

Negative 

 

1003 

Issue: 

Climate deal: Key issues Negative 

The ruling by the Environmental Protection Agency on the dangers of greenhouse gases 

allows it to issue rules to regulate carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions, even if 

the US Congress fails to pass suitable legislation. 

N/A 

 

Problem: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8422186.stm
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In the survey, by Globescan, 64% of people questioned said that they considered global 

warming a very serious problem - up 20% from a 1998 poll. 

Negative 

 

Threat: 

The African Union has threatened to walk out of the talks if industrialised countries do not 

agree to help poor states pay for the transition to cleaner economies. 

N/A 

 

Fail: 

The ruling by the Environmental Protection Agency on the dangers of greenhouse gases 

allows it to issue rules to regulate carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions, even if 

the US Congress fails to pass suitable legislation. 

Negative 

 

1004 

Issue: 

Climate deal: Key issues Negative 

 

Problem: 

Problem is, Bali in 2007 was the "first step"; come to that, Rio in 1992 was the "first step".  Negative 

 

Fail: 

'Toothless failure' Negative 

Environmental campaigners and aid agencies branded the deal toothless and a failure. Negative 

 

1005 

Issues: 

This stance is echoed by most environmental organisations, which see the UN framework as 

the only way of providing a comprehensive raft of solutions to the issues posed by climate 

change. 

Potential 

Others, however, are looking for concrete progress on issues such as transfer of clean 

technologies from the industrialised world to developing countries, the provision of funds 

from the west to help poorer nations adapt to climate impacts, and reducing deforestation. 

Negative 

The main issues, though, are economic and geopolitical in nature. Negative 

 

Fail: 

On Friday, former UK deputy prime minister Lord Prescott - who led the UK delegation to 

the 1997 climate summit that agreed the Kyoto Protocol, and played a key role in negotiations 

there - called for governments to acknowledge that the UN process is failing. 

Negative 

 

1006 

Issues: 

European Climate Commissioner Connie Hedegaard said the deal was substantial and covered 

several issues 

Positive 

 

1008 

Issues: 

He argued: "I do not believe there is a binary choice for Britain that we can either sacrifice 

the national interest on issue after issue or lose our influence at the heart of Europe's 

negotiating process. 

N/A 

We have so much in common and there are so few issues that divide us." Positive 

Fail: 

However the deal still has to be agreed by a number of national parliaments, and the reaction 

of the financial markets suggests it has failed to bring a swift end to the euro crisis. 

Negative 

 

1009 

Issue: 

A statement from a group of over 100 of the poorest and most at risk nations demanded action 

on this issue. 

N/A 

There are also likely to be serious disputes about finance and about the issue of "hot air" - the 

carrying over of unused permits to emit carbon. 

Potential 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8422186.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-20490829
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Some of these issues may have to be resolved by cabinet ministers from more than 100 

countries who will join the negotiating teams for the last four days of the meeting. 

Potential 

 

1010 

Issue: 

But there is clearly an issue if, say, an island state is lost underwater." Negative 

 
Fail: 

The US has been blamed on finance and on failure to cut its emissions more aggressively. Negative 

The EU has also been under fire for failing to raise its promised cuts from 20%, which it is 

reaching easily, to 30%. (Scientists say it should be 40%.) 

Negative 

 

1011 

Issue: 

She said that discussions on the issue of loss and damage, a key element for developing 

countries, must proceed at pace. 

Potential 

 

1012 

Problem: 

Days later, 125 world leaders attended a meeting called by the UN secretary general, where 

they re-affirmed their commitments to tackle the problem through a new global agreement. 

Potential 

"Ultimately this is not a problem that can be solved by just the US, China, and the EU," said 

Paul Bledsoe, senior climate fellow with the German Marshall Fund of the US. 

Negative 

 

Threat: 

"2014 is threatening to be the hottest year in history and emissions continue to rise, we need 

to act urgently," she told the negotiators. 

Negative 

 

1013 

Fail: 

Developing countries have accused wealthier nations of failing to take responsibility for 

climate change 

Negative 

Jagoda Munic, chairperson of Friends of the Earth International, said fears the talks would fail 

to deliver "a fair and ambitious outcome" had been proven "tragically accurate". 

Negative 

 

1014 

Issue: 

Key issues 

Major points of contention include: 

Limits: The UN has endorsed a goal of limiting global warming to no more than 2C over pre-

industrial levels by the end of the century. But more than 100 poorer countries and low-lying, 

small-island states are calling for a tougher goal of 1.5C. 

Fairness: Developing nations say industrialised countries should do more to cut emissions, 

having polluted for much longer. But rich countries insist that the burden must be shared to 

reach the 2C target. 

Money: One of the few firm decisions from the 2009 UN climate conference in Copenhagen 

was a pledge from rich economies to provide $100 billion (93 billion euros) a year in financial 

support for poor countries from 2020 to develop technology and build infrastructure to cut 

emissions. Where that money will come from and how it will be distributed has yet to be 

agreed. 

Negative 

The Prince of Wales said that humanity faces no greater threat than climate change, as he 

issued a call for immediate action to tackle rising temperatures. 

N/A 

 

Problem: 

'Hideous problem' Negative 

Among those attending the talks is the broadcaster and naturalist Sir David Attenborough. He 

said he was not confident that the Paris talks would produce a deal to tackle the "hideous 

problem" of climate change. 

Negative 

"The problems of a rise in temperatures are huge; it has to be avoided at all costs." Negative 

http://newsroom.unfccc.int/unfccc-newsroom/un-climate-summit-ban-ki-moon-final-summary/
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Threat: 

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to human 

activities. 

Potential 

The Prince of Wales said that humanity faces no greater threat than climate change, as he 

issued a call for immediate action to tackle rising temperatures. 

Negative 

 

Fail: 

The last major meeting in 2009 ended in failure. But French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, 

who is chairing the meeting, said a deal was within reach. 

Potential 

 

1015 

Threat 

"In short, this agreement will mean less of the carbon pollution that threatens our planet and 

more of the jobs and economic growth driven by low-carbon investments." 

Potential 

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to human 

activities. 

Potential 

 

Fail: 

Observers say the attempt to impose emissions targets on countries was one of the main 

reasons why the Copenhagen talks in 2009 failed. 

Negative 

 

1016 

Issue: 

One issue that could see sparks fly is the question of loss and damage. Negative 

 

 

Threat: 

 

Trump 'threat' to dominate UN climate negotiations Negative 

 

Fail: 

The UN deal, hammered out after years of failed talks, aims to keep the rise in global 

temperatures under 2 degrees Celsius by the end of this century, and "will pursue efforts" to 

limit the rise to 1.5C. 

Potential 

"Donald Trump's moral failure to acknowledge the climate crisis might very well mean 

planetary disaster if he is elected." 

Negative 

 

 

1017 

Issue: 

"I again appeal to the President-elect of the US Donald Trump to show leadership on this issue 

by abandoning his position that man-made climate change is a hoax," said Mr Bainimarama. 

N/A 

Seen as show of unity on the issue in the light a possible US withdrawal, countries stated they 

would live up to their promises to reduce emissions.  

Potential 

 

1019 

Issue: 

 

This climate conference, presided over by Fiji, has achieved progress on technical issues Positive 

UN climate talks in Bonn have concluded with progress on technical issues, but with bigger 

questions about cutting carbon unresolved. 

Positive 

This meeting, known as COP23, was tasked with clarifying complex operational issues 

around the workings of the Paris climate agreement. 

N/A 

https://cop23.unfccc.int/
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"The United States intends to remain engaged with our many partners and allies around the 

world on these issues, here in the UN Framework Convention and everywhere else." 

Potential 

 

1020 

Issue: 

In an unprecedented move, four former UN climate talks presidents issued a statement on 

Sunday, calling for urgent action. 

N/A 

"Governments across the world have completely failed to protect their citizens," said a 

spokesperson for Extinction Rebellion, the social movement that pushes for radical change on 

climate issues. 

Negative 

Many developing countries see progress on issues around finance to be critical to moving 

forward.  

Positive  

 

Problem: 

 

Others involved in the UN process say that real progress is being made in tackling one of the 

most complex problems ever faced by the world. 

Positive 

 

Threat: 

 

Sir David Attenborough: Climate change 'our greatest threat' Negative 

The naturalist Sir David Attenborough has said climate change is humanity's greatest threat 

in thousands of years. 

Negative 

Sir David said: "Right now, we are facing a man-made disaster of global scale. Our greatest 

threat in thousands of years. Climate change. 

Negative 

There is much frustration with the snail-like pace, especially among some campaigners who 

feel that the scale of the threat posed by rising temperatures hasn't been fully grasped by 

politicians 

Negative 

 

 

 

 

Fail: 

 

"Governments across the world have completely failed to protect their citizens," said a 

spokesperson for Extinction Rebellion, the social movement that pushes for radical change on 

climate issues. 

 

Negative 

 

2021 

Issue: 

It would be hard to argue with this view given the shenanigans that played out at the end, 

when one country, Brazil, held up progress at the talks on one issue for a couple of days. 

Negative 

 

Fail: 

 

Efforts to find a compromise ended in failure. Negative 

 
 

Appendix 5: Analysis of all climate change statements 

 

1001 

This year's round of UN climate talks are opening in Poland with nations attempting to set the 

terms of a new deal on all aspects of climate change. 

Deal 

"The Poznan conference is taking place in the broader context of the current global financial 

crisis and impending recession," noted Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

UNFCCC 
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"But we cannot allow this to detract from the fight against climate change. Against CC 

"The effects of climate change... are already weighting heavily upon those most vulnerable." Effects 

"There's a real need to get as far and be as specific as they can before Copenhagen, but the 

most important things are the broad outlines of the agreement - how they're going to mitigate 

[emissions], how they're going to adapt to climate change, what is the range of financing 

available," she told BBC News. 

Agreement 

According to UK government sources, a recent unpublished study prepared for the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) concludes that the developing world 

must restrain emissions growth enough to keep it 15-30% below "business as usual" by 2020. 

IPCC 

 

Angela Ledford-Anderson, director of the international global warming programme with the 

Pew Environment Group, believes the 2009 Copenhagen meeting might be too soon for other 

countries too to agree firm emission cuts. 

Int. global 

warming 

programme 

 

1002 

"Yet again the rich countries, who carry the historical responsibility for climate change, have 

failed to offer sufficient cuts." 

Responsibility 

The only concrete decision of any major significance concerned the management of the 

Adaptation Fund, which gathers money to help poorer countries protect their societies and 

economies against the impacts of climate change. 

Against CC 

"Doing a deal in Copenhagen is, to an important extent, about engaging developing 

countries," said Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

UNFCCC 

In the immediate future, eyes turn to Australia, which is due to announce its climate change 

policy on Monday. 

CC Policy 

 

"They're going to have to enter full negotiating mode - full speed ahead," said Angela 

Ledford-Anderson, director of the international global warming programme with the Pew 

Environment Group. 

Int. global 

warming 

programme 

 

1003 

Copenhagen summit urged to take climate change action Against CC 

Opening the two-week conference in the Danish capital, he told delegates from 192 countries 

a "strong and ambitious climate change agreement" was needed. 

Agreement 

Financial support for mitigation of and adaptation to climate change by developing countries Against CC 

Any agreement made at Copenhagen is intended to supplant the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on 

climate change, which expires in 2012. 

Kyoto 

Protocol 

Climate change glossary Glossary 

Meanwhile, a new poll commissioned by the BBC suggests that public concern over climate 

change is growing across the world. 

Growing 

concern 

To stress the importance of the summit, 56 newspapers in 45 countries published the same 

editorial on Monday, warning that climate change will "ravage our planet" unless action is 

agreed, the London-based Guardian reported. 

Impact 

 

In the survey, by Globescan, 64% of people questioned said that they considered global 

warming a very serious problem - up 20% from a 1998 poll. 

Serious 

problem 

 

1004 

It outlines a goal of providing $100bn a year by 2020 to help poor countries cope with the 

impacts of climate change. 

Impact 

But the BBC's environment correspondent Richard Black says the Copenhagen Accord looks 

unlikely to contain temperature rises to within the 2C (3.6F) threshold that UN scientists say 

is needed to avert serious climate change. 

Against CC 

"This progress did not come easily, and we know that progress on this particular aspect of 

climate change negotiations is not enough," he added. 

CC 

negotiations 

"The conference decides to take note of the Copenhagen Accord of December 18, 2009," the 

chairman of the plenary session of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) declared earlier in the day, swiftly banging down his gavel. 

UNFCCC 

http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
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The UK's Climate Change Secretary Ed Miliband said it was very important that the adoption 

of the accord would allow the flow of money to begin 

UK’s CC 

secretary 

 

Global warming: A future glimpse Effects GW 

 

1005 

This stance is echoed by most environmental organisations, which see the UN framework as 

the only way of providing a comprehensive raft of solutions to the issues posed by climate 

change. 

Solution 

 

1006 

UN climate change talks in Cancun agree a deal UN cc talks 

UN talks in Cancun have reached a deal to curb climate change, including a fund to help 

developing countries. 

Against cc 

The UK Prime Minister David Cameron said: "Now the world must deliver on its promises. 

There is more hard work to be done ahead of the climate change conference in South Africa 

next year." 

Cc 

conference  

 

1007 

"The global response to climate change simply does not have time for advancing self-serving 

national interests," said Mark Roberts, international policy advisor for the Environmental 

Investigation Agency (EIA). 

Against cc  

Tim Gore, Oxfam's chief policy adviser, said UK Climate Minister Chris Huhne must push for 

"getting the money flowing through the Green Climate Fund that poor people need to fight 

climate change now. 

Against cc 

 

1009 

In his opening remarks he said the "phenomenon" of climate change was a common challenge 

and the meeting in Doha was critical. 

About cc  

"This is an historic conference," said Mr Al-Attiyah, "it is of vital importance considering the 

items on its agenda. It is a turning point in the negotiations on climate change." 

Cc 

negotiations 

"The Kyoto Protocol is more than a treaty, it is the foundation upon which our multilateral 

effort to address climate change rests," it said. 

Kyoto 

Climate change glossary Glossary 

But Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), Christiana Figueres expressed the hope that the negotiators themselves could 

make progress 

UNFCCC 

 

1010 

The summit established for the first time that rich nations should move towards 

compensating poor nations for losses due to climate change. 

Impact 

The Kyoto protocol on climate change had been due to expire later this year Kyoto 

Developing nations hailed it as a breakthrough, but condemned the gulf between the science 

of climate change and political attempts to tackle it. 

Against cc 

But the conference also cleared the way for the Kyoto protocol to be replaced by a new 

treaty binding all rich and poor nations together by 2015 to tackle climate change. 

Against cc 

But the representative for the small island states at severe risk from climate change was 

vociferous. 

Effect 

Climate change glossary Glossary 

"There is no new finance (for adapting to climate change and getting clean energy) - only 

promises that something might materialise in the future. 

Adopt to cc 

Other diplomats will point to the immense complexity of the UN process, which is 

attempting to move away from the old Kyoto Protocol into a new phase binding rich and 

poor nations together in the task of tackling climate change. 

Against cc 

Until now rich nations have agreed finance to help developing countries to get clean energy 

and adapt to climate change, but they have stopped short of accepting responsibility for 

damage caused by climate change elsewhere. 

Adapt to cc; 

Responsibility 
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The key to US agreement was the positioning of the Loss and Damage mechanism under an 

existing process promising to mobilise $100bn a year for poor nations to adapt to climate 

change. 

Adapt to cc 

Climate change diplomacy makes strange bedfellows. Cc diplomacy 

 

It is the only legally-binding plan for combating global warming. Plan 

 

1011 

Speaking at the conference centre at the national football stadium in Warsaw, Ms Figueres 

reminded the delegates that climate change was not a game. 

Seriousness 

"It has become clear that there are now impacts from climate change that can no longer be 

avoided. 

Impact 

Despite their sympathy for the situation in the Philippines, developed nations are likely to 

resist a formal, legal basis for future loss and damage claims associated with climate change. 

Responsibility 

 

1012 

In September, millions of people marched in support of a new approach to climate change Action 

 

1013 

Developing countries have accused wealthier nations of failing to take responsibility for 

climate change. 

Responsibility 

United Nations members have reached an agreement on how countries should tackle climate 

change. 

Against cc 

UK climate change secretary Ed Davey said: "I am not going to say it will be a walk in the 

park in Paris." 

UK cc 

minister 

The UN climate change body to report back on the national pledges in November 2015 UN cc body 

 

The agreement was adopted hours after a previous draft was rejected by developing 

countries, who accused rich nations of shirking their responsibilities to fight global 

warming and pay for its impacts. 

Responsibilities; 

action against 

global warming 

 

 

1014 

Christiana Figueres, the head of the UN's climate change negotiations, addressed delegates 

at the start of the summit. 

Head of UN’s 

cc negotiations  

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to 

human activities. 

Agreement 

Explained: What is climate change? About cc 

He said he was not confident that the Paris talks would produce a deal to tackle the 

"hideous problem" of climate change. 

Against cc 

What is climate change? About cc 

 

Most of the discussions are expected to centre on an agreement to limit global warming to 

2C (3.6F). 

Agreement 

Mr Vidal said a deal would show the world that countries can work together to fight global 

warming as well as terrorism. 

Deal 

Limits: The UN has endorsed a goal of limiting global warming to no more than 2C over 

pre-industrial levels by the end of the century. 

Goal 

 

1015 

What is climate change? About cc 

The deal that has been agreed, under Mr Fabius, is without parallel in terms of climate 

change or of the environment 

Deal 

COP 21 - the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties - will see more than 190 nations 

gather in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on climate change, aimed at 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the threat of dangerous warming due to 

human activities. 

Agreement 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2014/cop20/eng/l14.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-24021772
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Explained: What is climate change? About cc 

In graphics: Climate change in six charts About cc 

 

The Paris pact aims to curb global warming to less than 2C (3.6F) by the end of the 

century. 

Against gw 

 

1016 

Fiji's Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama told the conference that climate change was not 

a hoax 

About cc 

Mr Bainimarama said that climate change was not a hoax, as US President-elect Donald 

Trump has claimed. 

About cc 

"I again appeal to the President-elect of the US Donald Trump to show leadership on this 

issue by abandoning his position that man-made climate change is a hoax," said Mr 

Bainimarama. 

About cc 

"We in the Pacific, in common with the whole world, look to America for the leadership 

and engagement and assistance on climate change just as we looked to America in the 

dark days of World War Two. 

Against cc 

 

Climate talks: 'Save us' from global warming, US urged Serious problem 

The next head of the UN global climate talks has appealed for the US to "save" Pacific 

islands from the impacts of global warming. 

Impact 

Mr Trump has promised to pull the US out of the Paris Climate Agreement and scrap all 

payments for UN global warming projects. 

Projects 

He also made a direct call to the American people to come to their aid in the face of rising 

seas, driven by global warming 

Impact 

 

 

1017 

Donald Trump says climate change is a "hoax" and promised to revive the US coal 

industry 

About cc 

However Mr Trump, who calls climate change a "hoax", has vowed to cancel the deal if 

elected. 

About cc 

"The momentum of the entry into force will help to push for progress in discussing the 

overall implementation process," Dennis Taenzler from adelphi, a climate change think 

tank, told BBC News. 

Cc think tank 

The question of compensation for the long term impacts of climate change is one of the 

most contentious as poor countries see it as a moral obligation of the rich, while the 

developed world is extremely wary of establishing a legal liability for the damage caused 

by their greenhouse gas emissions. 

Impact 

 

Last month at a meeting in Rwanda, countries agreed to phase out the use of HFCs, gases 

with significant global warming potential. 

Against gw 

 

1018 

Many delegates are unhappy with White House plans to promote fossil fuels here as a 

"solution" to climate change. 

Solution 

The official US delegation, mainly career civil servants, may well be overshadowed, 

though, by other groups with very different visions for how the US should combat climate 

change. 

Against cc 

According to reports, members of the Trump administration will lend their support to an 

event to promote fossil fuels and nuclear power as solutions to climate change. 

Solution 

"Fossil fuels having any role in tackling climate change is beyond absurd.  Against cc 

Environmentalists point to the contradiction of the Trump administration championing 

fossil fuels while an authoritative National Climate Assessment report, released on the 

eve of COP23, is clear that CO2 from these fuels is the key cause of climate change. 

About cc 

"So far, not one single nation state, city or county, municipality or school district have 

followed Donald Trump into the ranks of surrendering to climate change since he pulled 

out of Paris - his decision has energised our efforts." 

Impact 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-5aceb360-8bc3-4741-99f0-2e4f76ca02bb
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/library/items/3599.php?such=j&symbol=FCCC/CP/2015/L.9#beg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37872111
https://www.adelphi.de/de
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37665529
https://science2017.globalchange.gov/chapter/executive-summary/
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1019 

White House special adviser on climate change, George David Banks, told reporters that 

President Trump was still open to staying in the Paris pact. 

White house cc 

advisor 

 

1020 

Sir David Attenborough: Climate change 'our greatest threat' Greatest threat 

Sir David Attenborough addressing the climate change conference in Poland. Cc conference 

The naturalist Sir David Attenborough has said climate change is humanity's greatest 

threat in thousands of years. 

Greatest threat 

The meeting is the most critical on climate change since the 2015 Paris agreement Meeting 

Sir David said: "Right now, we are facing a man-made disaster of global scale. Our 

greatest threat in thousands of years. Climate change. 

Greatest threat 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General, said climate 

change was already "a matter of life and death" for many countries. 

A matter of life 

and death 

Meanwhile, the World Bank has announced $200bn in funding over five years to support 

countries taking action against climate change. 

Against cc 

Climate change: Where we are in seven charts About cc 

What is climate change? About cc 

This Conference of the Parties (COP) is the first to be held since the landmark 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on limiting global temperature 

rise to 1.5C came out in October. 

IPCC 

Climate change: How 1.5C could change the world About cc 

The number is way down on the stellar cast that turned up in Paris in 2015, which perhaps 

indicates that many are seeing this as more a technical stage on the road to tackling climate 

change than a big bang moment. 

Against cc 

A collage of children's drawing about climate change laid out on a glacier in Switzerland Against cc 

"The rulebook is the thing that will absorb most of the negotiators' capacity at this year's 

COP," said Camilla Born, from the climate change think tank, E3G. 

Cc think tank 

Greta Thunberg, who has refused to go to school in Sweden in protest over climate 

change, will be attending COP24 

Against cc 

The summit comes three years after the 2015 Paris accord on climate change, at which all 

countries agreed a plan to limit carbon emissions.  

Accord 

Latest updates: See the BBC News page (or follow "Climate change" tag in the BBC 

News app) 

About cc 

  

1021 

Climate change: Five things we've learnt from COP24 About cc 

However dull it may be, the operational rules for the 2015 Paris climate agreement will 

govern the way the world tackles climate change for decades to come. 

Against cc 

Climate change: Where we are in seven charts About cc 

What is climate change? About cc 

One of the biggest rows at this meeting was over a key scientific report from the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

IPCC 

Many countries had worried that with the rise of nationalism in many countries and the 

recent election of Jair Bolsonaro as Brazil's president, the international co-operation 

needed to tackle climate change might be in danger. 

Against cc 

 

They point to the strength of the science, and the public recognition of the impacts of 

climate change seen this year in heatwaves and wildfires. 

Impact 

Climate change chimes with young people in a way that is sometimes missing with older 

people, who make up the bulk of negotiators here. 

Effect 

  

 

 

Appendix 6: Analysis of selected climate change statements 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46384067
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-24021772
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-45653099
http://tinyurl.com/q68coev
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46384067
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-24021772
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1001 (I) 

 
1002 (II) 

 
1003 (I) 

Copenhagen summit urged to take climate change action Urgent 

• Meanwhile, a new poll commissioned by the BBC suggests that public concern over climate change 

is growing across the world. 

Urgent 

• To stress the importance of the summit, 56 newspapers in 45 countries published the same editorial 

on Monday, warning that climate change will "ravage our planet" unless action is agreed, the 

London-based Guardian reported. 

Urgent 

 
1004 

It outlines a goal of providing $100bn a year by 2020 to help poor countries cope with the impacts 

of climate change. 

Hope 

But the BBC's environment correspondent Richard Black says the Copenhagen Accord looks 

unlikely to contain temperature rises to within the 2C (3.6F) threshold that UN scientists say is 

needed to avert serious climate change. 

Fail 

 
1005 

This stance is echoed by most environmental organisations, which see the UN framework as the 

only way of providing a comprehensive raft of solutions to the issues posed by climate change. 

Solution 

 
1007 

Tim Gore, Oxfam's chief policy adviser, said UK Climate Minister Chris Huhne must push for 

"getting the money flowing through the Green Climate Fund that poor people need to fight climate 

change now. 

Urgent 

 
1009 

In his opening remarks he said the "phenomenon" of climate change was a common challenge and 

the meeting in Doha was critical. 

Urgent 

 
1010 

But the representative for the small island states at severe risk from climate change was vociferous. Urgent 

Until now rich nations have agreed finance to help developing countries to get clean energy and 

adapt to climate change, but they have stopped short of accepting responsibility for damage caused 

by climate change elsewhere. 

Blame 

 

1011 

Speaking at the conference centre at the national football stadium in Warsaw, Ms Figueres 

reminded the delegates that climate change was not a game. 

Urgent 

"It has become clear that there are now impacts from climate change that can no longer be avoided. Urgent 

 
1013 

Developing countries have accused wealthier nations of failing to take responsibility for climate 

change 

Blame 

 
1014 

"But we cannot allow this to detract from the fight against climate change. 

 

Urgent 

"The effects of climate change... are already weighting heavily upon those most vulnerable. 

 

Urgent 

"Yet again the rich countries, who carry the historical responsibility for climate change, have failed 

to offer sufficient cuts." 

 

Blame 
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He said he was not confident that the Paris talks would produce a deal to tackle the "hideous 

problem" of climate change. 

Urgent 

 

The Prince of Wales said that humanity faces no greater threat than climate change, as he issued a 

call for immediate action to tackle rising temperatures. 

Urgent 

 
1016 

Mr Bainimarama said that climate change was not a hoax, as US President-elect Donald Trump has 

claimed. 

Urgent 

"I again appeal to the President-elect of the US Donald Trump to show leadership on this issue by 

abandoning his position that man-made climate change is a hoax," said Mr Bainimarama. 

Denial 

 

 
1017 

However Mr Trump, who calls climate change a "hoax", has vowed to cancel the deal if elected. Denial 

 
1018 

Environmentalists point to the contradiction of the Trump administration championing fossil fuels 

while an authoritative National Climate Assessment report, released on the eve of COP23, is 

clear that CO2 from these fuels is the key cause of climate change. 

Cause 

 

1020 

Sir David Attenborough: Climate change 'our greatest threat' Urgent 

The naturalist Sir David Attenborough has said climate change is humanity's greatest threat in 

thousands of years. 

Urgent 

Sir David said: "Right now, we are facing a man-made disaster of global scale. Our greatest threat 

in thousands of years. Climate change. 

Blame 

Urgent 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General, said climate change 

was already "a matter of life and death" for many countries. 

Urgent 

Climate change: How 1.5C could change the world [video] Solution 

 

1021 

They point to the strength of the science, and the public recognition of the impacts of climate 

change seen this year in heatwaves and wildfires. 

Accomplishment 

Consequence 

 

 

https://science2017.globalchange.gov/chapter/executive-summary/

